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ADVERTISEMENT. 

THE  Author  of  the  following  little  work  aflumes 
the  tit'ecf  the  Servant's  Friend,  which  fhe  hopes 
will  be  allowed  her  by  thofe  for  whofe  ufe  it  is  de- 
fi'gned,  as  fhe  writes  with  a  finccre  define  of  promot- 
ing th:ir  intereft  and  happinefs,  by  pointing  out  the 
proper  application  of  that  learning,  which  is  bellowed 
upon  them  through  the  benevolence  of  their  fuperiors. 

By  the  inftitution  of  Sunday  fchools,  Chriftian 
knowledge  is  liberally  difpenfed  to  the  poor,  and 
many  children,  who  would  otherwife  have  been  left 
in  the  moft  deplorable  ignorance,  will  now  be  brought 
up  in  an  habitual  difcharge  of  religious  duties.  But  a 
time  will  come  when  each  nni>t  leave  the  focieties  in 
which  they  .enjoy  the  advantage  of  good  inftru&ian, 
and  go  out  into  a  world  abounding_wuh  vice  and  im- 
piety :  where  they  will  meet  with  many  temptations, 
and  be  expofed  to  the  ridicule  of  the  impious  and 
profane. 

Domeftic  fervants,  in  particular,  are  liable  to  be 
engaged  in  a  variety  of  trying  fcenes  ;  it  is  therefore 
necefi'ary  that  they  fhould  prepare  themfelves  before- 
hand to  rejtft  evil,  and  bzldffijl  tbat  which  is  good  \  in- 
ftead  of  going  to  fervice,  as  too  many  do,  with  no 
other  view  but  to  their  worldly  profit  and  advantage. 
The  connexion  between  matters  and  m  i  ft  re  lies  and 
fervants  is  of  a  very  endearing  nature  ;  and  the  hap- 
pinefs of  each  depends,  in  a  great  meafiue,  on  the 
proper  difcharge  of  their  refpe&ive  duties';  the  fre- 
quent ne-lec^  of  which  counteracts  the  wi'e  dellgns 
of  Providence  in  appointing  'different  ranks,  and 
filis  the  world  with  jait  complaints.  Heads  of  fami- 
lies lament  that  they  cannot  confide  in  the  fidelity 
and  affection  of  their  domeftics ;  fervants  allege,  that 
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they  cannot  look  up  to  their  matters  and  miflreflcs 
for  examples  of  religious  virtues;  and  that,  inftead 
of  being  confidered  by  them  as  hurr.ble  friends,  they 
are  regarded  as  mere  mercenary  flaves.  To  which 
fide  the  greateft  fhare  of  blame  belongs,  is  hard  to 
determine;  but  the  Servant's  Friend  will  venture  to 
aflure  them,  that,  however  fsfhion  and  infidelity  may 
render  many  in  fuperior  ftations  unmindful  of  family 
duties,  there  are  ftill  numbers  of  matters  and  mif- 
trefles  fincerely  difpofed  to  aft  with  Icindnefs  and 
juftice  ;  who  know  when  they  are  well  ferved,  and 
rejoice  to  reward  merit:  nor  are JTach  difficult  to  be 
found  by  thofe  who  prefer  a  quiet  regular  life,  with 
moderate  profits,  to  fcenes  of  licentious  riot  and  pro- 
fufion  ;  and  who  can  be  contented  to  remain  in  good 
places  when  they  have  met  with  them. 

If  any  hints  contained  in  the  following  pages  (hall 
contribute  to  direct  the  young  and  inexperienced  in  a 
proper  choice  of  matters  and  miftrefles,  or  tend  to  re- 
gulate their  conduct  in  ferving  them  confcientioufly, 
t^e  Author  will  rejoice  in  the  idea  of  having  been 
efiemially  ufeful  to  fociety. 
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THE 

SERVANT'S   FRIEND. 

CHAP.    I. 

HPHOMAS  SIMPKINS,  when  a  lictle  boy,  was 
*•  an  exceedingly  dutiful  good  child  }  the  comfort 
of  his  father  and  mother,  who  were  very  induftrioua 
honeft  people :  they  taught  him  betimes  ta  fear  an-f 
ftrve  God)  and  to  do  un'o  othfrt  as  be  would  thfy  Jhoiild 
do  unto  him  ;  and  he  paid  fuch  regard  to  their  i  nit  ruc- 
tions, that  he  never  nrgfected  to  fay  his  prayers 
morning  and  evening,  nor -on  any  account  miffed 
going  to  church  twice  a  day  on  Sundays,  unlefs  prc- 
ven:ed  by  i!!ne&  or  attendma:  on  his  father  and  mo- 
ther, if  they  chanced  to  be  fick.  Neither  would  he 
injure  or  vex  any  human  creature,  or  hurt  by  deficit 
even  a  worm  or  a  fly.  When  Thomas  was  about 
ten  years  old,  his  father  died  of  a  fever,  which  grieved 
him  very  much,  and  he  feared  it  would  break  his 
poor  mother's  heart}  but  (he  was  a  good  woman, 
a-nd  in  a  fhort  time  tried  to  overcome  her  grief,  for 
fhe  confidered  that  God  Almighty  knows  whatt  is 
beft  for  all  his  creatures  ;  and,  as  her  hufband  had  led 
a  pious  life,  fhe  trufted  that  he  was  gone  to  a  better 
place,  where,  as  he  told  her  on  his  death-bed,  ha 
hoped  he  fhould  be  happy. for  ever,  and  fhe  would 
meet  him  again,  if  it  was  not  her  own  fault. 

When  Thomas  faw  his  mother  eafier  in   mind  he 

began  to  be  fo  too;   though   fcarcely  a  day  palled  in 

which  the  reinen;brance  of  his  father's  tendernef?  to 
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tiim  did  not  draw  tears  from  his  eyes  j  he  miffed  him 
at  every  meal;  and,  alas!  both  he  and  his  mother 
raided  the  fruits  of  his  induftry,  which  the  good  man 
did  not  fpend  at  an  aiehoufe,  but  conftantly  brought 
home  to  his  family. 

Fortunately  for  Thomas,  he  had  been  ufed  to 
work  from  his  infancy,  and  he  was.  a  fine  fturdy 
ftrong  boy  ;  he  therefore  prayed  to  God  to  give  him 
a  continuance  of  health  and  ftrength  ;  and  a/lured  his 
mother  that  he  would  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to- 
wards earning  his  living  ;  and  fuid  he  did  not  doubt 
but  that  the  Almighty  would  blefs  both  her  and  him, 
as  he  had  heard  his  father  read  in  the  Bible,  that  "tie 
"  Lcrd  is  a  hujband  to  the  widow,  and  a  father  to  the 
•'  fathirlefs,  if  they  put  their  trvjl  m  him:'  The  pocr 
T/orcan  rejoiced  greatly  at  hearing  her  fon  talk  in  this 
manner,  and  declared  her  own  truft  in  the  Almighty, 
who  (he  faid  would  never  leave  nor  farfake  his  faithful 
ftrvants.  Though  poor  Sinukinc  had  beflowe;}  wnst 
time  he  could  fpare  in  teaching  Thomas  to  read,  the 
boy  was  not  in  his  Teftarnent ;  for  his  father  had 

t-.'j  irif-rc  tc  ;r.»rj5i  hirn,  ^ccptin"1  en  §ynla.V5i» an(* 

i\ metimes  on  evenings  in  the  week,  when  the  weather 
was  bad,  for  he  was  a  very  hard  working  man,  and 
made  it  a  cuflom  to  put  his  own  little  garden  to  rights 
when  he  carr.e  home  from  his  daily  labour;  and  many 
a  nice  chih  or"  peafe  and  beans,  &c.  he  obtained  for 
his  family  this  way,  which  they  would  not  other- 
wife  have  been  able  to  procure.  Mrs.  Simpkins 
c.m'c!  not  read  a  word  1  cricif,  for  (He  was  never 
taught  when  young;. and  after  (he  became  a  wife  (he 
had  fo  much  to  dr,  that  (he  h?.J  no  time  to  learn  in 
the  week,  and  her  hufband  cculd  nut  well  teach  her 
and  his  fon  too  o'n  Sundiy?,  as  they  went  to  church 
twice  a  dav,  ar.d  he  l.ked  to  read  the  llriptures  to 
them  beHdes.  Mrs.  Simpkins  felt  great  concern  that 
the  Bible,  which  the  Re&or  had  given  them,  and 
which  contained  fo  much  comfort  for  the  afflicted, 
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was  in  a  manner  ufelefs  to  her,  becaufe  (he  did  not 
know  how  to  read  ;  but  flattered  herfelf  (he  (hould 
get  Thomas  into  the  charity-fchool  the  next  year, 
and,  till  he  was  able,  (he  hoped  {he  (hould  find  fome 
good  neighbour  or  other,  who  would  (rep  in  now  and 
then  and  read  a  chapter  to  her ;  "  for,"'  faid  (he, 
"  Thomas,  we  had  better  be  without  bread,  than 
without  hearing  the  word  of  God." 
.  But  though  this  worthy  woman  had  fuch  pious 
thoughts,  it  was  not  her  wi(h  to  be  reading  and 
praying  all  day  long,  becaufe  (he  knew  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  poor  people  to  labour  for  their  food  and  rai- 
ment;  flie  therefore  refolved  to  continue  to  be  in- 
dultrious,  and  to  go  out  to  waftiing  and  ironing,  as 
(he  ufed  to  do.  Thomas  alfo  applied  to  a  neighbour- 
ing farmer,  who  had  long  employed  his  father;  and, 
as  he  was  a  very  good  boy,  he  gladly  gave  him  work  ; 
fo  that  he  earned  two  {hillings  a  week,  all  of  which 
he  carried  home  to  his  mother,  who  fometimes 
gained  five  or  fix  (hillings  more ;  upon  which  they 
lived  very  comfortably,  without  being  chargeable  to 
the  parj(h,  which  was  a  great  fatisfadlion  to  them. 
Not  that  they  were  too  proud  to  be  beholden  to  a 
parifli,  or  to  go  into  a  workhoufe;  on  the  contrary, 
Mrs.  bimpkins  often  rejoiced  that  there  was  fuch  pro- 
vifion  made  for  the  poor:  but  (he  faid  (lie  thought  it 
very  cruel  and  unjuft,  for  thofe  who  had  their  health 
and  limbs,  to  receive  what  was  intended  for  people 
who  had  i,-o  means  of  getting  a  livelihood  ;  it  was 
not  doing  as  one  would  ^vt/h  to  be  done  by ;  a-.d  Hie  was 
well  afi  .red,  from  what  file  had  heard  the  parfon 
preach  at  church,  and  from  what  poor  John  ufed  to 
'read  in  the  Bible,  that  people  who  do  not  mind  that 
rule  never  will  be  happy  here  or  he<e:»tter;  for  JESUS 
CHRIST,  THE  SON  OF  GOD,  taught  it  as  a  rule;  and 
therefore  it  is  the  duty  of  every  one  to  mind  it ;  and 
(he  thanked  God  it  is  fo  eafy,  that  even  fuch  a  poor 
ignorant  foul  as  flis  mi^ht  underftand  and  prutflfe  it. 
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By  thinking  and  a&ing  in  this  manner,  the  good 
woman  gained  the  favour  of  God  Almighty,  who 
blefled  her  with  good  health  ;  and  fhe  had  plenty  of 
work  to  do;  fe  that  her  time  never  hung  heavy  on 
her  hands  in  the  week  day  ;  for,  when  fhe  was  not 
at  Gentlemen's  houfcs,  fhe  had  enough  to  do  to  mend 
and  make  for  Thomas  and  herfelf;  and,  therefore, 
had  fhe  been  able  to  read,  would  not  have  had  leifure 
for  it  j  but,  let  her  be  ever  fo  tired,  fhe  never  failed 
to  fay  her  prayers;  for  ftie  faid  fhe  (hould  be  afraid 
to  go  to  fleep  before  fhe  had  begged  God's  pardon 
for  her  fins,  and  implored  his  protection  from  all 
evil  ;  for  who  could  tell  when  they  lay  down  to 
fleep  that  they  fhould  ever  wake  again  ;  and  what  a 
dreadful  thing  it  would  be  to  appear  before  the  judg- 
ment feat  of  Chrift,  without  having  made  one's 
peace  with  God!  Thomas  followed  her  example  j 
and  after  the  fatigue  of  the  day  enjoyed  fweet  repofe, 
till  the  crowing  of  the  cock,  the  lowing  of  the  cows, 
and  other  rural  founds,  awakened  him ;  when  he 
Sprung  from  his  humble  pallet,  and,  having  wafhed 
and  combed  himfelf,  hafteued  to  begin  his  daily  la- 
bour. 

Before  Thomas's  good  father  died,  he  had  taught 
him  to  fay  by  heart  a  few  of  Dr.  Watt's  divine  fongsr 
-which  he  ufcd  to  repeat  to  TiTmfsTF  over  and  over 
again  when  at  work,  and  they  afforded  him  great 
pleafure ;  but  he  had  fo  frrong  a  defire  to  learn  to- 
read  better,  that  he  knew  not  how  to  make  himfelf 
quite  happy  without  it ;  and  many  a  time  did  he  pray 
t.iat  God  Almighty,  of  his  great  goodnef?^  would 
raife  h;m  up  a  friend  to  get  him  into  the  charity- 
fchool.  The  Almighty  is  no  refpecter  of  perfons  ^ 
he  values  net  men  becaufe  they  are  rich  and  great, 
but  fhews  them  his  favour  and  loving-kindnefs  ac- 
cording to  the  lives  they  lead  :  he  wi  1  grant  the 
prayer  of  a  poor  child  as  foon  as  that  of  the  wifeft 
«r  richeft  man  on  the  earth,  ptovidcd  he  prays  in  a, 

proper 
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proper  manner,  with  fubmiffion  to  his  holy  will.  God 
alone  knows  whether  what  we  pray  for  is  beft  for  us 
or  not:  many  things  may  appear  to  us  deferable, 
which,  if  they  were  granted,  would  be  very  hurtful  to 
us ;  aid  therefore,  if  we  pray  for  particular  bleffings,. 
we  muft  always  pray  that  God  will  grant  them  if"  they 
appear  good  to  his  infinite  wifdonv  or  elfe  make  us 
contented  without  them. 

Praying  for  an  opportunity  of  learning  to  read,  in 
order  to  be  able  to  know  God's  will  from  the  Holy 
Scripture,  is  fuch  a  petition  as  is  very  likely  to  be  at- 
tended with  fuccefs  ;  and  a  child,  who  offers  it  with 
a  ferious  devout  mind,  may  form  great  hopes  that 
God  Almighty  will  order  things  fo  that  he  (hall  fome 
way  or  other  have,  his  requeft  granted,  especially  now 
that  there  are  fo  many  Sunday  fchools:  but  IhouM 
God  ordain  otherw:fe,  he  ought  to  reft  cont-meJ,  as 
he  may  be  certain  God  will  accept  his  defireof  ferving 
him,  and  not  caft  him  off"  fur  ignorance,  which  he- 
cannct  help;  but  he  muft  in  this  cafe  be  very  atten- 
tive at  church,  and  treafure  up  in  his  mind  what  he 
hears  there,  that  he  may  think  of  it  all  the  week,  bv 
which  means  he  may  learn  enough  to  fave  his  foul,  if 
he  will  but  live  accordingly. 

Thomas  Simpkins's  prayer  was  granted  ;  for, 
about  four  months  after  his  father's  deceafe,  Will 
Fuller,  being  old  enough  to  go  'premice,  left  the 
ichoo!,  and  Squire  Villars,  knowing  how  indtiftrious 
AJrs.  Simpkins  and  her  fon  were,  very  readily  pro- 
mifed,  on  Mrs.  Simpkins's  afking  the  favour,  that 
he  would  get  Thomas  to  fill  up  the  vacancy  immedi- 
ately. 

As  foon  as  Mrs.  Simpkins  went  home  from  the 
fquire's  fhe  kneeled  down  on  her  knees,  and  returned 
humble  thanks  to  God  Almighty  for  his  great  <:ood- 
nefs  to  her,  and  then  fat  do.vn  to  work,  full  of  the 
plealing  thoughts  that  Thomas  would  foon  be  a  fcho- 
br;  for  (he  was  certain  he  would  fpare  no  pains  to 
learn.. 
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At  fevcn  in  the  evening  Thomas  came  home 
with  a  great  rent  in  the  only  coat  he  had,  having  un- 
fortunately torn  it  with  a  nail :  he  had  been  lament- 
ing to  himfelf  that  he  muft  trouble  his  mother  to 
mend  ir,  when  perhaps  (he  was  already  tired  with  a 
hard  day's  work ;  and  that,  after  all,  it  would  not  be 
fit  to  goto  church  in.  He  entered  with  a  forrowful 
countenance,  which  foon  cleared  up  on  his  mother's 
informing  him  of  the  fquire's  goodnefs. 

"  Thank  God!  thank  God!"  faid  "Thomas ; 
"  n  ;w  I  fhall  learn  to  read  the  Bible,  and  to  ufe  a 
Prayer-book  at  church.  1  will  take  a  deal  of  pains, 
rr.other  :  and,  when  I  have  learnt  well  enough,*  will 
read  to  you  every  evening  as  you  fit  at  work ;  how 
charming  that  will  be!"  Then  taking  down  the  Bible 
from  the  fhelf,  en  which  it  was  depofited  in  a  neat 
wafh-leather  cafe,  he  eyed  it  with  delight,  and  dropped 
a  tear  of  joy  on  the  cover,  which  he  wiped  away  with 
his  hand,  that  it  might  do  no  injury  ;  then,  putting 
the  Bible  again  in  it's  cafe,  he  replaced  it  on  the  ihelf, 
laying  as  he  did  fo,  "  You  fhall  not  lie  long  ufelefs 
a«  you  have  done:"  Then  turning  to  Mrs.  Simp- 
kin?,  "  And  when,"  faid  he,  "  dear  mother,  am  I 
to  go  to  fchool  ?" — u  On  Monday  next,"  replied  fhe. 
It  was  now  Wedncf  ;ay ;  and  the  following  day  he 
went  to  return  thank?  to  Squire  Villars,  who  bid  him 
be  a  good  boy :  which  Thomas  with  great  fincerity 
j'romifed  him  he  would  ;  and  then  went  to  the  tay- 
lors  to  be  meafured  for  his  clothes^  as  the  fquire  had 
given  notice  that  he  fhould  fend  him  in  Will  Fuller's 
jxom.  On  Sunday  Thomas  took  care  to  be  early 
at  church,  and  did  not  forget,  when  he  was  faying 
his  p  ayers,  to  return  thanks  to  God  for  granting 
him  his  heart's  de'fire,  refolving  at  the  fame  time  to 
impro\c  the  bleffing  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power. 
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AT  length  the  wi(hed-for  day  arrived;  a  whole 
T*  fuit  of  apparel  was  fent  home  for  him ;  and 
,  Thomas,  with  a  joyful  heart,  put  on  the  coat  of 
grey,  ths  band  and  cap,  and  other  articles  which 
compofed  the  uniform  of  the  fchool  ;  _and,  though 
there  was  a  badge  pn  the  fleeve  of  the  coar,  his  pride 
was  not  hurt  at  it,  as  that  of  many  fooiilb  boys  has 
been,  for  he  confidered  it  as  a  mark  which  dilltu- 
guifh^d  him  as  one  whom  Gcd  favoured  with  clothes 
and__the  means  of  iniiruflion,  which  m(my  a  poor, 
n?ked,  ignorant  wretch  could  not  obtain.  The  eyes 
of  his  good  mother  no-v  gliftened  with  delight:  and 
folding  her  fon  to  her  bof  >m,  u  Go,"  faid  (he,  "  my 
dear  Thomas,  ftudy  your  book,  that  you  may  learn 
your  duty,  and  help  your  mother  to  learn  her's;  and 
be  fure  you  don't  get  any  naughty  tricks."  Thomas 
promifed  he  would  not;  and  expire  fled  great  concern 
that  he  could  not  continue  to  earn  his  two  (hillings  a 
week  ;  but  the  good  woman  declared  {he  would  make 
any  fhift  in  the  world  rather  than  he  fhould  go  with- 
out learning ;  and  faid,  (he  did  not  doubt  but  God 
would  grant  her  bread  from  day  to  day,  if  (he  ufed 
her  bcft  endeavours  to  earn  it,  and  truftedjn  his 
mercy. 

Thomas  ate  his  breakfaft  ;  and  his  kind  mother 
put  into  a  little  bag  for  him,  to  take  to  fchool  for  his 
dinner,  a  piece  of  bread  and  fome  cold  bacon ;  and 
he  waited  wuh  great  impatience  for  Dick  Long,  a 
neighbour's  fon,  who  went  to,  the  charity,  fchcol, 
and  had  promifed  to  call  for  him.  In  a  few  minutes 
Dick  Long  arrived,  and  the  two  boys  fet  off  on  their 
walk.  Dick  Long  appeared  very  dull,  which  fur- 
prifed  Thomas  Simpkins  a  good  deal,  as  he  was  a 
remarkably  brilk  boy  j  but  on  inquiry  he  found  that 
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Dick  had  been  out  a  bird's  netting  the  evening  before, 
and,  having  negle&ed  to  learn  his  tafk,  expe&ed  to 
be  punifhed,  and  was  therefore  afraid  to  go  to  fchool. 
Thomas  Simpkins  faid,  he  never  could  get  tip  his 
heart  to  take  birds'  nefts,  for  he  thought  it  was  very 
cruel  to  fpoil  what  the  poor  little  creatures  had  taken 
fo  much  pains  to  make  ;  and* it  muft  be  a  great  for- 
row  for  the  old  birds  to  lofe  their  young  ones. 
"  My  poor  father  ufed  often  to  afk  me,"  faid  he, 
**  how  I  fhould  like  to  be  carried  away  from  my 
parents,  as  many  poor  little  birds  are;  and  whether 
I  did  not  think  it  would  be  a  great  forrow  to  both 
him  and  my  mother  to  be  robbed  of  me  ?  Never 
take  birds'  nefts,  therefore/'  faid  he,  "  Thomas,  for 
it  is  not  doing  as  you  would  like  to  be  done  byt  confider 
that,  my  boy." — "  Well,"  faid  Dick  Long,  «  don't 
preach  about  it,  I  {hall  hear  enough  from  my  matter  ;" 
he  then  began  to  look  over  his  book,  to  try  if  he 
could  learn  a  little  of  his  fpelling  as  he  went  along; 
but,  unfortunately  for  him,  as  he  walked  without 
feeing  his  path  he  ftambled  on  a  ftone,  and  fell 
down,  and  made  his  n>  fe  bleed.  In  the  mean  time, 
Thomas  Simpkins  amuftd  himfelf  with  thinking  of 
the  happinefs  he  fhould  haye  in  learning  to  read,  and 
made  hearty  refolutions  to  avoid  idlenefs  and  crudty. 
"XVhat  pk-afure,  thought  he  to  himfrlf,  can  there  be 
in  taking  birds'  nefts,  equal  to  what  may  be  found 
in  learning  wne's  duty,  2nd  how  to  pleale  God,  fo  as 
to  go  to  heaven  ?  At  length  they  arrived  at  the  fchool,. 
and  Thomas,  advancing,  made  his  bow  to  the  maf- 
ter,  who,  pleafed  with  his  honett,  good  natured,  open 
countenance,  took  very  "kind  notice  of  him,  and  told 
him  he  was  perfuaded  he  would  be  a  very  good  boy, 
and  deferve  the  favour  which  fquire  Villars  had  he- 
ftowed  on  him.  "  1  hope,  my  lad,"  added  Mr.  Allen, 
(which  was  the  fchoolmafter's  name)  "  that  you  un- 
derftand  for  what  purpofe  you  are  fent  to  this  fchool.'* 
Thomas  made  a  bow,  and  faid,  "  Ye:,  Sir :  I  come 

here 
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here  to  get  a  little  learning,  that  I  may  be  able  to 
reacTmy  Bible,  and  grow  up  a  good  man." — "  A 
very  proper  anfwer  indeed,"  faid  Mr.  Allen.  tc  The 
defign  of  charity  fchools  is  to  give  the  children  of 
poor,  people  fuch  a  degree  of  knowledge,  as  may 
enable  them  to  learn  from  the  holy  fcripturcs  their 
duty  to  God  and  man.  For  this  happy  advantage 
they  are  indebted  to  the  benevolence  of  perfons  in 
higher  ftations ;  and  they  ought  to  be  very  grateful 
for  it;  I  therefore  recommend  it  to  you,  Tom 
Sirnpkins,  as  you  are  becoaie  my  fcholar,  to  be  very 
thankful  to  God  Almighty,  to  whofe  provdcnce  you 
are  in  the  firrt  place  to  afcribe  your  pood  fortune; 
and  I  alfo  advife  you  to  pray  for  ble!Ene;s  on  thofe 
who  founded  this  fchool,  and  on  your  benefactor 
f'quire  Villars  in  particular,  who  gave  you  admit- 
tance into  ir. 

"  I  fliall  now  read  you  the  rules  of  the  fchool,  to 
which  you  mufl  exactly  conform."  Mr.  Allen  then 
commanded  filence,  and  read  as  follows-: 

Rules  to  le  obferved  in  this  School. 

I.  Every  boy  is  required  to  be  here  by  feven  o'clock 
in  fummer,  and  eight  in  winter  :  and  muft  come  with 
his  hands  and  fece  wafhed,  his  hair  combed,  and  all 
his  apparel  neat  and  clean. 

II.  No  boy  is  dlowed  to  talk,  fo  as  to  difturb 
others  from  ftudying  their  ledbns. 

III.  No  bad  words  are  to  be  ufed  by  any  boy  be- 
longing to  this  fthoo!. 

IV.  No  boy  is  allowed  to  fight  a  battle  with 
another,   neither  is  he  to  be  called  coward  for  re- 
fufmg  to  fight :  for  children  educated  at  a  charity 
fchool  are  to  confider  each  other  as  brethren,  and  (hew 
the  utmofl  kindnefs,  and  no  ill-will. 

V.  No  toys,  or  playthings,  are  to  be  produced  in 
fchool  hours,  nor  any  gaming  for  money  pra&ifed 
between  them, 

VI.  Thofe 
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yi.  Thofe  who  eat  their  dinners  in  the  fchool- 
room  are  to  obferve  the  utmoft  neatnefs,  and  neither 
greafe  nor  flop  the  floor,  forms,  defies,  or  their  own 
clothes. 

V.II.  No  ink  is  to  be  wantonly  fpilt,  or  thrown 
about ;  neither  muft  the  forms  and  defies  be  fcrawled 
on,  or  cut. 

VIII.  Every  book  that  is  to  be  read  in,  muft  have 
a  papvr  put  over  the  cover,  and  be  kept  from  fciawls 
and  dogs'  ears. 

IX.  Each  boy  is  to  put  his  bock  and  flate  in  the 
proper  place  before  he  leaves  the  fchool. 

X.  Every  boy  muflr  make  a  bow  at  coming  in  and 

i  going  out  cf  the  fchocl;  and  is  acivifed  to  behave- 
\  with  humility  and  refrtcl:  to  pcrfons  in  fuperior  fta- 
itions  at  all  times. 

Having  tinifJhed  reading  thcfe  rule?,  Mr.  Allen  in- 
quired whether  Thomas  could  read  ;  and  on  finding 
he  was  very  backward,  ordered  him  to  take  the  lovvelt 
place  in  the  fchcol,  which  was  next  to  Sam  Wilkins, 
a  boy  of  nine  years  old,  who  was  remarkably  little  of 
his  age  ;  Thomas  took  his  feat,  and  determined  in  his 
own  mind  to  ufe  all  his  induftry  to  raife  himfelf 
higher  :  for,  thought  he,  if  a  ft  ranger  fliould  come  in 
he  would  take  me  for  a  great  dunce,  fhould  he  fee 
fuch  a  little  child  above  me. 

It  was  fome  time  before  it  was  Thoma  's  turn  to 
be  called  out,  for  there  were  nineteen  boys  to  read 
before  him  :  he  faw  feveral  of  them  puniflied  for 
idlenefs,  among  the  reft  Dick  Long:  others  received 
praifes;  and  Jerry  F.anks  read,  wrote,  and  cy- 
phered fo  well,  that  his  matter  gave  him  Dr.Watts's 
divine  fongs,  a  dozen  of  which  had  been  left  at  fchool 
by  a 'charitable  hdy,  to  be  given  as  rewards  to  any 
boys  who  (houhl  be  thought  deferving  of  them. 
Thomas  Simpkins  was  fo  very  good-natured,  that  he 
felt  forrow  for  thofe  who  were  puniftied,  and  joy  for 
thofe  who  were  praifed:  fo  that  when  he  faw  the 

book. 
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book  preferred  to  Jerry  Franks  he  was  exceedingly 
happy  ;  and,  hearing  that  there  were  more  in  the 
matter's  pofieflion,  refolved  to  try  if  he  could  not  get 
one  himfelf  in  a  fhort  time.  ** 

While  the  other  boys  were  reading  and  fpelling, 
he  fat  quite  ftill,  not  offering  to  play,  Chough  little 
'Sam  VVilkins  tried  to  make  him  do  fo  ;  but  he  laid', 
u  No,  Sammy,  I  will  play  with  you  after  fchcoi ; 
we  muft  be  quiet  now."  At  laft  it  was  Thomas's 
turn  to  go  up  to  the  matter,  who  gave  him  a  new 
fpelling  book,  in  which  he  wrote  his  name  for  him, 
and  the  date  of  the  year,  and  the  day  of  the  month  : 
"  Now,  my  lad,"  faid  he,  u  let  us  fee  how  long  you 
will  be  before  you  get  into  the  New  Teftsment:  as 
foon  as  you  can  read  a  chapter  in  that,  I  u  iJi  give  you 
fuch  a  book  as  I  have  given  to  Jerry  Franks  •,"  then, 
opening  the  fpelling  bock,  he  heard  him  read  fome  of 
the  eafy  kfibns,  which  he  did  tolerably  well,  though 
he  had  loft  a  good  deal  of  what  he  learnt  before  his 
poor  father  died. 

The  bo^sjnext  came out  to  fay  their  catechifm  : 
here  Thomas  was  at  no  lofs,  for  his  good  father  had 
taught  it  him  very  perfectly  before  he  died ;  and  he 
ftood  up  with  the  reft  of  the  boys,  ft  fo  fell  out 
that  the  explanation  of  the  Lord's  prayer  came  to 
his  (hare,  which  he  faid  quite  right :  nor  did  he  mifs 
one  word  in  any  of  the  anfv/ers,  but  repeated  them 
diftinclly,  and  loud  enough  to  be  heard:  this  gained 
him  great  credit.  It  was  now  twelve  o'clock  j  and, 
fchool  being  over,  the  beys  went  out  to  play.  Tho- 
mas wifhed  to  get  acquainted  with  Jerry  Franks, 
therefore  afked1  him  to  play  at  marbles  with  him,  who 
readily  ccnfented,  and  allowed  him  to  take  Sammy 
Wilkins  into  their  party,  as  he  had  promifed  to  play 
with  him. 


CHAP. 


CHAP.     III. 

A  S  Thomas's  father  and  mother  had  kept  him 
7*  much  in,  left  he  fhou.ld  fall  among  bad  boy«,  and 
learn  id  cnefs  or  wickednefs,  it  fceined  {[range  to  him 
atfirft  to  be  among  fuch  a  number ;  but  it  was  cheer- 
ful, and  he  had  excellent  fpirits,  and  no  objection  to 
an  innocent  game  of  play. 

Among  fo  many  boys  there  was  a  great  variety  of 
tempers;  and  fome,  having  better  parents  than 
others,  were  better  inftpj&ed  at  home,  and  confe- 
quently  were  more  agreeable  in  the  fchool;  none  • 
however  were  fuffered  to  remain  there  if  notorioufly 
bad. 

Jerry  Franks  was  the  head  boy  in  the  fchool ;  he 
was  very  forward  in  bis  learning,  and  a  great  favourite 
with  all  the  boys  en  account  of  his  good-nature,  and 
particular  kindnefs  to  the  younger  ones. 

Whilll  they  were  at  play,  Ralph  Jennings  came 
up:  and  matching  a  handful  of  marbles  from  Sammy 
Wilkins,  kid  to  the  others,  «*  Are  you  not 
afhnmed,  you  two  lubbers,  to  play  with  a  baby? 
come  :;i;d  have  a  game  with  me."  Sammy  Wil^ 
kins,  who  wa?  juft  upon  the  point  of  winning,  and 
was  hurt  at  being  called  fuch  a  name,  coloured 
exceedingly,  and  was  ready  to  cry,  but  kept  his 
tears  from  falling,  becaufe  he  was  refolved  he 
would  not  behave  like  a  baby.  Thomas  Simpkins 
imrr.edia.tely  fnatchcd  the  marbles  from  Ralph,  and 
gave  them,  vitii  all  that  he  had  of  his  own,  to 
Sammy;  and  faid,  to  the  former,  "  You  are  a 
ftran^e'r  to  me,  but  Imuft  needs  fay' I  think  you  a 
very  n«dc  boy ;  what  bufinefs  is  it  of  yours  who 
we  plav  with  I  b>fioes,_how  can  you  be  fo  unkind  to 
Sammy?  y-u  were  once  as  little  as  he  yourfelf, 
and  would  have  thought  it  hard  if  nobody  would 

have 
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have  played  with  you." — "  Hold  your  tongue," 
replied  Ralph,  "  or  I  will  give  you  a  knock  of  the 
head." — "  I  mind  a  knock  of  'the  head  n;->  more 
than  you  do,"  faid  Thomas^  "  and  will-  foon  fhew 
you  that  I  do  not,"  and  began  to  puil  ofF  his  coat. 
u  Stop,  Thomas,"  faid  Jerry  Franks,  "  you  have 
heard,  you  know,  that  it  is  a  rule  in  the  fchool, 
that  there  fhould  be  no  fighting;  and  if  your  mafr 
ter  comes,  he  will  have  a  bad  opinion  of  you, 
fhould  he  fee  you  quarrelling  the  firft  day.'*  Ralph 
i>ow  began  to  fear  that  Jerry  would  complain  of 
him,  and  walked  off.  Thoma?,  who  was  of  a 
lively  difpoiition,  and  not  ufed  to  this  kind  of 
treatment,  knew  not  how  to  pocket  the  affront ;  but 
Jerry  Franks  begged  him  to  confider  that  it  was  very 
wrong  for  any  one  to  put  themfelves  in  a  paffion, 
and  particularly  fo  for  poor  boys,  who  were  placed  at 
chaxity  fchools  to  learn  Chritiian,  virtue.  "  If  we 
*live  long  in  the  world,"  faid  he,  "  and  go  out  to  be 
fervants  or  'prentices,  we  muft  not  expeiSr.  every  one 
to  bend  their  temper  to  ours ;  it  will  then  be  our 
duty  to  ftudy  the  temper  of  others;  and  the  morS 
patience  and  meekncfs  we  have,  the  happier  we  fhall 
tie ;  therefore,  the  fooner  we  learn  to  govern  our 
pailions  the  better." 

"  What  you  fay  is  very  true,"  replied  Thomas ; 
"  but  muft  I  have  no  fpirit  ?  am  I  to  fuffer  all 
kinds  of  abufe  without  refentment?  I  am  fure  I 
would  not  willingly  injure  or  vex  any  one;  but 
muft  I  ftand  ftill  and  take  knocks  of  the  head 
without  defending  myfelf?" — "  By  no  means," 
anfvvered  Jerry  Franks,  *'  it  would  be  daftardly 
to  do  that ;  but  you  were  ftripping  to  fight  before 
you  had  received  one  knock,  and  in  a  place  where 
you  are  forbidden  to  fight  by  one  whofe  commands 
ought  to  be  obeyed ;  therefore,  it  would  not  have 
been  a  difgrace  to  you  to  have  refuted.  It 
very  feldom  happens  that  boys,  who  are  them- 
felves 
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fclves  good-natured,  have  occafion  to  fight;  and  I 
think  it  a  very  brutifh  cufcom   to  give  black  eyes 
and  bloudy  nofes  to  one  another.     Poor  folks  may 
have   opportunities  enough    of  fhewinj   their  cou- 
rage,   by  b,aniij£  different    kinds   of   hardships,  as 
my   father  fays ;    and   we  fhould    not    add    to  the 
fufferings    of    thofe    who    generally  have  a  pretty 
large  (hare  fall  to  their  lot.      Bdides,   when  you 
come  to  read  the  Teltament,    you   will  find  that 
our  Lord  JESUS   CHRIST  himfelf  met  with  a  great 
deal  of  ill  treatment,  and  bore  it  all   with  meek- 
nefs    and   patience ;    and   you   know  all   Chriftians 
fhould  ftrive  to  be  as  much  like  htm  as  pofiible." 
Thomas  thought  this  advice  very   good,    and  re- 
folved  to  obferve  it.     At   this  infiant  .Ralph  Jen- 
nings   came   up   a  fecond    time,    and    called    him 
co-ward^  on   which  Thomas  found  his  anger  rifmg 
again  ;  however  he  recollected  himfelf,  and  replied 
with  as  much  calmnefs  as    he   could,    t;  Call   me 
coward  or  v,  hat"  you  will,  Ralph,   I  fhaH  not  break 
through  the  rules  of  the  fchool,  though,  were  it  put 
rt;  t!y_.  p7ocf,   I  oclieve  I  COulu  looit  ilicW  you  th-at 
I  have  as  much  courage  as  yourfelf ;  and  you  had 
bed    net    attack    me    out    of    fchool;    befides,    : 
you    call  me  coward,   my  mafter  (hall   know  it." 
He   fp.rks   this   with   fo    much    fpirit,    that   Ralpb^ 
who  was  a  mere  bully,  fneaked  away,  fearing  that 
he  fliould  meet  with  more  than  his  match.     It  was 
now  time  to  go  into  the  fchool-room  to  eat  their 
dinner;    and,    after    they    had    done    fo,    Thomas 
begged  Jerry  Franks  to  hear  him  his  leflfon,   which 
he  kindly  did.     At  two  o'clock  the  matter  returned, 
and  each  boy  took  his  place.     Thomas  fat  filent  as 
before,  liftening  fo  what  the  other  boys  read,  and 
fometimes  looking  over  his  fpelling,  till  he  was  called 
out,    \vlien  he  fpelt   very  well,  and    received   high 
commendation,  which  gave  him  fuch  pleafure,  tlut 

he 
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lie  returned  home  with  a  heart  as  light  as  a  feather, 
and  his  mother  rejoiced  to  fee  him, 

"  Well,  ThomES,"  faid  (lie,  "  how  do  you 
like  fchool?"  "  O,  vaflly  well,  mother,"  replied 
he ;  K  I  fhould  love  to  go,  if  it  was  only  to  hear 
others  read.  I  have  heard  fo  many  chapters  to-day, 
you  can't  think.  One  boy  read  about  God  Al- 
mighty's rraking  the  world  in  fix  days,  and  com- 
manding the  fevcnth  to  be  kept  holy;  another  about 
Moles  in  the  bulrufhes ;  another  about  Elijah's 
being  taken  up  into  Heaven  in  a  fiery  chariot;  I 
heard  too  of  JESUS  CHRIST  being  born  and  laid 
in  a  manger,  and  about  his  curing  the  lame  and 
fick,  and  making  blind  people  fee ;  and  a  great 
deal  more  than  I  can  tell  you  ;  but  I  want  to  know 
the  whole  hiftory  from  beginning  to  end."  u  Then 
you  muft  make  hafte  and  learn  to  read  it,"  faid 
his  mother.  u  That  I  will,"  replied  Thomas. 
Then,  producing  his  fpellin^-book,  "  See,"  faid 
he,  "  what  has  been  given  me  for  my  own!" 
Thomas  then  fat  down,  and  learnt  a  whole  column 


CHAP.    IV. 

Thomas  went  up  ftairs  to  bed,  before 
he  began  to  fay  his  prayers,  he  confidered 
with  himfelf,  as  his  f?ther  had  taught  him  to  do, 
what  fins  he  had  committed  that  day,  and  was  very 
forry  for  having  been  in  a  paflion  with  Ralph 
Jennings ;  however,  he  hoped  that  Gcd  would 
pardon  him,  as  he  did  not  fuffer  the  fun  to  go  down 
on  hi;  wrath,  but  had  liftened  to  the  good  advice 
of  Jerry  Franks ;  and  then,  kneeling  down,  ear- 
neftly  befought  the  Almighty  to  forgive  his  of- 
fences, as  he  forgave  thofe  who  offended  him ; 
imploring  the  aid  of  Divine  Grace,  to  preferve 

him 
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m  anger  and  refentment  for  the  time  to  come ; 
with  his  heart  gl.iwin^  with  piety  to  God, 
and  charitt*  ard  good-will  to  all  mankind,  he  went  to 
bed.  and  flepr  in  peace. 

The  next  morning  his  firft  rfufinefs,  after  he 
had  fdid  his  prayers,  was  to  ftudy  his  Icflbn  ;  and 
he  thought  he  fhouid  be  able  to  pleafe  his  mailer, 
which  made  him  wifh  for  the  hour  of  going  to 
fchool :  and,  as  Dick  Long  did  not  come  exactly 
to  the  time,  he  fet  off  without  h;m,  refolving  not 
to  be  too  late ;  and  indeed  he  w  as  the  firft  boy 
in  the  fchool-room :  but  Jerry  Franks  foon  ar- 
rived, and  they  began  to  talk  about  the  quarrel 
which  Thomas  had  had  the  day  before ;  and  this 
good  boy  exprefled  his  thankfulnefs  to  Jerry  for  the 
part  he  had  taken,  and  declared  his  resolution  of 
making  it  up:  juft  as  he  haJ  finiflied  fpeaking, 
Ralph  came  in,  and  Thomas  civilly  afked  him  ho\y 
he  did,  and  held  out  his  hand  to  (hake  hant's  with, 
him,  which  the  other  was  glad  to  do,  as  he  found,, 
by  inquiry  in  the  ne-ghbourhood,  that  Thomas  was 
&  ?rry  diucre:jf  boy  from  what  he  at  firit  took  him 
to  be.  % 

In  a  fliort  time  afterwards  the  reft  of  the  boys 
came,  the  mafter  entered,  and  fchool  began. 

Thomas  gained  grt  at  pra  fs  from  day  to  day  both 
for  leading  and  fpeiling,  and  went  on  extremely 
well,  and  nothing  remaikable  happened  the  firft 
month  ;  but  then  he  was  tempted  to  commit  a  fault, 
which,  had  he  done  it,  would  have  brought  him  into 
great  difgrace. 

It  was  the  middle  of  Auguft,  when  the  apple 
and  pear  trees  were  loaded  with  fruit;  and  in  the 
way  to  fchool  was  a  very  rtne  orchard,  belonging 
to  a  man  named  Andrew  LKter :  it  was  impoffible 
to  fee  this  fruit  without  vvirtiing  for  a  tafte  of  it; 
but  Thomas  always  checked  tli?  defirc,  btca  ife  he- 
knew  tlut  we  arc  foibidden  to  covet  our.  neigh- 
bor's. 
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"hour's  goods  j  gladly  would  he  have  purchafed  a 
halfpenny  worth  now  and  then,  but  the  owner 
being  a  market  gardener,  would  not  fell  fo  fmall  a 
quantity. 

Very  near_  to  Thomas  livfd  two  charity  boys 
one  named  Harry  Bird,  the  ether  Timothy  Cox; 
they  had  each  cf  them  parents,  who  attended  more 
to  providing  for  the  children's  bodies  than  their 
foulsj  ar>d  thought,  when  they  had  earned  food  for 
their  families,  they  had  cone  the  whole  of  their 
duty,  leaving  it  entirely  tc  ihe  fchoolmafter  to  teach 
them  religious  principles.  Mr.  Allen  was  ex- 
tremely d.ligent  in  this  i<_  "pe&,  but  he  could  not 
anfwer  for  their  conduit  when  cut  of  his  fight  \ 
and  thofe  who  had  not  good  advifers  and  examples 
at  home,  were  very  ajt  to  forget  w».a:  he  ft  id  to 
them. 

All  perfons,  who  put  their  chik'ren  to  charity 
fchools,  fhould  have  a  particular  -:are  to  behave 
well  themfelves;  for  it  is  a  dreadful  wicked  thing 
for  a  parent  to  Is  ad  a  child  aftra,1  frOm  the  path  of 
goodnefs,  when  God  Almighty's  Providence  has 
put  them  into  it.  This,  I  am  forry  to  fay,  both 
Harry  Bird  and  Tim  Cox's  parents  did,  though 
they  had  the  good  luck  to  get  their  Jons  into  the 
charity  fchool;  arid  would  often  boaft  before  the 
children  how  they  had  taken  people  in,  as  they 
called  cheating  and  telling  lies ;  fo  that,  though 
the  boys  were  taught  their  catechifui  like  the  other 
fcholars,  they  thought,  from  what  their  parents 
faid  and  did,  there  was  no  harm  in  pilfering  little 
things.  As  Mrs.  Simpkins  knew  what  fort  of 
folks  Bird  and  Cox  and  their  wives  were,  (he  had 
defired  Thomas  not  to  make  acquaintance  with 
their  fons  ;  but  wken  they  became  his  fchoolfellows 
he  could  not  be  quite  fo  (hy  of  them  as  he  was  be- 
fore, and  fometimes  they  would  call  in  their  way  to 
fchool,  but  had  never  happened  to  meet  with  him 

till 
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till  the  day  I  ;>.m  now  fpeaking  of,  beca-jfe  he  wn?,  in 
corrmon,  too  early:  however,  at  this  time  having  a 
fchcme  in  their  head?,  to  throw  the  blame  on  him  if 
they  were  caughr,  they  took  care  to  be  in  time. 

Thc-\  faiJ  nothing  to  Thomas  tiii  he  was  cut  of 
the  ho.  f ,  .Lii  his  mother  fnould  hear;  but,  as 
Toon  as  they  were  out  of  doors,  mentioned  their  in- 
tention to  him,  and  fked  him  to  join  them,  faying  they 
might  fill  their  pockets  and  fatchels  without  being 
caught,  as  Andrew  Lifter  and  his  fons  were  gone  to 
market ;  and  that  they  might  foon  run  to  Harry  Bird's 
mother,  who  had  promifed  to  make  fome  apple  dump- 
lings for_  dinner  ;  and  as  it  was  a  half-holiday,  it  would 
not  fignify  playing  truant  for  once,  for  they  might 
eafily  invent  an  txcufe  to  deceive  their  mafter:  they 
afTured  Thomas  he  fhould  have  his  fhare  of  the  apple 
dumplings,  if  he  would  go  home  and  dine  with  them  ; 
but  this  good  boy  could  not  be  perfuaded  to  join  in 
any  fuch  thing;  he  had  the  fear  of  .God  before  his 
eyes,  and  told  his  companions  he  vvoulJ  not  fteal  fo 
much  as  a  fmg'e  apple  for  the  world:  it  was  not 
doing  by  others  ns  he  would  wifh  to  be  done  by.  "  If 
every  body  fhould  take  it  into  their  heads,"  faid  he, 
*'  to  help  themfelve?,  no  one  would  know  what  to 
cnll  his  own,  and  poor  neighbour  Lifter  would  have 
nothing  left  to  maintain  his  family.  I  remember  fome 
texts  of  fcrip^ure,  that  my  poor  dear  father  taught  me 
by  heart,  which  would  keep  me  from  ftealmg  and 
lying  as  long  as  I  live.  Pray  let  me  repeat  them  to 
you."  But  neither  Harry  Bird  nor  Timothy  Cox 
would  ftay  to  hear  them  ;  they  faid  Tom  might  do  as 
he  p leafed,  but  for  their  part  an  apple  pudd'ing  they 
would  have,  let  the  Scrptures  fay  what  they  would 
a^ainft  it;  and  they  threatened  hard  how  they  would 
ferve1  Thomas,  if  he  told  of  them  ;  fo  away  they  went, 
leaving  him  to  go  to  fchool  by  hirv.fdf. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     V. 

'HAT  to  do  poor  Thomas  did  not  know  ; 
he  was  very,  avcrfz  to  telling  tale?,  and  yet 
he  thought  concealing;  the  matter  WAS  making  him- 
felf  a  party  in  the  the.t :  fo'he  determined  to  confult 
his  friend  Jerry  Franks  upon  the  fu'njecl.  Very 
luckily  Jerry  and  he  were,  as  ufual,  the  two  firft 
boys  at  fchool,  and  it  was  a  quarter  of  an  hour  be- 
fore any  others  arrived.  Thomas  opened  his  heart, 
and  told  the  whole  affair,  which  Jerry  was  very 
forry  to  hear  ;  but  faid  he  thought  he  ought  on  no 
account  to  conceal  it,  and  he  wiftied  Thomas  had 
flopped  at  Andrew  Lifter's  houfe  as  he  came  along, 
to  tell  his  wife  of  it,  as  the  apples  would  be  a  great 
lofs  }  however,  he  would  by  all  means  advife  him 
to  do  fo  as  he  went  back,  if  he  found  the  robbery 
had  been  committed,  but  not  to  tell  the  other  boys, 
as  it  was  poflible  Harry  and  Tim  might  think  better 
of  it,  and  not  do  as  they  threatened.  Thomas's 
head  was  fo  fu',1  of  this  difagreeable  aiFair,  that  he 
could  not  attend  as  ufual  to  his  le/Tons,  and  made 
feveral  miftakes  when  fpeiling  to  his  mailer,  which 
furprifed  Mr.  Ailen  a  good  deal;  \\ho,  perceiving 
th<:t  he  had  great  difficul  y  to  keep  his  tears  frcm 
falling,  afked  him  what  was  the  matter  with  him; 
Thomas  replied,  that  fomething  vexed  him,  but 
he  begged  his  matter  would  give  him  leave  to  keep 
it  to  himfelf.  "  Well,  Tom,"  faid  Mr.  Allen,  «  I 
can't  think  you  have  any  wickednefs  in  your  heart, 
fo  will  not  aik  you :  but  if  there  is  any  thing  I  can 
do  to  ferve  your  mother,  let  me  know,  and  I  will 
do  it."  Thomas  thanked  his  matter,  but  faid  his 
mother  was  well,  and  in  no  want  at  prefent  ;  and 
then  fat  down,  longing  for  the  clock  to  ftrike  twelve. 

Mr. 
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•  Mr.  Allen,  on  calling  over  his  lift,  had  miffed 
Harry  Bird  and  Timothy  Cox  ;  and  exprefled  his 
furprife  that  they  were  not  come,  but  fortunately  did 
not  afk*  the  <5ther  boys  if  they  knew  the  reafon  of 
their  abfence  j  fo  that  Thomas  was  not  obliged  to 
tell.  At  length  the  fchool  broke  upj  and,  as  it  was 
Was  Saturday,  they  went  home  at  noon ;  and  Tho- 
mas begged  Jerry  Franks  would  go  with  him  to  fee 
whether  Harry  and  Tim'had  done  the  wicked  deed  ; 
and  if  they  had,  to  accompany  him  to  Mr.  Allen's. 

In  their  way  home  they  pafTed  by  the  Cagf^  and 
were  furprifed  to  fee  a  great  crowd  round  it;  but 
what  was  the  aftonifhment  and  grief  of  Thomas  and 
Jerry  Franks,  when  they  found  Harry  Bird  and  Tim 
Cox  were  confined  in  it ! 

Jt  happened,  unfortunately  for  them,  jhftt  Andrew 
Lifter,  having  been  ill  in  the  morning,  did  not  go 
himfelf  to  market ;  but  being  better  foon  Afterward, 
went  into  his  orchard  with  a  neighbour,-to  (hew  him 
feme  fine  pearmains  and  golden  pippins,  of  which  he 
hoped  to  makea.  great  deal  of  money.  He  got  to 
the  place  ju'ftr  aj  the  young  thieves  had  filled  their 
pockets  and  fatchels  j  they  were  fiill  on  the  trees, 
Lifter  was.greatly  provoked,  and  called  out  haftily, 
Get  down,  you  little  rafcals  !  on  hearing  which,  Harry 
Bird  let  fall  his  fatchel,  and  attempting  to  defcend 
quickly,  fell  from  the  tree,  and  bruifed  bimfeif  a 
good  deal :  the  owner  of  the  fruit  feized  him,  and 
added  to  his  pain  by  giving  him  a  hard  knock  or 
two,  with  a  (lick  he  had  in  his  hand  ;  in  the  mean 
time  Benjamin  Godfrey  (which  was  the  other  man's 
p.ame)  ran  to  the  tree  on  which  Tim  Cox  was, 
and  catching  him  by  the  arm,  as  he  was  alighting  on 
the  ground,  gave  him  fo  fudden  a  twift,  that  he  threw 
him  on  his  face,  and  made  his  nofe  bleed,  faying  at 
the  fame  time,  What,  you  young  villain,  you  are  not 
contented  with  ftea'.ing  my  eggs,  but  you  mutt  have 

feme 
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Tome  apples  too  !  but  come  along,  firrah,  I  am  coi- 
ftable  now,  and  you  and  your  companion  ihall  go  to 
the  cage  for  to-day,  and  in  the  evening  I  will  take 
you  before  the  juftice.  The  boys  begged  and  pleaded, 
but  all  in  vain.  Ben  Godfrey  faid  it  was  his  duty  to 
take  up  thieves;  fo,  aflifted  by  his  neighbour  An- 
drew Lifter,  away  he  took  them,  and  locked  them  up 
in  the  cage,  where  they  fat,  expofed  to  the  derifion  of 
all  the  village,  without  a  morfel  of  food. 

Thomas  and  Jerry  were  exceedingly  {hocked  indeed, 
and  quite  afhamed  of  wearing  the  fame  kind  of  coat 
and  badge  as  the  wicked  boys  had  on,  It  was  now 
needlefs  to  call  at  Andrew  Lifter's ;  fo  with  forrow- 
ful  hearts  they  returned  home  to  their  friends'  houfes, 
but  not  a  mouthful  of  dinner  could  they  eat;  and, 
longing  to  know  how  the  matter  would  end,  Tho- 
mas Simpkins  afked  his  mother's  leave  to  go  to  the 
juftice's  iu  the  evening,  which  (he  readily  gave,  and 
he  called  upon  Jerry  Franks  to  accompany  him. 
They  arrived  at  the  cage  juft  as  the  boys  were  taken 
out  by  the  coraftable,  who,  tying  their  arms  behind 
their  backs,  fattened  a  rope  to  each,  and  drove  them 
before  him,  while  a  crowd  of  men,  womeji,  and 
children,  furrounded  them,  hooting  and  reproaching 
them  all  the  way.  Not  a  theft  had  been  committed 
in  the  village  but  they  were  fufpedred  of  it.  Thcfe, 
fays  one,  are  the  young  rogues  that  robbed  my  hen- 
rooft, — and  I  dare  fay,  they  ftole  my  ducks,  faid  ano- 
ther—I make  no  doubt  but  they  cut  my  cabbages,  • 
fays  a  third. — At  length  they  arrived  at  the  houle  of 
the  juftice,  Squire  Villars,  the  fame  good  gentleman, 
that  got  Thomas  into  the  fchool.  Andrew  Lifter 
was  called  upon  to  make  his  accufation. 

"  And  pleafe  your  worfhip,  faid  he,  I  am  a  poor 
working  man,  and  have  a  wife  and  feven  children  to 
maintain,  which,  I  blefs  God,  I  have  done  very  de- 
cently, by  fel:ing  fruit  at  market.  Though  the 
fummer  has  been  but  bad,  my  beft  apple-trees  bore 
B  very 
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very  well,  fo  that  I  thought  to  make  a  good  deal  of 
money  of  them,  as  nobody  hereabouts  has  fuch  fruit; 
but  thtfe  young  n  gues  got  into  mvc.rchard,  and  have 
gathered  their  pockets  and  bags  full  ;  and  not  or.ly 
fo,  but  have  broke  off  branches  from  the  trees,  vvh:ch 
will  hurt  them  for  the  time  to  come.  Now,  pleafe 
your  worfuip,  continued  he,  it  is  very  rurd  for  a  poor 
man  to  have  his  children's  bread  taken  out  of  their 
mouths  in  this  manner.  What  I  fay,  your  honour, 
is  very  true,  for  neighbour  Godfrey,  as  well  as  I, 
•caught  them  in  the  f.t£t."  Godfrey  then  declared  it 
uas  as  Andrew  Lifter  fa'd,  and  that  he  had  reafon  to 
think  the  boys  were  addicted  to  theffc,  and  en- 
couraged in  it  by  their  parents  ;  and  feveral  perfons 
prefent  attefled  the  fame.  Bird  arid  Cox,  and  their 
wives,  had  followed  their  fons  to  the  juftice's,  in  or- 
der to  beg  tht  m  off;  and,  on  hearing  this  charge 
•againft  them,  began  protecting  their  own  innocence, 
and  pleading  for  their  children,  declaring  that  this 
was  their  fir  ft  offence  ;  adding,  that  many  a  boy  rob- 
bed an  orchard  without  any  harm  being  thought  of 
it :  on  this  the  juftice  commanded  filence,  and  then 
fpoke  as  follows  : 

**  I  know  there  are  many  perfons  in  the  world, 
who  think  it  a  trifling  thing  to  rob  a  garden  or  or- 
chard, and  numbers  of  boys  value  themfelves  on  their 
dexterity  in  doing  it.  But  nothing  can  be  a  trifle, 
which  is  againft  the  word  of  God  and  the  law  of 
the  land.  Now,  whoever  reads  the  Bible  and  Tef- 
tament,  will  find  that  we  are  exprefsly  charged  not 
to  defraud  our  neighbour  ;  and  are  told  that  thieves, 
(hall  net  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven  :  and 
fcarcely  any  one  is  fo  ignorant,  a?  not  to  know  that 
there  are  laws'  appointed  for  the  punifhment  of  thieves, 
anJ  magistrates  to  put  the  laws  in  execution.  It  is, 
therefore,  aftonifhing  that  any  one  will  be  fo  wicked, 
or  fo  ioolifti,  as  to  fteal,  fince  they  incur  the  juft  an- 
e^r  of  God,  and  bring  pain  and  difgrace  upon  them- 
felves. 


felves.  Whoever  takes  what  belongs  to  another 
without  his  leave,  is  a  thief;  fo  that  robbing  an  or- 
chard is  no  fuch  trifle  :  if  he  fteals  from  a  poor  man, 
he  is,  as  the  wife  king  Solomon  obferves,  like  a  fweep- 
ing  rain,  which  leaveth  no  food\  and  if  he  fteal  from 
the  lich,  it  is  ftill  defrauding  his  neighbour. 

u  Jt  is  the  duty  of  every  one  to  teach  his  children, 
from  their  early  infancy,  to  be  true  and  juft  in  all 
their  dealings  ;  and  thole  who  teach  them  otherwife, 
as  I  find  the  parents  of  thefe  boys  have  done,  will  be 
called  to  a  fevere  account  for  it  at  the  day  of  judg- 
ment, and  vi  ill  be  defpifed  by  all  the  good  part  of  the 
world.  Surely  they  do  not  confider  the  danger  they 
expofe  their  children  to  ;  and  that  they  are  putting 
them  in  the  direct  way  to  the  gallows  ;  .for>hofe  woo 
will  take  little  things  when  they  are  young,  will  be 
tempted  to  take  greater  as  they  grow  older ;  for,  hav- 
ing no  principle  of  nonefty  in  their  hearts,  or  fear  of 
God  before  their  eyes,  they  will  rot  be  flopped,  by  the 
fear  of  human  laws,  from  any  theft  which  it  comes 
onto  their  wicked  hearts  to  commi<. 

"  It  gives  me  great  concern  to  have  occasion  to 
puniQi  two  boys,  who,  from  their  drefs  I  perceive, 
belong  to  the  charity  fcqool,  and  therefore  o"ght  to 
have  known  better  than  to  fteal,  whatever  their  pa- 
rents may  teach  them.  They  cannot  p'eati  the  want 
of  either  good  ir,ftru£tion,  or  good  example."  Then, 
turning  to  hisclerk,  hedefired  him  to  make  out  their 
mittimus.  The  boys  fell  on  their  knees  and  pleaded 
for  mercy.  Their  parents  entreated  moft  earneftly 
for  them;. which  moved  the  heart  of  Andrew  Lifter 
Ib  much,  that  he  begged  he  might  not  be  bound  over 
to  profecute  them.  "  Well,"  faid  the  juftice,  "  you 
are  very  merciful ;  I  will,  at  your  requeft,  and  in  pity 
to  their  youth,  difmifs  them." 

"  But   think  not,"  faid  he,  addrefiing  himfelf  to 

the  boys,  "  that  you  are  to  efcape  fo,  if  you  are  ever 

brought  before  me  again  for  the  like  offence,  how- 
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ever  trifling  your  theft  may  be.  Never  take  what 
belongs  to  another,  for  the  life  of  thieves  is  one  of 
the  mod  dreadful  that  can  be  conceived  ;  they  are 
in  continual  danger  of  difcovery  ;  are  afraid  to  walk 
about  by  day,  left  they  (hould  be  apprehended,  and 
if  taken  up  fent  to  prifons,  which  are  (hocking  be- 
yond conception,  being  filled  with  wicked  wretches, 
guilty  of  all  manner  of  crimes,  and  hardened  in  guilt, 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  are  like  devils,  fwearing, 
cuffing,  and  blafpheming  from  morning  to  night. 
Some  are  loaded  with  heavy  chains,  and  confined  in 
dark  dungeons,  from  which  they  are  taken  at  laft, 
and  hanged  like  dogs,  or  fcnt  into  flavery,  to  work 
like  horfes.  Go  about  your  bufinefs  now,  but  take 
care  to  let  me  fee  you  here  no  more."  Then,  turn- 
ing to  their  parents,  he  faid, "  Have  you  minded 
what  I  have  been  faying  ?  If  you  have  not,  confider 
it  for  the  future,  and  do  not,  through  your  own 
wickednefs,  bring  your  children  to  a  fhameful  death, 
and  occafion  the  lofs  of  their  immortal  fouls  ;  make 
reftitution  to  your  neighbour  for  the  lofs  of  his  fruit, 
and  correct  your  boys  for  the  fault  they  have  com- 
mitted, and  be  honeft  for  the  time  to  come."  The 
boys  were  then  fet  at  liberty,  and  the  crowd  difperfed 
to  their  refpe&ive  houfes. 


CHAP.  VI. 

rpHIS  fcene  made  a  ftriking  impreflion  upon  Tho- 
•*•  mas  Simpkins  and  Jerry  Franks  j  and  they  could 
neither  of  them  get  to  reft,  till  fome  time  after  they 
went  to  bed  ;  and  declared  to  their  friends,  that, 
were  they  either  Tim  Cox  or  Harry  Bird,  they 
ihould  never  be  able  to  (hew  their  faces  in  the  village 
again.  But  it  was  otherwife  with  thefe  wicked 
boys.  When  they  got  home,  their  parents,  inftead 
•f  defiring  them  to  be  thankful  for  the  lenity  which 

had 


had  been  {hewn  them,  and  to  remember  the  good  ad- 
vice they  had  received,  began  railing  at  the  juftice, 
for  being  partial  to  Andrew  Lifter  ;  and  faid  they 
faw  no  fuch  harm  in  taking  a  few  apples,  for  that 
many  a  fquire  had  done  fuch  a  thing  before  ;  by 
which  means  they  hardened  their  boys'  hearts  inftead 
of  correcting  them. 

The  next  morning  Thomas  and  Jerry,  when  they 
met  to  go  to  church,  talked  over  the  laft  day's  ad- 
venture; and  Jerry  admoniftied  the  other  to  return 
thanks  to  God  for  preferving  him  from  the  fnare 
which  had  been  laid  for  him,  and  they  both  earneftly 
befought  God  to  enable  them  to  refift  all  temptations 
to  dilhonefty  and  deceit. 

Thomas  greatly  lamented  that  he  could  not  write 
or  read  well  himfelf,  but,  with  his  mother's  leave,  he 
went  home  with  his  friend  Jerry  after  divine  fer- 
vice,  who  fearched  the  Bible,  and  found,  by  means 
of  the  margin,  a  number  of  texts  which  he  read  to 
k  Thomas,  and  then  wrote  down  for  his  own  ufe,  left 
he  fhould  at  any  time  be  tempted  to  fteal  and  lie; 
and  he  promifed  to  give  Thomas  a  copy  of  them  as 
foon  as  he  could  read  writing ;  and  they  both  refolved, 
with  the  grace  of  God,  to  be  true  and  juft  in  all  their 
dealings,  and  to  keep  their  hands  from  picking  and 
ftealing,  and  their  tongues  from  evil  fpeaking,  and 
lying  :  Jerry  alfo  read  to  Thomas  the  account  of  the 
death  of  Ananias  and  Sapphira. 

As  I  hope  all  my  readers  have  better  difpofitions 
than  Harry  Bird  and  Tim  Cox  {hewed,  1  will  here 
add  the  texts  which  Jerry  wrote  out,  as  it  is  likely 
many  good  boys  may  not  be  able  to  write  them  for 
themfelve?,  and  it  is  very  neceflary  for  all  perfons 
to  be  perfectly  acquainted  with  what  the  holy  fcrip- 
ture  fa)S  againft  the  vices  of  ftealing  and  lying,  which 
many  people  pradtife  without  fear  or  fliame,  not 
confidering  the  danger  they  run  of  lofing  their  own 
ibuls.  I  earneftly  entreat  all  who  read  this  book  to 
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learn  by  heart  what  follows,  and  alfo  Dr.  Wafts'.s 
divine  foriir,  entitled  u  The  Thief"  and  that  "  On 
Lving,"  as  foon  as  they  (hail  be  able  to  obtain  that  in- 
ftructive  and  amufing  book. 

Exodus  xx.  15.  Thoujhalt  not  fleal.  Prov.  xxii.  22. 
Rib  not  the  poor,  becaufe  hf  is  poor :  neither  opprtfs 
the  ajffhfied  in  the  gate.  Ephef.  iv.  28.  L<t  hitn 
that  Jtile  jleal  no  more;  but  rather  let  him  labour,  wot  It- 
ing  with  his  hands  the  thing  which  is  good,  that  he  may 
have  to  give  to  him  that  needeth.  I  Pet.  iv.  15.  But 
let  none  ofyoufuffer^as  a  murderer^  or  as  a  the  if,  t,r  as 
an  evil  doer,  or  as  a  bufy  body  in  other  men's  matters. 
I  Cor.  vi.  IO.  Njr thieves,  nor  covetous,  nor  drunkards, 
norrevilers,  nor  extortioners,  Jhall  inherit  the  k  ngdom  of 
G^d.  Lev.  xix.  1 1 .  Te  Jhall  not /leal,  neither  dealfalfely^ 
neither  lie  one  tj  another,  Prov.  xxiv.  28.  Be  not  a 
witnejs  again/I  thy  neighb:ur  without  caufe ;  and  deceive 
not  with  thy  lips.  Zech.  viii.  16,  17  Thefe  are  the 
things  that  ye  Jhall  do  ;  fpeak  ye  every  man  the  truth  to 
his  neighbour;  execute  the  judgment  of  truth  and  pence 
in  your  gat^s;  and  let  none  of  you  imagine  evil  in  your 
hearts  againft  his  neighbour;  and  love  nofalfe  oath  ;  for 
all  thefe  are  things  that  I  hate,  faith  the  Lord.  Eph. 
iv.  25.  Wherefore  putting  away  lying,  fpeak  every  man 
truth  with  his  neighour:  for  we  are  members  one  of 
another.  Ecclef.  vii.  12.  13.  Devife  not  a  lie  again/i 
thy  brother  ;  neither  do  the  like  to  thy  friend.  Ufe  not 
to  make  any  manner  of  lie,  for  the  cujlom  thereof  is  not 
good,  Prov.  xii.  22.  Lying  lips  are  abomination  to  the 
Lord;  but  they  that  deal  truly  arc  his  delight.  Pf.v.  6. 
The  Lord  will  abhor  both  the  blood-thirjly  and  deceitful 
man.  Prov.  xii.  ig.  The  lip  of  truth  Jhall  be  rftablijhed 
for  ever  ;  but  a  lying  tongue  is  but  for  a  moment.  Prov. 
xxix.  5 — 9.  A  man  thatjlattereth  bis  neighbour fpreadcth 
a  net  for  his  feet.  In  the  tranfgrejffion  of  an  evil  man  there 
is  a  fnare:  but  the  righteous  doth  fing  andrtjo'-ce.  The 
righteous  confidereth  the  caufe  of 'the  poor  :  but  the  wicked 
regardeth  net  to  know  it.  Rev.  xxi.  8.  All  liars  foall 
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have  their  part  in  the  Jake  which  burnt  h  with  fire  and 
Irimflone:  which  is  the  fecund  death.  Ecclef.  xx.  24, 
25,  36.  A  lie  is  afoulbht  in  a  man^yet  it  is  continually 
in  the  mouth  of  the  untaught \  A  thief  is  better  than  a 
man  that  is  accujiomed  to  lie  :  but  they  both /kail  have  de- 
Jiruttion  to  heritage.  The  difpc/ition  of  a  liar  is  dif- 
ho'iourab.'e,  and  his  Jliame  is  ever  with  him.  Pf.  ci. 
/  wil/fag  ef  mercy  and  judgment ;  unto  thee,  0  Lord, 
will  I  fing.  I  will  behave  myfeif  wifely  in  a  perfect 
way ;  O  when  wilt  thou  come  unit  me  ?  Iwi:l  walk 
within  my  houfe  with  a  perfefl  heart.  1  will  ft  t  no 
wicked  thing  before  mine  eyes :  I  hate  the  work  of  them 
that  turn  afide  ;  it  Jhall  not  cleave  to  me.  Afro-ward 
heart  Jhall  depart 'from  me.  Pf.  cxix.  163.  I  hate  and 
abhor  lying:  but  thy  law  do  I  love.  Pf.  cxx.  3,  4. 
ff^hat  Jbatt  be  given  unto  thee^  or  what  Jhall  be  done 
unto  thce^  thou  falfe  tongue?  Sharp  arrows  of  the 
mighty^  with  coals  cf  juniper.  Prov.  xix,  33.  A  pour 
man  is  better  than  a  liar. 


CHAP.    VII. 

*TPHE  next  morning  Thomas  snd  Jerry,  when 
•*•  they  met  to  go  to  church,  talking  over  the  laft 
night's  adventure,  and  agreed  in  opinion,  that  Tim 
end  Harry  would  never  have  the  aflurance  to  come 
to  fchool  again  ;  but  they  were  miftaken  ;  for  on 
Monday  they  both  attended,  having  been  perfuadcd 
by  their  parents  that  their  fchool-fellows  would 
laugh  at  the  matter  ;  and  that,  as  they  had  paid  An- 
drew Lifter,  their  mafter  had  no  bufmefs  with  them. 
But  they  were  deceived  j  for  though  many  of  the 
boys  had  faults,  there  was  not  one  befides  themfelves 
who  would  have  robbed  a  poor  man's  orchard ;  and 
not  one  of  them  would  play  with,  or  even  fpeak  to, 
thofe  who  had. 

As  foon  as  Mr.  Allen  had  taken  his  feat,  he  called 
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them  out   before  hijn,   and   faid,  "  I  am  really  afto- 
nifhed,  Harry  Bird  and  Tim  Cox,  to  fee  you  here  after 
the  crime  you  have  been  guilty  of.     How  can  either 
of  you  put  on  that  coat  and  badge,   which  are  the 
marks    to  diftinguifh  boys  educated   in  the  principles 
<  t    the   Chriltian  religion?  that  divine  religon,  whofe 
kws    you    have   fliamefully   broke !    You   have    not 
only  done  an  injury  to  Andrew  Lifter,  but  to  the 
ichool    you  belong   to.     As  it  is   publicly    known 
that  you  have  been  guilty  of  theft,  fome  perfons  may 
think  ill  of  the  inftitution,  and  withhold  their  bene- 
ft&ions,  fo  that  in  effect  you  may  be  faid  to  rob  the 
Ichool  itfelf.     On  this  account  I   cannot  keep  you 
here  ;   therefore,  according   to  the  orders  I  have  re- 
ceived  from  the  truftees,  I  expel  you,  as  unworthy 
r.f  the  charity,  which  was  intended  for  good  boys.  " 
Timothy   and    Harry  immediately  went  away  :  their 
fchool-fellows  were  much  affe&ed  at  this  fentence, 
but  it  was  neceflary  and  proper  that  Mr.  Allen  fhould 
aft  thus,  for  the  fake  of  the  other  boys. 

Timothy  and  Harry  returned  to  their  parents, 
who  with  their  ufual  folly  blamed  Mr.  Allen  j  and 
inftead  of  infifting  on  their  boys  begging  pardon,  and 
promifing  good  behaviour  for  the  future,  faid  they 
did  not  value  him,  nor  the  charity  fchool  either, 
nor  would  they  live  any  longer  in  the  village  jfo  in 
a  fhort  time  they  left  ir,  and  went  to  a  place  at  which 
they  were  not  known,  where  they  continued  their 
bnd  practices  ;  and  their  boys  grew  fo  wicked,  that 
at  Lit  one  turned  highwayman,  and  was  hanged; 
the  other  committed  fome  crime,  for  which  he  was 
condemned  to  work  in  the  ballaft  lighters. 

Thomas  Sifnpkins  improved  daily  in  his  learning  : 
in  fix  weeks  time  He  got  above  Sammy  Wilkins,  but 
did  not  exult  over  him,  though  he  could  not  help 
rejoicing  that  he  was  no  longer  the  lowed  boy  in 
the  (chool.  In  two  months  time  he  was  able  to  fpell 
words  of  four  fyllables,  and  to  read  the  Tcftarnent  and 
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the  Prayer  Book;  and  then  his  mailer  gave  him 
Watts's  divine  fongs  and  put  him  higher  in  the 
fchool,  and  began  teaching  him  to  write  and  cypher  ; 
and  Thomas  took  great  delight  in  the  hymn  book, 
which  had  been  given  him  as  a  reward ;  and  learnt  to 
repeat  a  number  of  the  hymns  by  heart,  andtoan- 
fwer  moft  of  the  queftions  in  a  book  concerning  the 
catechifm,  which  was  ufed  in  the  fchool ;  and  he  add- 
ed fome  of  the  hymns  to  his  morning  and  evening 
devotions,  feldom  omitting  that  which  contains 
praifes  to  God  for  learning  to  read. 

But  it  happened,  unfortunately  for  poor  Thomas 
that  his  mother  was  taken  fb  ill  that  fhe  could  not 
go  out  to  work  i  and,  having  no  money  beforehand, 
ihe  did  not  know  what  to  do  for  bread.  Thomas, 
though  very  unwilling  to  lofe  his  learning,  could 
not  bear  to  leave  her  long  by  herfelf  in  that  condi- 
tion ;  fo  ran  to  fchool,  and  begged  his  mafter  to 
excufe  his  not  going  till  (he  was  better.  The  maf- 
ter,  knowing  that  he  was  too  fond  of  his  book  to 
wilh  to  ftay  away,  readily  confented:  but  ftiil  the 
principal  diftrefs  remained?  Thomas's  mother  was 
fick,  and  he  had  no  means  of  get.  ing  any  thing  to 
do  her  good,  which  made  him  cry  fadly  at  fir  ft  ;  but 
he  foon  recollected  that  he  had  read  in  many  places  ia 
the  Bible  and  Teftament,  that  God  has  frrmifed  to 
hear  all  his  faithful fervants,  who  call  upon  him  in  ike 
day  of  trouble  j  and  he  was  fure  G:id  would  keep  his 
promife;  he  therefore  fell  on  his  knees,  and  befought 
the  Almighty  to  have  compaffion  on  his  diftrefs ; 
'  and,  if  it  was  his  good  pleafure,  to  reftore  his  dear 
mother  to  health,  and  to  put  it  into  the  heart  of  fome 
good  Chriftian  to  relieve  them. 

His  prayer  was  heard,  for  God  Almighty's  provi- 
dence fo  ordered  it,  that  an  acconnt  of  this  good 
woman's  illnefs  was  carried  to  Mrs,  Andrews,  a  very 
charitable  humane  lady  in  the  neighbourhood,  who 
came  that  afternoon  to  fee  her,  gave  hei  money  for  a 
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prefect  fupply,  and  Tent  her  from  day  to  day  medicines 
and  nourifhing  things,  till  fhe  was  quite  recovered, 
and  able  to  work  again.  The  fchoolmafter  alfo  re- 
commended her  to  the  re&or,  who  made  a  little  col- 
lection; to  which  all  the  gentry,  who  heard  what  a 
good  woman  Mrs.  Simplcins  wa?,  readily  contri- 
buted; and  her  poor  neighbours  came  and  did  what 
they  could  for  her;  and  when  {he  got  well  (he  had 
money  enough  left  to  pay  a  quarter's  rent,  which 
fhe  had  been  in  great  oare  about:  fo  {he  and  Thomas 
were  convinced  that  God  can  bring  good  out  of  evil, 
and  turn  misfortunes  into  blefllngs. 

When  Thomas's  mother  was  quite  recovered,  he 
went  to  fchool  again,   and   uftd  his  bell  diligence  to 
recover  his   loft  time;   though  indeed  he  had  not  en- 
tirely  neglected  his  learning;  for  while  he  fat  by  his 
mother's    bedlide,  he  got    his   tafk    every  day,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  if  he  had  been   expe6ted  at  fchool : 
and  his  mafter  was  fo  good,  as  not  only  to  hear  him 
jepeat  them,  but  alfo  gave  him,  as  a  reward  for  his 
induftry,  a   book   called   the   Cnriftian  Scholar  ;  and 
at  the  fame  time  recommended  him  as  an  example  to 
the  .rell  of  the  boy?,  who  were  in  general  glad  to 
hear  his  praifes,  and  refolved  to  be  like   him.     It   is 
fo  natural  to  defire  praife   and  commendation,    that 
one  wonders    every    boy   fhould    not  endeavour   to 
obtain  it  ;  and  yet  many  aft  as  if  they  were    indif- 
ferent in  refpecl:  to  what  the   world  think  of  them, 
not  confidering  the  value  of  a  good  chandler,  which 
often   puts  people  forward   in  the   world,   and   is  of 
more  advantage  to  them  than  a  large  fum  of  money 
without   it.     u  A  good  name"    (lays  the   wile  king 
Solomon)  "  is  rather  to  be  chofen  than  great  riches^  and 
loving  favour  than  f.foer  and  gold."     It  is  particularly 
neceffary   for   thofe   who    are   educated    at    charity 
fchools,    becaufe   no  perfon  will  t?ke  them  after  they 
come  away  without    a   character  from    the  mafter  : 
and  furely  no    teacher  will  be  induced  to  fpeak  well 
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cf  one  vfho  does  not  deferve  it.  Befides  it  i%to  be 
remembered  that  our  LORD  JESUS  CHRIST  himf<?lf 
did  not  defpife  the  good  opinion  of  the  world;  f  >r  it 
is  faid  of  him,  that  when  but  twelve  years  old  ke  in- 
creafcd  in  wifdom  sndjlature^  and  grew  in  favour  with 
God  and  man. 

CHAP.     VIII. 

IT  would  make  my  ftory  too  long  were  I  to  give 
an  account  of  every  remarkable  inftance  of 
Thoinas  Simpkins's  good  behaviour  while  he  went 
to  the  charity  fchool  ;  but  there  is  one  particular 
which  I  cannot  pafs  over,  becaufe  many  boys  are  not 
fo  fctupulous  on  the  fubje£t  as  they  ought  to  be,  and 
perhaps  fome  who  read  this  hiftory  may  be  the  better 
for  his  example.  He  would  not  pay  away  a  bad 
halfpenny,  knowing  it  to  be  fo,  on  any  account,  be- 
caufe he  thought  it  was  cheating,  as  it  could  not  be 
properly  called  money ;  and  befide.s  he  was  afraid 
that  at  laft  it  might  come  to  fome  poor  wretch  who 
had  not  another  in  the  werld  ;  and  he  had  rather 
work  a  day,  or  even  a  week  more,  than  that  this 
fhould  be  the  cafe;  for  a  thing  which  happened 
a  little  before  he  went  to  fchool,  made  his  very  heart 
ache,  *nd  he  could  never  mention  it  without  tears  in 
his  eyes.  It  was  this:  When, he  came  home  from 
work  one  evening,  his  mother  fent  him  to  the 
chandler's  fhcp  for  a  three-penny  loaf.  At  the  fame 
time  a  very  miferable  looking  man  came  in,  and 
defired  to  have  a  quartern  loaf  and  a  pound  ofcheefe, 
for  which  he  laid  down  a  {hilling.  The  man  of  the 
fhop  looked  at  it,  and  faid  it  was  a  bad  one :  at 
hearing  this  the  poor  creature  was  ready  to  fink  into 
the  earth,  and  declared  he  did  not  know  it  to  be  foj 
but  the  (hopkeeper  immediately  drove  a  nail  through 
the  ihilling,  and  fattened  it  to  the  counter,  biddiug 
B  6  him 


E    3*    ] 

him  be  gone  for  a  cheat.     The  poor  wretch,  who 
was  lame  and  couUl  not  work,  had  not  another  far- 
thing ;  and  this  {hilling  had  been  given  him  in  charity 
by  a  ftranger :    fo  he  was  rbliged  to  go  away  without 
the  bread  and  cheefe.     Thomas  followed  him,  and 
faw  him  enter  an  old  barn,  where  four  children  met 
him,  crying  out  with  one  voico,  "  Where's  the  bread 
and  cheefe,  daddy?"    The  little  creatures  had  had  no 
food  all  day;  their  poor  father  could  not  tell  them  he 
had  none  for  them,  but  burft  into  tears,  and  threw 
himfelf  on  the   grour.d,  endeavouring    to   fhfle   his 
fobs. — Thomas,   who  could  not  bear  the  fight  of  fo 
much  diftrefs,  ran  home,  and  begged  his  mother  fo 
carry  them  fomething  to  eat.   Mrs.  Simplcins,  having 
had  but  little  work  that  week,  was  rather  ftiort  of 
money ;  however,  fhe  thought  of  the  widow's  mite, 
and  refolved  to  give  all  fhe  had  to  thefe  poor  ftran- 
gers,  who  were  lo  much  worfe  off  than  herfelf ;  fo 
ihe   cheerfully  took  the   three-penny  loaf,  and   her 
flock  of  cheefe,  and  divided  it  amongft  them.    Tho- 
mas alfo  fetched  a  mefs  of  milk,  which  had  been  pro- 
vided for  his  fupper ;  this  he  cheerfully  gave  to  the 
ftrangers ;    and  both  he  and  his  mother  were  con- 
tented to  go  without  food  themfelves  ;  and  even  re- 
joiced that  God  Almighty  had  put  it  in  their  power 
to  feed  the  hungry,  as  they  had   heard  the   parfon 
read  in  the  Teftament,  the  very  Sunday  before,  that 
"  our  LORD  and  SAVIOUR.  JESUS  CHRIST  will  look 
upon  fuch  adtions  as  done  to  himfelf,  and  will  re- 
ward them  in  heaven  ;"  and  Mrs.  Simpkins  defired 
Thomas  to  think  what  happinefs  it  would  be  to  hear 
his  bleffed  Lord  fay,  when  he  fhould  come  in  the 
clouds    with  all   his  holy  angels,    "  Come,  ye  bleffed 
of  my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from 
the  foundation  of  the  world — For  I  was  an   hungred, 
and  ye  gave-  me  meat ;  I  was  thirty,  and  ye  gave  me 
drir.k  /"     And  how  dreadful  to  hear  him  fay,  «*  De- 
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part,  ye  wided,  into  everlaft'mg  fire>  prepared  for  the 
devil  and  bis  angels  /" 

Thomas  not  only  kept  his  tongue  from  lying,  and 
his  hands  from  dealing,  but  made  a  confcience  of 
playing  fair  at  all  games,  and  never  cheated,  or  made 
ufe  of  any  tricks  ;  neither  could  he  be  prevailed  on  to 
play  for  money ;  for  he  faid  a  little  lofs  was  often  dif- 
trefling  to  poor  folk?,  and  he  fhould  be  apt  to  grieve 
himfelf  at  lofmg,  therefore  could  not  enjoy  his  win- 
nings, left  he  fhould  be  the  caufe  of  grief  to  others. 
Befides,  he  faid,  it  took  off  all  the  pleafure  of  play  to 
make  a  trade  of  it.  He  was  alfo  very  indulgent  to 
the  little  boys,  in  teaching  them  how  to  fpin  tops, 
play  with  marbles,  &c.  and  always  took  their  part 
when  others  teafed  them.  In  {hort,  there  was  not  a 
virtue  recommended  in  the  fcripture?,  but  this  good 
boy  tried  to  pra&ife  it ;  nor  a  vice  forbid  but  he  tried 
to  avoid  it ;  by  which  means  he  patted  his  time  very 
happily ;  as  all  people  will  do,  who  keep  God  in  all  their 
thoughts,  fo  as  to  fear  doing  what  he  has  forbid,  and 
love  God,  fo  as  to  defire  to  do  what  he  has  com- 
manded. 


CHAP.     IX. 

HHHERE  is  one  thing  more,  which  I  cannot  for- 
•*-  bear  mentioning,  it  was  fo  very  praifeworthy, 
In  the  fame  village  where  Thomas  Simpkins  lived 
was  a  boy  named  Dick  Howe,  whofc  mother  was  a 
fad  indolent  gofliping  woman,  and  his  father  a 
drunken  reprobate  fellow  j  therefore  Dick  had  little 
chance  of  knowing  his  duty;  but  he  was  naturally  a 
quiet  good  tempered  lad,  though  he  had  learned  to 
fwear  and  to  ufe  dreadfully  wicked  words.  This  boy 
worked  for  the  fame  farmer  as  Thomas  Simpkins  had 
formerly  done,  and  they  had  agreed  very  well  together; 
and  many  a  time  had  Thomas  made  Dick  cry,  by 
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talking  to  him  about  his  wickednefi ;  but  he  ufed  to 
fay  he  could  not  help  it,   for  he  did  not  know  when 
he  fvvore,  he  had  fuch  a  habit  of  it.     Thomas  felt  a 
great  deal  of  pity  for  this  poor  boy,  but  was  afraid  of 
being  too  intimate  with   him,  left  the  fchonl-mafter 
fhouTd  have  a    bad   opinion  of  him.     At   length  it 
happened  that  Dick's  father  and  mother  both  died  of 
the  fmall-pox,  and  he  went  to  live  with  an  uncle  and 
aunt,   who  were  very  fober  gocd  people,  and  they 
wifhed  very  much  to  get  Dick  into  the  charity-  fchool, 
but  there  was  no  vacancy.  Thomas  Simpkins  thought 
he  might  now  fafely  keep  company  with  Dick;   and 
hearing  what  his  friends  wiihed  about  the  charity- 
fchoo!,  refolved  to  try  if  he  could  not  teach  him  to 
read,  and  accordingly  fet  abput  it :   Dick  took  great 
pain?,  and  Thomas  gained  great  honour  ;  for  he  taught 
him  to  read  very  well  in  the  fpelling  book,  bicke  him 
of  fwearing  and  ufmg  b<;d  words,  and  perfuaded  him 
to  go  to  church  every  Sunday.     He  ufed  to  fay  that 
he  thought  fwearing  was  a  foolifh  as  well  as  a  wicked 
cuftom,  for  the  words  fwearing  people  ufed  feemed 
often  to  come  in  without  fenfe  or  meaning  ;  and  he 
begged  of  Dick  to  confider  that  it  muft  be  a  great 
affront  to  God  Almighty  to  hear -his,  holy  name  ufed 
in  that  free  manner,  efprcially  as  he  had  commanded 
that  it  fhtuld  not  be  taken  in  vain;  the  meaning  of 
which  command  his  mafter  had  taught  him,  was,  that 
no  one  (hould  ufe  the  name  of  God  in  common  dif- 
courfe.     He  faid,  whenever  he  read  or  repeated  any 
of  the  Ten  Commandments,  he  could  not  help  think- 
ing of  the  awful  manner  in  which  they  were  delivered 
on  M'  u  st  Sinai.     He  then  read  to  Dick  Howe  that 
part  of  the  bock  of  Exodus  which  defcribes  this  affect- 
ing event ;   and  afkecl  him,  whether  he  thought  that 
he  (hould  e\  er  have  dared  to  fwear  if  he  had  heard  the 
thunr'eririgs  and  teen  the  glory  of  God.     He  begged 
of  DicK  to  remember  that  the  fame  God  is  prefent  at 
all  times,  in  all  places,  though  he  does  not  appear  to 
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us  as  he  did  to  the  Ifraelites,  and  that  he  has  power 
to  ftrike  every  prefumptuous  Tinner  dead  in  an  inftant 
who  dares  to  break  his  commandments,  and  that  it 
cannot  be  expe&ed  he  will  blefs  thofe  v\ho  wilfully 
do  fo. 

Dick  Howe  felt  the  force  of  this  admonition,  and 
promifed  to  try  to  refrain  from  fwearing.  Thomas 
advifed  him  to  pray  for  divine  grace  to  affift  his  en- 
deavours, and,  in  order  to  refreth  his  memory,  beg- 
ged him  to  repeat  to  himfelf  every  morning,  when  he 
faid  his  prayers,  the  third  commandment  and  the  follow- 
ing ttxts  offcripture,  Lev.  xix.  12.  Ye  Jhall  not  fw ear 
by  my  namefalfely,  neither  fo  alt  thou  profane  the  name  of 
thy  God:  1  am  the  Lord.  Matt.  v.  34.  But  I  fay  unto 
you,  fwear  not  at  all ;  neither  by  heaven,  for  it  is  God's 
throne;  nor  by  the  earth,  fcr  it  is  his  footjlool:  neither 
foalt  thou  fwear  by  thy  head^  becaufe  thsu  canft  not  make 
one  hair  white  ir  black.  Matt,  xxiii.  16.  Wountoyou^ 
ye  blind  guides,  which  fay,  wbofoever  Jhall  fw  ear  by  the 
temple,  it  is  nothing  :  but  whofoever  foall  fwear  by  the 
gold  of  the  temple,  he  is  a  debtor.  James  v.  12.  But 
above  all  things,  my  brethren,  fwear  not,  neither  by  hea- 
ven, neither  by  the  earth,  neither  by  any  other  oath  :  but 
let  your  yea  be  yea,  and  your  nay  nay ;  left  ye  fall  into 
condemnation.  Eccluf.  xxiii.  9.  Accvjlom  not  thy  mouth 
to  fwearing ;  neither  ufe  thyfelf  to  the  naming  of  the 
Holy  One.  Eccluf.  xxvii.  14.  The  talk  of  him  that 
fweareth  much  maketh  the  hairjland  upright :  ar.d  their 
brawls  make  onejlop  his  cars. 

About  half  a  year  after  the  death  of  Dick  Howe's 
father,  Jerry  Franks  left  fchool ;  and  Diclc,  to  his 
great  joy,  was  taken  in  his  ftead ;  and  very  glad  he 
was  that  Thomas  Simpkins  had  put  him  forward,  as 
he  was  a  great  boy,  and  would  not  have  fo  many 
years  to  (lay  ait  fchool  as  thofe  who  were  Id  ken  in 
younger. 

Thomas  Simpk  ns  continued  to  go  to  fchool  till 
he  was  fourteen  years  old  j  and  was  for  the  laft  two 
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years  very  ufeful  to  hismafter  in  teaching  the  younger 
boys,  and  was  beloved  by  every  one  in  the  fchool  ; 
fo  that  when  the  time  came  for  him  to  go  away,  they 
were  very  forry  indeed  ;  however,  as  Thomas  knew 
that  George  Ellis  wanted  to  get  his  fon  into  the 
fchool,  he  did  not  defire  to  ftay  any  longer;  and, 
thanking  his  matter  for  his  kindnefs  and  good  inftruc- 
tion,  took  his  leave. 

Thomas  now  found  himfelf  at  a  lofs  for  employ- 
ment, and  could  not  bear  to  Jive  a  burden  upon  his 
poor  mother ;  he  therefore  refolved  to  do  any  work 
that  he  could  get,  rather  than  be  idle. 

His  wifh  was  to  go  'prentice  to  fome  trade,  in 
which  he  might  have  a  chance  of  rifing  in  the  world  j 
but  as  this  could  not  be  done  fur  want  of  money,  nor 
without  leaving  his  mother,  he  determined  to  go  to 
hufbandry  work,  for  the  prefent  at  leaft;  and  accord- 
ingly engaged  himfelf  to  the  fame  farmer  whom  he 
had  ferved  before,  who  now  agreed  to  give  him  four 
/hillings  a  week;  and  Thomas  flrove  to  earn  it,  for 
he  was  very  ftrong,  and  knew  it  would  be  extremely 
difhoneft  not  to  give  his  beft  fervice  for  the  wages  he 
received  ;  and  he  took  great  care  of  the  horfes  he 
drove,  fed  them  regularly,  rubbed  them  down,  and 
gave  them  water  properly ;  not  only  out  of  pity  to 
the  poor  beads,  but  becaufe  he  knew  they  coft  his 
matter  a  great  deal  of  money. 

Though  Thomas  could  read  and  write,  and  cypher 
very  well,  he  was  not  at  all  above  driving  a  cart,  or  a 
plough ;  for  he  thought  to  himfelf,  that  a  boy  had 
better  be  without  learning  than  to  difdain  getting  his 
bread  in  any  honeft  way  that  was  mbft  fuitable.  To 
be  fure  he  would  rather  have  had  an  employment  in 
which  he  could  cxercife  his  talents;  but  pride  was 
not  made  for  man\  and  whilft  he  was  waiting  for  fuch 
a  place  as  he  wiflied,  he  might  ftarve  for  want,  or 
elfe  diftrefs  his  poor  mother :  fo  he  rofe  early,  and 
purfued  his  daily  tafk  with  &  contented  cheerful  heart, 
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and  every  evening  wrote  out  fomething  from  the 
fcriptures,  or  other  good  books,  and  did  a  fum  or  two, 
to  keep  his  hand  in;  and  read  10  his  mother  or  elfe 
to  Goody  Todd,  a  poor  blind  woman,  and  Gaffer 
JefFeries,  an  old  infirm  man,  who  lived  in  the  alms- 
houfes.  Poor  Mrs.  Simpkins  was  very  happy  in 
having  fuch  a  good  fon. 


w1 
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'HEN  Thomas  had  worked  for  farmer  Hobfon 
about  a  year,  it  happened  that  Mr.  Brown,  the 
new  redtor,  wanted  a  fervant.  Thomas's  mother 
thought  the  place  would  fuit  him  very  well,  and  wiih- 
ed  him  to  go  after  it;  which  he  was  very  willing  to 
do,  as  he  had  heard  the  rector  was  a  good  man,  and 
would  let  his  fervants  go  to  church,  and  alfo  inftrudt 
them  in  their  duty  ;  he  therefore  begged  the  farmer 
to  fpare  him ;  and,  having  made  himfelf  as  clean  as 
he  could,  waited  upon  Mr.  Brown,  who  was  fitting 
in  the  pailour  with  his  lady,  and  defired  he  might 
come  in.  Mrs.  Brown  was  vaftly  pleafed  with  his 
appearance,  but  was  afraid  he  was  too  young  to  un- 
dertake all  their  work,  as  they  kept  a  horfe,  two  cows, 
four  pigs,  made  butter,  and  had  a  little  garden  to 
weed  and  water,  befides  waiting  at  table,  cleaning 
fhoes,  and  going  of  errands ;  but  Thomas  thought  he 
could  manage  all  this  bufmefs  by  rifmg  early  in  the 
morning ;  the  only  thing  he  was  fearful  of  was  wait- 
ing at  table;  bur,  on  Mrs.  Brown's  promifing  to 
inftrutt  him,  he  declared  himfelf  willing  to  learn. 
Mr.  Brown  then  afked  him  it  he  did  not  once  belong 
to  the  charity-fchool,  as  he  thought  he  remembered 
his  face  among  the  charity  boys  ;  and  foon  recollected 
that  he  faid  his  catechifm  the  beft  of  any  at  church 
the  Sunday  he  catechifed  the  children  for  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, the  laft  re&or ;  and  that,  on  inquiry  who  he 
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was,  he  had  heard  an  extraordinary  good  character  of 
him  from  the  fchool-mafk-r ;  this  circumftance  fettled 
the  bufmels  at  once ;  and  it  was  agreed  that  Tho- 
mas fhould  have  four  pounds  a  year,  and  a  livery,  and 
go  to  his  p'ace  as  foon  as  he  could  j  but  he  begged 
Mr.  and  Mr«.  Brown  would  excufe  him  till  farmer 
Hobfon  could  get  a  bov  in  his  ftrad,  becaufe  it  was 
a  very  bufy  time  wiih  him,  and  he  could  not  well 
fpare  a  hand.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  were  not  that 
kind  of  gentlefolks  who  think  the  world  only  made 
for  them,  and  fo  that  they  are  ferved  do  not  care  what 
becomes  of  ether  people  ;  they  confidertd  that  it 
would  be  worfe  for  the  farmer  tt>  lofe  one  of  his 
hands,  than  for  them  to  make  fhift  without  a  fooiboy  ; 
and,  as  there  was  a  neighbour's  fon  who  could  milk 
the  cows,  and  look  after  the  pigs,  &c.  for  a  little 
while,  they  defired  Thomas  not  to  leave  the  farmer 
unhandfomely  on  any  account ;  and  he  made  all  the 
hafte  he  could  to  his  work,  not  even  flaying  to  tell 
his  mother  of  his  good  fortune,  though  he  wanted  to 
do  fo  very  much  ;  however,  (he1  was  fo  defirous  of 
knowing  how  he  fucceeded,  that  fhe  waliced  to  the 
field,  and  there  had  the  fatisfaction  of  hearing  that  he 
was  hired. 

In  about  three  days  another  lad  was  found  to  fupply 
Thomas's  place  at  the  farmer's  ;  and  he  called  in  the 
evening  to  acquaint  Mr.  Brown  that  he  could  wait 
on  him  on  the  Monday  following. 

Thomas,  from  the  time  he  had  been  able  to  read 
his  Bible  ar.d  Teftament,  had  made  it  his  conftant 
practice  to  ftudy  his  duty  from  it,  and  particularly  de- 
fired  to  do  fo,  as  he  was  going  into  a  new  ftation  of 
life  ;  for  this  purpofe,  both  before  and  after  church,  on 
Sunday,  he  employed  himfelf  in  fearching  for  the  texts 
that  related  to  the  duty  of  a  fervant,  and  wrote  them 
down  in  a  little  book,  which  he  made  for  the  purpofe, 
that  he  might  read  them  over  often,  and  remember 
them.  The  texts  he  wrote  down  were  as  follows: 
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Ephefians,  chap.  vi.  ver.  5 — 8.  Servants,  be  obnticnt 
to  them  that  are  your  imjlcrs  according  to  the  fiejh  with 
fear  and  t rembling,  infinglenefi  of  heart  as  unto  Chr;ft-y 
not  with  eye  fervice  as  men-p!eafers,  but  as  the  fcrvants 
of  Cbrtft,  doing  the  will  of  God  fom  the  'mart  \  with 
g-iod-will  d:>ing  fervice,  as  to  the  Lord,  and  rot  to  men ; 
knowing  that  whatfoever  good  thing  any  man  doth,  the 
fame  /hull  he  receive  of  the  Lcrd,  whether  he  be  bond  or 
free.  Col.  iii.  22 — 25.  Servants,  ob;y  in  all  things 
ysur  ma/Lrs  according  to  the  fie fb  ;  not  with  eye  fervice^ 
as  men-pleifirs,  but  in fenglenefs  of  heart,  fearing  God  : 
and  whatfoever  ye  do,  do  it  heartily,  as  to  the  Lord,  and 
not  unto  men  :  knowing  that  of  the  Lord  ye  fljail  receive 
the  reward  of  the  inheritance;  for  ye  ferve  the  Lord 
Chr'jjl.  But  he  that  doth  wrcng,  /ball-receive  ftr  tht 
wrong  which  he  hath  done :  and  there  is  no  refpeft  of 
perfons.  i  Tim.  vi.  I.  Let  as  many  fervants  as  are  un- 
der the  yoke  count  their  own  majlers  as  worthy  of  all  ho- 
nour, that  the  name  of  God,  and  his  doflrine,  be  not 
blafphemed.  Titus  ii.  9 — II.  Exhort  fervants  to  be 
obedient  unto  their  own  majlers,  and  to  pleafe  them  well 
in  all  things,  not  anfwering  again ;  not  purloining,  but 
Jhewing  all  good  fidelity ;  that  they  may  adorn  the  dofirine 
of  Gt>d  our  Saviour  in  all  things .-  for  the  grace  of  God, 
thatbringethfalvation,  hath  appeared  to  all  men. — From 
thefe  texts  he  learnt  that  ferving  a  mafter  faithfully, 
for  confcience  fake,  is  efteemed  by  the  Lord  as  fervicc 
done  to  himfelf,  and  will  be  rewarded  accordingly  in 
the  other  world.  Thomas  refolved  to  follow  the 
fcripture  rules  as  ftridtly  as  pcffible,  that  he  might 
after  death  be  admitted  to  the  joys  of  heaven :  but 
knowing  that  no  one,  without  the  grace  of  God,  is 
able  to  do  his  duty,  in  any  inftance,  he  prayed  to  God 
to  confirm  his  good  refolutions,  and  give  him  grace 
to  keep  them. 

In  the  evening  Thomas  called  and  took  leave  of  his 
friends,  who  were  forry  to  part  with  him,  t:fpecialiy 
poor  Goody  Todd,  and  Gaffer  Jefferies  j  but  Dick 
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Howe,  who  was  grown  a  very  good  boy,  promifed 
to  read  to  them  and  Mrs.  Sirrpkins  too,  which  made 
Thomas  very  happy ;  and  on  Monday  morning  his 
mother  walked  with  him  to  the  reftor's,  but  parted 
at  the  gate,  left  the  family  ihould  think  flie  made  a 
fimpleton  of  him. 

As  foon  as  Mr.  Brown  knew  he  was  come,  he 
called  him  into  the  parlour,  and  faid,  *'  Well,  Tho- 
mas, I  have  heard  fo  many  good  things  of  you,  that  I 
make  no  doubt  you  will  behave  as  you  ought  to  do; 
but  as  you  have  never  yet  been  out  at  fervice,  I  will 
tell  you  what  I  expect  from  you. 

u  You  will  not  find  me,  Thomas,  like  many  maf- 
ters,  indifferent  in  refpe<5l  of  what  becomes  of  your 
foul,  fo  that  you  do  the  work  I  hired  you  for;  on  the 
contrary,  I  fhall  endeavour  to  give  you  fuch  religious 
inftruction  as  you  ftand  in  need  of;  fliall  allow  you 
time  to  ferve  God ;  and  will  treat  you  kindly  and 
juftly  in  every  refpedt. 

"  Now,  in  return  for  this,  I  have  a  right  to  re- 
quire you  to  ferve  me  with  fidelity.  Every  ftate  and 
condition  of  life,  Thomas,  has  its  particular  duties. 
The  duty  of  a  fervant  is  to  be  obedient,  diligent,  fo- 
ber,  juft,  honeft,  frugal,  orderly  in  his  behaviour, 
fubmiflive  and  refpe£tful  towards  his  mafter  and  mif- 
trefs,  and  kind  to  his  fellow-fervants  ;  he  muft  alfo 
be  contented  in  his  ftation,  becauft  it  is  neceflary  that 
fome  (hould  be  above  others  in  this  world :  and  it  was 
the  will  of  the  Almighty  to  place  him  in  a  ftate  of 
fervitude. 

"  I  have  agreed  to  pay  you  wages,  Thomas,  for 
which  you  have  agreed  to  give  me  your  time  and 
labour  ;  therefore,  if  you  fhould  be  idle,  and  neglect 
my  work,  and  wafte  the  time  which  you  have  in  a 
manner  fold  to  me,  it  would  be  all  the  fame  as  rob- 
bing me  of  my  money.  You  have  alfo  put  yourfelf 
in  fubje&ion  to  me,  and  your  miftrefs,  and  are  there- 
fore bound  to  obey  all  our  lawful  commands.  Many 
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things  belonging  to  me  muft  neceflarily  come  under 
your  care  ;  and  you  will  have  opportunities  of  wafting 
my  property  very  much;  but  depend  on  it,  if  you  do 
fo,  God  will,  at  the  great  day  of  judgment,  call  you 
to  an  account  for  it ;  for  he  will  view  all  your  actions 
when  they  are  hidden  from  the  eyes  of  the  whole 
world.  Remember  this,  Thomas,  and  never  do  any 
thing  which  you  would  be  afraid  to  do  in  the  prefence 
of  God  Almighty.  The  more  fober,  orderly,  and  re- 
gular, you  are  in  your  behaviour,  the  happier  you  will 
beN;  and  if  you  are  kind  to  your  fellow-fervants,  you 
will  have  a  claim  to  kindnefs  from  them.  I  have  at 
prefent  two  very  good  girls ;  but  you  may  chance,  in 
a  courfe  of  years,  to  fall  among  fervants  of  a  different 
character,  who  confider  their  own  intereft  only,  with- 
out regard  to  that  of  their  mafter  and  miftrefs ;  I  muft 
therefore  add,  that  it  is  not  only  your  duty  to  be  juft 
and  honeft  yourfelf,  Thomas,  but  to  inform  me  if 
you  fee  my  property  wafted  by  others.  I  mention 
this,  becaufe  a  miftaken  notion  prevails  among  fer- 
vants, that  they  are  on  no  account  to  tell  of  each  other, 
let  them  fee  ever  fo  many  bad  practices.  Now  this 
is  very  wrong ;  for  a  perfon  might  as  well  forbear  to 
difcqver  a  houfebreaker,  or  a  highwayman,  as  forbear 
to  tell  when  they  fee  bread  and  meat  given  away  or 
wafted.  I  do  not  mean,  my  lad,  that  you  fhould  be 
a  tell-tale,  nor  will  my  ears  be  open  to  frivolous 
complaints;  all  I  defire  is,  that  you  fhould  keep  no- 
thing a  fecret  from  me  which  is  of  confequence  for 
me  to  know. 

"  Remember  alfo,  that  you,  as  well  as  people  in 
the  higher  ranks  of  life,  have  a  mafter  in. heaven 
whom  you  are  bound  to  ferve  and  obey.  By  him 
we  are  all  entrufted  with  talents,  which  we  are  re- 
quired to  improve  to  the  utmoft  of  our  power.  The 
talents  God  has  committed  to  you,  Thomas,  are 
health,  ftrength,  and  underftanding,  fufficient  to  qua- 
lify you  for,  and  enable  you  to  difcharge  the  duties 
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of  the  fiation  he  has  placed  you  in;  thcfe  you  muft 
diligently  improve,  by  endeavouring,  on  all  occafions, 
to  a&  by  me,  and  every  perfon  with  whom  you  have 
any  dealings,  to  the  beft  of  your  knowledge  and  abili- 
ties. You  muft  alfo  endeavour,  by  all  proper  means, 
to  increafe  your  knowledge,  in  order  to  be  more  and 
more  ufeful  in  the  world  as  you  grow  older.  If  you 
do  this,  you  may  hope  to  meet  your  Lord  with  joy, 
at  his  coming  to  judge  the  world." 

Thomas  allured  Mr.  Brown  that  he  would  always 
be  true  and  juft  to  him;  and  neither  wrong  him,  nor 
fee  him  wronged,  without  informing  him  of  it;  and 
that  he  would  never  forget  he  had  a  foul  to  be  faved. 
"  Then,"  replied  his  maftcr,  "  we  (hall  both  be 
happy,  Thomas ;  for  you  may  depend  upon  all  the 
encouragement  you  can  reafonably  defire.  Go  into 
the  kitchen  now  ;  your  miftrefs  will  be  back  from 
market  prefently,  and  will  tell  you  what  to  do." 

Thomas  then  made  his  bow,  and  went  into  the 
kitchen;  where,  feeing  no  one,  as  the  maids  were 
bufy  in  other  parts  of  the  houfe,  he  fat  down,  and 
thought  in  his  mind  on  what  Mr.  Brown  had  been 
faying,  which  he  found  quite  agreeable  to  the  texts 
of  fcripture  he  had  written  out,  and  determined  to 
obferve  it. 

CHAP.    XI. 

• 

SOON  after  the  maids  came  down  flairs,  and  fpoke 
fo  kindly  to  Thomas,  that  he  was  quite  pleafed  ; 
they  alfo  praifed  their  matter  and  miftrefs,  and  faid, 
if  he  was  not  happy  in  their  fervice,  it  muft  be  his  own 
fault.  This  was  great  encouragement  to  him,  and 
his  heart  overflowed  with  gratitude  towards  God  Al- 
mighty, whofe  providence  had  brought  him  into  fo 
good  a  family. 

Prefently  after  Mrs.  Brown  came  in  with  ner  two 
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children,  a  little  mafter  about  (even  years  old,  and  a 
young  lady  about  fixteen.  As  foon  as  the  young 
gentleman  faw  Thomas,  he  cried  out,  "  Here's  the 
new  boy,  mamrra,  here's  the  new  boy!"  and  run- 
ning up  to  him,  faid,  "  Are  you  come  to  live  with 
us  ?"  Thomas  very  civilly  told  him  he  was.  Mrs. 
Brown  then  the  wed  Thomas  a  little  pantry,  in,  which 
ftood  a  dinner  tray,  the  knife  cafes,  fume  glafles,  the 
common  tea  things,  &c.  of  which  he  was  to  have 
the  care;  and  told  him  (he  expected  always  to  fee 
every  article  there,  when  it  was  not  in  ufe,  in  the 
very  places  they  then  ftood  in.  She  then  gave  him  a 
thickfet  jacket  and  waiftcoat  for  every  day,  and  a  drab- 
coloured  livery,  turned  up  with  green,  for  his  beft, 
telling  him,  that  fhe  required  him  to  keep  his  clothes, 
hand?,  and  face,  very  clean.  She  then  ordered  Joe 
Feter«,  who  had  milked  the  cows,  and  fed  the  pigs,, 
till  Thomas  could  go  to  his  place,  to  {how  him  where 
they  were  kept;  and  when  he  came  in,  it  was  time 
to  get  him(elf  ready  for  dinner  ;  he  accordingly 
drefled  himfelf  in  his  new  jacket,  and  looked  very 
neat  indeed  ;  his  rr.iftrefs  was  fo  kind  as  to  direcl  him 
how  to  lay  the  cloth,  and  wait  at  table,  and  was 
quite  furprifed  to  fee  how  handy  he  was  the  firft  time; 
he  then  went  and  got  his  own  dinner  with  the  maids ; 
after  which  little  mafter  begged  the  new  boy  might 
go  \vith  him  to  fly  his  kite;  to  which  Mrs.  Brown 
contented,  only  defiring  they  would  be  back  time 
enough  for  Thomas  to  get  tea  ready,  which,  with 
his  rrnftrefs's  directions,  he  managed  very  well ;  he 
a'terwards  milked  the  cows,  and  watered  the  garden; 
and  in  the  evening  fat  down  quite  comfortably  with 
the  maids,  who  rejoiced  to  hear  that  he  could  read, 
and  entertain  them  while  they  worked.  Thomas 
laid  his  cloth  for  fupper,  without  making  any  mis- 
takes ;  and,  as  foon  as  he  and  the  reft  of  the  fervants 
had  fupped,  Mr.  Brown  rang  a  bell  to  colled:  his 
family  together,  that  they  might  end  the  day  with 
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religious  worfhip ;  and  after  prayers  every  one  retired 
to  bed  in  peace,  and  took  their  reft,  trufling  that  God 
Almighty  would  raife  them  up  in  fafety. 

In  the  morning  Thomas  rofe  by  five  o'clock,  fed 
the  pigs,  cleaned  his  matter's  {hoes  and  boots,  put 
his  blacking  and  brufhes  tidily  away,  and  fed  and 
watered  the  horfe,  by  which  time  the  maids  were 
up,  who  defired  him  to  fetch  in  wood  and  water  for 
them;  after  which  he  milked  the  cow:  by  this  time 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  were  up,  who  were  greatly 
pleafed  to  fee  how  forward  he  was  with  his  work. 
"  This  will  do,  Thomas,"  faid  his  miftrefs ;  4<  only 
forecaft  your  bufmefs,  and  you  will  get  through  it 
with  eafe — many  fervants  double  their  work  for  want 
of  method." 

The  bell  was  now  rung  for  morning  prayers  ;  after 
which  Thomas  and  the  maids  got  breakfaft  for  the 
parlour,  and  then  fat  down  to  their  own :  the  maids 
then  inftru&ed  him  in  cleaning  knives,  rubbing  ta- 
bles, cleaning  plate,  &c.  and  when  the  time  came  to 
lay  his  cloth,  he  remembered  every  thing,  fo  that 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  praifed  him.  In  the  afternoon, 
Thomas  and  his  young  mifter  (who  was  brought 
up,  as  well  as  Mifs  Fanny  his  fifter,  to  be  very  good- 
Datured  to  fervants)  went  into  the  garden  ;  where, 
while  Thomas  worked,  the  young  gentleman  diverted 
himfelf  with  a  little  piece  of  ground,  which  he  called 
his  own  garden. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  kept  two  maids,  Betty  the 
cook,  and  Kitty,  who  was  houfe-maid  and  dairy- 
maid ;  the  former  had  been  brought  up  in  the  family 
from  a  child,  and  was  a  good  creature  j  the  latter  was 
taken,  about  two  years  before,  out  of  a  charity-fchool. 
Kitty's  father  and  mother  lived  in  the  parifh  Mr. 
Brown  came  from,  which  was  a  good  way  off;  and 
{he  was  very  forry  to  leave  them  ;  but  as  {he  was  in 
fo  good  a  place  they  defired  her  not  to  come  away  on 
any  account. 


[     49    3 

It  was  always  a  rule  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  t» 
tell  their  fervants,  as  foon  as  they  came  into  tbeir 
fervice,  what  they  required  of  them ;  and  I  have  al- 
ready informed  you  what  this  worthy  gentleman  faid 
to  Thomas.  Mrs.  Brown  talked  much  to  the  fame 
purpcfe  to  Kitty;  bur,  among  other  things,,  defined 
her  to  drefs  in  a  plain,  neat  manner,  for  {he  did  not 
approve  of  fervants  flaunting  themfelves  out,  as  is 
the  cuftom  now-a-days.  She  alfo  defired  that  {he 
•would  not  romp  with  the  men  and  bojs,  as  it  made 
young  women  appear  very  bold  ;  and  begged  her  to 
avoid  putting  herfelf  in  a  paffion,  as  meeknefs  is  a 
great  virtue  in  every  woman,  and  particularly  requi- 
fite  in  thofe  who  are  placed  in  a  ftate  of  fervice ; 
(he  likevvife  told  her,  {he  expeded  her  to  behave 
well  to  her  daughter,  who  was  now  old  enough  to 
aflift  in  doing  little  things  in  the  family.  "  I  mention, 
this,  Kitty,"  faid  Mrs.  Brown,  4t  becaufe  I  know  it 
is  a  very  common  thing  in  families,  when  a  daughter 
is  grown  up,  and  her  mother  wiihes  her  to  learn 
how  to  manage  a  houfe,  for  the  maids  to  fet  their 
faces  againft  her,  and  treat  her  with  infolence,  be- 
caufe they  don't  choofe,  as  they  fay,  to  have  more 
miftrefles  than  one.  Now,  if  I  ever  hear  an  ex- 
preffion  of  this  kind,  Kitty,"  continued  (he,  "  I 
(hall  confider  it  as  an  infult  offered  to  me  ;  for  furely 
I  have  a  right  to  employ  my  daughter  as  I  think  pro- 
per. I  know  that  Fanny  is  inclined  to  be  a  good 
miftrefs :  and  I  {hould  think,  Kitty,  that  the  more" 
friends  a  fervant  has  in  the  family  the  better.  Mr 
daughter  may  in  time  fettle  in  the  world,  and  be 
able  to  ferve  you  when  1  and  your  mafter  are  dead  ; 
and  fo  may  Charles  too-;  therefore  it  is  your  intereft 
to  behave  well  to  the  children  :  I  do  not  mean  that 
you  (hould  cant  and  flatter  them;  neither  (hall  I 
fuffbr  them  to  tyrannife  over  you ;  Fanny,  indeed, 
knows  better  than  to  do  fo ;  but  Charles  is  younger, 
and  may  fometimes  forget  himfelf.  1  expect  you  to 
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bear  with  his  little  harmlefs  tricks;  but  if  he  is  rude 
at  any  time,  inform  me  of  k  civilly,  and  I  will  corre£l 
him  properly  ;  but  if  you  take  upon  you  to  do  it  your- 
felf,  I  {hall  always  fuppofe  you  to  be  in  kult." 

Kitty  had  as  excellent  a  heart  as  Thomas,  and  had 
been  brought  up  in  the  fame  pious  way  by  her  parents. 
She  made  the  Scriptures  the  rule  of  her  actions,  and 
confequently  was  fober,  diligent,  juft,  honed,  fruga1, 
orderly,  and  fubmiffivc.' 

Mr.  Brown  gave  Thomas  a  Bible  and  Prayer- 
book,  which  he  was  very  glad  of,  becaufe  he  did  not 
like  to  take  thofe  which  had  been  his  father'?,  as  they 
would  be  wanted  for  Dick  Howe  to  read  to  his  mo- 
ther :  and  thofe  which  he  had  at  fchool  he  gave  to  a 
poor  neighbour  who  could  read,  but  could  not  afford 
to  buy  books.  Mr.  Brown  alfo  gave  Thomas  the 
Gardener's  Kalendar,  which  he  often  read,  for  he  took 
great  delight  in  a  garden,  and  contrived  to  have  every 
thing  early  in  feafon.  The  good  gentleman  had 
alfo  provided  feveral  other  books  for  his  kitchen, 
becaufe  he  wifhed  his  fervants  to  have  pleafure  as 
well  as  himfelf.  In  thefe  Thomas  read  to  the  maids 
whenever  he  had  time,  which  was  very  pleafing  to 
all  parties. 
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CHAP.     XII. 

•N  this  manner  Thomas  lived  contented  and 
happy  for  four  years  ;  gave  great  fatisfa*51ion  to 
his  mailer  and  miftrefs,  and  was  much  beloved  by  his 
fellow-fervants ;  he  had  frequent  opportunities  of 
feeing  his  mother  ;  though  flic  made  it  a  point  never 
to  go  to  Mr.  Brown's  houfe,  unlefs  Mrs.  Brown 
was  fo  good  as  to  afk  her ;  becaufe,  neither  fhe  nor 
her  fon  wiihed  to  appear  encroaching;  and  they  met 
with  the  greater  kindnefs  on  account  of  their  modefty ; 
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for  the  good  parfon  and  his  lady  gave  her  many  a 
dinner,  and  bellowed  other  favours  upon  her,  which 
they  would  not  have  done  if  fhe  had  been  forward 
and  intrufive. 

At  die  end  of  four  years  Betty  the  cook  went 
away  to  be  married,  and  Sufan  Clarke,  who  had 
lived  in  a  nobleman's  family,  was  hired  in  her  room. 
She  appeared  to  be  very  good-natured,  and  be- 
haved with  the  greateft  civility  to  her  matter  and 
miftrefs's  faces,  but  fhe  was  very  deceitful,  as  you 
will  foon  find. 

Inftead  of  taking  pleafure  in  hearing  the  Bible 
and  other  good  books  of  an  evening,  (he  had  not 
been  there  a  week  before  fhs  brought  out  a  hi  (lory, 
which  Thomas  beijan  reading,  but  found  it  full  of 
nonfenfe  about  lords,  and  ladies,  and  'fqaires,  Llling 
in  love  with  cri'e  another,  and  running  away  from 
their  parents,  and  (hooting  themfelves,  and  fuch  fort 
of  fluff,  as  neither  he  nor  Kitty  at  all  liked,  for  it 
would  not  teach  them  any  thing  of  their  duty  either 
to  God  or  man. 

Sufan  next  produced  a  parcel  of  baPads,  fome  of 
which,  fuch  &s  Chevy  Chace,  the  Cobbler  who  lived 
in  a  Stall,  the  Children  in  the  Wood,  Black-eyed 
Sufan,  and  z  few  others,  Kitty  thought  pretty  react- 
ing, and  wifhed  to  know  the  tunes ;  though  fhe  did 
not  believe,  {lie  faid,  that  the  Children  in  the  Wood 
could  be  all  true,  as  Mr.  Brown  had  often  told  her 
there  were  no  fuch  things  as  fpiriis  and  apparitions. 
Many  of  the  ballads  were  full  of  nothing  but  inde- 
cency, which  Thomas  was  afhamed  to  read,  and 
Kitty  to  hear;  fo  he  took  the  whole  parcel  and  flung 
them  into  thfe  fire;  faying  that  his  matter  would  not 
fufter  fuch  things  in  his  houfe.  Sufan  was  very 
angry,  and  went  up  flairs  to  bed  in  a  huft".-  After 
fhe  was  gone,  Kitty  and  Thomas  talked  the  matter 
over;  and  Thomas  fard,  he  thought,  as  fcrvants 
had  but  little  time  for  reading,  it  was  right  to  maice 
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the  beft  ufc  of  it,  and  not  to  wafte  any  time  in  read- 
ing nonfenfe.  "  Belioes"  faid  he,  "  Kitty,  what 
reading  can  be  fo  pleaftng  as  the  Bible?  I  like  Ro- 
bin  Ton  Crufoe,  ai  d  th  j  o'her  book  of  travels  my 
matter  lent  u:-,  very  wdl,  but  they  are  not  h..lf  fo 
entfrtainirg  as  the  ftories  in  the  Bible  and  Ttfta- 
rr.ent;  befidr*,  how  do  we  know  the  firft  are  true? 
and  we  arc  fute  the  latter  are  fo,  becaufe  thev  were 
written  by  roly  men,  who  were  taught  by  God  him- 
felf  what  to  write  ;  and  how  much  pretrier  the  pfclms 
at  the  <  nd  of  the  Prayer-book  are,  and  Watts'.s  hymn?, 
than  thofe  fuolifh  ballad*." — "  Very  true,  '1  homas," 
(aid  Ki'ty;  "  ihnugh  I  love  a  merry  Cong  very  well, 
is  ftngi  \g  makes  work  go  off  lightly,  I  cannot  bear 
fuch  frn-S  us  thefe,  and  think  it  very  foolifh  to  fpend 
money  ff>r  fuch  tiafh." 

The  i. ex1:  evening  Sufan,  being  come  into  temper, 
broughc  ft;rth  a  broic,  wiiich  pretended  to  interpret 
dreams,  and  to  tell  whether  people  would  have  good 
or  b:id  luck,  and  wh;it  would  happen  to  them  by  the 
m  les  they  had  ;  tlv  marks  in  the  palms  of  ih<  ir  hands ; 
the  fe.tlings  of  cofTee-g rounds,  and  tea-dud,  at  the 
bottom  of  c  pc,  ani  fo  on. 

The  title  of  this  bock  was  enough  to  k:cp  Tho- 
mas from  reading  it;  for  he  faid  the  writer  of  it 
muft  be  a  very  wicked  wretch,  to  pretend  to  knovir 
what- none  but  God  Almighty  could  know;  and  h« 
thought  it  very  wronj  to  wifli  to  pry  into  future 
thing?,  when  there  is  fo  much  faid  againft  it  in  the 
fcriptures ;  for  his  part,  he  would  not  have  his 
fortune  told  for  the  world;  ar  d  Kitty  protefiexi  (he 
wou'd  not  liften  to  fortune-tellers,  if  (he  were  evtn 
fure  they  c  uld  tell  Tie;  for  fhe  was  certain  God 
would  not  make- future  things  kn^wn  to  fuch  wicked* 
perfons  as  they  ufuaHy  wtre;  aid  it  would  be  wiong 
for  Chriflians  to  lillen  to  their  talf.  r.o<.d  ,  or  have  any 
corutrns  wi:h  tr.t-m  ;  befi-Jes,  flic  Had  heard  many 
(lories  of  their  robbing  houfcs,  and  thtiefoie  *vould 
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never  let  thrm  enter  her  matter's.  Sufou  laughed 
at  them  for  a  couple  of  fools,  and  faid  they  were 
the  duiiett  fellow- ferViints  {he  ever  lived  with  in  her 
life. 

The  next  night  Sufan  faid  (he  mutt  juft  ftep  out ; 
and  defired  thc-y  would  fay,  if  her  millrefs  afkrd  for 
her,  that  (he  was  only  gone  up  (rairs,  and  would  be 
down  again  in  a  minute.  u  I  (hall  tell  no  ftories 
about  it,"  faid  Kitty,  *'  for  I  would  not  deceive  my 
good  miftrcfs  on  any  account:"  and  Thom.iS  faid 
the  fame.  u  Well,"  replied  Sufan,  "  do  as  you 
will  i  if  you  like  to  be  kept  prifoners,  I  don'c ;  nor 
fhall  any  parfon  and  his  wife  in  England  chain  me 
by  the  Ifgj"  and  away  fhe  went.  Kitty  and  Tho- 
mas were  very  forry  to  fee  Sufan  a6t  in  this  manner, 
and  faid,  it  was  really  hard  a  iervant  could  not  afk  a 
miftrefs's  leave;  it  was  not  doing  as  {he  would  b« 
clone  bv.  Mrs*  Brown,  as  it  happened,  did  not  mifs 
Sufan. 

When  Sunday  came,  Kitty  and  Thomas  were 
q  lite  furpnfed  to  fee  the  cook,  when  they  were  go- 
ing to  church,  in  a  filk  gown,  curls  at  her  eats,  i.  i 
hair  half  way  down  her  back,  a  fine  gauze  cap,  witn 
lappets  and  (ti earners,  a  flounced  petticoat,  and  long 
tram  to  her  gown.  The  good  girl,  as  well  as  Tho- 
mas, was  quite  a.hamed  to  walk,  with  her;  and  both 
declared  they  could  not -go  into  the  houfe  of  God 
with  one  who.  looked  fit  to  a6t  a  play  with  ftrollers  in 
a  barn.  Su'an  fud,  they  need  not  frighten  themfel.ves, 
(he  was  not  goit  g  with  them,  flie  was  not  hired  to 
go  to  church;  and  though  madam  had  given  her  a 
long  lecture  about  that  and  other  things,  when  {be- 
came to  her  place,  (he  ftiould  ftay  from  church  when- 
ever {he  thought  proper ;  if  {he  did  her  work,  that 
was  enough  for  her.  So  away  {he  went  to  Lord 
Townly's,  where  an  old  fellow-fervant  of  hers  iived 
as  kitchen  maid. 

It  happened  that  Mr.  Brown  did  duty  at  another 
C  3  church 


church  that  afternoon  ;  and  Mr.  Brown's  little  boy 
bting  ill,  fhe  :md  Mifs  Fanny  flayed  at  home  to 
attend  him,  by  which  means  Sufan  was  not  found 
out.  Airs.  Brown  indeed  faw,  from  the  chamber- 
windosv,  how  fuoiifhly  fhe  hnd  drefled  herfclf,  and 
determined  to  tell  her  of  it  the  next  day.  When 
evening  came,  Sufan  pretended  to  have  the  head-ach, 
and  went  to  bed  becaufe  fhe  did  not  like  to  hear  a 
fermon  read. 

It  was  very  uncomfortable  to  Kitty  and  Thomas  to 
have  a  companion  who  had  fuch  a  diflike  to  every 
thing  that  was  good  ;  and  they  confulted  together 
whether  to  teil  their  matter  and  miftrefs  of  her  or  notj 
and  at  laft  agreed  to  let  it  alone  a  little  while,  in  hopes 
fhe  would  grow  better. 

The  next  morning  Mrs.  Brown  faid,   "  Sufan,   I 
was  quite  aflonifhed  to  fee  your  drefs  yefterd-y,  and 
rnufl  infift  upon  your  not  making  fuch  a:i  appearance 
i'gain,    if  you   think  of  continuing  in  my  houfe." 
bufan,  who  was  a  very  great  cam,   pretended  to  be 
very  forry,  and  faid,  fhe  fuppoftd  gentkfclks  lik<.d 
to  fee  their  fervauts   drefTed  ;    for  her  part,  where 
fhe  lived  laft,  fhe  was  never  thought  fmart  enough. 
"  Well,"  faid  Mrs.  Brown,  "  I  am  of  a  different 
opinion,  and  you  cannot  drefs  too  plain  for  me,  as 
I  told  you  when  you  firft  came,  fo  pray  let  me  fee  no 
more  of  your  gewgaws.     Common  wages  will  nit 
afford  fuch  things,  and   they  are  quite  out  of  cha- 
ra6ter."     Mrs.  Brown  then  left  her,  and  Sufan  im- 
mediately burft  into  a  laugh,  and  faid,   "  So  I  am 
too  fine  for  madam  !  is  fhe  afraid  I  fhall  be  taken  for 
the   miftrefs  ?     Well,    I'll    for  n    go  where  1   may 
drefs  as  I  pleafe,  though  I  will  humour  the  old  wo- 
man till  1  can  better  my  felf."     Kitty  heard  this,  and 
thought  it  would  be  right  to  tell  her  miftrefs  or  it  j 
but  never  uuving  had    occafion   to  complain  of  a 
fellow-fervant  before,  fhe  did  not  know  how  to  go 
about  it;  and  befides  fhe  thought  Suian  could  not 
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be  in  earneft :  (he  therefore  refolved  to  bring  th« 
matter  up  in  the  evening,  when  Thonus  would  be 
by :  accordingly  when  they  were  all  feated  round 
the  table,  Kitty  afked  Sufan  who  was  her  milliner  ? 
on  which  the  other  defired  to  know  if  ih'e  wanted 
to  employ  her  ?  "  Indeed  I  do  not,"  replied  Kitty, 
u  for  I  think  a  neat  muflin  cap,  with  a  quilled  bor- 
der, which  I  can  make  myfelf,  quite  good  enough 
for  me.  Where  is  the  ufe  of  dreffing  like  a  lady, 
when  every  body  knows  one  is  but  a  poor  fervant? 
And  what  pleafure  can  there  be  in  f weeping  the  dirty 
ground  with  a  long  train,  or  having  the  gown  drawn 
up  like  a  window  curtain,  to  fit  upon  and  crumple 
all  up  in  a  heap  ?  Befides,  what  work  people  muft 
have  with  their  lappets  and  flapdabs,  if  they  make 
them  all  themfelves !  or  what  money  muft  they  coft 
if  they  get  others  to  do  them." 

"  You  are  a  filly  girl,"  faid  Sufan,  "  and  know 
nothing  of  the  world  ;  one  muft  do  as  other  people 
do.  Who  befides  the.  parfon  and  his  wife  would  hire 
y^u,  do  you  think,  even  in  your  Sunday  clothes  ? 
but  what  would  they  fay  to  you  in  your  working 
drefs,  with  your  camlet  gown,  your  black  quilted 
petticoat,  Worfted  {lockings,  and  leather  {hoes  ?" 
"  Never  fear,"  faid  Thomas,  "  you  would  fooner 
get  a  place,  Kitty,  than  any  of  the  dreflTed-up  ma- 
dams, who,  as  I  know  by  Lord  Townly's  fervants, 
have  often  a  fine  gown,  with  fcarca  a  (hoe  to  their 
foot,  and  white,  or  rather  brown,  {lockings,  full  of 
holes,  with  fringes  of  rags  at  the  bottom  of  their 
petticoa's.  I  have  often  heard  the  gentry  praife 
Kit  y's  drefs,  when  I  have  been  waiting  at  tea,  and 
make  game  of  fervants  who  try  to  look  like  ladies.'* 
— "  I  am  glad  to  hear  fome  gentlefolks  have  a  good 
opinion  of  me,"  faid  Kitty,  "  though  I  hope  I  ihall 
not  fuon  be  in  want  of  a  place,  for  I  know  when  I 
am  well  off,  and  that's  more  than  many  do." — 
"  Meaning  me  for  one,  I  fuppofe,"  faid  Sufan,  "  be- 
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eaufe  I  faid  I  would  go  away  as  foon  as  T  could  bet- 
ter myfelf;— don't  g"  and  blab  that;  one  fays  many 
things  in  a  joke,  that  one  decs  not  mean." — "  I  don't 
like  fuch  j<  kos  for  my  part,"  fays  Kitty,  "  and  if 
1  hear  any  more  fhaii  critainly  tell,  think  what  you 
Will  of  me."  As  Sufan  had  not  a  farthing  (f  mo- 
ney in  the  world,  fhe  was  afraid  of  being  out  of 
place,  fo  preienced  to  be  forry  for  what  fl.e  faid  in 
the  morning,  and  went  on  tolerably  well  for  a  month 
or  two,  but  generally  fiaid  in  her  Ov.n  room  of  an 
evening,  to  read  fooliih  bocks,  cr  m..ke  fine  caps,  or 
flapped  out  to  Lord  Townlj's,  and  fometimes  went 
to  bed  rather  than  hear  Thomas  read  fuch  books  a* 
Air.  Brown  fupplied  the  fervants  with. 


CHAP.    XIII. 

TT  was  now  the  depth  of  winter,  and  the  evenings 
were  very  long;  Sufan  therefore,  feveral  times 
propofed  that  they  ihould  play  at  cards ;  but  Thomas 
and  Kitty  would  never  confent,  becaufe  it  was  a  great 
wafte  of  time,  and  their  mafter  and  miftiefs  had  for- 
bid card-playing ;  however,  Sufan  was  refolved  to 
have  them. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown,  with  their  children,  went 
at  Chriftmas  to  fee  their  friends,  who  lived  a  good 
way  off,  and  propofed  to  flay  a  fortnight.  So,  the 
firll  evening  after  they  were  gone,  Sufan  got  fome  of 
Lord  Townly's  under  fervants  to  come  to  fee  her  ; 
and  they  fat  down  to  whift.  She  then  bi ought  out 
what  provifions  the  pantry  afforded,  and  afked  Tho- 
mas if  he  could  not  pick  the  lock  of  the  cellar-door, 
and  help  them  to  a  bottle  of  wine ;  he  was  quite 
(hocked  to  be  afked  to  do  fuch  a  thing;  on  which 
Lord  Townly's  fervants  laughed,  and  boaHed  how  the 
butler  and  cook  cheated  their  Lord  to  treat  them  and 
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their  vifitors.  Thomas  did  not  mind  their  laughing, 
and  faid,  tfc  honelty  was  the  beft  policy."  When 
Lord  To^niy's  fervants  found  there  was  nothing 
more  to  be  got,  they  railed  at  Mrs.  Brown's  houfe- 
keeping,  and  went  away;  and  defired  that  Sufan 
would  come  to  them,  where  (he  fhould  have  better 
fare.  She  accordingly  went,  and  fometimes  actually 
returned  home  drunk,  and  then  lay  late  a  bed  in 
the  morning.  One  night,  if  it  had  not  been  for 
Kitty's  carefulnefs,  who  always  looked  to  fee  that 
every  fpark  of  fire  and  candle  was  out,  the  houfe 
would  have  been  burnt  down,  by  Sufan  fetting  a 
candle  clofe  to  her  bed,  and  falling  afleep  before  flic 
put  it  out. 

Mrs.  Brown  w.is  a  very  frugal,  notable  lady,  and 
looked  fo  carefully  into  her  family  affairs,  that  a 
fervant  could  not  be  wafteful  without  being  imme- 
diately difcovered ;  and,  as  Sufan  wiflied  to  ftay  for 
her  own  ends,  {he  had  pretended  to  be  very  frugal  and 
faving,  while  her  miitrefs  continued  at  home  -,  but  now 
•fhe  was  abfent,  being  under  no  reftraint,  {he  made 
fad  wafte  and  deftru&ion  of  bread,  chetfe,  butter,  and 
meat;  and  got  a  poor  woman  who  lived  in  the  village 
to  come  and  do  her  work,  for  which  (he  paid  her  with 
victuals  and  drink. 

This  {hocked  Kitty  extremely,  becaufe  fhe  knew 
it  was  a  fin  ;  and  the  told  her  fuch  things  were  never 
done  before  in  that  family,  and  that  her  miftrefs 
would  be  very  angry  when  {he  found  them  out, 
which  {he  certainly  would  foon  do.  "  Who  cares," 
replied  Sufan,  "  what  fhe  tftids  out?  there  are  more 
places  than  one,  I  warrant:  I  am  not  'prentice  here  ; 
I  have  ferved  her  betters,  and  may  do  it  again 
any  day  of  the  year." — u  You  may  have  lived  with 
grander  folks  to  be  fure,"  replied  Kitty,  "  but  a 
better  woman,  or  a  better  mi%els,  is  not  to  be 
found  ;  and  if  nobody  was  worfe  off  than  to  be  'pren- 
tice to  her,  they  would  have  no  caufe  to  complain 
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of  their  lof."  £ufan  then  declared  (he  could  not 
bear  the  formal  ways  of  the  houfe,  and  was  refolved 
(re  fhould  not  get  up  of  a  morning  whatever  the 
reft  might  do;  and  fhe  thought  Kitty  and  Thnmas 
were  two  fools,  in  complying  with  all  their  mailer's 
and  mifbefs's  whims,  as  well  as  for  fubmitting  to 
take  orders  from  Mifs  Fanny: — Was  not  one  miftrefs 
enough  in  a  family  ?  (he  thought  fo,  and  flr»uld  let 
her  know  as  much.  Kitty  declared  her  refolution  to 
continue  to  behave  herfelf  rei'pe&fully  to  the  young 
lady,  who  (he  faid  was  fo  good-natured,  that  thole 
who  treated  her  rudely  muft  have  very  bad  hearts. 

Thomas  and  Kitty  were  quite  unhappy  to  hear 
fuch  things,  and  fee  fuch  doings;  aid  they  could  not 
anfwer  it  to  their  confcience  to  conceal  them  ;  thev 
therefore  determined  to  inform  their  matter  and 
miftrefs  of  them  ;  and  it  was  agreed  that  Thomas 
fhould  write  a  letter  to  Mr.  Brown,  which  he  did 
as  follows : 

Honoured  Sir, 

I  MAKE  bold  to  trouble  you  with  a  few  line?, 
becaufe  Kitty  and  I  cannot  bear  to  fee  a  good  mafler 
and  inilhefs  wronged.  There  are  fad  goings  on,  in- 
deed, fir  pSufan  makes  away  with  victuals  and  drink, 
and  we  cannot  help  it ;  and  Lord  Townly's  fervai-ts 
have  turned  her  head  to  all  manner  of  riot  and 
wickednefs,'  and  would  have  made  us  as  bad  as  fhe 
if  wo  would  have  let  th^m.  But  both  Kitty  and  I 
will  be  true  and  faithful,  and  no  one  fhali  make  us 
tio  thfr  thing  that  is  unjuft,  fo  you  need  not  fear  us; 
but  I  don't  know  but  that  the  houfe  may  be  burnt 
down  before  you  come  home;  fo,  good  fir,  pray 
don't  flay  much  longer.  Kitty  and  I  can  juftify  what 
1  now  write  to  Sufan's  face,  for  we  would  icorn  to 
tell  tales. 

The  black  fow  has  pigged,  and  the  dun  cow  calved ; 
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Kitty  and  I  take  great  care  of  them  •,  and  as  we  knovr 
madam  would  do  fo,  if  ihe  was  at  home,  Kitty  fends 
the  fkimmed  milk,  now  we  have  fo  much,  to  Goody 
Long,  whofe  children  were  almoft  ftarving,  becaufe 
her  hufband  is  fick  and  can't  work. 

We  pray  (God  to  preferve  you,  fir,  and  our  good 
miftrefs,  Mifs  Fanny,  and  Matter  Charles,  aad  will 
remain  till  death, 

Your  true  and  faithful  fervants, 

THOiMAS  SIMPKINS, 
CATHARINE  SPARKS. 


CHAP.    XIV. 

>"pHOMAS's  letter  haftened  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown'* 
•*•  return,  which  being  unexpe&ed  by  Sufan,  they 
found  her  and  Lord  Townly's  fervants  in  the  par- 
lour playing  at  cards,  and  Kitty  and  Thomas  at  their 
book  and  work  in  the  kitchen.  You  may  be  fure 
Mrs.  Cook  and  her  vifitors  were  routed  ;  but  the 
latter  were  fo  impertinent  they  only  laughed,  h  r 
they  knew  their  lord  and  lady  would  rather  encou- 
rage them  in  fuch  a  thing  than  turn  them  awayj  and 
Sufan  was  quite  faucy,  faying,  it  was  very  hard  a 
poor  fervant  could  not  invite  a  friend  to  come  to  fee 
her  without  having  a  piece  of  work  ;  and  as  for 
being  in  the  parlour,  there  was  no  fraying  in  the 
kitchen  with  fuch  crofs  fellow-fervants  as  ihe  had. 
Kitty  and  Thomas  were  now  called,  who  told  their 
ftory  to  Sufan's  face  :  (he  could  not  deny  the  charge, 
and  was  turned  away,  as  {he  deferred  to  be,  at  an 
hour's  warning;  but  before  (he  left  the  houfe,  Mrs. 
Brown,  in  the  prefcnce  of  Thomas  and  Kitty,  ad- 
Urcffed  her  as  follows ; 
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ct  It  gives  me  great  concern,  Sufan,  I  aflure  you, 
to  turn  you  away  without  a  chara&er;  but  juftice 
to  others,  as  Well  as  to  myfelf,  requires  that  I  fhould 
do  fo  j  for  the  happinefs  and  fafety  of  families  depend 
much  on  thair  having  regular  trufty  fervants.  Had  I 
not  been  deceived  by  the  perfon  you  laft  lived  with,  I 
{hould  not  have. hired  you;  for,  had  I  known  your 
fault?,  1  could  never  have  flept  a  night  in  peace,  while 
you  were  in  the  houfe;  therefore  I  cannot  recommend 
ycu  to  another  miftref?. 

*'  1  fear,  when  your  wages  are  fpent,  you  will 
fuffer  much  diflrefs ;  but  you  muft  confider  it  as  the 
juft  punifhment  of  your  fin,  in  invofing  upon  a 
rr.after  and  miftrofs,  who,  I  can  fafely  fay,  have  en- 
deavoured to  clo  t;eir  duty  by  you.  I  heartily  hope 
ycu  will  become  fenhble  of  your  faults,  that  God 
w..l  forgive  you,  and  that  his  providence  will  put  you 
into  forre  honeft  way  of  getting  a  livelihood."  Kind 
as  this  difcourfe  was,  Sufan  was  not  affecled  with  it, 
but  pertly  faid  to  Mrs.  Brown,  that  (he  hoped  (he 
fh-iuld  never  uant  a  characler  from  her,  and  flung  out 
of  the  houfe. 

When  (he  was  gone,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  com- 
mended Thomas  and  Kitty  very  much  for  their 
fidelity,  and  faid,  it  flv  uid  not  go  unrewarded;  on 
which  Thr.mas  generoufly  replied,  that  the  pleafurc 
of  doing  his  duty  was  a  (ufficient  reward  to  him,  and 
heihould  net  wifti  for  any  other  than  the  good  opinion 
of  a  mafter  and  nnftrefs,  whom  he  was  bound  in  gra- 
titude to  honour  and  ferve  to  the  day  of  his  death  ;  and 
Kitty  a!fo  declared  that  it  would  hurt  her  to  receive 
any  recompenfe,  as  the  world  might  fay  (he  joined 
with  Tru  mas,  in  informing  againft  Sufan,  for  her  own 
ends,  which  (he  was  fure  vvas  not  the  cafe. 

Mrs.  Brown  was  exceffively  happy  in  hearing  her 
fervants  cxpiefs  fuch  fcntiments,  and  faid  fhc  Qiould, 
however,  confider  them  among  her  fincereft  frieiiiis, 
and  value  them  accordingly. 

In 
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In  (he  evening  Thomas  and  Kitty  fat  down  quite 
comfortably,  and  the  former  propofed  to  read  a  book, 
which  had  been  given  to  him  by  Mr.  Brown,  foon 
after  he  came  to  his  place,  entitled,  A  Prefent  for  Ser- 
vants; which  he  had  made  it  a  rule  to  read  once  a 
year,  ever  fince  he  had  it.  Kitty  highly  Approved  of 
his  doing  fo  ;  for  though  {he  pretty  well  ren  embered 
the  contents  of  the  bo;,k,  (he  thought  good  advice 
could  not  be  too  often  repeated.  Thomas  finiflied  this 
book  in  two  evenings,  and  then  read  another  called, 
Serious  Advice  and  Warning  to  Servants ;  both  of  which 
clearly  point  out  the  duties  of  fervants,  and  (hew 
what  God  requires  of  them  *. 

As  Thomas  and  Kitty  were  now  by  themfelves, 
and  knew  not  what  kind  of  fellow-fervjnt  they 
might  have  next,  they  thought  it  beft  to  take  the 
opportunity  of  reading  fome  other  good  books  ; 
which,  while  Sufan  was  there,  they  could  not  well 
read  together.  Kitty  particularly  begged  Thomas  to 
read  to  her  Domejlic  Happinefe  promoted ;  written  by 
the  late  pious  Mr.  Jonas  Hanway — a  bock  which 
every  young  woman  in  humble  life  (hould  read  and 
•  ftudy.  Nay,  young  women  of  the  highclt  rank  wculd 
be  edified  by  it. 

When  Sufan  left  Mr.  Brown's  houfe,  (he  went  to 
Lord  Townly's,  the  fervants  having  promifed  to  take 
her  in;  here  fhe  continued  a  few  days  j  and  then, 
having  quarrelled  with  her  companions,  Ihe  was  de- 
fired  to  go  about  her  bufinefs,  on  which  (he  applied  to 
the  woman  to  u-hom  (he  had  given  victuals  tor  doing 
her  work  :  who  readily  furniti.ed  her  with  a  lodging 
till  her  money  was  gone,  and  then  informed  her  (he 
muft  ftay  no  longer. 

The  diftrefs  which  Mrs.  Brown  foretold  now 
came  upon  Sufan,  for  (he  had  not  a  friend  in  that 


*  Sold  »t  Mr.  Rivington's  in  St.  Paul's  Church-yard,     Printed  for 
the  Society  for  Promoting  of  Chriftian  Knowledge. 
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part  of  the  world  to  apply  to,  and  file  refolvcd  to  fell 
iomc  of  her  fine  clothes,  in  order  to  raife  money 
enough  to  carry  her  up  to  London.  When  (he  ar- 
rived there,  fhe  afked  all  her  acquaintance  to  get  hir 
a  place ;  but  without  a  characler,  there  was  no  chance 
of  one.  She  entered  her  name  at  a  regilier  office,  but 
no  one  would  hire  her:  at  laft  fhe  was  reduced  to 
down-right  beggary,  and  would  have  been  glad  of 
the  hardeft  cruit  (he  had  thrown  into  the  hog-tub  at 
Mr.  Brown's. 


CHAP.     XV. 

TTNlCK  HOWE  went  on  fupplying  Thomas's 
*-*  place,  with  reading  to  Mrs.  Simple! ns,  and  the 
two  poor  old  folks,  Goody  Todd  and  Gaffer  Jefferies, 
till  a  coufin  of  his,  who  was  a  carpenter,  fent  for  him 
that  he  might  teach  him  his  trade.  After  he  had  left 
fchool  about  half  a  year,  he  wrote  Thomas  the  fol- 
lowing letter. 

Dear  Thomas, 

I  HAVE  had  it  in  my  mind  a  good  while  to 
write  a  few  lines  to  you ;  but  could  not  well  find 
time  without  neglecting  my  work,  for  I  am  but  a  flow 
hand  as  yet,  and  therefore  wifh  to  work  as  many  hours 
in  a  day  as  I  can,  that  I  may  earn  the  bread  I  eat. 

My  coufin  and  his  wife  are  very  good  to  me;  and 
we  go  to  church  twice  every  Sunday :  but  fome  of  the 
men  are  very  wicked  indeed,  and  lead  me  a  weary 
life,  becaufe  I  will  not  go  to  the  alehoufe;  and  all  day 
long  they  fwear,  and  talk  in  a  very  profane  manner. 
But,  thank  God,  Thomas,  I  now  know  better  than  to 
do  fo  ;  and  hope  I  (hall  never  forget  what  you  were 
fo  kind  as  to  teach  me, 

V 


If  you  fee  my  uncle  and  aunt,  pray  give  my  duty 
to  them.  Gcd  blefs  you!  I  pray  you  to  give  my 
feivice  to  your  mother  and  Kitty,  alfo  to  Goody  Todd 
and  Gaffer  Jefferies.  I  am, 

Your  loving  friend, 

RICHARD  HOWE. 

To  this  letter  Thomas  fome  time  after  returned 
the  following  anfwer :  this  was  about  the  time  Sufan 
Clarke  went  away. 

Dear^Dick, 

I  WAS  very  glad  to  receive  a  letter  from  you; 
and  fhould  have  anfwered  it  before,  but  did  not  know 
how  to  fend  it ;  for  I  thought  it  was  not  fo  well  for 
either  you  or  1  to  fpend  money  in  pottage,  which 
might  be  wanted  for  other  ufes.  Harry  Jenes  is 
co;ning  your  way,  and  he  has  offered  to  take  this 
for  me. 

I  arn  very  happy  in  my  place ;  and  th«  more  fo, 
fince  I  pa{Ted  an  evening  in  Lord  Townly's  kitchen. 
I  {hould  not  have  gone,  but  my  mafter  gave  me 
leave,  becaufe,  he  faid,  he  was  fure  I  would  not  let 
them  fpoil  me.  O  Dick !  you  cannot  think  how  I 
was  fhocked  !  There  are  a  great  many  fervants,  but 
no  religion  amongft  them  j  and  every  one  feems  to 
think  of  nothing  but  how  to  be  wafteful  and  extra- 
vagant: and  I  could  find,  by  the  footman's  talk, 
that  my  Lord  and  Lady  themfelves  make  game  of 
every  thing  that  is  ferious,  fpend  their  money  with- 
out doing  any  good  with  it,  and  pafs  their  whole 
time  in  diverfions,  without  caring  for  their  own  fouls, 
much  lefs  for  thofe  of  their  poor  fervants :  and,  as 
for  Sunday,  fo  far  from  keeping  it  holy,  they  even 
play  at  cards  on  it. 
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To  be  funr,  fervants  cannot  go  to  church,  or  learn 
their  duty  in  fuch  places;  but  1  think  every  one 
fhould,  bef  re  he  h  res  himfeif,  inquire  what  fort  of 
goings  on  there  are;  and  not,  for  the  lake  of  a  few 
pounds  a  year  wage:-,  make  his  life  uncomfortable,  and 
run  the  hazard  of  loiing  his  immortal  foul,  and  of 
bein<*  fhut  out  from  the  joys  of  heaven. 

Befides,  it  is  my  thought  that  Lord  Townly's  fi.ie 
footmen  will  not  lave  ;is  much  as  I  d<. ;  for  I  find  they 
game  and  drink  ;  and,  when  they  are  at  London,  go 
to  taverns,  and  other  places,  where  they  fpend  a  power 
of  money. 

And  uhen  they  are  fick,  what  are  they  to  do?  for 
fuch  lords  and  ladies  don't  trouble  their  heads  about 
pjor  fervants.  One  of  the  houfemaids,  who  had  the 
rheumatifm,  was  fenc  to  the  woikhoufe  the  other  day  j 
and  I  heard  the  groom  fay,  that  a  coachman,  who 
broke  his  leg  bv  the  horle's  flipping  down  on  the  ice 
in  the  frofty  weather,  owing  to  his  young  lord's 
Biaking  him  d'ive  faft,  was  lent  to  an  hofpital,  and  no 
more  care  taken  about  him. 

How  different  is  the  treatment  I  meet  with!  Sick 
or  wel1,  my  matter  and  miftrefs  are  like  parents  to 
me,  and  1  love  them  as  fuch  ;  nor  would  I  wrong 
them  of  a  farthing  for  all  the  world.  I  will  ferve 
them  as  long  as  they  live,  if  it  pleafes  God,  before  the 
grandelr.  lord  and  lady  in  the  land :  and  fo  I  told 
Lord  Townly's  footman,  when  he  faid  it  was  pity 
fuch  a  fmart  lad  as  1  fhould  live  with  a  country  parfon. 
We  had  a  cock,  Sufan  Clarke,  who  got  amongft 
them,  and  turned  the  houfe  copfy-turvy ;  but  the  is 
gone  away  without  a  character ;  and  I  don't  think 
£be  can  get  a  place  in  a  hujrry.  I  could  tell  you  a 
deal  n.ore  about  Lord  Townly's  fervants,  but  I  have 
not  time. 

lam  g'ad  you  are  happy  with  your  coufin ;  and 
hope  you  will  continue  to  be  fober.  You  are  quite 
right  in  trying  to  earn  what  you  can  j  for  it  was 
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yery  good  of  jour  coufin  to  take  you,  as  he  might 
hav«  had  another  'prentice  with  money.  Your 
uncle  and  aunt  are  well,  and  defire  their  love  to 
you.  My  mother  and  Kilty  fend  their  fervice; 
and  I  am 

Your  loving  friend, 

THOMAS  SIMPKINS. 


CHAP.    XVI. 

Come  time  Kitty  and  Thomas  continued 
*•  without  a  companion,  for  Sufan  had  reported 
that  Mrs.  Brown  ftarved  her  ferv~n.s,  and  kej»t  two 
favourites,  with  whom  it  was  impofiible  for  any 
perfon  to  live  comfortably.  Some  cooks,  who  were 
coming  away  from  iheir  places,  were  fooiifb  en*  ugh 
to  believe  this,  and  ut.uld  not  offer;  fo  the  woik 
fell  very  hard  upon  Thomas  and  Kitty,  but  they 
did  not  care  how  much  they  did,  fo  that  t>ey  could 
live  in  peace;  neither  did  they  make  themfelves  un- 
eafy  about  the  report  Sufan  had  raifed  of  them, 
becaufe  they  knew  they  had  done  no  more  than 
their  duty,  and  that  time  would  biing  the  truth  to 
light. 

At  laft  Beuy  Blowers  was  hired  :  (he  was  an  ho- 
ncft  trufty  creature,  but  extremely  pafiionate,  and  fre- 
quently broke  things  through  her  impatience,  which 
was  very  expenfive  to  her,  as  it  was  a  ruie  in  Mr. 
Brown's  family  for  the  fervants  to  pay  for  what  they 
broke:  not  that  Mrs.  Brown  was  fo  rigid  as  to  in- 
iift  on  ir,  when  fhe  was  convinced  it  was  really  an 
accident;  but  flie  would  take  no  excufes  about  cats 
and  dogs,  and  things  con  ing  to  pieces  in  the  hand; 
becaufe,  fhe  faid,  if  they  were  fct  by  carefully,  they 
would  not  be  in  the  way  of  cats  and  dogs  j  and  it 

was 


[     66     ] 

was  impoflible  that  china  and  glafsfhould  of 
without  fome  kind  of  violence,  come  to  pieces  in  the 
hand :  and  careleflhefs  was  a  great  fault,  for  in  its 
confequences  it  was  as  bad  to  a  miftrefs  as  robbery, 
becaufe  it  was  taking  money  out  of  her  pocket  for 
things  that  would  not  have  been  wanted,  perhaps  even 
during  her  life. 

I  have  often  been  furprifed  at  feeing  fervant?,  who 
really  were  otherwife  good  ones,  quite  thoughtlefs 
in  this  particular;  and,  inftead  of  being  concerned 
at  the  breaking  of  crockery  ware,  regarded  it  as  a 
thing  of  courfe,  though  it  was  entirely  owing  to 
themfelves.  How  common  is  it  to  fee  a  pile  of 
earthen  plates  and  difhes  with  the  fmall  ones  at  the 
bottom,  the  large  he'avy  ones  at  the  top ;  glafles  at 
the  edge  of  a  table,  or  dreifer,  where  people  are 
obliged  to  pafs;  and  other  things  placed  in  fo  dan- 
gerous a  manner,  that  the  wonder  is,  when  they 
arc  not  broke ;  and  yer,  if  they  are  cracked  or 
thrown  down,  a^-fcrvar.t  if  all  aftoniihmen',  and 
cries  out,  "  Who  would  have  thought  it  ?  I  am  fure 
I  did  not  go  to  do  it :"  and  if  a  miftrefs  finds  fault, 
will  anfw  er  pertly,  that,  "  fhe  did  not  break  it  for  the 
purpofe." 

Now  all  thefe  things  are  very  wrong,  and  neither 
Thomas  nor  Kitty  would  have  been  guilty  of  them 
for  the  world  ;  they  fo  accuftomed  themfelves  to  do 
as  they  would  be  done  by,  that  they  took  as  much, 
care  as  if  it  was  for  themfelves.  1  fhould  not  gain 
belief  from  many  fervants,  were  I  to  tell  how  long 
the  knife  cloths,  dufters,  brufhe*,  and  every  thing 
they  ufed  in  their  work,  lafted,  for  they  would  have 
been  afhamed  to  afk  for  new  ones,  unlefs  they  "could 
carry  the  old  ones  to  their  mitUefs  fairly  worn  out ; 
and  though  Kitty  ufed  a  great  many  pans  in  her 
dairy,  fhe  very  feldom  had  the  misfortune  to  break  one. 
Mrs,  Brown  took  care  to  reward  them  accordingly, 
for  they  certainly  faved  her  a  great  deal  of  money  ; 

and 


L    67    j 

and  (he  often  Cud  it  was  much  more  agreeable  to 
make  little  prefents  to  her  fervants,  than  to  have 
occafion  to  be  angry  with  them,  or  make  them  lay 
out  their  money. 

Betty  Blowers  wifhed  to  be  as  lucky  (for  fo  fhe 
called  it)  as  the  reft,  for  (he  could  not  well  afford 
the  experfe  of  buying  fo  many  things,  and  refolved 
to  fellow  the  good  example  which  Kitty  and  Tho- 
mas fet,  for  flie  was  much  afhamed  of  herfelf.  But 
ftill  fhe  continued  very  paffionate,  and  would  bounce 
and  fly  if  the  leaft  thing  went  wrong,  which  was 
the  deftru<Slion  of  many  a  plate  and  difh ;  and  fhe 
was  alfo  apt  to  take  every  word  fpoken  in  joke,  as 
an  affront,  which  vexed  Thomas  and  Kitty  a  good 
deal ;  however,  as  fhe  was  perfectly  fcber  and  honefr, 
they  determined  to  put  up  with  her  humours,  as 
nobody  is  without  faults,  and  the  fcriptures  teach 
us  to  bear  with  one  another's  infirmities ;  befides, 
they  could  not  think  of  being  the  caufe  of  turn- 
ing her  out  of  a  good  place  if  they  could  poffibly 
.help  it. 

Mrs.  Brown  foon  difcovered  Betty's  temper,  and 
very  mildly  reproved  her  for  it;  Mifs  Fanny  often, 
talked  kindly  to  her;  and  Mr.  Brown  at  laft  took 
her  in  hand.  He  told  her  that  he  was  very  forry  to 
hear  that  a  young  woman,  who  feemed  to  be  in 
moft  things  well  difpofed,  gave  way  to  a  fault  which 
muft  be  very  tormenting  to  herfelf,  and  diftreffing 
to  thofe  fhe  lived  with.  He  then,  in  a  very  affedt- 
ing  manner,  -fet  before  her  the  example  of  our  blefled 
Saviour ;  and  fhewed  with  what  admirable  meek- 
nefs  he  bore  (he  cruelleft  infults.  He  repeated  to 
her  the  various  texts  cf  Scripture  which  recom- 
mend this  virtue,  and  affured  her,  that  a  woman 
without  meeknefs  is  a  mcnfter;  for  to  be  of  a  meek 
and  quiet  fpirit  is  properly  a  part  of  the  female  cha- 
racter :  and  it  is  not  poffible  for  one  who  is  continu- 
ally giving  way  to  anger ,  to  be  happy  even  in  this 
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world.  He  added  tS^r,  in  a  fcrvan%  a  p.ifljonare  tem- 
per is  a  dreadful  'hin  ',  as  it  makes  ^rrut  confufiorc 
in  families  ;  nay,  ru  laid,  there  was  no  know  117 
what  oulchitf  nvght  he  the  confet|uence  of  giving 
way  to  it;  4  bur,"  fa  id  he,  kC  Bet.y,  as  cxa-v.ple 
may  ilrike  your  mind  mnre  than  precrpr,  I  will  re- 
late to  you  an  incident  which  fell  within  my  own 
knowledge, 

"  A  friend  cf  mine  had  a  cook,  who  wa?,  like 
y^ti,  a  ve  y  good  fervar.t,  and  exactly  of  your  temper. 
L  h  pponcd  one  day,  that  the  footman  had  been 
warming  fome  beer  for  a  poor  old  man  who  fre- 
quently came  to  dinr;er  there,  and  being  in  a  joking 
humour,  he  blacked  her  face  with  the  copper  pot, 
as  he  pafled  ht-r;  on  this  ihe  fell  into  a  furious  rage, 
and  matching  up  a  knife,  flung  it  at  him  with  all  her 
force.  The  footman  (luckily  for  h!m)  efcaped,  but 
the  poor  old  man,  who  was  not  io  active,  ftanding  in 
the  way,  the  fatal  inrrriiment  iluck  into  his  leg,  and 
divided  a  large  blood  vefljd.  called  an  artery,  which 
occafioned  his  death  two  days  afterwards.  No 
fooner  had  the  fooliih  airl  flung  the  knife,  than  fhe 
repented  of  her  rafhnefs :  think  then,  Betty,  what 
muft  be  her  feelings  when  (he  faw  the  blood  fiream- 
ing  from  the  leg  of  the  poor  inorTenfive  helplefs  old 
man  ! — conceive  to  yourielf  what  muft  be  the  ago- 
nies of  her  mind,  when  {he  heard  his  dying  groans? 
when  (he  beheld  the  grief  of  his  afflicted  wife,  with 
whom  he  haJ  lived  happily  many  je  rs,  and  might 
have  lived  feveral  more,  had  not  this  cruel  ftroke 
divided  them.  Almoft  frantic  with  grief  and  re- 
morfe,  and^ready  to  break  her  heart,  (he  wept  over 
the  corpfe;  but  her  tears  could  not  reftore  trie  dead 
to  life ;  her  forrow  could  not  recompenfe  the  dif- 
confolate  widow.  No  fooner  Was  it  known  that 
'her  hand  had  cccdfioned  the  death  of  a  man,  than 
(he  was  feized  and  confined  as  a  murderer,  and  took 
her  trial  as  fuch  ;  but,  as  it  was  clearly  proved  that 
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flie  bore  no  malice  aga'mft  the  deceafed,  (he  was 
brought  in  guilty  of  niaijl.  .u.  hter  oniy :  bit  never 
enjoyed  miy  happinefs  a  te  Wrtrd>. —  Ni  w,"  tad 
Mr.  Biown,  u  who  can  tell,  B.-tty,  but  :hat  fuch 
an  act  ulent  a^>  this  n  ay  happen  through  y\  ur  indif- 
cretion  ?  Let  u  e  beg  or  you,  theiefoie,  to  be  more 
on  yrur  guard  ;  and  when  you  find  anger  rifing  in 
your  mint),  check  it  in  the  beginning  ;  a:;d  conlider 
whethiT  it  is  worth  your  while  to  ruffle  your  own 
t.mptr,  and  diiiurb  the  peace  of  your  fel!ow-fer- 
vants,  about  trifles ;  and,  above  a)!,  pray  to  God  to 
give  you  gr-ice  to  govei'n  your  temper,  fur  your  own 
rt-fon,  1  tear,  is  too  weak  to  do  it."  Betty  fhuu'dered 
wi  h  horror  as  her  good  rr.sfter  ; elated  this  dreadful 
ftoryj  and  \\hen  he  had  ended  his  difcouifV,  thanked 
him  for  his  good  advice,  and  promifed  to  follow 
itj  fhe  then  returned  in  o  the  kitchen,  whsre  (he 
found  her  fellow-iervants,  who,  inftead  of  calling 
out,  as  many  would  have  done,  "  How  do  you  like 
your  lecture  ?"  »nd  fuch  fort  of  taunting  cxprtlBons, 
/poke'kindly  to  her,  whichjphcouraged  her"  to  relieve 
her  mind,  by  telling  them  how  forry^fbe  was  for  her 
part  conduct,  and  how  defirous  to  amend  it;  "  but," 
faid  fhe,  "  1  am  afraid  it  will  be  a  long  while  before 
I  can  break  myfelf  of  a  habit,  which  has  taken  root 
in  my  nature,  for  it  was  my  misfortune  to  be  en- 
'  couraged  to  be  paffionate  from  my  very  childhood, 
as  both  my  father  and  mother  frhkd  tkemfeives  in 
being  hot,  faying  that  palficiute  people  v  ere  the 
beft  t.-mfcrs,  and  that  tru-re  was  no  going  through  the 
World  without  a  goodfpirit ;  but  I  muft  own,"  added 
Betty,  "  that  my  fpirit  has  b^en  a  vtry  tormenting 
one  to  me ;  and  till  1  came  here,  I  had  always  the 
ill-luck  to  live  among  fellow  fervants  who  tiled  to 
make  me  worfe,  by  laughing  at  rnf,  anJ  doin^  every 
thing  which  they  thought  wouid  teafe  and  provoke 
me."  Kitty  replied,  tnat  Jhe  would  never  do  any 
thing  of  that  kind,  for  fhe  pitied  Betty  with  all  her 
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heart,  but  wondered  how  people  could  be  (o  abfiud 
as  to  vcAue  ther.ifelves  upon  being  pafiionate.  Tho- 
mas ai.fwcred,  that  he  fuppofed  they  meant  to  draw 
comparifnns  between  themfelves,  and  tbofe  of  a 
jullen  obflinate  difpofition,  who  bear  malice  and  hatred 
in  their  heart  from  day  to  day  ;  if  fo,  it  muft  be  owned, 
(aid  he,  they  arc  in  the  right,  but  no  one  can  feri- 
oufly  think  that  a  pajjionate  temper  is  better  than  a 
meek  one ;  and,  as  for  a  good  fpirit,  I  think,  added 
he,  they  arc  the  happieft  who  have  one  that  they  can 
manage.  Betty  laid,  (he  was  certain  they  were,  and 
would  try  to  govern  hers ;  and  wifhed  ihe  could 
read,  that  flie  might  look  for  the  texts  that  her  good 
mafter  had  repeated  to  her.  Thomas  faid,  if  they 
related  to  meeknefs,  he  had  got  them  written  down 
in  a  book  which  he  kept  by  him,  on  purpofe  to  put 
him  in  mind  of  his  duty.  This  treafury  of  divine 
inftru&ion  Thomas  immediately  fetched,  and  read 
the  following  extrafls  from  the  holy  Scriptures  : 
Pf.  xxv.  9.  The  meek  "will  he  guide  in  judgment :  and 
the  meek  will  he  teach  his  way.  Pf.  xxxvii.  n.  7 he 
meek  JhaU  inherit  the  earth :  and  fhall  delight  thetnf elves 
in  the  abundance  of  peace.  Pf.  cxlvii.  6.  The  Lord 
lifteth  up  the  meek  :  be  cajhth  the  wicked  down  to  the 
ground.  Pf.  cxlix.  4.  For  the  Lord  taketh  pie  a  fur  e 
in  his  people  :  he  will  beautify  the  meek  with  Jalvation. 
Prov.  iii.  34.  Surely  he  fcornetb  the  /corners :  but  he 
givcth  grace  unto  the  lowly.  I  fa.  Ivii.  15.  F.r  thus 
faith  the  high  and  lofty  One  that  inhabiteih  eternity^ 
whift  name  ;;  Holy^  I  dwell  in  the  high  and  holy  place  ; 
with  h:m  -ilfo  that  is  of  a  contrite  and  humble  fpirit^  to 
receive  th  fy'r'.t  >f  the  humble*  and  to  revive  the  heart 
of  the  contrite  cnes.  jfa.  Ixvi.  2.  For  all  thcfe  things 
bath  mi»e  hand  made,  and  all  thofe  things  have  been^ 
faith  the  L^rv  :  but  tt  this  man  will  I  lack,  even  to  him 
that  is  pcor  and  of  a  contrite  fpirit,  and  trembleth  at  my 
word.  M.m.  •  5.  Blejjed  are  the  meek  ;  for  they  Jhall 
inherit  the  earth.  Matt.  xi.  29.  T«ke  my  yoke  upon 
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ysUj  and  learn  of  me,  for  1  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart ; 
and  you  Jhall  find  rcjl  unto  your  jouls.  E:ih.  iv.  2.  fffth 
all -towlinefs  and  m-\kiujs,  tuitb  hng-fnffering^  for- 
bsarir.g  one  another  in  love.  C:>1.  iii.  12,  13.  Put  on 
there  fere  (as  the  eieft  of  God,  ho'y  and  beloved)  boiyeh 
of  meny,  kindnefs,  humb'enefs  of  mind,  meeknrfs,  long- 
j'uffering'y  forbearing  one  another,  and  forgiving  one 
another,  if  any  man  have  a  quarrel  againjl  any  :  even  as 
Lhrijl  forgave  ysu,  jo  alfo  do  y?.  Titusiii.  2>  Tofpeak 
evil  of  no  man,  to  be  no  brawlers,  but  gentle,  Jh  wing  all 
meeknefs  u::to  all  Win. 

Betty  thanked  Thomas,  and  faid,  (lie  (hould  be 
ob'i^ed  to  him  if  he  would  r~-ad  them  every  night, 
till  flie  had  got  them  by  heart,  which  he  readily  did ; 
he  alfo  taught  her  to  repeat  Come  of  the  collects  out 
of  the  Eook  of  Common  Prayer,  which  fuited  her 
cafe  j  and  likewife  began  teaching  her  to  read  :  and 
it  was  wonderful  to  fee  the  happy  change  there  was 
in  her,  after  fbe  cou'd  read  the  TefUment,  and 
other  good  books  ;  (he  now  found  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  every  Chriilian  to  be  meek  and  good- 
natured,  and  by  degrees  became  a  very  agreeable 
fellow-fervant,  and  was  extremely  grateful  to  Kitty 
and  Thomrs  for  their  kindnefs  to  her,  which  {he 
had  an  opportunity  of  fhewing  by  nurfing  Thomas 
with  great  tendernefs  when  he  had  a  bad  fever,  and 
by  djing  Kitty's  work  while  fhe  went  into  the  coun- 
try to  fee  her  mother ;  fo  they  were  rewarded  by 
advantages  which  they  would  not  have  had  if  they 
had  taken  delight  in  -working  her  up  till  (lie  hat^d 
them. 

Many  a  temper,  naturally  good,  is  fpoiled  by 
teafing  people  j  who,  for  the  falce  of  fun,  fay 
things  which  they  do  not  thirk,  only  to  put  others 
in  a  paffion,  that  they  may  appear  ridiculous;  and 
bad  tempers  are  made  a  great  deal  vvorfe  by  this 
means  j  whereas,  it  is  the  duty  of  every  Chriftian, 
let  their  itation  in  life  be  what  it  will,  to  try  to 
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make  fhofe  they  live  amongft  better,  not  to  increafe 
their  faults,  and  to  avoid  fay  ng  any  thing  that  give* 
pain,  unlefs  it  be  neceflary  (or  the  good  of  others. 

When  Betty  had  lived  with  Mr.  Brown  about  two 
yearc,  her  mother  died  ;  and,  as  her  father  had  young 
children,  ftie  was  obliged  to  go  to  keep  his  houfe. 
She  was  forry  to  leave  a  family  where  (he  had  been 
fo  kindly  treated,  but  her  miftrefs  promifed  to  be 
always  a  friend  to  her,  and  afterwards  did  her  many 
good  offices.  A  young  woman,  named  Rachel 
Smithers,  was  hired  in  the  room  of  Betty,  who  proved 
an  excellent  fervant,  and  a  moft  agreeable  compa- 
nion to  Kitty  and  Thomas  ;  for  fhe  hail  feen  a  great 
deal  of  the  world,  and  preferred  living  in  fuch  a  fa- 
mily as  Mr.  Brown's,  from  a  love  of  regularity,  and 
a  defire  of  being-  in  a  fcrvice  where  fhe  could  havs 
leifure  and  opportunity  to  ferve  God. 

As  Rachel  had  lived  in  London,  her  fellow-fer- 
vants  were  very  curious  to  know  what  fort  of  fer- 
vices  were  to  be  found  in  that  great  town,  for  they 
had  heard  different  reports;  fome  praifmg  it  as  the 
only  place  to  get  forward  in,  others  defcribing  it  as 
unfit  for  any  fober,  orderly  fervant  to  go  to. 

"  Why,  fays  Rachel,  "  there  is  much  to  be  faid 
on  both  fides ;  as  the  wages  in  London  are  higher, 
there  are  certainly  greater  opportunities  of  getting 
money  than  in  places  in  the  country;  but  I  have  had 
enough  of  it,  and  will  never  go  thither  again  if  I  can 
help  it. 

*'  I  will  tell  you  my  hiftory,  if  you  have  a  mind  to 
hear  it." — "  By  all  means,"  faid  Kitty  and  Thomas. 
Rachel  therefore  began,  as  you  will  r«ad  in  the  fol- 
lowing chapter. 
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CHAP.    XVII. 


<l  T  Loft  my  father,"  faid  Rachel  Smithers,  "  when 
-•-  1  was  a  little  child,  but  my  mother  was  very 
handy  with  her  needle,  and  made  fhift  to  maintain 
herfclf  and  me.  She  had  the  good  luck  to  get  me 
into  a  charity  fchoc-1,  where  I  learnt  to  read  my  Bible  ; 
and  my  mother  took  great  pains  to  make  meferve  God) 
and  do  unto  all  men  as  I  would  they  jkould  do  unto  me. 

"  When  I  grew  a  great  girl,  as  (he  could  not  get 
needlework  enough  to  employ  herfelf  and  me  too,  (he 
thought  it  beft  that  I  fliould  go  to  fervice ;  and  I  was 
hired  by  a  farmer's  wife,  who  lived  very  near  to  us, 
where  my  mother  could  watch  over  me  with  her  own 
eye. 

"  Before  I  went  out,  my  good  mother  told  me  to 
confider  what  I  engaged  myfelf  to  do,  and  never  to 
forget  that  it  was  my  duty  to.fubmit  myfelf  to  all  my 
better  S)  and  to  be  true  and  juft  in  all  my  dialings  \  fhe 
therefore  hoped  I  wouid  not  be  pert  to  my  mafter 
and  miftrefs ;  that  I  would  be  ftrictly  honefr,  and 
not  wafte  any  thing  I  had  the  care  of;  and  that 
whatever  faults  I  might,  through  heedleflhef',  be 
guilty  of,  I  would  always  fpeak  the  truth,  and  not 
iirive  to  hide  them  by  telling  lies.  She  likewife  de- 
fired  me  .to  be  meek  and  gentle  in  my  temper, 
and  ftudy  to  live  in  peace  and  quietnefs  with  my 
ftllow-fervants  as  far  as  I  could,  without  joining  in 
any  bad  practices ;  to  help  them  whenever  they  flood 
in  need  of  affiftance,  and  be  kind  to  them'infick- 
nefs.  She  begged  me  to  be  very  diligent  in  my  bu- 
fn.efs,  and  to  earn  the  waees  which  1  was  to  receive ; 

»  O 

D  fte 


[     74    ] 

{he  alfo  dcfired  me  to  be  extremely  modeft  in  my 
behaviour,  and  not  to  romp  and  hoyden  with  the 
men  ;  and  neither  to  liften  to,  or  join  in,  prophane 
or  indecent  converfation.  She  enjoined  me  to  keep 
at  home,  and  not,  like  many  giddy  girls,  take  a  de- 
light in  gadding  about;  and  the  alfo  defired  me  to 
keep  from  telling  any  thing  out  of  the  family.  She 
faid  it  was  not  poflible  for  a  mafter  and  miftrefs  to 
keep  their  affairs  entirely  from  the  knowledge  of 
their  fervants,  but  it  was  very  treacherous  for  fer- 
vauts  to  reveal  what  thofe  they  lived  with  wifhed  to 
keep  private  ;  and  a  word  or  two  fpoken  without 
thought,  might  chance  to  do  great  injury.  Above  all, 
my  dear  mother  entreated  me  to  love  and  ferve  God  ; 
to  fay  my  prayers  conirantly,  ai.d  to  go  to  church 
every  Sunday  if  I  could. 

"  To  the  farmer's  then  I  went,  where  I  had 
plenty  of  work,  and  plenty  of  fcolding ;  for,  not- 
withftanJing  all  my  mother  had  faid,  1  was  care- 
lef ,  and  my  miftrefs  neat  ;  and  (he  was  refolved  to 
make  me  do  things  well.  She  was  quire  right,  to 
be  fure,  but  I  did  not  then  think  fo;  and  could 
not  help  complaining  to  my  mother,  who  infifted 
on  my  flaying  in  my  place;  which  I  did  as  long  as 
fhe  lived  ;  but,  lofing  her  when  I  was  about  nine- 
teen, I  refolved  to  go  to  London.  With  the  addi- 
tion of  her  clothes  I  had  a  very  good  ftock,  and 
fhe  had  alfo  faved  about  five  pounds;  fo  that  £ 
thought  I  had  plenty  of  money  to  laft  me  till  I 
could  get  into  a  fcrvlce,  where  I  (hould  foon  become 
rich.  1  therefore  wrote  a  few  lines  to  a  young 
woman,  whom  I  knew,  that  lived  in  London,  and 
fhe  procured  me  a  lodging;  to  which,  in  fpite  of  the 
perfuafions  of  all  my  friends,  I  went.  It  was  in  a 
little  dark  court,  up  two  pair  of  flairs,  and  yet  I  was 
to  pay  two  (hillings  a  wetk  for  it.  I  thought  that 
Jenny  Huclfon  had  ufed  me  ill  in  providing  fuch  a 
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place  for  me,  but  learnt  that  houfe-rent  was  fo  dear, 
a  better  lodging  could  not  be  had  for  the  money.  I, 
who  had  been  ufed  to  the  frclh  country  air,  and  neat 
white  walls,  found  a  great  difference  in  being  ftived 
up  in  fuch  a  nafty  hole,  where  the  wainfcot  and 
ceiling  w^re  all  black  with  fmoke,  and  where  I  was 
almoft  a'«.;  ured  with  bugs;  but  it  could  not  be 
helped.  Jenny  tried  to  get  me  a  place,  but  all  in 
vain :  every  thing  was  very  dear ;  and  my  money 
melted  away  by  degrees,  till  I  had  none  left;  and 
what  to  do  I  did  not  know;  fo  Jenny  lent  me  a  few 
(hillings,  and  I  paid  one  at  a  regifter-office,  to  a 
perfon  who  undertakes  to  help  fervants  to  places, 
and  mafters  and  miftrefles  to  fervant?.  Here  I  at- 
tended every  day  for  a  fortnight;  for  though  I  faw 
plenty  of  people,  there  was  always  fomething  or 
another  againft  my  being  hired ;  but  the  chief  ob- 
je£lion  was,  that  I  could  have  only  a  written  cha- 
racter. 

"  O  Kitty,  you  cannot  think  what  I  fuffered  dur- 
ing that  fortnight;  often  did  I  wifh  rnyfelf  back  again 
with  the  farmer's  wife,  for,  having  no  money,  I  was 
obliged  to  pawn  my  clothes." 
•  "  Blefs  me!"  faid  Kitty,  "it  is  adreadful  thing 
indeed  to  be  obliged  to  pawn  one's  clothes  !" 

"  It  is  fo,"  faid  Rachel,  "  yet  I  have  heard  fay, 
that  pawnbrokers'  (hops  are  in  fome  refpe&s  very 
ufeful  to  poor  people,  but  I  think  they  do  a  great 
deal  of  harm,  and  hope  I  (hall  never  be  driven  to  one 
again,  for  you  cannot  think  how  afhamed  I  felt  when 
I  went  in ;  becaufe  there  are  a  great  many  bold  wicked 
girls  who  frequent  thofe  (hops,  and  I  was  afraid  of 
being  taken  for  one  of  them;  and  befides,  I  knew  ic 
was  my  own  fault,  that  I  was  reduced  to  fuch  beg- 
garly (hifts." 

u  At  laft  I  hired  myfelf  to  be  a  maid  of  all  work, 
to  a  perfon  who  let  lodgings ;  and  went  to  my  place 
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the  next  evening,  hoping  to  mend  my  condition  ; 
but,  alas  !  I  was  miftaken.  Every  part  of  the  houfe, 
except  a  back  parlour,  (as  they  called  it,)  two  gar- 
rets, and  a  nafty  dark  back  kitchen,  were  let  to  dif- 
ferent people,  and  I  had  to  clean  every  room,  and 
wait  on  all  the  lodgers.  My  miflrefs  wa?  not  over 
neat  to  be  fure,  but  yet  I  had  work  en^mjn  in  run- 
ning up  ftairs  and  going  of  errands  ; — one  called 
me  one  way,  and  one  another,  fo  that  at  night  my 
poor  legs  ached  till  I  was  ready  to  die ;  and  I  was 
forced  to  go  with  holec  in  my  flock  ings,  and  ragged 
gown?,  becaufe  I  had  not  a  minute's  time  to  mend 
my  clothes ;  and  as  to  church,  I  never  entered  one. 
Yet  here  I  was  obliged  to  ftay  till  I  could  get  a  better 
place:  at  laft  Mrs.  Randall,  a  lady  who  lodged  in 
our  beft  room,  had  feme  money  left  her ;  and  being 
now  able  to  keep  a  fervant,  and  have  a  little  houfe, 
{he  agreed  to  take  me  ;  fo  I  gave  my  miftrefs  warn- 
ing, and  foon  after  lived  in  a  more  airy  part  of  the 
town  with  Mrs.  Randall,  who  was  very  kind  to  me^ 
and  1  lived  comfortably  above  a  year  ;  but  then,  to 
my  for  row,  me  died. 

u  I  had  in  this  place  feven  pounds  a  year;  and 
yet  1  aflure  you  I  could  not  fave  fo  much  as  at  the 
farmer's  out  of /our  pounds;  it  coft  me  fuch  a  deal 
for  dreffingfmart,  and  drinking  tea  ;  and  when  I  was 
out  of  place,  that  little  foon  grew  lefs  ;  however, 
before  it  was  quire  gone,  I  hired  myfelf  as  cock 
in  a  family  where  they  kept  two  maids  and  a  foot- 
man. In  this  houfe  there  was  a  perpetual  racket- 
ing ;  card-playing  without  end,  and  turning  night 
into  day :  never  could  we  fervants  go  to  bed  till 
one,  two,  or  three  in  the  morning,  fo  we  were 
forced  to  lie  the  later.  But  though  my  matter  and 
milirefs  lived  fo  genteelly,  they  were  not  rich  ;  he 
had  a  place  in  the  Treafury,  (where  all  the  money 
that  is  paid  to  the  king  for  taxes  is  kept,)  which 
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brought  him  in  four  hundred  pounds  a  year  ;  but 
that  was  not  enough  for  fuch  extravagant  doings, 
fo  they  tried  to  win  money  at  cards  :  fometimes 
they  had  good  luck,  and  fometimes  bdd  ;  if  the 
former,  it  wis  all  very  well;  but  if  the  latter, 
which  was  often  the  cafe,  we  were  fure  to  have 
fine  pinching  and  fqueezing  in  the  kitchen,  for  new 
clothes  and  wax  candles  muft  be  had  let  who  would 
go  without  a  dinner;  and  I  do  afTure  you,  that  often 
and  often  we  fervants  did  not  know  what  it  was  to 
have  a  good  meal  in  a  week  ;  fo  that  fcarcely  any  but 
me  would  Hay  above  a  month  ;  but  I  was  fo  afraid  of 
being  out  of  place,  that  I  made  fliift  to  rub  on  a  year 
and  half;  and  by  that  time  my  mafter,  what  with  his 
lofTes  at  cards  and  other  extravagancies,  was  obliged 
to  quit  houfekeeping,  and  1  was  again  on  my  own 
hands. 

"  I  had  now  a  great  mind  to  go  back  into  the 
country,  but  was  afiiamed,  becaufe  I  had  made  fuch 
Goatling  of  what  great  things  J  {hould  do  when  I 
got  to  London  ;  fo  I  tried  for  another  place,  and  got 
to  be  laundry-maid  in  a  merchant's  family,  where 
feven  fervants  were  kept ;  four  maids,  a  coachman, 
and  footman,  and  a  boy  to  run  o^irrands.  My 
mafter  and  miftrefs  were  very  good^Rured  people  ; 
I  could  have  been  glad  to  have  fei  ved  them  till  now ; 
but  they  had  one  fault,  which  was  leaving  th-.-ir 
fervants  too  much  to  themfelves,  for  they  were 
rich,  and  did  not  value  money;  and  it  was  their 
luck  to  have  fuch,  while  I  was  there,  as  no  honed 
girl  could  live  with  any  comfort  amon^.  Their 
whole  ftudy  all  day  was  to  impofe  upon  their  mafter 
and  miftrel?,  and  indulge  their  own  idlenefs  ;  and 
a  thoufand  out-of-the  way  tricks  they  played.  As 
for  the  poor  errand  boy,  he  led  a  weary  life,  for 
every  one  thought  they  had  a  right  to  order  him 
about ;  fo  they  made  him  do  half  their  work,  and 
t>  ufcd 


ufeJ  him  as  if  he  was  a  dog ;  many  time  has  he  cried 
and  took  on  to  me,  and  would  have  run  away  without 
knowing  where  to  go,  for  he  had  not  a  friend  in  the 
world,  but  that  I  perfuaded  him  to  try  a  little  longer, 
in  hnpes  that  my  mafter  and  miftrefs  would  fee  how 
he  was  treated,  and  now  and  then  1  comforted  him 
with  a  difh  of  tea.  1  had  a  great  mind  to  tell  of  my 
fellow-fervants  ;  but  they  talked  fo  much  before  me 
againlt  informers  (as  they  called  people  who  would 
not  conceal  all  they  faw  and  heard)  that,  like  a 
foolifh  girl  as  I  was,  I  was  afraid  to  do  my  duty, 
though  my  conference  told  me  I  was  hi  the  wrong,  and 
made  me  quite  unhappy.  For  a  long  time  I  was  at  a 
lofs  to  think  what  would  become  of  all  the  thing* 
that  went  out  of  the  houfe"— bread,  butter,  cheefe, 
&c.  ai- 1  did  not  fee  them  given  away;  but  by  chance 
I  discovered  it;  as  I  will  tell  you  to-morrow  night, 
for  the  bell  will  ring  for  prayers  in  a  minute." 


CHAP,    XVIII. 


THE  next  evening  Rachel  continued  her  hif- 
tory  as  follows  :  "  I  had  ufually  bought  my  tea 
and  fugar  at  a  (hop  where  Mr?.  Randall  dealt,  for 
the  grocer  had  always  ferved  me  well ;  and,  though 
my  cuftom  was  not  of  much  value,  I  did  not  like 
to  change;  but  it  happened  one  day  that  I  was 
quite  out  of  tea,  and  the  boy  was  not  in  the  way  ; 
fo,  as  I  had  not  time  to  go  to  the  grocer's,  I  ftept 
to  a  chandler's  fhop,  where  I  heard  my  fellow- 
fervants  fay  they  alv'/ays  dealt.  The  woman  who 
kept  it  was  very  curious  to  know  where  I  came 
from,  and  fifhcd  out  that  1  lived  hund.y-maid  at 
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Mr.  Lloyd's;  on  this  fne  would  take  no  money  of 
me,  but  faid,  "  If  I  would  bring  her  what  foap, 
ftarch,  and  blue,  I  could  crib  every  week,  (he  would 
keep  me  in  tea  and  fugar,  and  1  (hould  be  wel- 
come to  ftay  at  her  houfe  whenever  I  was  out  of 
place. 

"  This  propofal  made  my  very  blood  run  cold  ; 
and  I  anfwered  with  horror,  that  I  was  not  one 
of  that  fort  of  people  who  cheat  their  matters  and 
miftrefTes ;  and  away  1  went,  without  my  tea  and 
fugar,  refolving  never  to  enter  the  {hop  again.  I 
could  now  account  for  the  great  quantities  of  pro- 
vifions  which  I  was  fure  muft  go  out  of  the  houfe, 
though  the  fervants  were  fo  fhy  of  me,  that  they 
would  not  let  me  into  their  fecrets,  becaufe,  when- 
ever they  propofed  any  thing  bad,  I  would  not  agree 
to  it ;  and  at  laft  they  all  joined  in  a  fcheme  to  do 
my  bufmefs,  as  they  called  it ;  fo  one  invented  one 
tale  of  me,  and  one  another,  till  my  miftrefs  be- 
gan to  think  I  was  a  deceitful  girl,  though  fhe 
could  not  fay  but  that  I  got  the  linen  up  very  nicely. 
It  made  me  quite -unhappy  to  lie  under  fuch  fufpi- 
cions ;  and  at  laft  I  refolved  to  tell  what  I  knew ; 
which  I  accordingly  did-;  but  the  other  fervants  de- 
nied it;  and  as  my  miftrefs,  from"  their  tal^F,  had 
a  bad  opinion  of  me,  fne  did  not  know  who  to  be- 
lieve, therefore  refolved  to  turn  us  all  away  •,  and  a 
dreadful  life  I  led  for  a  whole  month,  as  you  may 
well  fuppofe,  fo  you  fee  the  bad  confequences  cf 
keeping  filence  when  one  is  witnefs  to  other  peo- 
ple's diihonefty.  For  my  part,  I  made  a  refolution, 
which  I  will  keep  as  long  as  1  live,  never  to  conceal 
fuch  things  for  the  future.  Why  fhould  one  fLnd 
in  awe  of  what  wicked  folks  may  fay,  while  there  is 
a  God  above,  who  will  protect  thofe  who  fpeak  the 
truth  and  a<5t  juftly  ?  Had  I  done  at  tuft  as  my  con- 
fcience  told  me  I  ought  to  do,  I  fhould  have  favtd 
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myfjf  many  an  uneafy  hour,  and  fliould  not  have 
been  ranked  with  a  fct  of  creatures  whofe  ways  my 
foul  abhorred. 

"  Before  I  left  the  place,  I  begged  my  miftrefs 
to  hear  all  I  had  to  fay,  and  told  her  every  thing 
that  I  fliould  before  have  told  her,  and  alfo  en- 
treated that  (he  would"  not  turn  away  poor  Jack, 
the  errand  boy,  as  he  would  ftarve,  and  fhe  might 
get  many  a  boy  before  (he  would  get  a  better. 
My  miftivfs  feemed  inclined  to  believe  me,  but 
blamed  me  very  much  for  keeping  to  myfelf  what  I 
had  done,  as  well  fhe  might ;  (he  however  pro- 
mifed  to  give  me  the  beft  character  (he  could,  and 
told  me  (he  would  take  care  of  Jack  one  way  or 
another. 

"  I  had  not  been  a  week  out  of  place  before  I 
heard  that  Mrs.  Elderton  wanted  a  nurfery-maid. 
Though  I  drefled  much  more  then  than  I  do  now, 
I  was  afraid  I  was  hardly  fmart  enough  for  this 
place,  as  the  family  lived  very  genteelly ;  but  was 
told  that  Mrs.  Elderton  did  not  like  fine  nurfery- 
maids,  many  of  whom  are  to  be  feen  in  London  with 
ftifFlong-waifted  ftays,  in  which  they  cannot  ftoop  to 
lead  a  child  about  properly,  and  fine  muflin  aprons 
and  handkerchiefs,  which  I  fear  the  poor  little  dears 
get  many  a  flap  for  rumpling.  I  waited  on  Mrs, 
Elderton,  and  was  hired  :  upon  condition  that  I 
would  in  every  particular  do  as  I  was  directed, 
and  not  fet  up  my  judgment  againft  my  mafter 
ard  mirtrefs,  even  when  I  was  out  of  their  fight. 
This  1  readily  promifed  ;  for  I  thought  to  myfelf, 
that  parents  have  a  right  to  lay  down  rultfs  for  the 
management  of  their  children  ;  that  fuch  people  as 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elderton,  who  frudy  for  the  beft 
methods,  muft  know'  better  than  fuch  a  poor  igno- 
rant girl  as  I  could  pretend  to  do ;  that  it  was  my 
duty  to  o1)ey  them;  and  that  it  would  be  lefs  care 
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to  me  to  follow  directions,  than  to  have  to  think  my- 
f.-lfwhut  was  belt  to  be  done. 

"  Did  this  Lady  take  you  without  a  chara&er?" 
faid  Kitty.  "  No,  replied  Rachel,  «  Mrs.  Lloyd 
told  her  the  whole  ftory  aboat  her  parting  with  a$ 
her  fervants :  and  on  my  afluring  Mis.  Llcier tort 
that  I  had  no  acquaintance  with  the  others  fhe  ven- 
tured to  take  me,  but  not  without  exprefling  fome 
fufpjcion  of  my  having  been  concerned  in  their 
fchemes ;  which  mortified  me  not  a  little,  but  I  re- 
folved  to  bear  the  mortification  with  patience,  as  I 
certainly  brought  it  upon  myfelf,  and  1  trufted  that  I 
(hould  in  time,  by  good  behaviour,  remove  them." 

41  I  hope,"  faid  Thomas,  "  that  you  met  with 
good  felloiv-fervams  in  that  place  !" 

**  I  cannot  &y  much  for  their  goodnefs,"  an- 
fvvcred  Rachel,  "  they  impofed  upon  their  mafter  and 
miftrefs  fadly,  and  played  much  fuch  trick?  as  Mr. 
Lloyd's  fervants;  but  i  determined  not  to  connive 
at  them,  therefore  told  my  miftrefs  of  their  doings, 
who  by  watching  them  foon  found  them  out,  and 
turned  them  away  ;  after  which  they  had  the  luck  to 
have  very  good  ones,  and  we  were  all  happy  together 
for  fome  time :  the  cook  ftaid  as  long  as  I  did ;  but 
fome  fervants  were  married  away,  and  others  went 
to  live  with  their  friends,  or  were  ill ;  fo  that  we  had 
many  changes,  and  of  courfe  fome  difagree^ble  peo- 
ple. I  fhali  never  forget  one  thing  that  happened,  I 
atn  fure,  for  1  was  frightened  almoft  out  of  my  wits." 
/  t  this  inftant  Mr.  Hrown  rang  the  bell,  which  put 
an  end  to  Rachel's  ftory  for  the  prefent ;  the  next 
evening  fhe  renewed  her  tale,  as  you  will  read  in  the 
following  chapter. 


CHAP.    XIX. 


had  a  houfe  maid,"  continued  Rachel, 
"  who  was  a  fine  d  re  fly  lafs  j  and,  having  a 
pretty  face,  fhe  had  taken  it  into  her  head  that  (he 
ihould  make  her  fortune  by  it;  fo  fhe  was  for  ever 
contriving  how  to  fhew  herfelf  ;  and  never  made  a 
bed  or  fwept  a  room,  but  (he  kept  running  back- 
wards anJ  forwards  to  the  windows,  which  looked 
into  the  ftreet  ;  and  of  an  evening  ufed  to  ftand  at 
the  ftreft  door,  and  talk  to  any  man  who  would 
flop  and  fpeak  to  her.  Cook,  as  fhe  afterwards  told 
me,  ufed  to  fay  a  great  deal  to  her  about  it,  but  to  no 
purpofe  ;  at  laft  it  happened  that  my  mafter  and 
miftrefs  went  from  home,  and  the  men  fervants  went 
with  them.  I  kept  up  in  the  nurfery  with  the 
children,  and  did  not  go  down  flairs  the  whole  eve- 
r.ing.  Cook,  having  nothing  to  do,  told  Jenny  fhe 
was  fleepy,  and  would  go  to  bed,  and  Jenny  pro- 
mifed  to  follow  her  directly  ;  but,  inftead  of  doing  fo, 
:'he  let'n  a  young  man,  who  called  himfelf  a  gen- 
tleman, and  had  for  fome  time  pretended  to  be  her 
fweetheari::  as  foon  as  he  had  gained  admittance, 
and  found  that  there  was  nobody  elfe  in  the  way, 
he  feized  upon  Jenny,  crammed  a  handkerchief  in 
her  mouth,  and  tied  her  legs  and  hands  ;  he  then 
opened  the  ftreet  doer,  and  let  in  another  villain. 
Having  fome  things  to  mend,  which  were  going 
into  the  wafh  for  the  children,  I  fat  up  later  fcban 
ufual,  which  Jenny,  I  fuppofe,  did  not  fufpeft, 
and  I  thought  I  heard  the  fore-door  open,  and  a 
ftiuggling  in  the  paflage  ;  on  this  I  threw  up  the 
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window,  and,  fortunately  for  me,  faw  two  watc'-.- 
men  juft  under  it,  to  whom  I  mentioned  my  fufpi- 
cions  :  three  men  who  were  pafling  came  up  at  the 
inftant,  and  wilh  the  watchmen  entered  the  hou'c, 
(for  th»  thieves  had  not  fattened  the  door. )  When 
they  came  in  they  found  Jenny  as  I  defcribed  ;  oire 
villain  packing  up  the  plate,  and  the  other  ftanding 
by  poor  Cook's  bedfide,  with  a  knife  in  his-  hand, 
fwearing  he  would  cut  her  throat  if  {he  made  the 
lead  noife.  They  were  both  fecured,  and  afterwards 
hanged.  So  you  fee  the  danger  to  which  giddy  giils 
txpofe  a  family  by  flaring  out  at  windows  and  {land- 
ing at  ftreet  doors." 

"  Well,"  faid  Kitty,  "  you  put  me  in  mind  of  a 
thing  that  I  remember ;  I  know  of  a  houfe  that  was 
robbed  by  a  girl's  ftanding  at  a  back  door.  She  was 
fervant  to  'Squire  Villars's  fteward  ;  a  poor  giddy 
girl  that  thought  of  nothing  but  fweethearts,  and 
was  continually  out  at  this  back  door,  chattering  to 
one  or  another.  All  the  idle  young  fellows  in  the 
village  pretended  to  court  her,  and  {he  gave  her 
company  to  them  in  turn.  Her  matter's  cellar  fuf- 
fered  for  this,  as  her  fweethearts  always  defired  a 
draught  of  beer,  which  {he  could  not  refufe,  though 
ihe  knew  it  was  wrong  to  give  it.  At  laft  a  gang 
of  gypfies  took  up  their  abode  in  a  barn  hard  by  ; 
and  one  night,  when  the  girl's  mafter  and  miftrefs 
were  gone  from  home,  and  nobody  was  in  the  houfe 
but  herfelf,  one  of  them  came  to  the  back-door,  and 
offered  to  tell  her  fortune;  and  having  told  her  a 
number  of  fine  things  that  were  (as  {he  faid)  to  hap- 
pen to  her,  begged  fome  meat  and  beer  :  {he  went 
to  fetch  it;  in  the  mean  time  a  man  belonging  to 
the  gang  flipped  in  and  hid  himfelf  in  the  houfe. 
Not  lufpcdting  fuch  a  thing,  the  girl  went  to  reft  at 
her  ufual  time:  but  what  was  her  furprife  in  ihe 
morning  to  find  the  houfe  ftrippcd,  and  all  her  ov*n 
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clothes  gone  !  fhe  ran  about  the  village  like  one  dif- 
tradled,  and  went  to  the  b.irn  to  fee  if  the  fortune- 
tellers coulci  point  out  the  thief;  when,  to  hrr  grief, 
fhe  found  they  had  decamped  in  the  night,  and  it  was 
the  general  opinion  that  they  had  committed  the  rob- 
bery." 

"  Well,"  faid  Thoma*,  »  I  think  it  is  very  fool- 
ifh  in  gir's  to  ftand  cut  either  at  ftreet  or  back- 
doors. What  man  worth  having  will  go  to  fuch 
places  to  look  for  a  wife  ?  I  am  fure  I  fhould  be  for 
one  that  kept  the  houfe  ;  if  fervant  maids  wifh  to  be 
well  married,  they  ftould  be  difcreet,  and  get  a  good 
name  for  being  trufty  fervants,  and  then  they  will  be 
fought  for.  But  prav,  what  became  of  fine  Mrs. 
Jenny  ?" 

"  Why,"  replied  Rachel,  «  (be  loft  her  place  and 
her  character  tco,  as  you  may  fuppofe,  and  then 
took  to  walking  the  ftreets  of  nights,  as  many  poor 
wicked  creatures  do.  I  am  fure  my  heart  has  ached 
many  and  many  a  time  to  fee  young  women,  who 
might  have  been  happy  in  fervice,  if  they  had  not 
giver*  their  minds  to  vanity,  fuftering  fuch  diflrefs 
and  ill-treatment,  as  you,  who  live  in  the  country, 
have  no  notion  of.  If  you  ar?  out  of  an  evening  in 
London,  you  may  fee  hundreds  of  them,  fome  drefled 
like  ladies,  v  irh  painted  cheeks,  pretending  to  be 
gay  and  happy,  while  their  poor  hearts  are,  per- 
haps, ready  to 'break,  on  account  of  the  lives  they 
lead,  and  the  infuks  they  are  forced  to  bear.  I  have 
heard  my  mafter,  Mr.  Elderton,  fay,  that  they  are 
frequently  beat  and  abuird  worfe  than  dogs,  and 
fonietfoaes  taken  up  by  the  watchmen,  and  put  into 
Bridewell,  u here  they  beat  hemp;  and  fometimes 
they  are  fent  to  other  pnfons  for  debt,  where  thev 
live  upon  bread  aid  water.  Many  learn  to  drink 
drams,  in  order  to  drown  care,  and  kill  themfelves 
that  way.  They  ufually  live  in  dirt  and  wretched- 
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nefs,  up  little  courts  and  alleys ;  thofe  who  have 
any  fhame  hide  themfelves  all  day ;  and  many  fit 
(hiverin:;  with  cold  and  hunger,  wifliing  for  a  bit 
of  bread,  which  they  would  be  glad  to  earn  in  the 
moft  laborious  manner,  but  cannot  get  employment 
for  want  of  characters ;  whilft  the  more  wicked  and 
abandoned  run  about  in  bedgowns,  without  caps, 
talking  in  fuch  a  way  as  puts  modeft  people  out  of 
countenance.  The  fight  of  fuch  wretches  ought  to 
be  a  warning  to  all  young  girls,  who  are  in  low  'fta- 
tions,  not  to  be  fond  of  finery,  or  of  giving  their 
company  to  idle  men,  who  flatter  only  to  delude 
them."  The  clock  now  ftruck  eight,  and  Thomas 
went  to  lay  his  cloth. 


CHAP.    XX. 


"I^/'HEN  Thomas  was  gone,  "  Dear  me,"  faid 
*  Kitty,  "  how  fhocking  it  i*  to  hear  of  fuch 
things  as  you  have  been  telling  of,  Rachel !  I  cannot 
get  them  out  of  my  head.  I  am  fure,  if  I  was  to  live 
in  London,  I  (h  uld  be  afraid  to  ftir  out  of  doors,  and 
(hould  think  every  man  who  wanted  to  be  my  fweet- 
hcart  was  a  houfe-breaker." 

"O!"  replied  Rachel,  "  houfe-breakers  are  not 
the  only  people  to  be  afraid  of;  there  is  equal  danger 
of  girls  being  deluded  by  men-fervants,  and  even 
by  gentlemen  ;  they  fhould  therefore  be  on  their 
guard,  and  refoKe  not  to  liften  to  the  nonfenfe 
which  fuch  drceitful  perfons  talk  to  them,  and 
fhould  be  contented  with  fuch  plain  decent  apparel 
as  fuits  their  condition,  and  net  wifh  for  fine  things ; 
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but  it  is  the  hope  of  being  married  fo  as  to  be 
made  ladies  of,  that  leads  girls  into  the  folly  of 
loving  fine  clothes,  and  makes  them  fpend  what 
they  ought  to  endeavour  to  lay  by.  For  my  part  I 
have  feen  many  girls  drefs  out  with  tin's  view,  and 
never  knew  but  one  fuccced ;  her  name  was  Polly 
Firmin  ;  (he  was  a  very  handfome  girl,  and  lived  in 
a  family  where  there  was  a  young  gentleman,  one 
of  her  matter's  fens,  who,  by  her  arts,  (he  con- 
trived to  make  defperately  in  love  with  her,  and  he 
took  her  to  Scotland  and  married  her  unknown  to 
his  parents ;  but  what  was  the  confequence  ?  She 
was  not  happy  ;  for  (he  was  obliged  for  fome  time 
to  live  in  a  retired  lodging  in  the  country,  nnd  as 
her  hufband  had  nothing  but  what  he  depended  on 
his  father  for,  he  could  not  keep  her  in  that  grand 
way  (he  expected ;  and  when  his  friends  difcovered 
his  imprudence  they  were  'exceedingly  angry,  and 
his  father  never  forgave  him  to  his  dying  day,  but 
cut  him  off  with  a  Imall  portion  in  his  will;  the  reft 
^of  the  family  looked  coldly  upon  him,  and  would 
never  own  his  wife  for  a  relation,  and  (he  was  not  a 
fit  companion  for  a  gentleman  of  his  learning  ;  fo  at 
laft  he  grew  tired  of  her,  and  they  lived  a  wretched 
life  together,  and  (he  found  to  her  forrow  that  (he 
had  much  better  have  been  married  to  an  honeft 
working  man,  to  whom  fhe  would  have  made  a  good 
wife,  as  (he  was  very  notable." 

"  I  have  often  thought,"  faid  Kitty,  "  that  it  is 
beft  for  young  women  to  marry  to  thoie  of  their  own 
degree ;  for  my  part  I  (hould  feel  very  awkward  if  I 
was  obliged  to  drefs  like  a  lady,  and  fit  down  in  a 
grand  room  to  receive  fine  folks,  and  all  that," 

"  You  would  indeed,  Kitty,"  replied  Rachel, 
"  for  I,  who  have  feen  the  world,  know,  that  grand 
people  make  great  game  of  thofe  who  try  to  ape 
them  j  and  well  they  may,  for  it  is  very  foolifli  to  be 

fure, 


[     87     ] 

furc,  and  many  a  girl  gets  ruined  by  doing  fo.  They 
put  on  fafhionable  things,  it  is  true,  but  they  will 
not  look  genteel  in  them,  for  real  ladies  have  a  fort  of 
manner  of  carrying  therhfelves  which  fervant  girls 
cannot  copy,  and  they  iook  a  hundred  times  better 
when  drefled  plain  and  neat.  But  there  is  no  perfbad- 
ing  many  to  think  fo,  and  they  go  on  decking  them- 
felves  out  beyond  what  their  wages  will  afford,  and 
then  fall  a  prey  to  any  man  who  will  give  them  fine 
things,  and  at  laft  come  to  be  poor  miferable  wretches, 
fuch  as  I  before  told  you  walk  the  ftreets  by  hundreds 
in  London  every  night." 

"  Many  girls  are  led  afide  in  the  country  too," 
faid  Kitty,  "  but  it  is  not  fo  much  a  defire  of 
finery,  as  a  loving  of  romping,  that  leads  them 
aftray." 

"  This  happens  ftill  oftener  in  London,  where 
there  are  a  number  of  men  in  large  families,"  faid 
Rachel.  "  A  girl  who  is  naturally  of  a  lively  tem- 
per gives  way  to  giddy  mirth,  which  encourages  the 
footmen  or  fhopmen  to  romp  with  her.  At  firft 
this  appears  very  harmlefs  ;  but  the  filly  girl  by  al- 
lowing it  begins  to  think  lefs  of  the  modefty  that  be- 
longs to  her  fex,  and  when  the  men  perceive  this, 
they  talk  improper  language  to  her,  and  from  that 
proceed  to  liberties,  which  end  in  her  ruiu  and 
fhame." 

"  It  is  very  odd  to  me,"  faid  Kitty,  "  that  girls 
can  laugh,  as  I  have  feen  fome  do,  when  men  talk 
rudely  to  them  and  pull  them  about.  I  am  fure  no- 
thing makes  me  more  angry,  for  it  is  a  fign  that  they 
have  a  bad  opinion  of  one's  modefty;  and  I  am  fure 
thofe  girls  who  anfwer  them  again  in  their  own  way, 
and  altow  their  freedoms,  do  not  confider  what  the 
catechifm  fays  about  keeping  the  body  in  chaJJity-y  for 
the  meaning  of  this  is,  that  we  fhould  be  modcft  in 
all  our  thought^  words-)  and  deeds." 

"  Very 
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«  Very  true,"  replied  Rachel,  "  but  I  fear,  Kitty, 
there  are  many  women  in  the  world,  wlio  do  not 
think  about  chajllty  at  all ;  and  fo  that  tucv  do  not 
quite  lole  the  chance  of  getting  places,  care  not 
what  people  fay  or  think  of  them.  If  girls  would 
read  the  Scriptures  arid  other  good  bot-ks,  inflead 
of  the  nonfenfe  they  of  en  vvalte  time  upon,  they 
would  efcape  many  a  (hare.  But  thoughtlefs  girls 
look  upon  having  a  fweet  heart  as  the  greateft  hap- 
pinefs  in  life,  and,  as  foon  as  they  fancy  themfelves 
in  love,  or  a  man  in  love  with  them,  inftead  of 
confidering  what  modefty  and  prudence  require, 
they  get  all  the  love-fongs  and  fortune-books 
they  can  meet  with,  and  fill  their  heads  with 
ro  antic  notions,  which  give  men,  who  court 
them  wiih  a  view  to  betray,  every  advantage  againft 
them." 

"  Well,"  faid  Kitty,  «  I  never  had  a  fweet-heart 
yet,  unlefs  our  Thr.mas  may  be  called  one,  who  is 
very  kind  to  me  to  be  fure,  but  he  never  talks  in  ^ny 
unhandfome  way,  or  takes  any  freedom  with  me  ;  if 
he  did  I  fhould  tell  my  miftrefs  directly :  and  if  he 
was  even  to  propofe  marrying  me,  I  fhould  think  of 
that  again  and  again,  and  aflc  my  miftrefs's  advice, 
and  write  to  my  parents  before  I  confented." 

"  You  would  do  very  right,"  faid  Rachel,  <c  and  I 
commend  you  greatly  for  your  modefty ;  depend  on 
it,  the  more  difcreet  you  are,  as  a  maiden,  the  hap- 
pier you  will  be  when'  a  wife.  Modefty,  as  my 
good  mafter,  Mr.  Elderton,  once  faid  to  me,  is  a 
jewel  which  a  woman  Jhould  never  part  with  for 
any  price,  and  (he  fhould  wear  it  at  all  times ;  for 
none  are  (b  high  that  they  need  difdain  it,  or  fo  low 
as  to  be  debarred  from  it,  and  it  adorns  the  homely 
attire  of  a  country  lafs  more  than  gold  and  diamonds 
do  the  gorgeous  attire  of  a  wanton.  Who  then, 
Kitty,  would  throw  afide  an  ornament,  which  makes 
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them  equal,  in  one  refpect  at  lead,  with  the  higheft 
of  their  fex,  and  certainly  recommends  them  to  the 
favour  of  God." 

When  Thomas  had  done  waiting  at  fupper,  h« 
fat  himfelf  down  to  eat  his  own  with  the  maids,  and 
afked  "  if  Rachel  had  gone  on  with  her  hiftory ;" 
fhe  faid  "  no,  fhe  had  only  been  talking  with  Kitty, 
concerning  fome  of  the  dangers  young  women  were 
expofed  to  in  London,"  u  I  have  heard,"  faid 
Thomas,  *'  that  it  is  a  fad  place  for  a  fober  young 
man  to  go  to." 

"  That  it  is,"  anfwercd  Rachel,  "  unlefs  he  lives 
in  a  very  regular  family.  I  would  not  advife  any 
lad  to  go  to  London  at  a  venture,  for  there  are  a 
thoufand  fnares  and  traps  for  thofe  who  do.  Nei- 
ther is  it  fafe  for  a  new  fcrvant,  who  is  a  ftranger  in 
London,  to  make  acquaintance  with  others  in  the 
neighbourhood,  or  even  with  thofe  who  come  with 
meffages  to  his  matter  or  miftrefs.  There  are  a 
number  of  idle  young  fellows  of  footmen,  who  have 
no  work  to  do,  but  juft  to  wait  at  table,  carry  mef- 
fages,  and  ride  behind  coaches ;  thefe  fpend  moft  of 
their  time  in  dreffing,  drinking,  and  gaming,  and  take 
a  pride  and  a  pleafure  in  corrupting  young  men  who 
come  out  of  the  country;  filly  lads,  that  are  more 
fearful  of  being  laughed  at  for  awkwardnefs  and  bafti- 
fulnefs  than  of  offending  GocI,  imitate  thefe  coxcombs, 
till  they  themfelves  become  as  bad." 

"  Well  but,"  faid  Thomas,  "  it  is  their  own  fault; 
for  if  a  fervant  will  but  confider  what  his  duty  requires 
of  him,  refolve  to  do  it,  and  pray  to  God  to  give  him 
grace  to  keep  his  refolution,  the  devil  himfelf  cannot 
prevail  againft  him." 

"  True,  Thomas,"  anfwered  Rachel,  "  but  the 
misfortune  is,  that  few  footmen  think  much  about 
God  or  the  devil;  they  go  up  to  London  with"  a 
defire  to  get  a  deal  of  money,  do  but  little  work, 
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and  take  their  pleafure.  With  thefe  notions  they 
enter  a  ftate  of  life  full  of  temptations,  and  no  won- 
der they  fall  a  prey  to  them  as  they  c'o.  Religion, 
Thomas,  is  the  only  thing  that  can  preferve  any 
perfon  from  loving  the  pornps  and  vanities  of  this 
world  ;  and  therefore  a  fervant,  whether  man  or 
woman,  fhoulj  keep  to  what  that  teaches.  It  is 
wrong  to  fay,  they  have  no  time  to  firve  God^  for  there 
are  few  places  where  they  may  not  find  time  to 
read,  and  go  to  church  too,  if  they  have  a  fincerc 
defire  to  do  fo ;  and  if  there  are  no  family  prayers, 
fervants  may  ftill  pray  to  God  by  themfelves,  morn- 
ing and  evening  at  leaft  ;  and  befides  that,  may  offer 
up  a  fhort  prayer  while  they  are  doing  their  bufinefs, 
•which  they  naturally  will  do,  if  they  ufe  themfelves 
to  thinking  that  they  are  always  in  the  fight  of  God, 
and  that  he  knows  their  moft  fecret  thoughts.  1 
am  fure  I  can  fay,  from  my  own  knowledge,  that 
fuch  fort  of  prayers  are  of  great  fervice,  for  1  had  a 
vaft  deal  to  do  at  Mr.  Elderton's,  having  always  a 
young  child  in  arms,  another  juft  running  alone,  and 
four  in  all  to  work  for,  yet  I  never  miffed  faying  in 
the  courfe  of  the  day,  "  O  Lord,  have  mercy  upon  mey 
and  enable  me  by  thy  grace  to  do  thy  holy  will ;  make  me 
true  and  juji  in  all  my  dealings  ;"  and  fuch  kind  of  pe- 
titions, according  as  cccafion  required ;  which  kept 
up  the  remembrance  of  God,  and  made  me  act  as  in 
his  holy  prefence." 

"  Ay,"  faid  Thomas,  "  there  is  nothing  like  reli- 
gion, Rachel,  to  make  people  a&  right,  and  render 
them  happy  too;  I  am  fure  I  have  found  the  comfort 
of  a  religious  education,  and  am  bound  to  blefs 
and  pray  for  thofe  by  whofe  bounty-I  was  taught  to 
read." 

"  And  fo  am  I,"  faid  Kitty :  "  but  pray  go  on 
with  your  ftory,  Rachel  ;  how  came  you  to  leave 
Mrs.  Elderton?"  «  Why,"  faid  Rachel,  "  my 
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mafter  had  fome  great  place  given  him  in  the  Eaflr 
IndieSj  and  went  abroad,  wh'ch  t  could  not  get  up 
my  heart  to  do  ;  fo  was  obliged  to  leave  a  mafter 
and  miflrefs  whom  I  loved  and  honoured  fmcerely, 
and  children  who  were  as  dear  to  me  as  if  they  had 
been  my  own.  I  had  lived  at  Mr.  Elderton's  fix  years, 
and  brought  up  four  children  from  the  month ;  fo 
when  I  left  my  place  my  matter  made  me  a  pretent  of 
twenty  pounds,  and  defired  his-brother,  if  I  was  in 
diftrefs  at  any  time,  to  give  me  affiftance.  Thus  you 
fee  I  got  money  and  friends  too,  by  my  honefty  and 
courage." 

"  Was  you  not  ready  to  break  your  heart  when  you 
parted  from  the  children  ?"  fa  id  Kitty. 

"  Indeed  I  was,"  replied  Rachel;  l<  efpecially 
when  I  put  them  into  the  hands  of  a  black  woman  : 
but  it  was  a  great  comfort  fot  me  to  thir«k,  that  I 
had  not  made  them  afraid  of  fuch  people,  as  is  a 
very  common  practice  with  many  nurfery-maids— 
"  the  black  man  Jhall  have  youy"  they  cry>  if  a  child 
is  a  little  unruly;  or,  "  /'//  put  ysu  into  the  dark 
bole"  This  I  never  did,  for  I  thought  to  myfelf, 
the  poor  blacks  are  harmlefs  enough,  and  meet  with 
hard  treatment  fufficient  already,  as  I  have  heard 
fay ;  there  is  no  need  therefore  to  fet  children 
againft  them,  who  would  in  that  cafe  moft  likely 
grow  up  enemies  to  them  j  and  (hould  they  in  the 
courfe  of  their  lives  have  any  blacks  under  them, 
might  ufe  them  ill  on  that  account,  or  elfe  be  under 
a  thoufand  vain  fears.  And  as  for  dark  boles^  how 
cruel  it  is  to  terrify  children  with  them,  becaufe 
we  are  as  fafe  in  the  dark  as  in  the  light,  for  God 
Almighty's  providence  is  over  us  at  all  times,  and  in 
all  places." 

"  1  long  to  know,  Rachel,  what  you  did  for  a 
place,"  faid  Thomas.  "  Why,"  anfwered  Ra- 
chel, "  I  had  fcen  fo  much  of  London,  that  I 

refolved 


[     9*     ] 

refolved  to  leave  it;  and  coming  down  to  ftay  a 
little  with  my  coufin  Larkin,  who  lives  in  the  next 
village,  I  heard  of  Mr.  Brown's  place,  and  gladly 
hired  rrufelf;  and  here  I  hope  to  live  happily  many 
years." 

"  I  think,"  faid  Kitty,  "  you  had  tolerably  good 
luck  in  London  ;  fo  that  you  had  no  need  to  fet  your- 
felf  fo  much  againft  it  :  and  I  don't  find  but  that  there 
«:c  us  good  mafters  and  miftrefles  there  as  in  the 


"  Very  true,  Kitty,"  anfwered  Rachel,  "  there 
are  doubtlefs  numbers  of  good  mafters  and  miftreffes 
in  London,  and  many  others  who  would  be  good 
ones,  if  they  were  better  ferved  ;  but,  though  I 
am  a  fervant  myfelf,  I  muft  own  that  fervants  are 
got  to  a  fad  pals,  and  in  general  behave  fo  ill 
{hat  ladies  and  gentlemen  do  not  know  whom  to 
truft  ;  and  when  they  have  been  deceived,  by  one 
after  another,  are  apt  to  think  all  are  alike  ;  it  is 
therefore  very  unfortunate  for  a  good  fervant  to 
come  after  fuch,  and  uncomfortable  to  live  among 
them  :  but,  in  the  firft  cafe,  time  will  moft  likely 
mend  their  condition,  if  they  have  but  patience  to 
ftay  and  keep  to  their  duty  ;  and,  in  the  latter,  they 
certainly  ought  to  expole  whatever  wicked  ways 
they  fee,  which  are  likely  to  injure  their  mafters  and 
miftrefles,  who  in  all  probability  will  reward  and 
love  them  for  their  honefty,  and  to  endeavour  to  get 
them  more  fuitable  companions.  But  if  it  (o  hap- 
pens that  good  fervants  muft  live,  and  be  ranked 
with  worthlefs  ones,  they  ftuniid  comfort  them- 
felves  with  the  thought  that  God  is  abivc  */',  zndfeeth 
not  as  manfeethyfor  the  LORD  iooketb  on  the  HEART. 

"  A  man  or  woman  who  wifhes  for  a  fervice 
in  London  fliould,  if  pofftble,  inquire  the  cha- 
racter of  mafters  and  miftrefles  before  they  hire 
themfelres.  I  do  not  mean  that  they  fhould  liften 
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to  the  title-tattle  of  turned-off  fervants,  char- 
women, or  chandler's  fhcp  keepers,  for  fuch  are 
feldom  to  be  depended  on,  and  will  often  for  their 
own  ends  give  places  a  bad  name ;  but  inquiry 
{hould  be  made  whether  the  gentleman  or  lady  are 
good  livers,  whether  they  go  to  church  and  keep 
early  hours  of  a  night;  for  if  fo,  a  fervant  has  a 
chance  of  being  comfortable  and  fafe  with  them: 
but  if  their  thoughts  be  entirely  given  to  card- 
playing  and  diverfion,  there  is  little  room  to  ex- 
pe6t  they  will  attend  to  the  happinefs  of  their 
domeftics ;  on  the  contrary,  there  is  no  knowing 
what  harm  they  may  do  to  poor  folks,  whole 
hard  lot  it  is  to  ferv«  them,  by  fetting  a  bad  ex- 
ample, and  keeping  them  from  the  public  fervice 
of  God." 

Kitty  and  Thomas  exprefied  great  fatisfa<Slion  at 
being  themfelves  fo  happily  fituated,  and  refolved  to 
form  no  wifhes  for  London  fervices ;  in  which  refo- 
lution  Rachel  confirmed  them,  by  declaring  that 
(he  never  felt  herfelf  fo  happy  as  at  prefent. 


C  II  A  P.     XXI. 

"V/rR.  and  Mr«.  Brown  had  great  objeftion  to 
•*•'•*•  their  fervants  goffipping;  yet  they  were  not  fo 
ftridt  as  to  infift  upon  their  having  no  acquaintance 
at  all;  for,  though  thty  would  not  allow  tea-drink- 
ing and  junketing,  they  were  very  willing  to  let 
them  go  out,  or  have  a  friend  come  to  fee  them  at 
proper  times,  which  was  as  much  as  either  Kitty, 
Rachel,  or  Thomas  delired.  Thefe  good  fervants 
thought  it  very  unreafomble  to  wafte  their  time, 
to  fill  their  matter's  kitchen  with  their  vifitors,  and 
regale  them  at  his  expenfe;  neither  could  they 
afford  to  treat  them  themfclves.  Indeed,  they  did 
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not  give  at  all  into  the  cuftom  of  tea-drinkin-r, 
and  by  their  fivings  in  this,  and  the  article  of  drefs, 
both  the  maid-,  though  they  had  no  more  than  fix 
pounds  a  year  wages,  laid  by  money,  which  was  a 
great  comfort  to  ihem  in  cale  of  misfortunes  ;  for 
as  Kitty  often  f*id — Who  could  tell  what  might 
happen?  She  hoped  her  matter  and  miftrefs  would 
keep  her  as  long  as  they  lived,  but  life  was  uncer- 
tain ;  befices  fhe  might  be  ill  herfelf,  and  obliged 
t&jeave  her  place,  and  her  poor  father  and  mother 
crold  not  afford  to  keep  her,  and  {he  fhould  be 
afhamed  to  go  into  the  workhoufe,  becaufe  every 
body  muft  kr^ow  that  {he  might  have  faved  money 
if  fhe  wo-;ld ;  and  if  ficknefs  did  n:  t  happen,  {he 
might  fettle  in  the  wo'ld,  and  then  a  little  money 
would  be  very  acceptable  ;  or,  if  {he  had  no  chance 
of  that,  Hie  fhould  at  leaft  have  fomething  to  help  her 
in  old  age. 

It  is  very  ftrange  that  fervants  in  general  ftiould 
have  no  thoughts  of  this  kind,  and  yet  it  is  plain 
they  have  nor,  or  they  would  not  as  they  do  fpend 
all  their  money  upon  their  backs. 

Among  the  young  women  with  whom  Kitty  was 
acquainted  was  Moily  Banks.  She  was  a  very  fober, 
good  girl,  but  had  a  mother  that  was  more  indulgent 
than  mothers  fliould  be,  whofc  daughters  are  obliged 
to  go  out  into  the  world  ;  and  this  made  fervitude 
very  hard  to  Molly.  Mrs  Downes,  the  grocer's 
wife,  with  whom  ihe  nrft  lived,  was  a  good  kind 
of  a  woman,  but  very  neat  and  particular.  Molly 
was  thoughtlefs :  and  though  by  no  means  of  an 
idle  difpofition,  yet  very  negligent,  and  rather  flat- 
ternly,  which  often  made  her  miftrefs  angry  with 
her.  This  Molly,  who  had  never  been  accuftomed 
to  be  chid,  thought  very  unkind,  and  {he  ufed  to 
make  heavy  complaint  of  it  whenever  fhe  faw  her 
friend  Kitty.  This  good  girl  guefled  how  the  mat- 
ter was  ;  and,  inftead  of  raiiing  againft  Mrs.  Downes, 
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{he  tried   to  reconcile  Molly  to  her  place,   and  prr- 
fuaded  her  to  try  to  give  more  fatisfa&ion.       "  De- 
pend on  it,   Molly,"    fhe    would   fay   "  there  is   no 
good  to  be   had  by  frequent  change?,  and  feA-  mif- 
trefles  are  fo  bad  but  they  will  be  picafed  with  a  fer- 
vant   who  tries  to  pieafe  them.     I  am  afraid  the  fault 
is  on  your  fide  ;  for  indeed  you  don'c    drefs  as  if  you 
were  tidy  ;    how  can  you  go  with  your  hair  fo  loofe, 
your  gown  fleeves  unfewed,and  the  heel-pieces   off 
your  Thoes  ?    I    can  tell  you,  that  were   1  to  do  fo, 
my   niiftrefs   would   chide   me.     Wncn  I  firft  went 
out  into  the  world,  I  thought  every  thing  a  hardship, 
as   you   do;    for   my  mifrrefs   would  not  pafs  over  a 
fingle   fault,    nor  fufftr  me  to  do  any  thing  wrong, 
without  making  me  tio  it  over  and  over  again,  till  I 
did  it  right.     This  at  iaft  made  me  caref.ul  ;  and  now 
I  go  on  as  comfortably  as  can  he,  and  never  have  an 
angry   word  ;  and  Itiur.k    my  miftrefs  was  the  beft 
friend    I  had  in  the  world,  i;i   taking   the  trouble  of 
correlating  mv  faults,  and  hope  to  fcrvc  her  till  1  fettle 
in  the  world." 

This  encouraged  Molly  Banks  to  try  to  get  into 
her  miftrefo's  ways  alib  ;  which  ihe  at  laft  did,  and 
made  a  very  pretty  fervent,  and  was  quite  happy. 

Rachel  Sinithers  had  a  friend  named  Becky  Per- 
kins, who  lived  cook  with  a  whimfical  old  gentleman, 
tnat  was  very  hard  to  pieafe  indeed,  though  he  was  in 
the  main  a  good  fort  of  man.  She  ufed  to  vent  her 
complaints  to  Rachel,  who  always  deli  red  her  to  flay 
in  her  place  fince  (he  had  the  opportunity  of  ferving 
God  and  going  to  church,  which  fhe  might  not  have 
every  where.  "That,"  faid  Rachel,  "  is  now  the 
firft  thing  I  think  of,  when  I  hire  myfelf ;  for,  you 
know,  it  is  the  one  thing  needful.  If  fervants  go  out 
into  the  world,  as  there  are  many  tempers  in  it,  and 
nobody  is  without  faults,  they  muft  not  expe<5lalwa\s 
to, have  their  matter  and  miftrefs  quite  agreeable  ; 
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but,  if  they  are  not  wicked,  one  fhould  not  mind  a 
few  odd  humors. 

**  Matters  and  miftreffcs  have  often  much  more 
to  difturb  their  minds  than  fervants  have.  Some- 
times a  large  bufinefs  to  manage,  which  brings  many 
a  care ;  and  fometimcs  their  children  give  them 
trouble  and  vexation.  A  fervant  fhould  confider 
all  this,  and  think  how  many  hours  a  matter  and 
miftrefs  often  lie  awake,  to  contrive  about  provid- 
ing for  the  wants  of  thofe  that  depend  on  them, 
•while  their  men  and  maids  are  found  afleep,  quite 
free  from  care.  For  my  part,  when  I  fee  a  matter 
or  mittrefs  fret,  and  hear  them  find  fault  without 
caufc  as  it  fecms,  I  alwayt  think  to  myfclf — Poor 
fouls  !  fomething  or  other  vexes  them  j  fo  I  never 
give  a  faucy  anfwer,  but  try  all  I  can  to  pleafe  them  ; 
and  many  and  many  a  time  have  I  gained  good-will 
by  this  means  ;  but  if  I  had  not,  I  fhould  have  known 
I  was  pleafing  God,  who  will  reward  me  in  another 
world,  for  trying  to  do  my  duty  in  this.  I  never  ap- 
proved of  rambling  about  from  fervice  to  fervice  ; 
for,  as  the  old  faying  is,  a  rolling  Jlont  never  gathers 
mc/s.  So  I  would  advife  you,  Becky,  to  ftay  with 
the  old  gentleman." 

Becky  at  laft  took  a  refolution  that  (he  would  not 
fret  at  her  matter's  humours;  nor  anfwer  again  when 
he  was  pettifh  :  and  (he  foon  found  the  difference, 
for  he  did  not  fcold  half  fo  much  ;  often  made  her 
little  prefents  j  and  when  he  died,  left  her  a  legacy. 
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CHAP.     XXII. 

rTnHERE  was  another  young  woman  who  lived 
-*•  nurfery-maid  at  Mr.  Richardfon's  the  apothe- 
cary, with  whom  Rachael  and  Kitty  became  ac- 
quainted, by  her  bringing  the  children  fometimes  to 
Mrs.  Brown's:  her  name  was  Nanny  Burton.  She 
was  a  very  good-natured  girl,  and  fond  of  the  chil- 
dren, but  had  many  foolifh  ways  with  them  ;  thefe 
Rachel,  who  had  been  a  nurfery-maid  herfelf,  and 
was  an  experienced,  and  really  a  fenfible  fervant, 
obferved,  and  thought,  as  Mr.  Richardfon  was 
very  often  from  home,  and  the  little  dears  had  loft 
their  mamma,  it  would  be  an  aft  of  kindneft  to  tell 
her  of  them.  One  of  thefe  faults  was,  making  a 
favourite  of  the  youngeft  child,  and  differing  it  to 
tyrannife  over  the  elder  ones.  This  was  certainly 
very  wrong;  and  Rachel  told  Nanny  that  it  was 
not  only  unjuft  to  the  others,  but  cruel  to  the  child 
itfelf,  which,  if  differed  to  have  its  own  way  in  that 
manner,  would,  as  it  grew  up,  be  unhappy  and  a 
plague  to  every  body.  "  If  one  child  muft  be  above 
the  othejs,"  faid  Rachel,  "  it  is  natural,  I  think,  to 
let  it  be  the  eldeft  j  but,  for  my  part,  I  would  treat 
all  alike." 

Another  filly  cuftom  Nanny  had,  was  talking 
nonfenfe  to  the  children,  and  anfwering  them  in 
fuch  kind  of  words  as  babies  fpeak  when  they  firft 
try  to  talk.  This  Rachel  blamed  her  for  very  much, 
but  owned  (he  had  the  fame  fault  herfelf,  till  Mr. 
Elderton  broke  her  of,  it  in  a  very  droll  way;  flic 
faid  {he  fhould  never  forget  it  as  long  as  (he  lived. 
It  was  one  fuinmer's  day  that  her  matter  and  miftrefs 
were  going  to  fee  an  uncle  who  lived  about  twenty 
miles  off,  and  fee  was  to  go  in  the  coach  with  them, 
E  and 
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and  carry  her  young  mafter  in  her  lap  :  "  Juft  as  I 
was  getting  in,"  (aid  fbc,  "  my  maftsr  faid — Now, 
Kachel,  let  us  have  none  of  your  nonfenfe ;  if  you 
do,  I  /hill  find  a  method  of  curing  you  of  it  for 
the  future.  So  I  promifed  I  would  not  f.iy  a  filly 
word  all  the  way,  if  I  could  help  it.  Luckily  for 
me,  the  child  flept  great  part  of  the  journey,  and  of 
courfe  I  held  my  tongue  ;  but  as  foon  as  the  dear 
little  foul  opened  its  eyes,  and  began  to  look  abour, 
I  quite  forgot  myfelf,  and  called  out — Georgy  Porgy, 
Deary  Peary^  Ridy  P/V/y,  Coacby  Poachy  !  and  fhould 
have  gone  on  with  the  fame  kind  of  fluff,  if  my 
matter  had  not  immediately  flopped  the  coachman  ; 
and  taking  the  child  in  his  own  lap,  ordered  me  to 
get  out,  for  he  faid  he  had  rather  nurfe  twelve  hours 
than  be  fliut  up  in  a  coach  half  cf  one,  to  hear  fuch 
gibberifli ;  fo  poor  I  was  obliged  to  walk  the  other 
five  miles  all  in  the  broiling  heat:  and  this  made  me 
remember  talking  nonfenfe  to  children;  and  I  think 
i  fhall  never  talk  fo  again." 

"  To  fay  the  truth,"  added  Rachel,  "  though  I 
was  very  mad  at  the  time,  I  do  not  think  my  malhr 
was  to  blame;  for  it  muft  be  very  provoking  to 
gentlefolks,  who  mean  to  give  their  children  £ood 
learning,  and  wifti  them  to  be  clever  as  foon  as  they 
can,  to  have  them  taught  by  their  nurfes  to  talk  fuch 
nonfenfe  as  no  one  can  underhand." 

"  What  you  fay  is  very  true,  Rachel,"  faid  Kitty. 
"  Why  there  is  iMifs  Hannah  White,  that  vifits  at 
our  hotife,  who  is  eleven  years  old,  often  makes 
her  rpamma  blufh  in  company  at  hearing  her  lifp, 
and  fpcak  many  words  like  a  bau-y;  which  I  d,;re  fay 
is  owing  to  her  having  had  nonlenfe  talked  to  her  in 
the  nurfery,  for  I  perceive  (he  can  fpcak  otherwife 
when  fhe  tries.  It  is  a  fad  thing  for  a  young  lady  to- 
be  ferved  fo  ;  but  it  may  be  ftill  worfe  for  young 
gentlemen,  as  nobody  knows  what  they  may  be  when 
they  grow  up  to  man's  ellate  :  and  it  is  my  belief  that 
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the  reafon  why  fo  many  parfons  fpeak  fo  badly  in  th« 
puipit,  is  owing  firft  of  all  to  this  very  thing  :  there- 
fore, if  ever  I  live  nurfery-maici,  I  am  determined  it 
fhall  not  be  faid  of  me  that  I  helped  to  fpoil  a  good 
parfon ;  for  one  of  my  firft  cares  (hall  be  to  make 
children  fpeak  plainly*-*' 

Nanny  owned  that  what  they  faid  was  very  true, 
though  (he  had  not  thought  of  it  before.  She  was 
fure  the  children  were  as  dear  to  her  as  if  they  were 
her  own,  and  (he  would  do  the  beft  (he  could  by 
them. 

««  Well,  then,"  faid  Rachel,  «  (hall  I  tell  you  of 
fome  other  things  that  I  would  riot  do?"  "Yes, 
and  thank  you  too,"  faid  Nanny,  "  for  I  am  not 
above  learning."  Rachel  then  added,  that  (he  had 
feveral  times  heard  her  threaten  the  children,  when 
naughty,  that  an  old  man  fhould  take  them.  "  My 
matter,  that  I  told  you  of  before,"  faid  (he,  "  was 
dreadfully  angry  with  me  once  for  that,  and  faid  I 
was  a  fool  for  frightening  children,  and  wicked  in 
fetting  them  againfl  old  men,  for  they  ought  from 
their  cradles  to  be  taught  to  reverence  the  aged;  and 
the  Scriptures  fay  as  much  :  to  be  fure  my  matter 
was  very  right !" 

"  Yes,"  faid  Kitty,  "  that  he  was:  I  hate,  for  my 
part,  to  hear  old  folks  made  bugbears  of;  we  fhould 
not  like  to  be  ferved  fo  ourfelves." 

"  Well,  but,"  faid  Nanny,  «  how  fhall  I  ma. 
nage  the  children,  if  I  mutt  neither  humour  nor 
frighten  them  ?  Then  I  had  need  fpend  a  mint  of 
money  in  cakes  and  fugar-plums,  to  bribe  them  to  be 
good." 

"  No,"  faid  Rachel,  "  that  is  as  wrong  a  thing 
as  you  can  do;  it  makes'children  covetous  and  mean- 
fpirited  to  bribe  them  :  they  fhould  be  taught  to  do 
right,  becaufe  they  ought  to  do  fo,  and  for  fear  of 
God  Almighty's  being  angry  with  them.  And,  as  for 
cakes  and  fugar-plums,  they  are  natty  poifonous 
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things,  and  do  children  harm  ;  fo  I  would  never  let 
them  tafte  them. 

,•<  I  will  tell  you  a  better  way  than  bribing  them: 
never  cio  any  thing  for  children  when  they  cry,  or 
fpcak  unhandfomely ;  nor  let  them  have  any  thing 
that  will  hurt  them,  but  keep  your  own  temper,  that 
they  may  fee  you  don't  deny  them  out  of  ill-nature; 
and,  when  they  are  gocd,  do  every  thing  to  plcafe 
them  that  is  proper  to  be  done ;  and  I  dare  fay  you 
will  have  greater  command  of  them  than  you  have 
now. 

"  But,  above  all  things,  Nanny,  never  deceive 
ch  Idren,  but  fpealc  the  truth  to  them,  as  flriclly  as 
you  would  wifh  others  to  fpe^-k  it  to  you.  I  declare, 
one  would  fuppofe,  from  the  w^y  in  which  fome 
fo  ks  talk  to  children,  that  they  take  them  all  for 
natural  fools,  without  undcrflanding;  but  they  have 
more  fenfe  than  thefe  people  thh.k  of,  and  take 
notice  of  all  that  is  faid  or  done :  or  elfe,  how 
could  they  learn  to  talk  or  know  the  meaning 
of  fo  many  words  as  they  do  when  they  are  fo 
young?  My  mafler  was  very  particular  about  this 
matter ;  and  it  would  have  been  as  much  as  n  y 
place  was  worth,  to  have  promifed  a  child  any  thing 
without  performing  it;  for  he  faid  children  try  to 
imitate  what  they  hear  and  fee  in  grown  people, 
and  therefore  all  about  them  fhould  fet  good  ex- 
amples." 

Nanny  was  very  thankful  for  this  advice  ;  and  fol- 
lowed it  fo,  that  by  degrees  (he  became  a  moft  excel- 
lent nurfery-maid,  and  brought  up  all  the  children, 
who  were  friends  to  her  as  long  as  fhe  lived,  and  her 
mafier  rewarded  her  very  handfomely. 

Another  young  woman  to  whom  Rachel  and  Kitty 
were  of  great  ufe,  was  Lucy  Becket :  (he  was  a  very 
clever  handy  girl,  but  knowing  her  own  abilities, 
file  over-valued  them  fo,  that  fhe  would  not  bear  the 
Uaft  fault  to  be  found  with  her,  without  giving 
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warning,  by  which  means  (he  frequently  threw  her- 
felf  out  of  place;  but  being  known  as  an  ufeful  fer- 
vant,  fhe  was  hired  firfl  by  one  and  then  by  another, 
till  fhe  lived  with  feveral  people  in  the  village,  who 
\vere,  in  turn,  obliged  to  pa-t  with  her  for  the  in- 
folence  above  mentioned  :  at  laft  fhe  was  hired  by 
Mrs.  Fleming,  a  lady  who  treated  her  fervants  with 
proper  kindnefs  and  indulgence,  but  who  would  not 
put  up  with  any  impertinence.  This  place  was  a 
very  profitable  one,  ancl  quite  fuitable  to  Lucy  in 
every  refpe&,  yet  fhe  foolifhly  gave  warning  as  ufual 
on  fome  trifling  occafidfa,  and  in  an  hour  after  re- 
pented of  her  imprudence,  and  hoped  that  by  civil 
behaviour  fhe  fhould  induce  her  miftrefs  to  pafs  by 
this  fault  unnoticed,  for  (he  was  far  from  wishing  to 
go  aw«»y:  however,  Mrs.  Fleming  behaved  with 
luch  coolnefs  as  plainly  fhewed  her  difpleafure. 
Quite  frightened  with  the  thoughts  that  (he  fhould 
lofe  a  good  place,  Lucy  took  occafion  to  confult 
Rachel  and  Kitty,  who  blamed  her  very  much,  and 
advifed  her  to  beg  pardon.  "  No,"  replied  Lucy, 
"  that  fliall  never  be  faid  of  me,  I  will  not 
be  fo  mean  fpirited."  "  Do  you  call  it  mean 
fpirited  to  confefs  a  fault?"  faid  Kitty.  "  1  think 
it  is  much  more  fo  to  be  obftinate."  "  Very  true," 
faid  Rachel,  u  it  is~  certainly  very  wrong  for  any 
body  to  throw  themfelves  out  of  a  good  fervice, 
rather  than  fh  ;w  proper  humility,  purely  it  may  be 
called  tempting  God  Almighiy;  for  when  his  pro- 
'vidence  places  people  where  they  m  y  be  happy,  if 
they  will,  can  they  expe&  his  blefling  will  follow 
them  if  they  wilfully  throwMhemfelves  out  of  it  ? 
1  have  known  many  girls  a»5l  like  you,  Lucy,  who 
lived  to  repent  it,  as  I  fear  you  will  do."  "  I  fancy 
fhe  will  foon  have  reafon,"  anfwered  K'tty,  "  for 
I  heard  my  miftrefs  fay  that  all  the  gentlefolk  in 
the  village  were  furprifed  when  Mrs.  Fleming  hired 
Lucy,  as  her  character  for  changing  was  fo  well 
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known;  and  after  Reaving  fo  good  a  place,  I  don't 
think  any  one  here  will  hire  her,  fo  I  would  advife 
her  to  humble  herfelf."  "  It  is  certainly  your -duty  to 
do  foj  Lucy,"  faid  Rachel,  k<  for  giving  warning  in  a 
pet,  is  one  of  the  greateft  infults  that  can  be  offered 
to  a  miftrefs,  and  dees  not  at  till  agree  with  God's 
command  to  fubmit  to  all  one's  betters;  for  my  parr, 
if"  at  any  time  I  fhould  wifh  to  change  my  place,  I 
fhould  ftudy  to  tell  rr,y  miftrefs  fo  with  all  the 
civility  in  my  power."  Lucy  faid  that  (he  was 
?.!raid  the  other  ffrvants  would  laugh  at  her,-  if  fhe 
fhould  offer  to  humble  herfelf."  *' Never  mind  if 
•they  do,"  fa  d  Kitty.  "  Better  be  laughed  at  f.jr 
doing  right,  than  fulFer  for  doing  wrong."  In  fhorc, 
thefe  good  girls  made  ufe  of  fo  many  arguments  that 
Lucy's-  pride  gave  way,  and  fhe  returned  home  with  a 
rc'c  lotion  to  yfk  her  rrnftrefs's  pardon,  but  her  fooltfli 
1]  irit  rcfo  up  again,  and  prevented  her  every  time  fhe 
had  an  opportunity;  at  laft  flie  got  up  her  heart  to 
fpenk,  when,  to  her  great  mortification,  her  miftrefs 
told  her  file  had  hired  a  fervant.  Lucy  was  exceed- 
ingly vexed  indeed,  and  opened  her  mind  to  her  two 
fiends  as  they  walked  from  church  the  nexc  Sunday, 
who  admonifhcd  her  to  behave  as  well  as  poflibie 
while  {he  (laid  with  her  miftrefs,  which  was  veiy  fer- 
viceable  advice,  for  fhe  intended  to  give  heilelf  a 
great  many  airs.  At  length  the  time  came  for  her 
to  be  djfchar.;ed,  and  (he  begged  her  miftrefs  to' give 
her  a  character.  x'  That  I  certainly  will  do,"  faid 
Mrs.  Fleming,  "  and  fhall  fpeak  as  favourably  as 
I  can  of  you,  Lucy:  but  it  is  my  rule  never  to  con- 
ceal any  capital  fault,  becaufe  I  wifh  in  hiring  a 
fervant  to  be  treated  with  candour  myfelf ;  however, 
I  fhall  not  fail  when  1  name  yours,  to  mention  your 
fubmiifive  behaviour  fince."  Lucy  went  away  with 
an  aching  heart,  refolving  never  more  to  throw  her- 
felf out  of  a  good  place  by  her  folly,  but  it  was  not 
her  luck  to  get  a  good  one  j  for  her  next  miftrefs  was 
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proud,  paflionate,  and  ftingy ;  however,  by  the  en- 
couragement of  Kitty  and  Rachel,  fhe  bore  every  dif- 
agreeable  circumftance  with  patience  for  a  long  while, 
and  afterwards  was  hired  into  a  very  good  family, 
where  fhe  behaved  well  and  lived  happily. 

What  an  advantage  it  was  to  Molly  Banks,  Becky 
Perkins,  Nanny  Burton,  and  Lucy  Becket,  to  have 
fuch  friends,  as  Kitty  and  Rachel !  Had  they  fallen  in 
the  way  of  many  fervants,  they  would  have  been  fet 
againft  good  places,  and  perhaps  would  never  have 
fettled  as  long  as  they  lived. 

Whatever  ftaticns  of  life  people  are  in,  they  mufl 
expe<Sl  to  meet  with  fome  things  agreeable  and  fome 
difagreeable,  and  fhould  ftrivc  to  make  the  beft  of 
their  condition.  We  did  not  come  into  the  world  to 
be  perf{cT:ly  happy,  but  to  prepare  us  for  a  better:  the 
more  patiently  we  bear  the  evils  that  fall  to  our  lot, 
the  greater  fhare  of  comfort  we  (hall  enjoy  here  j  and, 
if  we  pra&ife  this  patience  in  obedience  to  the  com- 
mands of  God  Almighty,  and  in  imitation  of  our 
blefled  Saviour's  example,  we  ihall  obtain  the  greater 
(hare  of  happinefs  in  the  other  world. 


CHAP.    XXIII, 

chief  acquaintances  were  the  clerk 
of  the  parifh  and  the  excifeman,  for  he  wiflied 
to  keep  company  with  thofe  from  wh;im  he  kne\v 
he  could  improve  himfelf.  The  clerk  taught  him 
to  fing  anthems,  and  inftrufted  him  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  garden  ;  and  Thomas  gave  the  excife- 
man a  little  matter  to  teach  him  meafursng  £nd  fur- 
veving:  and  Mr.  Allen,  the  mafier  of  the  charity- 
fchool,  to  whom  Thomas  had  been  a  fcholar,  took 
notice  of  him ;  and  he  was  a  man  who*  knew 
the  world,  and  was  capable  of  giving  him  very  good 
advice.'  TUomas  had  not  much  leifure  for  going 
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out ;  but  when  he  did  go,  it  was  always  to  fee  one  of 
thefe  worthy  people ;  for  he  never  entered  an  ale- 
boufe,  or  played  at  any  idle  games :  and  on  thcfe  ac- 
counts his  friends,  the  clerk  and  excif-raan,  were 
always  welcome  to  a  cup  of  Mr.  Brown's  ale ;  for-  he 
had  free  liberty  to  treat  them. 

One  evening,    when  Thomas  was    regaling  his 
friend  the  exciseman,  he  began  relating  what  an  ac- 
count Rachel  had  given  of  London  places,  and  ex- 
prefled  his  fatisf.iction  that  his  lot  was  caft  in   the 
country ;    on   which    the    excifeman   replied,    that 
Thomas  had  reafon  to  be  thankful,  and  he  hoped 
he  would  always  have  a  proper  fenfe  of  his  happinefs 
in  having  fuch  a  worthy  mafter  and  miftrefs,  and  not 
fuffer  himfelf  to  be  pcrfuaded  to  leave  them.     "  It 
was  my  good  fortune,"  added  he,  *'  to  have  fuch 
myfelf,  though  my  mafter  was  not  a  parfon,  but  in 
trade.     He  took  me  firft  a  lad   (as  you  might  be, 
Thomas,  when  you  came  to  Mr.  Brown's),  and  he 
and  my  miftrefs  were  as  good  as  a  father  and  mother 
to  me.     I  had  a  brother  who  went  out  to  fervice 
as  I  did,  but  he  was  of  a  roving  temper,  and  often 
changed  his  place  with  a  view  to  better  himfelf,  and 
would  fain  have  perfuaded  me  to  do  the  fame,   but  I 
could  not  get  up  my  heart  to  leave  my  mafter  and 
miftrefs,   and  their  children ;  fo  I  kept  on  contented 
with  moderate  wages :  in  the  mean  time  my  brother 
flafhed  away,  firft  as  footman   in  a  fine  livery,  then 
as  valet  de  chambre,  and  fo  on  ;  but  wherever  he  went 
he  was  always  looking  out  for  fomething  better,   and 
never  ftaid  long  enough  in  a  place  to  make  a  friend  } 
at  laft  he  was  feized  with  the  rheumatifm  very  badly, 
and  became  a  cripple,  and  for  fome  time  was  in  a 
workhoufe.lill  I  got  up  in  the  world,  and  was  able  to 
help  him,  and  now  he'lives  a  burden  upon  me." 

«'  And  did  you  never  change  place  at  all  ?"  faid 
Thomas.    "  No,"  anfwered  the  excifeman,  "  I  kept 
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on  fteadily  with  the  fame  matter  and  miftreft,  who 
by  degrees. raifed  my  wages  as  much  as  they  could 
afford,  and  gave  me  good  inftru£Uon,  which  proved 
of  more  value  than  money,  for  they  taught  me  my 
duty  to  God  and  man;  and,  at  laft,  my  mafter  got 
the  pi  ,ce  for  me  which  I  now  enjoy;  b.-fides 
this  all  his  fons  and  daughters  are  very  good  to 
me,  and  make  me  many  prefents ;  and  I  have  the 
comfort  ten  think,  that  in  cafe  I  {hould  be  in  dif- 
trefs,  I  have  no  lefs  than 'ten  good  friends  to  help 
me." 

"That  is  a  comfort  indeed,"  replied  Thomas, 
"and,  thank  God,  I  may  reckon  upon  four ;  my 
mafter  and  miftrefs,  Mafter  Charles  and  Mil's  Fanny. 
But  pray  tell  me,  Mr.  Thornton,  was  your  place  in 
I/ondon  or  in  the  country." 

"  In  London,"  replied  the  excifeman. 
;   "  I -am  glad  to  hear  it,"  faid  Thomas,  *'  for  with 
what  I  heard  from  Rachel,  and  faw  at  Lord  Town- 
ly's,  I  began  to  think  that  London  muft  be  a  dread- - 
ful  place  indeed." 

*'  It  is  bad  enough  to  be  fure,"  faid  Mr.  Thornton, 
<l  but  there  are  a  great  many  good  people  in  it  for 
all  that;  and  it  would  be  a  pity  that  fuch  {hould  not 
get  good  fervants.  I  think,  a  lad  who  is  well  fettled 
in  the  country  is  much  the  fafeft,  but  if  any  one  has 
a  mind  to  go  to  town  he  may  live  very  comfortably 
there,  provided  he  gets  into  a  fober,  regular  family  ; . 
but  it  is  dreadfully  dangerous  indeed,  to  go  and  live 
there  at  one's  own  hands,  or  in  diforderly  families,  as 
the  town  is  full  of  temptations  for  thofe  who  have 
nothing  to  do,  or  bad  advifert." 

"Are  all  lords  and  ladies  like  Lord  and  Lady 
Townly?"  faid  Thomas. 

«'  By  no  means,"  anfwered  the  excifeman  ;  "  many 

of  them  lead  good  lives  and  have  regular  families, 

and  provide  very  handfomely  for  their  fervants,  and 

it  is  a  great  honour  and  happinefs  to  live  with  them  ; 

E  c  but 


but  there  are  always  people  enow  to  catch  at  fuch 
places,  and  therefore  I  think  it  is  very  wrong  for 
cither  men  or  women  fervants,  who  are  already 
comfortably  fettled  with  perfons  in  middling  flations, 
to  be  ambitious  of  living  with  great  f)lks.  The 
good  ones  among  thefe  generally  have  fervants  re- 
commended by  people  whom  they  can  depend  upon, 
and  therefore  do  not  look  out  for  {hangers ;  and 
the  reft  are  not  worth  living  with,  and  deferve 
no  better  fervants  than  fuch  as  Lord  Townly  now 
has." 

This  difcourfe  of  the  excifeman  ftrengthened 
Thomas's  refolution  to  do  his  utmoft  to  retain  the 
good  opinion  of  his  mafter  and  miflrefs :  and  he 
refolved  not  to  HAen  to  any  who  fhould  try  to  make 
him  diiTatisfied,  and  he  carefully  avoided  Lord  Town- 
iy's  wicked  fervants,  neither  did  he  keep  company 
with  any  footmen  in  the  village,  as  there  was  not 
one  among  them  fit  to  be  companion  to  fuch  a  fi>ber 
religious  lad  as  he  was. 
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T  was  a  cuftom  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  to 
vifit  the  poor  themfelves,  and  to  adminifter  to  their 
neceflities  with  their  own  hands;  but  they  fometimes 
fent  their  benefactions  to  panicular  people  by  their 
fervants,  not  frorh  oftentation,  but  becaufe  theythought 
the  fight  of  miferable  objects  would  make  them  tender- 
hearted to  others,  and  fenfible  of  the  blefiings  they 
themfelves  enjoyed  j  and  they  likewife  wiihed  to 
afford  them  opportunities  of  giving  their  own  mite, 
as  they  taught  them  it  was  their  duty  to  do. 

The  village  in  which  Mr.  Brown  lived,  was  in  itfelf 
pleasant  and  fruitful:  there  were  a  few  gentlemen  who 
had  large  eftates  in  itj  yet  moft  of  the  poorer  people 

fuffered 


fuffered  much  diftrefs,  and  complained  of  want  of 
charity  among  their  rich  neighbours;  but  the  fault 
Jay  with  themfdves,  for  there  had  been  a  time  when 
the  gents y  were  well  difpofed  towards  them,  and 
would  have  difpenfed  their  bounty  with  liberality,  had 
they  not  been  obliged  to  retrain  it  through  the  infults 
and  ingratitude  of  thofe  to  whom  they  offered  their 
kind  affiftance.  A  few  inftances  will  fet  this  matter 
in  a  clear  light. 

The  manor-houfe  was  formerly  inhabited  by  Sir 
John  Fenton,  a  gentleman  of  extraordinary  huma- 
nity and  generality,  whofe  lady  poflefled  the  fame 
amiable  qualites.  When  they  came  to  refide  at 
this  village,  as  they  were  of  the  firft  confequence  in 
it,  they  determined  to  be  patrons  and  benefactors  to 
their  indigent  neighbours.  In  the  firft  place,  there- 
fore, Sir  John  refolved  to  employ  as  many  day  la- 
bourers as  he  could  on  his  own  grounds,  whom  he 
agreed  to  pay  fo  much  a  week  for  their  labour. 
For  a  little  while  they  earned  their  wage?,  but  many 
of  them  foon  grew  lazy,  and  took,  every  opportunity 
of  impofing  upon  their  kind  employer,  from  a  notion 
that,  as  he  had  plenty  of  money,  there  was  no  harm 
in  cheating  him ;  fo  whenever  they  were  not  over- 
looked, they  indulged  themfelves  in  idlenefs,  and 
fcarcely  ever  did  half  a  day's  work,  though  they 
were  paid  for  a  whole  one;  and  performed  their 
bufinefs  in  a  flighting  manner.  For  a  confiderable 
time  Sir  John  bore  this  ungrateful  treatment,  and 
only  complained  of  it,  and  threatened  them ;  but 
finding  at  length  that  there  was  no  depending  upon 
them,  he  difcharged  them  all,  and  put  his  bufmefs  into 
the  hands  of  a  furveyor,  who  hired  workmen  at  other 
places.  From  this  time,  the  labouring  men.  of  the 
village  confidered  Sir  John  as  their  enemy,  and  ex- 
claimed loudly  againft  his  cruelty,  in  turning  off  his 
poor  neighbours  and  bringing  ftrangers  to  take  their 
bread  out  of  their  mouths ;  and  yet,  who,  that  hears 
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the  ftory  fairly  told,  can  think  the  good  gentleman 
to  blame  ? 

The  corjfequences  of  the  villagers'  ingratitude  anj 
injuftice  to  their  patron  did  not  flop  here;  for  other 
gentlemen  who  were  going  to  improve  their  eftate?, 
knowing  how  their  worthy  neighbour  had  been  ufed, 
and  having  experienced  the  fame  kind  of  treatment 
themfelvee,  followed  his  plan  of  having  furveyors  ;  and 
fo  thofe  to  whom  they  would  p,lad!y  have  given  the 
prefe  ence  were  fet  afide,  and  could  only  get  employ- 
ment among  farmers,  where  they  had  no  opportunity 
of  cheating,  and  very  often  they  were  entirely  out  of 
work,  and  this,  jjerhaps,  when  fevere  weather  made 
their  neceflities  the  greater. 

Nor  were  the  women  lefs  to  blame  than  the  men, 
as  you  may  judge  from  what  I  am  now  g>>ing  to  re- 
late;' Sir  John  Fenton,  fuppofmg  that  firing  would 
be  very  acceptable,  gave  permiffion  to  the  poor  to 
gather  flicks  up  in  his  park,  and  a  number  of 
women  and  children  went  e-«ery  day  and  carried 
home  large  bundles ;  but  thefe  filly  women,  forgetful 
of  the  miferies  they  had  fuffered  in  former  winters, 
as  foon  as  the  weather  was  warm,  grew  tired  of  the 
trouble  of  gathering  fticks,  and  faid  that  it  wjs 
no  charity  to  make  poor  folks  fatigue  themfelves  in 
that  manner  for  a  little  wood  j  if  Sir  John  meant  to- 
ferve  them,  he  might  fend  the  flicks  to  their  houfes. 
Btfides  this,  the  boys  were  fo  rude  as  to  drive  the 
deer  about,  throw  ftones  at  the  fwanc,  damage 
the  young  trees  which  had  been  lately  planted,  and 
tear  limbs  from  the  older  ones;  fo  Sir  J  hn  (hut  up 
his  park  entirely  from  the  poor,  and  in  fucceeding 
winters  they  found  the  difference,  for,  inftead  of  hav- 
ing a  good  fire  to  drefs  their  food  and  comfort  them, 
they  were  obliged  o  i  many  a  cold  winter's  day,  when 
the  ground  was  covered  with  fnow,  to  wander  about 
for  miles  in  fearch  of  fuel,  and  frequently  returned 
home  without  anv,  to  difmal  habitations,  where  not 
a  fingle  fpark  glimmered  on  t'fiofc  hearths  which 
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Sir  John  Fentoa's  benevolence  had  enlivened  with 
many  a  cheerful  blaze,  and  then  retired,  fnivering 
with  cold,  to  their  wretched  beds,  which  did  not 
afford  fufficient  covering  to  warm  their  half  frozen 
limbs.  But  inftead  of  owning  their  fault,  an  1  en- 
deavouring to  reconcile  themfcl^es  to  their  benefac- 
tor, thefc  fool.fh  people  encouraged  one  another  in 
fpeaking  ill  of  him,  and  complained  of  his  want  of 
charity. 

Another  inftance  of  their  ill  treatment  of  this 
worthy  gentleman  was  thi? :  When  the  weather 
fct  in  fo  fevere  that  his  labourers  could  not  have 
work  to  do,.  Sir  John  Fenton  had  a  fine  ox  kil'ed, 
and  divided  into  Ihares,  to  be  diftributed  according 
to  the  largcnefs  of  different  families.  As  feme  parts 
of  an  ox  are  better  beef  than  the  others,  it  happened 
of  courfe  that  all  perfons  could  not  be  fupp'ied  with 
the  beft  pieces,  fo  there  was  great  quarrelling  among 
the  poor  women  to  obtain  thtfe,  and  thofe  to  whom 
the  inferior  ones  were  given,  fuppofing  themfJves 
injured  in  the  diftribution,  refufed  to  accept  of  any: 
nay  fome  had  the  infolence  to  nail  their  port  on  up 
at  the  gate,  with  many  reproachful  fpecches,  not 
confidering  that  the  worft  would  have  made  very 
good  broth,  and  that  another  time  they  might  have 
had  a  better  lot.  It  cannot  be  wondered  at,  that 
Sir  John  Fenton  killed  no  more  oxen  for  his  la- 
bourers. 

His  good  lady  was  treated  as  badly.  Knowing 
that  clothing  was  a  very  expenfive  article  to  poor 
people,  (he  purchafed  a  quantity  of  linen,  ftuft,  and 
linfey  woolfey,  which  (he  gave  away  for  {hi  ft?, 
gowns,  and  petticoats.  Many  who  received  thefe 
donations  fold  them  immediately,  fquandered  the 
money,  and  ridiculed  the  lady  for  what  they  called 
beggarly  gifts. 

They  ferved  the  neighbouring  gentry  the  fame, 
which  naturally  hardened  their  hearts  againft  their 
poor  neighbours  in  general,  and  all  followed  the  ex- 
ample 
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ample  of  Sir  John  Fenton  and  his  lady,  in  confining 
their  benevolence  to  a  few  people  whom  they  had 
found  defetvi:,g  of  their  kindnefs. 

It  had  happened  unfortunately  for  the  inhabitants 
of  this  village  that  Mr.  Beaumont,  the  late  Rector, 
who  was  a  truly  good  man,  and  had  been  very  ac- 
tive in  another  parifli  in  his  younger  days,  fell  into 
a  bad  ftate  of  health  foon  after  he  came  to  the  liv- 
ing, and  never  recovered  fufficiently  to  do  his  duty 
regularly,  but  was  under  the  neceflity  of  employing 
a  curate,  who  had  at  the  fame  time  another  curacy 
to  attend,  which  was  fome  miles  off,  and  at  which 
he  refided,  fo  that  he  had  no  leifure  to  vifit  the 
poor  of  this  parifh,  who  might  therefore  be  confi- 
dered  as  fheep  having  no  fhepherd  ;  and  indeed  many 
of  them  might  be  compared  to  flicep  in  another  re- 
fpe£l  (though  far  from  being  fo  inoffenfive),  for 
they  acted  like  creatures  without  underftanding;  and 
as  if  their  minifter  was  entirely  accountable  for 
them,  they  took  no  care  of  their  own  fouls,  but  by 
degrees  left  off  going  to  church,  and  from  fabbath- 
breaking  proceeded  to  other  fins,  till  at  laft  they  loft 
all  fenfe  of  religious  duties;  >and  in  this  ftate  Sir  John 
Fenton  found  them.  This  accounts  for  their  great 
ingratitude  to  him  and  his  lady;  for  thofe  who  are 
unmindful  of  their  obligations  to  their  Almighty 
Benefactor,  cannat  be  expected  to  be  grateful  for  the 
benefits  conferred  on  them  by  mankind. 

Sir  John  Fenton  lived  about  fix  years  in  the 
parift),  and  then  died  ;  his  lady  paid  the  debt  of  .na- 
ture two  years  before,  and  the  old  Rector  departed 
this  life  a  week  after  his  patron.  The  living  was 
then  given  to  Mr.  Brown,  who  hearing  of  thefe  un- 
happy differences,  refolved  that  he  would  endeavour 
to  reconcile  them,  but  the  eftate  being  purchafed  by 
Lord  Townly,  he  could  not  eftedt  it  for  a  long 
while  ;  at  laft  this  nobleman  getting  in  debt  was 
obliged  to  fell  the  eftate,  and  it  was  purchafed  by 
Sir  Harry  Jennings,  to  whom  the  good  Rector  him- 
J  felf 
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.  felf  pleaded  the  caufe  of  the  poor  fo  powerfully, 
•  that  he  promifed  to  take  them  into  employment. 
Thomas  was  made  the  meflenger  of  thefe  glad 
tidings,  which  he  carried  with  a  joyful  heart.  He 
told  the  men  that  he  hoped  they  would  be  induf- 
trious,  for  Sir  Harry  would  not  be  impofed  upon  ; , 
"  nor  is  it  right  he  fhould,"  (aid  he,  "  for  make  the 
cafe  your  own,  fuppofs  yourfelf  the  gentleman^  think 
whether  you  {hould  like  to  pay  a  whole  day's  wages 
for  half  a  day's  work.  Let  me  beg  of  you  from  this 
time,  to  do  unto  all  men  as  you  would  have  them  to  do  unto 
you.  Confider  how  you  have  fuftered,  and  made 
your  families  fuffer,  by  not  following  this  rule.  Re- 
member that  God  Almighty  fees  you  at  all  times,  and 
if  you  mifs  the  opportunity  he  now  gives  you  of  liv- 
ing comfortably,  he  may  never  afford  you  another ; 
for  thofe  who  flight  his  mercy  provoke  his  juftice. 
Pray  (faid  the  good  young  man)  go  to  church  of  a 
Sunday,  and  mind  what  my  mafter  fays  in  the  pul- 
pit, I  am  fure  he  will  be  a  father  to  all  his  parifh- 
ioners,  if  they  will  but  hearken  to  his  advice,  which 
will  be  all  for  their  good ;  and  all  the  gentry,  as  well 
as  Sir  Harry,  will  be  your  friends  too,  if  vou  are  not 
your  own*  enemies."  The  hope  of  employment  in- 
duced feveral  men  to  promife  they  would  follow 
Thomas's  advice,  and  they  were  fet  to  work  the 
next  week,  and  others  foon  humbled  themfelves  in 
like  manner,  and  got  work  alfo.  The  good'Redtor 
made  it  a  point  to  give  them  every  affifiance  in  his 
power,  and,  in  a  fhort  time,  the  poor  found  the  bene- 
fit of  his  good  offices,  and  their  own  induflry  and 
refpe£tful  behaviour,  by  enjoying  the  favour  of  their 
betters ;  and  all  confidafed  Thomas  as  one  of  their 
bi-fr,  friends. 

Kitty  and  Rachel  were  equally  beloved  ;  for  Mrs. 
Brown  encouraged  them  to  tell  her  of  sll  cafes  of 
cliflrefs,  that  cauie  within  their  knowledge  in  the 
village,  and  fent  them  with  caudle  anJ  other  re- 
frefhments  to  poor  lying-in  women  and  other  fick 
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people,  by  which  means  they  had  frequent  opportu- 
nities of  feeing  how  many  inconveniences  a  (late  of 
poverty  brings  upon  people,  which  made  them  re- 
folve  to  deliberate  before  marrage,  and  not  to  leave 
a  good  fervice  without  a  probable  chance  of  living 
comfortably  j  they  alfo  found  that  it  was  in  their 
power  to  help  the  poor,  which  they  cheerfully  did,  by 
giving  them  their  old  clothes,  and  Uking  particular 
care  not  to  waOe  provifions  of  any  kind,  but  to  ga- 
ther up  every  fragment,  which  they  diftributed  as 
their  good  miftrefs  directed. . 


CHAP.    XXV. 

THOMAS,  Kitty,  and  Rachel,  continued  to  do 
their  duty  to  their  mafter  and  miftrefs  for  many 
years.  Mifs  Brown  was  married  ;  and  the  young 
gentleman  went  to  the  univerfity.  At  laft,  poor  Mr. 
Brown  was  token  ill,  and  went  into  a  confumption  ; 
I  need  not  fay  this  was  a  great  grief  to  his  family; 
indeed  it- was  fo  to  the  whole  parifh,  for  he  was  an 
excellent  good  man. 

All  his  fervants  made  it  their  conftant  fludy  how 
.to  be  ferviceable  to  him  and  their  miftrefs  ;  and 
\vhen  poor  Mrs.  Brown's  affli&ion  rendered  her  in- 
capable of  paying  the  ufual  attention  to  family  affair?, 
they  took  the  utmoft  care  of  every  thing  they  hid 
charge  of,  the  fame  as  if  the  miftrefs's  eye  was  always 
over  them :  becaufe  they  were  not  eye  fervants,  but 
confidered  themfelves  as  in  the  fight  of  God  Al- 
mighty, and  bound  to  be  true  snd  juft  in  all  their 
dealings. 

Indeed,  at  all  times,  thefe  good  fervants  made  it  a 
point  not  to  wafte  and  deftroy  ;  every  thing  was  kept 
in  its  proper  place,  and  applied  to  the  very  ufe  it  was 
bought  for,  and  no  other.  You  might  go  to  Mr. 
Brown's  a  hundred  and  a  hundred  times,  and  never  fee 
plaits  and  difhes  fet  about  in  a  carelefs  way  for  dogs 
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and  cats  to  break  ;  and  all  their  clutters,  houfe-cloths, 
pudding-cloths,  &c.  were  fairly  worn  our,  and  as 
Toon  as  the  leaft  hole  was  difcovered,  it  was  mended. 

How  much  more  creditable  was  this  to  themfclves, 
than  if  they  had,  like  many  fervants  I  have  feen, 
boiled  puddings  in  the  dufters,  and  wiped  the  floors 
with  the  pudding  cloths,  and  other  untidy  tricks, 
vvhich,  if  a  miftrefs  was  to  fee,  would  fet  her  againft 
ali  the  victuals  theydrefs  for  her. 

Had  you  teen  the  coppers,  pewter,  and  dreflers  in 
the  kicchen,  you  would  have  admired  the  neatnefs 
of  the  cook ;  nay  the  very  bars  of  the  grate  were  as 
bright  as  filver,  at  each  end;  and,  as  for  the  dairy, 
Kitty  kept  it  in  fuch  beautiful  order,  that  no  one 
could  go  into  it  without  wifhing  to  tafte  her  butter 
and  cheefe ;  and  when  fhe  cleaned  a  room,  fhe  did 
not  merely  fcour  the  floors,  but  kept  the  glafies  and 
windows  quite  bright,  and  dufted  every  corner.  This 
neatnefs  was  a  real  credit,  and  gained  the  fervants  who 
pradYifed  it  more  praife  than  any  ever  got  by  dreffi-ng 
out  themfelves  above  their  ftations.  To  ftrive  to 
excel  in  neatnefs  is  a  commendable  pride.  How 
would  Kitty  and  Rachel  have  been  {hocked  at  feeing 
fuch  kitchen*,  dairies,  and  fculleries,  as  are  too  com- 
mon where  fine  maids  are  kept!  But  we  were  de- 
fcribing  the  behaviour  of  Mr.  Brown's  fervants  dur- 
ing his  illnefs. 

Rachel  Smithers,  who  was  an  excellent  cook,  made 
all  the  proper  mefles  for  him  in  the  niceft  manner; 
and  Kitty  did  not  (lay  till  they  were  called  for,  but 
carried  fometimes  a  jelly,  and  fometimes  beef-tea, 
&c.  in  hopes  that  her  matter  might  fancy  them  if 
they  came  without  his  thinking  cf  them  before- 
hand ;  and  fhe  alfo  watched  the  clock,  that  every 
thing  the  doctor  ordered  might  be  given  at  the  proper 
hour.  Thomas  likewife  was  as  punctual  with  the 
afles  milk ;  and  each  of  the  fervants  were  ready 
to  fit  up  of  nights  in  turn  ;  fo  that  there  was  no 
occafion  to  fend  for  a  ftranger  to  nurfc  him ;  and 
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Mrs.  Brown  Was  relieved  from  a  great  deal  of 
fatigue. 

Servants,  when  they  are  tender-hearted  and  thought- 
ful, can  afford  great  comfort  to  their  matters  and  mif- 
treffes  in  times  of  affliction,  and  it  is  a  principal  part 
of  their  duty  to  do  foj  and  yet  how  many  are  there 
who  think  themfelves  at  liberty  to  ramble  about  and 
leave  their  ufual  bufmefs  ?  If,  as  the  fcriptures  fay, 
be  is  Itejfcd  that  provides  for  the  fick  and  needy,  \\  hat 
muft  they  be  who  neglect  them  ?  What  dreadful  un- 
feeling hearts  fervants  muft  have,  who  will  not  take 
pains  ro  pleafe  the  appetite  of  the  fick,  who  neglect 
to  air  their  linen  properly,  and  frequently  throw  away 
a  mefs  of  broth  and  other  thing*,  which  may  be 
wanted,  without  corificering  what  they  are  about. 
Such  people  are  generally  punifhed  even  in  this 
world;  for  they  either  fall  into  families  where  the 
matters  and  mitt-reifes  are  as  unfeeling  as  themfelves, 
or  elfe  by  their  "ingratitude  harden  the  hearts  of  thofe 
who  would  othervvife  {hew  tendernefs  and  compaffion 
towards  them  ;  or,  if  they  efcape  here,  how  will  they 
anfwer  for  fuch  conduct  at  the  laft  day  ? 

Notwithftanding  all  the  care  that  was  taken  of 
poor  Mr.  Brown,  he  died  after  a  very  tedious  illnefsi 
and,  before  he  expired,  being  perfectly  fenfible,  he 
called  his  fervants  to  his  bed-lide,  and  gave  them  his 
blefiing,  at  the.  fame  time  thanking  them  for  their 
good  behaviour,  and  advifing  them  to  continue, 
through  the  whole  courfe  of  their  lives,  to  con- 
duct themftlves  as  they  had  done  in  his  fervice, 
and  then  they  might  expect  a  happy  death,  for 
God  would  furely  reward  them  with  eternal  hap- 
pinefs. 

The  grief  of  thefe  ferv.ints  was  very  great  for  the 
lofs  of  fo  excellent  a  matter ;  but  they  did  not  give 
way  to  their  forrow  fo  as  to  difable  themfelves  from 
doing  their  bufincfs  ;  they  confide., d  that  their  poor 
miftrefb's  lofs  was  (till  greater  than  their?  j  and  turned 
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their  attention  to  her ;  which  was  the  more  neceflary, 
as  neither  of  her  children  were  with  her  ;  for  Mifs 
Brown,  who  was  married,  as  I  faid,  about  three  years 
before,  having  a  little  family,  was  at  home  at  this 
time,  not  thinking  her  dear  father  fo  near  his  end: 
and  the  yoang  gentleman  happened  to  be  at  the  uni- 
verfity  ;  however,  they  both  came  fhortly  after  ;  and 
then  Mr.  Brown's  will  was  opened,  in  which  w?.s  the 
following  article— 

u  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  trufty  fervant?, 
Thomas  Simpkins,  Rachel  Srnithers,  and  Cathe- 
rine Sparks,  five  pounds  each  for  mourning.  I  alfo 
give  and  bequeath  to  the  faid  Thomas  Simpkins, 
Rachel  Sir.ithers,  and  Catherine  Sparks,  twenty- 
fire  pounds  each,  as  a  recompence  for  their  fidelity 
and  frugality,  by  which  I  am  fenfible  they  have, 
in  the  couife  -of  their  fervice,  faved  me  a  great 
deal  of  money.  Were  my  fortune  larger,  my  do- 
nation would  be  fo  alfo  ;  but  this  little  will  exprefs 
my  affection  for  them,  and,  wuh  the  blefling  of 
God,  will  put  them  forward  in  the  world,  or  comfort 
them  in  ficknefs  or  old  agej  and  it  is  accompanied 
with  my  hearty  prayers  for  their  preient  and  eternal 
happinefs !" 

The  manner  in  which  this  legacy  was  given, 
doubled  the  value  of  it  to  each  of  the  fervants  ;  and, 
in  the  midft  of  forrow,  their  hearts  rejoiced  at  the 
kind  teftimony  their  dear  matter  had  borne  to  their 
gocd  behaviour,  and  they  returned  thanks  to  God 
for  having  given  them  grace  to  do  their  duty,  be- 
feeching  him  fo  continue  it  to  them  for  the  time  to 
come. 

A  new  Re&or  was  foon  appointed  ;  and  Mrs. 
Brown  having  no  longer  a  right  to  continue  at  the 
parfonage-houfe,  it  was  refolved  that  flie  fhould  go 
and  live  with  her  daughter,  as  fne  would  have  been 
very  lonely  by  herfelf.  She  propofed  to  take  Kitty 
with  her  as  her-  own  maid  :  and  it  happened  that 
Mrs.  Bcnnet  (which  was  now  Mifs  Fanny's  name) 
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wanted  a  cook  ;  therefore  (he  gladly  hired  Rachel 
Smitners;  but  Mrs.  Brown  had  no  ufe  for  Thomas; 
and  though  fhe  had  a  genteel  income,  meant  to  live 
frugally,  in  order  to  fave  what  (he  could  for  her  chil- 
dren. 

Thomas  was  at  a  great  lofs  what  to  do  with  him- 
felf ;  for  the  new  Rc&or  was  provided  with  a  foot- 
man, and  moft  of  the  gentry  in  the  neighbourhood 
had  fuch  diffolute  fervants,  who  thought  of  nothing 
but  frolicking  anJ  drefs,  that  Thomas  had  no  heart 
to  hire  himfclr  among  them.  For  perhaps,  thought 
he,  I  may  be  drawn  away  by  their  example ;  and  I 
had  rather  fuffer  any  thing  than  forfake  God.  Neither 
did  he  like  to  go  to  London  in  fearch  of  a  fervice ; 
for  he  declared  to  his  friends,  that  he  would  not  truft 
himfelf  in  fuch  a  wicked  place,  if  he  was  fure  that 
the  ftree;s  were  paved  with  gold.  "  What  pleafure," 
f«id  he,  "  can  there  be  in  wearing  a  ruffled  (hirr,  filk 
ftockings,  a  fine  laced  livery,  and  being  a  powdered 
beau,  it  J  muft  be  obliged  to  lounge  away  hours  of 
precious  time,  keep  company  with  gamefters,  break 
the  fabbath,  hear  profane  lewd  converfation,  or  elfe  be 
laughed  at  for  a  foolifh  fellow  j  as  1  have  before  now 
been  at  Lord  Townly's? 

**  No,  give  me  a  plain  coat,  worfted  ftockings,  and 
other  decent  apparel,  with  a  good  confluence,  and 
time  to  ferve  my  Maker,  and  my  fellow  creatures ; 
and  let  who  will  become  fine  gentlemen !"  He  there- 
fore rtfolved  to  return  to  his  mother's  cottage,  and 
for  the  prefent  go  out  to  work  as  a  day-labourer,  as 
he  had  formerly  d<  ne. 

Thomas  wa;  ready  to  break  his  heart  when  he 
took  leave  of  his  miirefs;  and  the  parting  between 
him  and  his  fellow  fervants  was  v^ry  afrecting,  for 
they  were  like  brother  and  fitters :  however,  they 
hoped  to  meet  again  now  and  then,  as  Mrs.  Brown 
gave  Thomas  le<ive  to  come  when  it  fuited  him,  to 
fcs  his  old  companions. 

The 
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The  two  matJs,  by  the  advice  of  their  miftrefc,  put 
thdr  legacies  out  at  inteieft;  and  I  homas  did  the 
fame,  till  he  could  find  (ome  vray  of  employing  it  to 
advantage.  Not  one  of  the  three  were  at  ail  proud 
of  being  worth  money.  And  Thomas  with  great 
cheerfulness  offered  to  work  fora  farmer;  for  though 
he  had  been  a  footman,  he  was  not  above  driving  a 
cart  or  a  plough;  nay,  he  thought  hufbamiry  an 
honourable  employment  :  for,  as  the  fcripiure  fay?, 
"  The  king  hinijelf  is  fervfd  by  the  field."  And,  "  no 
ene  Jl:ou!d  hate  .aborious  uiork^  neither  hnjbandryy  which 
tht  Mojl  H  gh  hath  crdaiued." 

Among  the  books  which  his  dear  mafler  had  given 
him,  was  one  called  the  Hufbandman's  Manual*, 
which  he  had  often  read  with  great  pleafure,  and  now 
found  very  ufeful  and  comfortable.  , 

When  Thomas  had  worked  at  this  place  for  fome 
time,  he  heard  of  a  little  farm  which  was  to  be  let, 
in  a  village  not  many  miles  diftant :  this  he  greatly 
wiihcd  to  have,  as  he  had.  thoughts  of  marrying 
Kitty,  his  late  fellow-fervant,  whofe  company  he  had 
been  fo  Lng  ufed  to,  that  he  could  not  be  happy 
without  it,  and  they  were  both  defirous  of  employ- 
ing their  money  in  the  farming  bufmefs  ;  rather  than 
to  keep  a  public  houfe,  which  is  the  general  refource 
of  gentlemen's  fervants,  where  they  facrifice  all  their 
eafe  and  comfort,  and  run  into  the  temptation  of  root- 
ing out  from  their  minds  every  good  and  religious 
principle. 

Squire  Harvey,  to  whom  the  farm  belonged,  was  a 
very  generous  man,  and,  hearing  an  excellent  cha- 
raiter  of  Thomas  Simpkins,  refolved  to  admit  him  as 
his  tenant,  and  alfo  to  advance  a  fum  of  money  to 
affift  him.  He  and  Kitty  were  accordingly  married, 
and  immediately  took  pofleflion  of  the  farm.  But 

*   Published  by  Mr.  Rhington,  for  tht  Society  for  Promoting 
Chriftian  Knowledge. 

befor  i 


before  I  proceed  to  acquaint  my  readers  how  this 
worthy  couple  conducted  themfelves  in  their  new 
ftation,  let  me  entreat  them  to  confider,  whether  it 
v/ould  not  be  much  better  for  fervants  in  general  to 
a£l  upon  fuch  principles  as  Thomas  Simpkins,  Ra- 
chel Smithers,  and  Kitty  Sparks  did,  than  to  be  like 
Lord  Townl/s  fervants,  and  too  many  ethers,  indif- 
ferent to  the  interefts  of  their  matters  and  miftreffes, 
and  forgetful  of  the  account  they  muft  give  of  their 
actions  at  the  great  day  of  judgment  ?  Let  me  perfuade 
all  thofe  whofe  lot  it  is  to  be  fervants,  to  follow  fuch 
good  examples  as  are  here  exhibited ;  and  make  the 
fcriptures  the  rule  of  their  actions,  and  they  will  cer- 
tainly obtain  pi-ace  of  confcience,  and  a  well-grounded 
hope  of  everlafting  happinefs ;  which  will  make  them 
rich  amends  for  any  difappointments  they  may  chance 
to  meet  with  in  this  world.  Honefty  and  fidelity  are 
the  moft  likely  means  to  obtain  preferment,  and  gra- 
tuities from  their  matters  on  earth  ;  but  fhould  thefe 
fail  to  beftow  them,  the  truly  Chriflian  fervant,  who 
has  adled  upon  religious  principles,  may  reft  affured, 
that  he  fhall  net  lofe  his  reward  in  heaven ;  for  when 
the  laft  trumpet  fhall  .nwaken  the  dead  to  life,  he  will 
hear  his  heavenly  Matter  pronounce  the  comfortable 
words "  WELL  DONE,  THOU  GOOD  AND 

FAITHFUL  SERVANT  :  THOU  KAST  BEEN  FAITH- 
FUL OVER  A  FEW  THINGS,  I  WILL  MAKE  THEE 
RULER  OVER  MANY  THINGS:  ENTER  THOU  INTO 
-THE  JOY  OF  THY  LORD." 
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To  MRS.    DEN  WARD. 

Tvl  A  D  A  M, 

IN  coflfequence  of  a  hint,  with 
\vhich  I  was  favoured  by  the .  Monthly  Re- 
viewers, I  had  refolved  to  write  a  Ihort  tra<5b 
for  the  poor,  that  might  anfwer  the  purpofe  of 
my  Fabulous  Hi/lories ;  but  remained  undeter- 
mined in  refpect  to  the  mode  of  executing  this 
defign,  till  you  fuggefted  to  me  the  idea  of  en- 
larging the  hiftory  of  The  Two  Farmers,  intro- 
duced in  that  work ;  and  afterwards  directed 
me  to  Dr.  Primates  Differtation  on  the  Duty  of 
Mercy ,  and  Sin  of  Cruelty  to  Brute  Animals* 
which  I  had  never  before  feen. 

In  compofmg  this  fimple  tale,  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  comply  with  the  wifhes   of  all 
my   kind  advifersj    and  am  pleafed  with  the 
opportunity   of  communicating   to  the  lower 
,  orders  of  people  many  of  the  good  doctor's 
fentiments;    which,    though   intermixed  with 
inferior    materials,    and  put   into   an    humble 
drefsj    may    prove    an    acceptable   acquifition 
to    thofe   who ,  are    not  able  to  purchafe  his 
A  2  Difler- 
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Diflcrtation  ;  but  I  cannot  confciemioufly  ap- 
propriate their  thanks  to  myfelf:  pardon  me, 
therefore,  Madam,  for  the  liberty  I  take,  in 
pointing  out  the  perfon  to  whom  they  are 
originally  indebted  for  the  moft  valuable  part 
of  the  prefcnt  performance. — Happy  (hall  I 
be  if  it  meets  with  your  approbation]  and  is 
found  to  anfvver  your  benevolent  intention  in 
propofing  it. 

I  beg  your  acceptance  of  my  beft  acknow- 
ledgments of  the  honour  conferred  on  my- 
felf, and  that  you  will  believe  me  to  be,  with 
fmcere  efteem, 

MADAM, 
Your  obliged  and  obedient  fervant, 

SARAH   TRIMMER. 

BRENTFORD, 
OCTOBER  19,  1786. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

AN  ardent  defire  of  being  ufeful  to  a  very  impor- 
tant part  of  the  rifing  generation,  has  induced  the 
author  of  the  Servant's  Friend  to  exhibit  the  virtues  of 
Mr.  and ''Mrs.  Simpkins  in  another  point  of  view,  in. 
hopes  that  their  hiltory  will  prove  an  agreeable  ve- 
hicle for  conveying  to  Sunday  fcholars,  under  the  idea 
of  amufement  for  their  leifure  hours,  fome  leflbns, 
which,  if  imprinted  oa  their  minds,  may  be  bene- 
ficial to  them  in  the  future  part  of  their  lives;  when 
a  prudent  frugality  in  a  ftate  of  fervice,  or  the  gra- 
tuitous reward  of  their  diligence  and  fidelity,  (lull 
have  enabled  them  to  marry  and  fettle  in  the  worlrl. 

Jt  may  be  faid,  that^it  is  to  no  purpofe  to  turn  t';e 
thoughts  of  the  lower  ranks  of  people  towards  the 
farming  bufinefs,  w\\enfma/l  farms  are  fcarcely  to  be 
met  with.  The  truth  of  this  obfervation  is  acknow- 
ledged and  lamented  :  but  let  it  be  remembered,  that 
thole  for  whom  this  little  worlc  is  chiefly  defigned  are 
not  yet  in  want  of  fuch  a  kind  of  fettlement;  and 
who  can  tell  what  the  good  providence  of  GOD  may 
bring  about  for  his  fervants  in  the  courfe  of  a  few 
years  ? 

Jfi  as  there  is  caufe  to  believe,  a  want  of  principle 
in  th.c_.pqor  has  averted  the  bleffing  of  Heaven,  and 
.obftrudcd  the  charity  of  their  fuperiors,  contrary  ef- 
fects may  be  expected  from  their  reformation  ;  and  it 
can   hardly  be  doubted,   that  if  they  improve  aright 
the  advanlage.of  idigicus  injhufliont  which  is  now  be- 
A  3  Itowed 
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tiowed  upon  them,  a  variety  of  means  will  be  con- 
trived for  perpetuating  and  increafing  their  comforts 
in  every  ftage  of  life.  The  readers  of  the  following 
pages  are  therefore  earneftly  entreated  to  perufe  them 
with  attention  ;  and  to  obferve  the  moral  and  religious 
injlrufiions  they  contain,,  more  than  the  incidents  of 
theftory.  A  great  part  of  thcfe  inftrucYions  arc  ex- 
tracted from  the  valuable  work  of  a  learned  and  pious 
author  :  the  reft  are  the  dictates  of  a  heart  warmly  in- 
terefted  in  the.  happiads  of  _Uie .ppor.  Nor  are  the 
leflbns  here  prefented  confined  to  the  pradlice  of  the 
Farmerff\&  kujbandman-,  they  are  applicable,  in  fome 
degree,  to  every  flation  of  life  ;  for  THE  RELIGIOUS 

OBSERVANCE  OF  THE  SABBATH-DAY,  and  THE 
EXERCISE  OF  BENEVOLENCE  TOWARDS  MAN  AND 

BEAST,  are  general  duties;  and  whoever  performs 
them  in  the  greateft  extent  will  be  the  higheft  in  the 
efteem  of  his  fellow-creatures ;  and  in,  what  is  in- 
finitely more  valuable,  the  favour  of  GOD. 


THE 
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CHAP.     I. 

IN  order  to  gratify  thofe  readers  who  wer^Jleafed 
with  the  former  part  of  the  hiftory  of  Thomas  Simp- 
kins,  I  (hall  now  give  an  account  of  his  behaviour 
after  he  became  a  farmer. 

By  means  of  the  money  which  had  been  left  him 
by  his -good  inafter,  'Mr.  Brown,  and  the  fum  .ad- 
vanced by  fquire  Harvey,  he  found  himfeif  in  poflef- 
ilon  of  a  convenient  houfe,  furrounded  with  fields  of 
rich  arable  land  ;  together  with  fufficient  pafture  for 
the  live-flock  he  had  purchafed,  which  confifted  of 
four  horfes,  two  cows,  a  fcore  of  ftieep,  fix  hogs,  a 
jack-afs,  and  a  variety  of  poultry.  It  has  already  been 
mentioned  that  Thomas  (whom,  for  the  future,  we 
fhallcall  farmer  Simpkins)  married  the  worthy  young 
woman  who  had  been  his  fellow-fervant :  he  alto 
took,  his  good  mother  to  live  with  him,  that  he  might 
fuccour  and  comfort  her  when  fhe  fhould,  through 
age  and  infirmity,  be  incapable  of  getting  her  own 
livelihood. 

Inltead   of  being    fubjedl   to   the    commands   of 
others,   Mr.    SimpkJns   now   found  it   neceffary    to 
hire  two  men  and  two  boys,  as  fervants  for  him- 
feif,   (who   lived   in    the   houfe,    and   had  conftant 
A  4  employment:) 
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employment:)  lie  had  befides  feveral  occafional  la- 
bourers.  One  of  his  men  was  named  Richard  Bruce, 
the  other  Roger  Hicks.  Richard  Bruce  was  an  ex- 
perienced trufty  fervant,  who  feemed  to  have  been 
allotted  to  Mr.  Simpkins  as  a  reward  for  his  fide- 
lity to  his  own  matter;  for,  like  himfelf,  he  aaed 
upon  the  principle  of  doing  as  he  would  be  done 
by;  and -'the  farmer  would  have  been  often  at  a 
fad  lofs  without  fuch  an  advifer;  though  he  had  got 
forne  knowledge  of  bufmefs  by  working  at  hufban- 
dry,  when  out  of  place,  and  reading  books  on  the 
fubje&  at  Mr.  Brown's.  Richard  Bruce  was  in- 
duced to  hire  himfelf  to  Mr.  Simpkins  from  having 
heard  a  great  deal  in  his  praife ;  for  though  he  was 
a  ne^folubitant,  his  character  was  known  in  the 
villag^^  Indeed,  it  generally  happens  fo,  that  a 
man's  good  or  ill  name  flies  before  him,  or  at  leaft 
treads  upon  his  heels ;  therefore  it  is  a  very  foolifh 
notion  which,  fome  people  take  up,  that  they  may 
behave  ill  in  one  place,  and  yet  be  refpe&ed  in 
another. 

Roger  Hicks  was  a  fober,  inofTenfive  fellow,  who 
had  a  great  deal  of  ftrength,  and  was  willing  to  turn 
his  hand  to  any  thing.  Tom  Lang,  the  eldeft  of  the 
hoys,  was  a  good-natured  lively  lad,  a  little  inclined 
to  mifchievous  fports.  His  compjmion,  Joe  Martin, 
was.  rather  ill-humoured  and  lazy;  for  he  had  been 
badly  brought  up  by  his  parents,  and  afterwards  lived 
with  a  neighbouring  farmer,  (whom  we  fhall  have  far- 
ther occafion  to  mention)  who  took  no  care  of  his 
domeftics. 

According  to  his  ufual  cullom,  the  good  farmer, 
when  he  entered  on  his  new  ftation  of  life,  fearched 
the  fcriptures  for  directions  how  to  a6l  as  a  far- 
mer and  matter  of  a  family ;  and  collected  from 
thence  the  following  texts,  which,  with  the  fourth 
commandment  at  the  head  of  them,  he  tranfcribed 

into 


[     9     J 

into  a  little  memorandum-book,  intending  to  carry  it 
aK«nys  about  him,  that  he  might  read  it  occafionally 
as  lie  walked  in  the  fields,  to  remind  him  of  his 
duty. 

Tkcujhah  not  defraud  the  labourer --of  his  hire. 

Thouftalt  not  flcep  -with  the  wages  of  an  hireling. 

Remember  thai  thou  wajl  thy f elf  a  Jervant. 

Provide  for  thine  houfehold. 

Thou  Jhalt  not  have  in  thy  bag  divers  weights,  a  great 

and  a  f ma II. 
Thou  Jk alt  not  have  in  thine  houfe  divers  meafures,  a 

great  and  a  [mall. 
But  thoujhalt  have  a  pcrfefl  and  jiifl  weight ;  a  perfefl 

and  juft  meafurejhalt  thou  have  ;  that  thy  day? may  be 

lengthened  in  the  land  which  the  Lord  thy  God  giveth 

thce. 
That  which  goeth  out  of  thy  mouth  thoujhalt  keep  and 

perform. 

Recompence  no  man  evil  for  evil, 
ds  much  as  in  you  lieth,  live  peaceably  with  all  men. 
'Thoujhalt  not  go  up  and  down  as  a  tale-bearer. 
Thoujhalt  not  hate  thy  brother  in  thine  heart. 
Thoujhalt  not  harden  thine  heart,  nor  Jhut  thine  hand 

from  thy  pqor  brother. 
Rejoice  net  when  thine  enemy  falleth\  and  let  not  thine 

heart  be  glad  when  hejlumbleth. 
If  ye  forgive  not  men  their  trr/paj/i's,  neither  will  your 

heavenly  Father  forgive  your  trefpajfcs. 
Do  good  to  them  that  hate  you. 
Love  one  another. 
Honour  all men  ;  love  the  brotherhood ';  fear  God;  honour 

the  king. 

Be  not  defirous  of  vain  glory. 
If  jinners  entice  thee,  confent  thou  not. 
Strong  drink  is  a  mocker. 

Better  is  a  dinner  of  herbs  where  love  is,  than  a  failed 
.  ox  and  hatred  therewith. 

A  5  A  righteous 


A  righteous  man  regardcth  the  life  of  his  beaft. 
Thouflah  net  muzzle  the  ox  that  treadcth  out  the  corn. 
cThouftialt  not  plough  with  an  ox  and  an  afs  together. 
ThouJJialt  not  fee.  thy  brother's  ox  or  hisjhccp  go  aftray, 

and  hide  thyfclf  from  them  :  thou  Jhalt,  in  any  cafe, 

bring  them  again  unto  thy  brother  : 
And  if  thy  brother  be  not  nigh  unto  thec,  or  if  thou  know 

him  not,  then  thoujhalt  bring  it  into  thine  own  houfe, 

and  itftjallbc  with  thec  until  thy  b- other  feek  after  it, 

and  thoujhalt  rcftore  it  to  him  again. 
In  like  manner  Jhalt  thou  do  with  all  loft  things  that  arc 

thy  brother's. 
If  thoufeeft  thine  enemy's  ox  or  his  afs  going  aftray,  thou 

/halt  fut  ely  bring  it  back  to  him  again. 
If  thoutjk  the  afs  of  him  that  hateth  thee  lying  under  hit 

burden,  and  wculdeft  forbear  to  help  him,  thou  Jhalt 

fur  ely  help  with  him. 
If  hen  ye  reap  the  harvcft  of  your  land,   thouj})alt  not 

wholly  reap  the  corners  of  the  field;  neither  Jhalt  thou 

gather  the  gleanings  of  thine  hatveft  :   thoujhalt  leave 

them  for  the  poor  and  the  ftranger. 
In  all  thy  gifts  Jhew  a  cheerful  countenance,  and  dedicate 

thy  iythesi  with  gladnefs. 
— >  The  hand  of  the  diligent  makcth  tick. 

Be  thou  diligent  to  know  the  ft  ate  of  thyftocks,  and  look 

well  to  thy  herds. 
Be  careful  for  nothing  ;  but  in  every  thing  by  prayer  and 

fupplicaticn,   ivith  thankfgiving,    make  your  requefts 

known  unto  God. 
Take  no  [anxious]  thought  for  your  life,  what  ye  Jhall  eat, 

or  what  ye  Jhall  drink,    or  wherewithal  ye  Jhall  be 

clothed;  for  your  heavenly  father  knowcth  that  ye  have 

need  of  all  thefe  things:  but  feck  ye  fir  ft  the  ^kingdom 

of  God  and  his  righteoufnefs,  and  all  thcfe  things  Jhall 

be  added  unto  you. 
'They  that  feek  the  Lord  Jhall  want  no  manner  of  thing 

that  is  good. 

Mr. 


Mr.  Simpkins's  fervants  came  to  their  places  on 
Saturday  evening  :  it  was  his  particular  fancy  they 
(hould  do  fo,  that  he  might  take  them  to  church,  and 
return  thanVs  to  God  for  making  him  an  hou/chold,  he- 
fore  he  fet  them  to  uork.  On  the  Sunday  evening, 
after  reading  the  foregoing  portions  of  fcripture,  and 
fome  others  which  pointed  out  the  duties  of  mafters 
and  fervants,  and  feveral  of  David's  pfalms,  he,  his 
wife,  and  mother,  joined  together  in  tinging  the  fol- 
lowing hymn. 

The  Hufbandman's  Prayer.* 

Thou  GREAT  CREATOR  of  this  earth 
I'Vho  gave  to  ev^ry  feed  its  birth  ; 
By  whom  our  fields  withjhow'rs  are  blcjl ; 
Regard  the  hujbandmati  s  requfjl.  ' 

Fm  going  now  to  till  my  groi.nl, 
And  [cotter  there  my  feed  aroi.nd ; 
Which  I  no  more  exptfl  to  fee, 
Unlefs  thy  blcjjing  fow  with  me. 

In  vain  our  feed  around  we  throw  \ 
In  win  we  harrow  where  we  fow  ; 
Except  then  dojl  our  labours  blefs,    # 
And  give  the  grain  a  due  increafe  : 

Mot-one,  of  all  my  barnfupplies^ 
IVill  ever  from  the  ridges  rife> 
Unlefs  thy  blejjing  dq_ex  pervade 
The  buried  corn,  andjhoot  the  blade* 

Let  then  thy  bleffing,  LORD,  attend 
On  all  the  labours  of  my  hand ; 
"That  I  with  joy  may  reap  and  mow 
A  rich  return  for  what  I  fow.        .    - 

*  From  the  Hufbandman's  Manual. 

,   .  v  A  6  Open 


[      12       ] 

Open  the  window  of  the  Jky, 
AndJbow'T  down  plenty  from  on  high  : 
With  fat  of  earth  the  feed  fujlain, 
Andraife  a  [pear  from  every.gr am. 

Let  not  our  fins  thy  vengeance  move 
To  turn  our  heaven  to  brafs  *  above ; 
Or  harden  into  iron  our  earth, 
And  cVr  our  fields  to  jpread  a  dcmth. 

But  pour  infeafcn,  on  the  grain, 
The  former  and  the  latter  ram  ; 
And  hi  proportion  due  fupply 
The  needful  change  of  wet  and  dry. 

Forbid  the  vermin  to  devour  ; 

For  hid  the  mildew's  blafllngfhow'>r  \ 

Forbid  the  tempcfl  to  deflroy 

My  growing  crops  and p<  omis'djoy. 

Crown  with  thy  goodncfs,  LORD,  the  year, 
And  let  thy  blejjings  round  appear ; 
Let  vales  be  clothed  with  grafs  and  corn, 
And  hills  let  various  flocks  adorn. 

Give  to  the  fans  of  men  their  bread  ; 
Let  beajls  with  fattening  grafs  be  fed;' 
All  things  in  plenty,  LORD,  provide, 
That  all  our  wants  may  be  f applied. 

Give  us  a  plenty,  LORD,  we  pray, 
From  fields  of  corn,  from  meads  of  hay  ; 
Of  fruits  from  orchards  grafted  flocks  ; 
Of  milk  from  all  the  milky  flocks. 

Thou,  LORD,  vouchfafe  to  blefs  our  land, 
And  evry  work  we  take  in  hand ; 
That  fo,  with  lifted  hands,  we  may 
Return  thee  praifes  night  and  day. 

*  Alluding  to  Leviticus  xxvi.  27. 

After 
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After  this  hymn  was  ended,  Mr.  Sirofkins  defired 
his  family  to  kneel  down  while  he  read  prayers  :  and 
before  he  retired  to  reft  he  told  them  that  he  fhould 
make  this  a  conftant  practice  every  evening,  and 
would  gladly  hegin  each  day  in  the  fame  manner  ; 
but  that  could  not  be  managed,  excepting  on  Sun- 
days, becaufe  bufmefs  required  very  early  attendancs 
in  the  fields;  but  he  recommended  to  each  of  his 
fervants  to  pray  in  private. 


CHAP.    II. 

IT  was  neceffary,  in  Mr.  Simpkjns's  Situation, 
that  when  the  bufmefs  of  the  day  was  over,  his  fer- 
vants {hould  be  companions  to  him,  his. wife,  and 
mother,  and  therefore,  excepting  on  Sundays,  they 
lived  in  the  kitchen,  becaufe  two  fires  would  have  been 
expenfjve  ;  and  it  would  have  looked  afFe<fted  in  them, 
who  had  lately  been  in  a  low  ftation,  to  have  lived 
always  in  the  parlour.  They  wifhed  to  keep  up  a 
proper  diftance  between  themfelves  and  their  clomef- 
tics ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  to  lay  no  farther  reftraint 
on  the  men  and  boys  than  was  requifite  for  this  pur- 
pofe,  as  they  had  a  reafonable  claim  to  cheerfulnefs 
and  merriment  when  the  labour  of  the  day  v\as 
over. 

Mr.  Simpkins  entered  on  his  farm  at  Michaelmas ; 
and  by  the  time  he  was  fettled,  the  evenings  began  to 
be  long ;  he  therefore  brought  forth  his  b:  oks,  in 
order  to  teach  the  boys  to  read.  Tom  Lang  had  been 
taught  a  little;  but  Joe  Martin  did  rTot  know  his 
letters,  nor  was  he  much  inclined  to  learn.  When 
they  had  done  reading,  the  farmer,  or  Richard  Bruce, 

ufualJv 
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ufually  afked  them  queftions  concerning  tiufbamlry 
work  ;  fuch  as,  which  was  the  heft  method  of  reap- 
ing  corn  ?  tving   up  the   {heaves  ?  building  up  the 
/hocks  ?  making  ricks  ?  &c.  which  had  a  tendency 
to  improve  them  in  their  calling.     After  this|  one  or 
other  told  a  diverting  ftory,  or  Tung  a  fong.     Mrs. 
Simpkins  had  a  very  good  voice  ;  and  though  fhe  did 
not  approve  Sufan  Clarke's  collection  of  ballads,  ihe 
knew  a  few  that  rro  young  woman  need  be  afhamed 
to  flng  before  any  body  ;  but,  when  a  fervant,  (he 
contented  herfelf  with  thefe  few,  becaufe  learning  a 
variety  (lie  thought  would  be  apt  to  put  bufinefs  out 
of  her  head.     Old  Mrs.  Simpkins  often  contributed 
to  their  amufement,  by  fmging  the  ditties  which  ufed 
to  beguile  the  time  while  flie  fat  at  her  fpinnin^- 
wheel,  and  fweetened  her  harder  labours.     Her  molt 
favourite  ones  were,  the  Berkfhirc  Lady,  Fair  Rofa- 
njond,  The  .Lamentations  of  Jane  Shore,  and  Chevy 
Chace.     No  fong  was  ever  fung  by  the  fire-fide  that 
had  the.lea'J  immoralitv  in  it,  or  that  ridiculed  any 
thing  thjat  was  religious:  neither  did  any  one  relate 
nonlenfical  itories  about  ghofts  and  apparitions,  be-- 
caufe   Mr.  and  Mrs.  Simpkins  had  learnt,    at   Mr. 
Brown';,  that  it  was  foolifh  to  believe  in  them;   be- 
ijdes,  fuel-.  Oories  can  anfvver  no  purpofe  but  to  make 
timorous  p  ople  more  fearful. 

On  Sunday  evenings  Mr.  Simpkins  fele&ed  fome 
portion  of  fcripture  fuited  to  the  inftru&ion  which 
his  family  at  that  time  flood  in  particular  need  of, 
which  he  explained  to  them  according  'ro  the  know- 
ledge he  had  acquired  at  Mr.  Brown's,  or  from  books, 
which  he  had  careful'y  read.  As  his  remarks  may  be 
ufeful  to, others  in  t.;ie  fame  rank  of  life,  I  will  repeat 
fome  of  thus;.  ':  edification  of  my, readers.  I 

fhall  begin  with  his  obfervatiot»on  the  firft  chapter  of 
Genefis,  which  he  read  with  a  view  of  exciting  fen- 
timents  of  tendernefs  and  jutlice. towards  his  cattle. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Simpkins  defired  his  men  and  boys  to  take 
notice,  that  this  chapter  told  them,  GOD  created  ail 
other  living  creatures,  as  well  as  man,  and  gave  them 
life,  and  blefled  them.  That  man,  as  well  as  the 
lower  creatures,  was  made  out  of  the  dujl  of  the  earth; 
l<  So  that,  in  refpe«Sl  to  our  bodies"  faid  he,  "  we 
are  no  better  than  the  meaneft  \vorm  that  crawleth 
upon  the  ground;  and  it  is  only  by  divine  appoint- 
ment that  man  has  dominion  over  the  reft  of  the 
creation  ;  for,  as  our  Maker,  God  could,  if  it  had 
been  his  good  pleafure,  have  given  dominion  to  the 
horfe  or  the  ox,  or  any  other  creature,  and  have  left 
man  like  the  baboon,  to  herd  with  brutes.  Therefore," 
added  the  farmer,  "  we  fliould  not  he  tyrannical,  as 
we  too  often  are,  over  poor  dumb  bealls,  who  are 
pl.iced  in  their  different  ranks  by  GOD  ALMIGHTY'S 
will,  and  not  their  own  choice. 

•*  To  be  fure,"  continued  he,  "  man  has  the  pre- 
ference to  a  brute  in  refpedt  to  reafon  ;  but  this,  as 
well  as  dominion,  is  the  gift  of  GOD,  who  can  take  it 
away,  and  vet  let  the  human  form  remain  the  fame, 
as  is  the  cafe  with  natural  fools :  and  when  we  have 
reafon,  and  do  not  a&  according  to  it,  we  become 
brutes;  nay,  worfe  than  brutes,"  in  human  fhape. 
And  though  GOD  ALMIGHTY,  in  his  infinite  wif- 
dom,  gives  men  hopes  of  immortal  life  after  death, 
this  is  his  free  gift  a!fo  ;  for  it  is  not  natural  for  men 
to  rife  from  the  dead ;  and  we  can  no  more  raife 
ourfelves  than  the  brutes  can  ;  nay,  if  we  lead  wicked 
lives,  we  fliall  bring  our(elves  into  a  worfe  condition 
than  that  of  the  meaneft  reptile.  Therefore,  my 
lads,"  faid  the  farmer,  '*  do  not  fet  yourfelves  up 
above  dumb  creatures,  as  if  men  alone  were  the 
workmanfhip  of  GOD;  but  pray  ufc  th^n  kindly. 
Confider,  they  have  flejh  and  blood  and  bones,  made 
out  of  the  dujl  of  the  earth,  as  well  as  we ;  and  there 
is  no  doubt  but  they  can  feel  pain.  For  my  own 

N  part," 
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part,"  continued  the  good  fanner,  "  I  mean  no 
offence  to  any  of  you  ;  but  I  look  upon  my  horfej, 
my  oxen  and  fliecp,  nay,  on  the  dogs  and  cats,  as 
my  fcrvants ;  and,  as  fuch,  (hall  give  them  their  due, 
and  protect  them  if  I  fee  them  ill  treated.  Poor  dumb 
creatures  !  they  cannot  complain  to  their  mailer,  as 
you  men  and  boys  can  do;  and  therefore  may  fufTer 
a  deal  of  mifery  out  of  my  fight,  that  1  can  never 
hear  of;  but,  depend  upon  it,  I  rtiall  be  very  angy  if 
1  know  of  any  barbarities  pradtifed  on  them  ;  fo  take 
care  what  you  do,  my  boys. 

"  I  defire,"  added  he,  "  that  you  will  not  fail  to 
feed  the  horfes  properly,  and  give  them  water.  Con- 
fider  how  hard  poor  hearts  work,  and  that  thev  muft 
want  refrefhmeot.  You,  who  don't  toil  half  fo 
much  as  they  do,  would  think  it  a  very  fad  thing  if 
I  was  to  deny  you  bread  and  cheefe  and  beer,  and  fend 
you  fading  to  bed  ;  or  were  I  to  give  you  vitfuals 
without  drink,  or  drink  without  vi  finals,  it  would  be 
very  uncomfortable  to  you  :  and  fo  it  muft  certainly 
be  to  the  poor  hearts ;  for  it  is  very  plain  that  they 
feel  both  hunger  and  thlrjl. 

"  I  beg,"  laid  he,  "  that  you  will  always  take  the 
harnefs  off  the  horfes  as  foon  as  they  have  done  work  ; 
rub  them  down,  and  give  them  fome  goo-1  litter. — 
You  know  how  refreihing  it  is  to  yourfelvcs  to  be 
clean  ;  and  'tis  my  belief  that  horfes  mind  clcanlinefs 
more  than  many  men  and  boys  do:  but  I  fuppofe 
you  had  all  rather  lie  in  a  bed  than  on  the  haul 
ground  ;  and  fo  had  the  horfes,  there  is  no  doubt. 
Think  of  your  own  feelings  then,  my  good  boys, 
and  pity  theirs.  I  lliall  take  care  to  provide  oats  and 
hay  for  the  hoi  fes  and  other  cattle ;  for  what  elfe  can 
I  give  them  for  their  fervices  ?  They  want  neither 
our  money  nor  our  clothes ;  they  all,  as  one  may  fay, 
wear  GOD  ALMIGHTY'S  livery,  who  provides  them 
with  more  durable  garments  than  the  heft  art  of  man 

can 
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can  furnifh  them  with  :  and  if  hearts  were  as  proud 
as  we,  they  might  reproach  us  with  wearing  their 
fecond-hand  clothes.  And  all  the  grafs  of  the  field 
is,  ftri&ly  fpeaking,  their  property ;  though  we  far- 
mers are  apt  to  talk  of  our  hay  and  our  grafs ;  for 
hath  not  GOD  faid,  in  the  chapter  I  have  been  read- 
ing, "  To  every  bcafi  of  the  field' I  have  given  every 
green  herb  for  meat?"  The  grafs  and  other  herbs, 
therefore,  whether  green  or  made  into  hay,  are  no 
gifts  of  ours;  the  beafts  have  a  juft  right  to  them; 
they  were  given  to  them  before  man  was  created  ;  and 
therefore  to  withhold  it  from  them,  without  paying 
them,  is  a  robbery  and  a  fin.  If,  inftead  of  digging 
up  a  field  with  a  fpade,  we,  to  fave  the  fwsat  of  our 
own  brows,  make  ufe  of  the  labour  and  ftrength  of 
beafts  to  plough  it  for  us,  we  ought,  in  juftice  and 
gratitude,  to  give  them  fomething  in  lieu  of  what  we 
have  taken  away.  If  the  corn  1  fow  is  my  corn,  not 
their  corn,  the  grafs  I  plough  up  is  their  grafs,  not  my 
grafs ;  for  when  GOD  appointed  man  to  be  tenant  of 
the  field,  he  gave  him  no  right  to  deprive  his  beart  of 
that  food  which  GOD  ordained  for  him  :  but,  as  lord 
of  the  manor,  GOD  ALMIGHTY  demands  a  quit-rent 
of  him  for  the  ufe  of  the  beads  that  labour  for  him  : 
therefore  I  think  myfelf  in  duty  bound,"  continued 
Mr.  Simpkins,  "  to  fupply  the  wants  of  my  cattle 
fome  way  or  other  ;  if  I  do  not,  I  fliall  be  as  bad  as 
a  thief  or  a  robber  ;  nay,  in  one  refpe6l  worfe  than 
thofe  who  rob  their  own  kind  ;  becaufe  a  man  may 
try  another  by  law  for  robbing  him,  and  get 
jullice  done ;  but  poor  dumb  creatures  can  make 
no  complaints,  there  are  no  lawyers,  to  plead  for 
them  !  But  the  eternal  Judge  will  avenge  their 
•caufe,  if  they  are  ill-treated,  or  he  would  not  have 
faid  fo  mudi  about  them  in  the  holy  fcriptures." 

Richard   Bruce   entirely  agreed  with  his  mafter  ; 
for   though   he  was  not   fo  good  a  fcholar  as  Mr. 

Simpkins, 
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Simpkins,  he  could  read  the  Bible,  and  had  a  deal  of 
humanity  in  his  difpofition.  He  faid,  that  for  his 
part,  he  never  ufed  dumb  things  ill  ;  indeed  he  was 
afraid  to  do  fo,  for  he  conlidered  them  nil  as  God 
Almighty's  creatures,  which,  after  he  had  made,  he 
pronounced  to  be  good.  "  Don't  we  read  in  the 
Plalms,"  added  he,  **  The  mighty  GOD,  even  the  LORD 
hath  fpoken,  and  called  the  earth  from  the  rifmg  of  the 
fun  to  the  going  dsivn  thereof ';  every  beajl  of  the  fore/t 
is  mine,  and  the  cattle  upon  a  thoufand  hills" 

"  Very  true,  Richard/'  replied  Mr.  Simpkins  : 
"  and  don't  you  remember  that  Solomon,  in  the  book 
of  Wifdom,  fays,  O  LORD,  thou  loveji  all  things  that 
are,  and  abhorrejl  nothing  that  thou  haft  made :  for 
never  ivouldji  thou  have  made  any  thing  if  thou  hadji 
hated  it.  And  hoiv  could  any  thing  have  endured  if  it 
had  not  been  thy  will ;  or  have  been  preferved,  if  not 
called  by  thee  ?" 

"  To  be  fure,:'  faid  Mrs.  Simpkins,  "  no  crea- 
ture that  God  hath  made  can  be  unknown  to  him  : 
and  we  can  fcarcely  think  he  will  defpife  his  own 
works." 

"  All  this  is  very  good,"  faid  old  Mrs.  Simpkins  ; 
"  and  I  fhould  like  to  hear  more  of  it,  if  I  could  keep 
awake  ;  but,  my  dear  Thomas,  when  you  get  books 
before  you,  you  forget  how  time  flies.  Roger  has 
been  yawning  this  half  hour  ;  Joe  Martin  looks  ftu- 
pified ;  Tom  Lang  rubs  his  eyes ;  and  I  do  believe 
my  daughter  Kitty  is  fleepy  too  ;  fo  let  us  go  to  left." 
*'  With  all  my  heart,"  faid  the  farmer ;  "  fo  put  the 
Bible  on  the  fhelf,  my  dear,  and  let  us  fay  our 
prayers;"  which  they  accordingly  did,  and  implored 
.the  GOD  of  all  mercies  to  give  them  merciful  hearts. 


CHAP. 


CHAP."  III. 

IT  happened  one  Saturday  that  Tom  Lang,  whofe 
bufinefs  it  was  to  milk  the  cows,  had  leave  from  his 
mafter  to  go  and  fee  his  mother,  who  was  ill ;  and 
Joe  Martin  was  ordered  to  milk  for  him.  As  he  had 
a  quarrel  with  Tom  the  night  before,  Joe  murmured 
at  being  obliged  to  do  his  work  :  however,  he  dared 
not  refufe;  fo  away  he  went  in  very  ill-humour,  and 
thus  he  continued  all  day.  It  happened  that,  in  the 
evening,  Mr.  Simpkins  went  accidentally  pad  the 
cow-houfe,  juft  at  the  time  of  milking;  when  he 
faw  the  door  (hut,  and  heard  a  flrange  lowing  within  : 
he  haftened  forwards,  and  fuddenly  entering  the  cow- 
houfe,  found  the  wicked  urchin,  Joe  Martin,  beating 
poor  Colley,  a  quiet,  harmlefs  cow,  with  a  knotted 
flick,  as  hard  as  he  could  ftrike.  Shocked  and  pro- 
voked at  once,  the  farmer  feized  the  cruel  boy,  and, 
(hatching  the  (lick  from  him,  was  going  to  beat  him. 
with  it  ;  but  recollecting  that  he  might  lame  him. 
for  ever,  he  contented  himfelf  with  giving  him 
fome  fmart  cuts  with  a  hazel  fvvitch  he  had  in  his 
hand. 

When  Mr.  Simpkins  returned  home,  his  wife  and 
mother  perceived  that  fomelhing  had  difturbed  him, 
and  begged  to  know  the  caufe  of  his  uneaiinefs,  which 
he  related  ;  and  young  Mrs.  Simpkins,  who  was 
very  tender- hearted,  could  not  help  dropping  a  few 
tejrs  when  flic  heard  how  poor  Colley,  her  favourite 
cow,  had  been  ufed. 

"  Lack-a-day,  miftrefs!"  cried  Roger  Hicks, 
"  what  doll  whimper  for  ?  I  have  feen  him  do  worfe 
than  that  at  Farmer  Mills's:  he  never  drove  an  ox 
to  market  there  but  he  goaded  him  along  with  a 
fhaip  iv.il  at  the  end  of  a  ftic'<,  or  cut  him  acrofs 
the  hocks.  To  my  certain  knowltxlge  he  drove  an 
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ox  till  it  went  mad,  and  did  z  mortal  deal  of  mifchief 
at  fair." 

"  And  why  did  you  not  tell  me  of  th's  when  you 
heard  me  order  him  a  milking  ?"  laid  Farmer  Simp- 
kins,  who  could  not  help  being  angry.  •'  I  know 
not,  mafter,"  anfwercd  Roger,  *'  I  was  afhamed, 
and  afraid  ;  and  befides,  fays  I  to  myfelf,  1  muft  not 
tell  tales ;  and  I  thought  he  could  not  do  fo  here, 
becaufe  you  care  for  your  beafts,  and  Farmer  Mills 
does  not  ;  it  he  did,  it  might  be  better  for  him, 
mayhap  :  but  that's  not  my  bufmefs  ;  you  care  for 
your  beads,  mailer,  and  Richard  Bruce  looks  well 
after  the  boys  j  fo.no  great  damage  can  be  done  to 
the  poor  dumb  creatures." — "  Turn  Joe  away  di- 
rectly !"  exclaimed  young  Mrs.  Simpkins.  "  Don't 
let  him  flay  a  day  longer  !"  cried  the  mother.  "  He 
deferves  to  be  lo  punilhed,  to  be  fure,"  faid  Mr. 
Simpkins,  (whofe  anger  began  to  cool;)  "  but  fuch 
a  meafure  would  only  fecure  my  own  cattle  from 
being  ill  treated;  and  he  may  be  trufled,  and  ufe 
other  people's  badly  a  long  while  before  he  is  found 
out.  So  I  think  the  heft  way  will  be  to  keep  him, 
and  try  to  teach  him  better ;  perhaps,  by  heing  al- 
ways with  people  who  have  tender  hearts,  he  may 
learn  good  habits.  Befides,  my  dear  Kitty,  it  is  not 
following  the  example  of  our  blefied  Lord  and  Sa- 
viour Jefus  Chrift,  to  cart  off  the  wicked  without 
trying  to  mend  them  :  and  remember  that  Joe  is 
fatherlefs  and  motherlefs." 

Thefe  conliderations  were  quite  fufficient  to  recon- 
cile Mis'  Simpkins  to  her  hufband's  making  farther 
trial  of  Joe  Martin  :  and  old  Mrs.  Simpkins  remarked 
that,  to  be  fure,  turning  the  boy  away  in  that  hafty 
manner  would  not  be  doing  as  they  would  be  done 
by;  and  thar,  if  God  was  lo  fevers,  what  would  be- 
came of  the  heft  of  us  finful  mortals  r 
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"  Very  true,"  replied  Mr.  Simpkins:  "  but,  for 
the  future,  when  Tom  Lang  is  out  of  the  way,  I 
will  milk  the  cows  myfelf  fooner  than  let  Joe  Martin 
do  it,  for  I  will  not  truft  the  poor  hearts  to  any  one 
whom  I  know  to  be  barbarous.  All  the  fault  poor 
Colley  committed,  as  I  underftand,  was  kicking  down 
the  pail." 

"  I  fuppofe  he  ufed  her  roughly,"  faid  Mrs.  Simp- 
kins  ;  "  and  that  made  her  kick,  in  order  to  keep 
him  at  a  diftance." 

"  Mod  likely  fo  indeed  !"  replied  old  Mrs.  Simp- 
kins  ;  "  for  it  is  natural  for  dumb  creatures  to  defend 
themfelves." 

"  However  it  was,"  faid  the  farmer,  "  it  was  a 
cruel  trick,  and  he  deferves  a  good  trimming  for  it: 
but  1  rriult  go  and  pay  the  men."  When  he  returned 
he  ordered  a  mug  of  ale,  and  a  bit  of  bread  and  cheefe ; 
aud  then  fat  down  to  fettle  the  weekly  accounts  ;  and 
defired  Richard  Bruce  to  look  for  Joe  Martin,  who 
had  run  away  and  hid  himfelf,  being  afraid  of  a  fcold- 
ing  from  his  miftrefs.  To  be  fure  he  deferved  it,  and 
his  confciencc  told  him  fo ;  and  if  any  thing  could 
have  made  Mrs.  Simpkihs  fcoid,  it  would  have  been 
beating  the  cows :  but  fhe  was  a  very  meek-tempered 
woman,  and  left  the  correction  of  the  boys  to  her 
hufband,  who,  when  Richard  returned  with  Joe,  de- 
fired  the  latter  to  go  to  bed  without  his  fupper,  which 
was  all  the  puniihment  he  inflicted  upon  him  ;  but 
affured  him,  that  if  ever  he  knew  him  guilty  of  the 
like  offence,  he  would  try  to  make  him  feel  as  much 
pain  as  he  gave  the  poor  beaft.  Tom  Lang  was  come 
in  ;  fo  the  whole  party  fet  themfelves  down :  and 
while  the  farmer  fettled  his  books,  Mrs.  Simpkins 
worked  at  her  needle ;  her  mother-in-law  knitted ; 
Richard,  Roger,  and  Tom,  waihed  and  combed  them- 
felves, that  they  might  not  have  it  to  do  in  the  morn- 
ing. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.     IV. 

THE  next  day  being  Sunday,  the  farmer  and  his 
family,  in  turns,  read  the  whole  hiftory  of  the  Flood, 
as  it  is  related  in  the  fifth,  fixth,  fevenrh,  eighth, 
and  ninth  chapters  of  Genefis. 

When  they  had  ended,  Richard  Bruce  faid,  it  was 
very  moving  to  hear  of  fo  many  men,  women,  and 
children,  being  drowned  ;  but,  without  doubt,  they 
were  all  fad  wicked  wretches,  or  God  would  not  have 
deftroyed  them. 

Mr.  Simpkins  faid,  that  was  no  certain  rule  to 
judge  by  in  every  cafe,  for  it  fometimes  happened 
that  good  people  perifhed  with  the  wicked,  when  God's 
judgments  were  in  the  earth;  but  if  God  faw  fit  to 
cut  them  off  from  this  world,  he  would  recom;-enfe 
them  in  a  better.  However,  it  was  plain,  he  faid, 
from  the  fcriptures,  that  all  the  people  who  dwelt  on 
the  earth  at  the  time  of  the  flood,  excepting  Noah 
and  his  family,  were  notorioully  wicked  ;  for  every 
imagination  of  the  thought  of  their  hearts  were  only  evil 
continually  :  they  were  corrupt ;  and  the  earth  was  filled 
with  violence.  No  wonder,  therefore,  thr.t  God  fpar- 
ed  none,  becaufe  thofe  who  remained  might  have  cor- 
rupted the  next  generation." 

Old  Mrs.  Simpkins  obferved,  that  there  was  one 
thing  that  puzzled  her  greatly  ;  which  was,  that  God 
is  faid  to  have  repented  making  man  :  "  Now  this," 
faid  ihe,  "  feems  as  if  God  fometimes  changes  his 
purpofes ;  which  cannot  be  the  cafe,  as  he  always 
knows  beforehand  what  will  happen,  and  what  it  will 
be  proper  for  him  to  do." 

"  True,  mother,  replied  Mr.  Simpkins ;  "  but 
my  good  mafter,  Mr.  Brown,  told  me,  that  all  we  are 
to  underftand  from  this  expreffion  is,  that  God  did 
what  he  would  not  have  done,  had  not  men  been  fo 
very  wicked  that  they  were  not  fit  to  live :  for  he 
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•dc/ireih  not  the  death  of  o N  e  Jinner,  much  lefs  of  thou- 
fands,  but  rather  that  hcjhmdd  turn  from  his  ivickedneft 
and  live.  It  appears,"  faid  he,  "  to  liave  been  the 
determination  of  God,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
world,  that  when  any  city,  or  kingdom,  became 
fmful,  to  a  certain  degree,  it  fhould  be  deftroyed  by 
ibiTie  fignal  judgment:  if,  then,  the  whole  earth  was 
fot/  it  was  but  juft  it  fhould  be  deflroyed.  But  God 
did  not  bring  a  fudden  destruction  upon  the  earth, 
for  the  ark  was  many  years  in  building,  during 
which  time  Noah  tried  all  he  could  to  convert  the 
people  to  righteoufnefs;  and  I  dare  fay,  if  any  had  re- 
pented, and  put  their  truft  in  God,  the  ark  would 
have  been  made  bigger  to  receive  them,  or  more  arks 
built." 

Tom  Lang  faid,  he  fhould  have  liked  to  have 
feen  the  ark  ;  he  fuppofed  it  was  a  mortal  large 
Ihip. 

"  No,  Tom,"  replied  his  mafter;  "  I  have  read 
that  it  was  built  more  in  the  form  of  a  farm-houfe, 
with  (tails  and  cabins  for  the  lodgment  of  men  and 
hearts  ;  and  a  floping  covering  at  the  top,  like  the 
roof  of  a  houfe,  for  the  wet  to  run  off." 

"  I  wonder,  mafter/'  (aid  Roger  Hicks,  "  how 
Noah  and  his  fons  managed  to  catch  all  the  birds, 
and  make  the  beafts  go  into  the  ark  :  if  the  beads 
had  been  like  the  hog  1  drove  from  market  the  other 
day,  they  would  have  had  a  nation  bad  job  of  it !" 

'*  You  may  be  fure,  Roger,"  anfwered  Mr.  Simp- 
kins,  *'  that  God  Almighty,  with  whom  all  things 
are  pomble,  caufed  the  birds  and  beafts  to  go,  as  it 
were,  of  their  own  accord.  Who  but  God  teaches 
the  birds  to  build  nefb  ?  and  who  makes  great  horned 
beafts  to  yield  to  men  ?" 

Richard  Bruce  faid,  that  he  did  not  mean  to 
find  fault  with  the  way  of  God,  that  would  be  very 
wicked  ;  but  yet  he  could  not  think  for  what  reafon 
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the  poor  hearts  were  drowned  :  as  they  could  not  com- 
mit wickedncfs,  why  (hould  they  fuffer  for  the  fins  of 
men  ?" 

"  That  is  a  haid  queftion,  Richard,"  replied  the 
farmer  ;  "  but,  as  Abraham  faid  on  another  occa- 
fion,  Jhall  not  the  Judge  of  all  the  eaith  do  right  ?  It 
was  certainly  a  good  thing  for  the  men  who  were 
preferred  in  the  ark,  that  the  beads  and  birds  fhould 
perifh;  for  had  they  all  been  fpared  when  mankind 
were  drowned,  there  would  have  been  fuch  numbers 
of  wild  beafts  and  birds  of  prey,  that  the  few  people 
who  were  left  would  have  lived  in  conftant  terror ; 
and  the  tame  beafts  would  have  run  ftraggling  about 
in  continual  danger  of  being  devoured  ;  and  as  it  was 
the  lot  of  thofe  creatures  to  die  once,  it  made  little  dif- 
ference to  them  at  what  time  their  death  happened  ; 
and,  perhaps,  the  manner  of  their  death  was  eafier 
than  any  other  way  would  have  been,  for  God  could 
render  their  fufferings  (hort.  I  verily  believe  that  no 
evil  which  innocent  beafts  ever  fuffered  from  the 
hand  of  God  was  equal  to  the  pains  and  miferies 
they  endure  from  the  cruelty  of  man  ;  for  God  is 
merciful  when  provoked  to  judgment ;  but  man  is 
often  cruel  without  any  provocation  at  all. 

"  I  think,  matter,"  faid  Richard  Bruce,  "  that  it 
is  very  wonderful  that  fuch  creatures"  as  oxen  and 
cows  fhould  fubmit  to  man.  They  certainly  would 
not  if  the  Almighty  had  not  implanted  in  them  a  na- 
tural dread  of  us.  How-happy  we  may  think  our- 
felves  that  they  are  fo  tame  and  tractable  !  for  if  they 
were  as  wild  and  fierce  as  fome  beafts  I  once  favv  at  a 
fair,  they  would  tear  us  all  to  pieces ;  and  if  they  had 
reafon  and  fpcech,  as  we  have,  they  would  make  us 
their  iervants,  inftead  of  fubmitting  to  be  o«rj." 

"  Aye,  Richard,''  faid  old  Mrs.  Simpkins,  "  God 
Almighty  orders  all  things  for  the  heft.  What  poor, 
naked,  miferable,  wretches,  {hould  we  be,  if  we  had 
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no  power  over  the  beafts?  we  fhould  perifti  with 
cold  and  hunger  ;  or  be  obliged  to  eat  one  another, 
as  I  have  heard  foine  favages  do." 

"  Beafts   are  very   ferviceable  indeed  !"  faid  Mr. 
Simpkins,  "  What  could  we  farmers  do  without  the 
help  of  cattle  ?  how  could  we  plough  our  land,  carry 
our  corn  to  market,  and  do  a  thoufand  other  things, 
if  we  had  not  horfes  to  help  us?  Brutes,  therefore, 
have  as  much  right  to  food  and  kind  treatment*  as 
the  men  and  boys  have  to  the  victuals  they  eat,  and 
the  money  that  is  paid  them  ;  and  I  will  never  be  the 
man  that  ihall  wrong  them  of  it,  or  encourage  other$ 
to  do  it.     My  good  mafter,  Mr.  Brown,  told   me, 
that  God  Almighty  made  all  creatures  to  enjoy  hap- 
pinefs,   and  fhare  the  good  things  of  the  world,  ac- 
cording to  their  feveral  natures.     It  is  plain,"  con- 
tinued he,  "  from  what  I  have  been  reading,  that 
God  Almighty  takes  account  of  dumb  creatures,  or 
he  would  not  have  preferred  fome  of  each  fort  in  the 
ark,  nor   have  ordered  Noah  to  lay  up  food  to  keep 
them  alive  while  they  were  fhut  up  there ;  neither 
would  he   have  .remembered  every    living  thing  that 
was  with  Noah,  and  taken  them  into  covenant  with 
him." 

"  I  don't  underftand  what.-,  covenant  is,  mafter," 
faid  Tom  Lang.  "  J  will  tell  you  then,"  faid  the 
farmer.  "  A  covenant,  '{ om,  is  an  agreement  made 
between  two  or  more  parties  to  do  or  perform  fome- 
thing.  It  is  uiual,  among  men,  to  write  covenants 
on  paper  or  parchment ;  and  the  parties  concerned 
fet  their  names,  and  put  their  feals,  as  tokens  that 
they  bind  themfelves  to  perform  what  they  promifc 
by  the  covenant." 

"  And  did  God  Almighty  write  fuch  a  covenant?" 
faid  Tom.  "•  No,"  anfvvered  Mr.  Ti  npkins ;  "  but 
He  fpake  the  word,  and  appointed  the  rainbow  as 
a  token.  Thefe  are  mo:e  binding  than  any  hu- 
man fignature  or  token  ;  for  God  is  faithful,  and 
B  never 
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never  faileth  to  perform  his  promifcs,  and  he  after- 
wards caufcd  the  covenant  to  be  recorded  in  the 
Scriptures  ;  and  there  it  remains  to  this  day,  and  the 
rainbow  appears  in  the  fky,  as  you  very  well  know. 
I  intend,"  continued  the  farmer,  "  to  get  fome  good 
ferine  to  copy  the  covenant  out  for  me  on  a  large 
fheet  of  paper;  and  it  (hall  be  hung  up  in  the  houfe, 
where*  all  t>f  you  may  frequently  fee  it,  in  order  to 
put  you  in  mind  that  God's  mercy  is  over  all  his  works^ 
and  teach  you  to  be  kind  to  dumb  creatures  ;  for  (hall 
God  eftabliih  his  covenant,  his  everlafting  cove- 
nant, with  every  living  thing,  and  (hall  we  de- 
fpife  and  abufe  his  creatures? — What  do  you  think 
of  yourfelf,"  added  he,  "  Joe  Martin,  for  ufmg 
the  poor  cow  fo  ill  yefterday  ?"  Joe  made  no  re- 
ply, but  looked  fulky  ;  on  which  his  matter  went 
on :  "  It  is  my  duty,  Joe,"  faid  he,  *f  to  re- 
gard the  happinefs  of  all  the  creatures  God  has  been 
pleafed  to  commit  to  my  care,  and  to  provide  for  their 
cafe  and  comfort.  You  would  not  think  it  enough 
that  I  kept  from  ufingjw  ill  myfelft  if  I  fuffered  your 
feltow-Jervants  to  beat  and  abufe  you  :  in  fuch  a  cafe 
you  would  be  ready  to  complain.  But  Colley,  poor 
Colley  !  cannot  tell  her  ftory.  I  found,  by  her  moan- 
ings,  thatfomething  was  the  matter;  but  if  I  had  not 
caught  you  in  the  fail,  flie  could  never  have  made 
me  fenlible  how  511  you  had  treated  her;  and  might 
have  gone  about,  full  of  bruifes,  without  any  pity.  If 
God  Almighty  cares  for  all  dumb  creatures,  furely 
1  ought  to  care  for  a  gentle  cow,  that  fupplies  my 
dairy  with  milk,  butter,  and  cheeie  ;  othe/wife  I  do 
not  dcferve  fuch  good  things.  Suppofe,  Tom,  that 
God  Almighty  fhould  caufe  all  the  cows  to  die,  only 
think  what  a  lofs  that  would  be  to  the  world ;  a 
much  greater  than  the  fame  number  of  wicked  boys. 
A  righteous  man,  fays  the  wife  king  Solomon,  regard- 
etb  the  life  of  bis  beajl ;  but  the  tender  mercies  of  the 
wicked  are  cruel :  fo  that  he  who  «  himfelf  cruel  to 
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his  bead,  is  a  wicked  man  ,  and  he  who  docs  not  fee 
that  he  has  bis  right,  is  an  unrighteous  man.  For  my 
part,  lam  refolved,  while  I  have  bealts,  to  make  them 
as  happy  as  their  nature  and  condition  will  admit." 

"  I  think,"  faid  Mrs.  Simpkins,  "  it  is  a  fad 
thing  that  we  are  obliged  to  kill  living  creatures  to 
eat;  1  fliould  be  contented  to  live  upon  garden-dun0 
and  milk  all  my  days,  rather  than  have  any  thing 
killed  on  purpofe  for  me." — "  And  fo  ihould  I,"  faid 
her  good  mother  in-law:  "  but  if  there  were  not 
fome  of  them  to  be  killed,  they  would  foon  eat  us, 
or  at  leafl  make  a  famine  in  the  land,  which  would 
occafion  our  deatlis  and  theirs  alfo;  in  which  cafe 
they  would  fuffer  a  great  deal  more  than  they  do  in 
the  way  we  put  them  to  death." 

"  Whenever  I  read  about  Noah  and  his  family 
coming  out  of  the  ark,"  faid  Mrs.  Simpkins,  ';  1 
think  to  myfelf,  how  joyful  they  njuft  have  felt,  and 
how  their  hearts  muft  have  glowed  with  thankful- 
nefs  to  God,  when  they  firft  fct  their  feet  upon  the 
folid  earth,  and  faw  a  clear  fky  over  their  heads  after 
fuch  a  long  difmal  confinement." 

"  Without  doubt  they  did,  ray  dear,"  faid  the 
farmer  :  "  and  we  ought  to  be  equally  thankful  every 
time  we  walk  on  the  ground  and  view  the  {ky  ;  for 
it  is  the  fame  Providence  that  preferves  us  from  fiooJ> 
of  water,  and  a  thoufand  other  evils  which  the  Al- 
mighty has  power  to  inflidt,  though  he  does  not  s6l 
by  us  in  fo  (Inking  a  manner  as  by  Noah  and  his  fa- 
mily. To  the  care  of  that  merciful  God,  Jet  us 
therefore  now  recommend  ourfelves,  and  all  our  af- 
fairs ;  and  let  us  pray  that  he  will  gracioufly  fend  us 
fruitful  feafons,  and  give  us  hearts  to  be  grateful  for 
his  bleffings.  This  prayer  ended,  the  whole  family 
retired  tc  4eft ;  and  Joe  promifed  he  would  never  be 
cruel  to  the  cattle  any  more. 
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C  H  A  P.     V. 

It  was  mentioned  before  that  Joe  Mai  tin  for- 
merly lived  with  another  farmer.  The  name  of  this 
perfon  was  Wills:  his  father  and  mother  had  been 
very  laborious  people  ;  but  they  attended  to  little  he- 
fides  what  they  call  the  main  chance,  that  is  to  fav, 
getting  money  ;  which  they  would  do  if  money  was 
to  be  got;  for  they  praiSUfed  a  bundled  i!y  tricks, 
fuch  as  mixing  bad  grain  with  good,  chalking  two 
marks  for  one  on  a  milk  fcore,  ;md  fo  on,  till  they 
fcraped  together  noney  enough  to  purchaie  the  farm- 
houfe  they  lived  in,  and  part  i.f  the  lard,  and  to  flock 
it  well.  .  This,  with  two  hundred  pounds  in  money, 
they  left  to  William,  who  was  their  only  child. 

41  Goods  ill  gotten,"  fays  the  prove ib,  "  never 
pro/per :"  and  fo  it  proved  !>ere  ;  for  Will  f  on  fpcnt 
what  his  father  and  mother  had  faved.  There  was 
in  the  neighbourhood  a  young  woman,  mimed  Patty 
Goodyer,  a  flaunting  dreffy  lafs,  v  bo  was  always 
flirting  about  with  one  young  fellow  or  another. 
She  ufed  often  to  dance  with  Will  JMills  at  fairs 
and  wakes  ;  fo,  as  foon  as  his  fuller  and  mother  were 
dead,  he  married  her ;  and  as  they  had  both  of  them 
a  deal  of  pride  and  vanity,  tbcy  fet  off  with  making 
a  figure  and  a  flafh,  and  pretended  to  be  topping 
fanners,  and  quite  grand  folks 

Mrs.  Mills,  being  fond  of  company,  went  to  fee 
Mrs.  Simpkins  foon  after  (lie  crime  into  the  neigh- 
bourhood ;  but  when  (he  returned,  made  great  game 
of  her  and  her  mother,  becaufe  they  were  fuch  plain 
drefling  people.  Mrs.  Simpkins  did  not  at  all  like 
Mrs.  Mills ;  but,  as  me  wifhed  to  live  in  harmony 
with  her  neighbours,  .me  took  occation  one  leifure 
day  .to  return  the  vifit :  and  her  hufband  walked 
along  with  her.  Their  arrival  was  quite  unexpected 
by  Mrs.  Mills ;  and  they  found  her  in  a  moft  terri- 
ble pickle,  with  her  gown  fcarcely  pinned,  her  hair 
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quite  blcr.vfy,  and  her  handkerchief  and  other  things 
very  untidy.  She  had  t\vo  little  children  with  her, 
who  were'  phying  about  in  frocks  that  had  been 
white;  and  gr.ufe  caps,  with  a  quantity  of  flowers 
and  ribbon,  but  fo  dirty,  that  it  was  really  (hocking 
to  fee  them  ;  and  the  poor  little  creatures'  faces  were 
fo  befmeared  with  apple  and  gingerbread,  that, 
though  pretty  children,  they  looked  quite  difagree- 
able. 

Farmer  Mills  was  not  at  home,  being  engaged  in 
fome  drinking  party  with  his  boon  companions. 
Mr.  Simpkins  faid  he  would  take  a  turn  in  the  gar- 
den ;  and  Mrs.  Mills  begged  Mrs.  Simpkins  would 
do  the  fame  while  (he  dreflcd  herfelf.  They  accord- 
ingly went  into  what  (he  calkd  the  garden;  but  it 
was  more  like  a  wilderncfs,  for  it  was  overgrown 
with  weeds,  and  afforded  fcarcely  any  vegetable  tit 
to  come  to  table :  but  there  were  numbers  of  apple 
and  pear-trees,  and  a  great  quantity  of  currant  and 
goofeberry-buflies,  upon  which  the  fruit  had  wither- 
ed for  want  of  gathering.  Mr.  Simpkins,  who  was 
very  fond  of  a  garden,  was  quite  vexed  to  fee  fuch  a 
good  bit  of  ground  going  to  ruin  in  that  manner ;  but 
was  foon  called  in  to  tea  by  Mrs.  Mills,  who  had 
made  herfelf  as  fine  as  a  lady,  and  dizened  her  chil- 
dren out,  and  ordered  a  fire  in  what  (he  called  her  beft 
parlour,  where  there  was  every  thing  very  tafty;  fef- 
toon  window  curtains,  a  looking-glafs  in  a  gilt  frame, 
a  earpery  and  a  fmart  let  of  tea-things. 

Mrs.  Simpkins  drank  a  difh  or  two  of  tea,  becaufe 
(he  thought  it  would  be  rude  to  refute,  but  the  far- 
mer begged  to  be  excufed,  and  wiihcd  for  a  glafs  of 
ale  inftcad  of  it  :TOut  this  was  not  to  be  had,  for  Mrs. 
Mills  faid  her  hufband  ne'ver  cliank  ale  ;  fo  he  laid 
perhaps  they  had  a  little  cyder  or  perry,  or  a  glafs  of 
their  own  made  wine.  Mrs.  Mills  replied,  that  her 
huibnnd  would  not  drink  fuch  poor  Huff,  and  there- 
fore (he  never  made  any  ;  but  if  Mr.  Simpkyis  chofe 
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a  dram  of  brandy  or  rum,  a  glafs  of  fhrub,  or  a  bottle 
of  port,  fhe  could  help  him  to  them.  The  good 
farmer  was  quite  afliamed  of  having  alked  for  any 
thing,  and  thanked  Mrs.  Mills  ;  but  faid  he  would 
walk  round  the  grounds  while  (he  and  his  wife  drank 
their  tea. 

farmers'  wives  who  arc  cleanly  have  generally  a 
pride  in  (hewing  their  houfes  to  vifitors;  and  Mrs. 
Simpkins  had  taken  Mrs.  Mills  into  every  part  of 
hers,  which  was  always  neat  and  in  order,  from  the 
garret  to  the  cellar.  She  had  great  curiofity  to  fee 
Mrs.  Mills's ;  and  fo  often  hinted  it,  by  faying  it  was 
a  pleafant  place,  and  feemed  to  be  very  convenient, 
and  fo  on,  that  Mrs.  Mills  could  not  help  taking  her 
up  itairs;  but  excufed  herfelf  from  (hewing  her  all 
the  rooms,  becaufe  it  was  wafhing  week,  (he  laid,  and 
they  were  in  a  litter. 

The  chamber  into  which  (lie  took  her  was  a  very 
handfome  one  :  there  was  a  flowered  cotton  bed,  with 
a  white  counterpane,  mahogany  chairs,  bed- fide  car- 
pets, and  a  toilet  table  with  a  dreffing-glafs,  to  which 
a  Scotch  gauze  veil  was  tied  with  bows  of  blue  rib- 
ben  ;  and  the  table  was  covered  with  drefling-boxes, 
which  (he  had  bought  at  fome  fale. 

Mrs.  Simpkins  faid  nothing ;  but  thought  it  rather 
too  much  for  folks  in  their  little  way.  When  (he 
came  down  ftairs,  fhe  found  the  two  children  in  the 
parlour  ;  one  of  whom  had  a  little  blind  kitten,  about 
five  days  old,  which  (lie  fqueezed  by  the  neck,  and 
then  flung  down  upon  the  floor.  The  other  child 
had  a  young  puppy  which  (he  kept  holding  to  the 
old  cat,  who  clawed  him  in  the  face  till  he  whined 
fadly. 

Mrs.  Mills  was  greatly  diverted  at  this  fcene,  and 
faid  "  How  droll  if  is!"  But  Mrs.  Simpkins, 
whofe  heart  ached  at  feeing  fuch  barbarity,  replied, 
that  fhe  never  could  find  any  fport  in  tormenting 
poor  dumb  creatures.  "  Ho\v  fhould  you  like,"  faid 
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Ihe,  "  Mrs.  Mills,  to  have  your  children  fqueezcd 
and  banged  about  in  that  way,  and  frightened  out  of 
their  wits?"  Mrs.  Mills  coloured,  and  replied,  (he 
hoped  there  was  fome  difference  between  her  children 
and  kittens  and  puppies.  Mrs.  Simpkins  anfwered, 
that  fhe  meant  no  offence  ;  and  began  talking,  as  her 
hufband  had  done  to  his  family,  about  their  being 
made  out  of  the  duft  as  well  as  we:  but  it  was  all 
like  Latin  and  Greek  to  Mrs.  Mills,  and  (lie  would 
not  believe  that  fuch  creatures  had  feeling. 

In  the  midft  of  their  converfation,  a  boy,  who  was 
a  neighbour's  fon,  came  in  with  a  moufe-trap,  in 
which  was  a  little  prifoner,  that  kept  running  from 
fide  to  fide,  endeavouring  to  make  its  efcape  ;  but  all 
in  vain.  This  he  gave  to  Mrs.  Mills's  youngeft 
child.  The  cruel  boy  had  another  moufe,  to  the 
tail  of  which  he  had  tied  a  firing;  this  he  prefented 
to  the  eldeft  child,  and  faid  (he  need  not  be  afraid 
of  its  biting,  for  he  had  drawn  all  its  teeth.  The 
child,  eager  to  divert  herfelf  with  it,  flung  it  down, 
and  began  dragging  it  about;  but  fortunately  for  the 
poor-thing,  old  pufs  caught  it,  and  put  it  out  of  its 
inifery  at  one  gripe.  Delighted  at  the  cat's  dex- 
terity, the  other  child  opened  the  door  of  the- trap,  in 
order  to  give  pufs  fome  more  fport ;  but  the  little 
creature,  with  a  palpitating  heart,  efcaped  into  a  hole, 
and  was  out  of  fight  in  an  infhnt,  to  the  great  joy  of 
Mrs.  Simpkins,  who  could  not  help  chiding  the  boy 
for  his  barbarity,  telling  him,  that  it  he  were  a  fon  of 
hers  ihe  would  fend  for  a  dodltor  to  draw  all  his  teeth 
for  him,  and  then  he  would  know  what  he  had  made 
a  poor  little  moufe  fuffer. 

"  Sure,"  faid  Mrs.  Mills,  "  there  is  no  fin  in 
catching  rats  and  mice!" — "  Not  if  they  are  mif- 
chievous  to  us,"  replied  Mrs.  Simpkins:  "  but  if  we 
keep  a  good  cat  or  two,  they  will  clear  our  houfe : 
for  it  is  their  nature  to  cat  mice  and  rats.  For  my 
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part  I  cannot  bear  to  fet  traps ;  and  never  ilo,  unlek 
mice  come  into  places  where  cats  cannot  he  trufted. 

Juft  as  {he  ended  thefe  words,  Mrs.  Mills  gave  a 
violent  fcream,  which  alarmed  her  vifitor,  and  fright- 
ened the  children.  This  was  occafioned  by  her  dif- 
covering  a  fpider  that  was  crawling  on  her  hand- 
kerchief. As  foon  as  Mrs.  Simpkins  knew  what 
was  the  matter,  (lie  relieved  her  from  her  fears  by 
taking  the  infe£l  off,  which  flie  put  out  at  the  win- 
dow. Mrs.  Mills  foon  recovered  herfelf;  and  ex- 
prefled  her  aftonifhment  that  the  othsr  could  touch  a 
fpider,  declaring  that  the  fight  of  one  always  made 
her  ready  to  go  into  fits.  "  I  cannot  fee  any  thing 
to  dread  in  them,"  faid  Mrs.  Simpkins:  "  they  have 
much  more  reafon  to  be  afraid  of  us,  confidering 
the  deftru£ion  we  make  among  them;  and  when 
they  drop  down  fo  fuddenly  as  they  do,  'tis  with  a 
view  of  efcaping  from  us." — "  Why  did  you  not 
kill  it?"  faid  Mrs.  Mills.— "  Becaufe,""  replied  Mrs. 
Simpkins,  "  I  did  not  fee  any  harm  it  was  likely  to 
do ;  and  I  do  not  like  to  kill  any  thing,  unlefs  I  am 
obliged  to  do  it." — "  Then  you  don't  care  how 
many  cobwebs  you  have,  1  fuppofe?"  faid  Mrs.  Mills. 
**  I  cannot  fay  I  like  cobwebs,"  replied  Mrs.  Simp- 
kins  :  "  but  by  making  it  a  rule  to  fweep  them  down, 
and  take  the  bags  away,  I  have  obliged  the  fpiders  to 
forfake  the  houle — and  let  them  fpin  in  the  roofs,  or 
any  place  out  of  fight,  and  welcome." 

Mrs.  Mills  declared  fhe  could  never  get  the  better 
of  her  fear  of  fpiders ;  and  it  was  juft  the  fame,  (he 
faid,  in  refpecl  to  frogs  and  toads,  and  eels.  Mrs. 
Simpkins  faid  that  it  was  very  unfortunate  to  be  fo 
timorous;  but  (he  fhould  fuppofe  any  body  might  get 
the  better  of  it,  if  they  would  try. 

At  this  inftant  came  in  two  tall  greyhounds,  which 
jumped  upon  Mrs.  Mills;  then  on  the  chairs;  and 
racketed  about  as  if  they  had  never  been  ufcd  to  any 
command,  Mrs.  Simpkins  thought  it  very  fli'm^e 
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that  a  pcrfon  who  was  fo  afraid  of  a  fpider  fhould 
have  no  dread  of  creatures  fo  much  more  capable  of 
doing  inifchitrf,  and  fct  it  do\vn  in  her  mind  as  a  fancy 
which  might  l:e  fubdued. 

From  the  ceiling  of  the  room  hung  two  bird- 
cages. Mis.  Simpkins  looked  up  in  expectation  of 
hearing  the  birds  fmg  ;  but  obferved  that  one,  which 
was  a  linnet,  appeared  as  if  his  feathers  were  all 
dropping  or?,  and  the. other  fat  panting  with  his  head 
under  his  wing;  on  which,  (he  inquired  whether 
the  birds  were  ill  ?  Mrs.  Mills  anfwered,  that  (he  did 
not  know,  for  {he  feldom  troubled  her  head  about 
them.  Mrs.  Simpkins  begged  of  her  to  look,  for 
(he  faid  fuch  little  tender  creatures  might  be  dead 
before  Ihe  was  aware.  Mrs.  Mills  called  the  maid 
to  take  them  down  ;  when  it  appeared  that  the  care- 
lefs  girl  had  neglected  to  clean  the  cages,  till  the 
birds  were  full  of  vermin  ;  and  had  turned  the  mouth 
of  the  water  glafs  on  one  fide,  fo  that  the  poor  canary 
was  farnifhing  with  thiril,  with  plenty  of  water  in 
view.  Mrs.  Mills  gave  the  maid  a  good  fcolding  ; 
but,  as  loon  as  (he  was  gone,  faid  fhe  fhould  not 
have  cared  if  the  birds  had  died,  and  (he  wifhed  to 
get  rid  of  them,  for  fhe  hated  their  (creaming.-— 
Mrs.  Simpkins  replied,  that  fhe  thought  birds  de- 
lightful creatures ;  and  though  fhe  did  not  like  to 
confine  them  in  cages,  fhould  be  glad  to  have  thefe  if 
Mrs.  Mills  would  give  them  to  her,  who  readily 
agreed  to  the  propofal. 

Mrs.  Simpkjjis  then  turned  the  cohverfation  to 
houfewifery ;  and  inquired  how  many  cows  Mrs. 
Mills  kept,  and  whether  her  dairy  was  profitable? 
To  which  the  other  anfwered,  that  two  cows  had 
died  lately,  and  (he  had  only  two  left,  for  {he  was 
the  unluckieft  creature  in  the  world,  as  (he  could 
not  get  a  good  dairy  maid,  though  Ihe  was  forever 
changing,  and  nobody  could  think  how  her  mi  k 
and  cream  was  wafted ;  and,  as  for  butter,  what 
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little  they  had  made,  was  not  fit  to  fend  to  market. 
Nor  was  (he  more  fortunate  with  poultry,  for  (he 
fcarcely  reared  turkies,  geefe,  ducks,  and  chicken?, 
enow  for  her  own  table;  the  fowls  laid  away,  and 
the  maid  neglected  them  fo. 

Mrs.  Simpkins  underftood,  from  this  account,  that 
there  was  terrible  management ;  but  thought  it  was 
not  goad  manners  in  her  to  find  fault,  and  made  no 
other  anfwer  than  thatyft?  had  fent  a  good  deal  of 
one  thing  or  other  to  market.  But,  civil  as  /he  was, 
I  do  not  think  (lie  could  have  kept  from  fpeaking, 
had  {he  gone  into  the  dairy ;  for,  furely,  never  was 
milk  before  kept  in  fo  dirty  a  way  !  If  the  dairy  was 
in  this  pickle,  think  what  the  hog-fties  muft  be  ! 
In  them  a  number  of  poor  beafts  were  fhut  up,  and 
all  kinds  of  offal  thrown  to  them,  even  the  entrail 
of  thofe  hogs  which  were  killed.  At  other  time5 
they  were  left  for  two  days  together  without  foods 
till  they  were  ready  to  devour  one  another.  The 
water  in  their  troughs  flunk  ;  and  you  may  fuppofe 
what  kind  of  a  condition  the  bottom  of  the  fties  and 
the  ilccping  holes  were  in.  The  confequence  of  this 
was,  that  the  poor  creatures  were  hide-bound  and  full 
of  vermin,  and  horridly  nafty  befides;  fo  that  their 
flem,  when  killed,  would  fetch  no  price  at  market. 
Nor  were  the  calves  a  bit  better  managed  at  the  time 
of  fuckling ;  fo  they  turned  to  liitle  account. 

Ju(i  as  Mrs.  Mills  and  Mrs.  Simpkins  had  en- 
tered into  converfation,  the  good  farmer  came  in  and 
told  his  wife  that  it  would  foon  be  time  for  them  to 
go"  home,  as  it  was  afmoft  dark  ;  but  he  expected  the 
boys  with  a  lantern,  as  there  would  be  no  moon  to 
light  them.  At  Mrs.  Mills's  earneft  entreaty  he 
drank  a  glafs  of  wine,  and  eat  a  bit  of  feed-cake ;  and 
then  he' and  his  wife  took  leave,  defiring  their  fervice 
to  Mr.  Mills.  Mrs.  Simpkins  did  not  forget  the 
birds,  which  were  both  put  into  a  little  trap-cage 
that  had  a  partition  in  it ,  and  fhe  tied  them  up  in  a 
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handkerchief,  that  the  poor  things  might  not  be  dil- 
turhcd. 

CHAP.     VI. 

THE  party  had  not  proceeded  far  before  they 
heard  a  noife,  and  perceived  a  light;  on  which  Mrs. 
Simpkins,  who  was  a  little  timid,  called  out  "  What's 
that,  Thomas?" — "  Nothing  that  uill  harm  us,  I 
dare  fay,"  replied  the  farmer.  "  Oh,"  faid  Joe 
Martin,  "  it  is  only  farmer  Mills's  men  and  boys 
going  a  bat-fowling." — "  What  can  that  be?"  faid 
Mrs.  Simpkins.  "  Why  I  will  tell  you  Kitty," 
replied  her  hufband  ;  "  for.  I  \ive  feen  the  fport, 
though  I  could  never  get  up  -ny  heart  to  join  it;  it 
appeared  to  me  fo  mean,  as  well  as  cruel.  The  poor 
little  birds  retire  to  reft  in  places  whicli  Providence 
has  allo  ted  for  their  repofe  ;  here  they  turn  their 
heads  under  their  wings,  and  compofe  themfelves  to 
flcep,  without  the  leaft  fufpicion  of  an  enemy;  when, 
all  of  a  fudden,  they  are  awakened  by  a  violent  (bak- 
ing of  the  bulhes — they  hear  a  confufed  noife — they 
perceive  an  unufual  light:  all  thefe. things  together 
confound  them  fo,  that  they  know  not  what  to  do  ; 
fo  fly  to  the  light,  and  are  caught  in  nets,  and  car- 
ried away  by  a  let  of  unfeeling  boys,  who  often  ufe 
them  in  the  mod  cruel  manner.  This,"  added 
he,  "  is  bat-fowling  ;  and  if  it  is  not  a  mean  em- 
ployment, I  do  nor  know  what  is  fo.  To  go  creep- 
ing about  in  the  dark,  to  furprife  poor  little  creatures 
Who  have  no  way  of  defending  themfd'ves  ! — fcorn 
it,  my  boys  !  fcorn  it  !"  faid  he,  addreMing  himfelf  to 
the  boys.  "  That  I  will,  matter,  for  one  !"  faid  Tom 
Lang. 

"  But  fuppofe,  matter,"  faid  Joe  Martin,   "  there 

fhould  be  luch  a  mortal  fwarm  of  birds,  that  if  they 

were  not  killed  they  would  devour  the  corn,  would 
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there  be  any  harm  in  hat-fowling  them? — had  not 
they  better  be  taught  fo  than  take  the  chance  of  hav- 
ing their  wings  and  their  legs  broke  by  gun -(hot 
afterwards?"—"  I  don't  know  what  to  fay  in  fuch  a 
cafe,  Joe,"  anfwered  the  farmer;  "  but  whoever 
goes  a  bat-fowling  fhould  take  care  to  have  as  good  a 
reafon  for  it  as  that  you -mention,  otherwife  it  would 
be,  as  I  fiid  before,  mean  and  cruel." 

Mrs.  Simpkins  then  related  what  fufrerings  the 
poor  little  birds  they  were  carrying  home  had  en- 
dured, and  her  motive  for  accepting  them.  *'  So 
far  from  wifhing  to  confine  birds  in  cages,"  faid 
(he,  "  I  would  fooner  give  up  a  great  deal  of  fruit, 
to  have  the  plea fu re  of  feeing  them  at  liberty,  and 
hearing  them  fmg  in  the  open  air;  but  I  thought  it 
was  an  act  of  mercy  to  take  thcfe.  I  cannot  help 
thinking,  my  dear,"  added  the,  "  that  fmging  birds 
are  appointed  by  God  as  muficians  for  us  country 
people,  to  make  us  cheerful,  and  to  teach  us  to  re- 
joice and  fing,  while  we  behold  the  beauties  of  the 
groves  and  fields." 

'*  What  do  you  fay  then  to  fpoiling  birds'  nefls, 
Kitty  ?"  faid  the  fanner. 

""I  think,"  replied  Mrs.  Simpkins,  "  that  it  is 
.  wanton  cruelty,  unlefs  it  is  done  to  prevent  thofe  birds 
from  being  hatched  who  mull  be  killed  if  they  are 
fuffered  to  come  into  life;  but  this  is  feldom  thought 
of — the  poor  little  creatures'  labours  arc  deftroyed 
merely  for  fport.  Only  confider  what  a  curious  thing 
a  bird's  neft  is,  and  what  pains  it  muft  co.'l  fuch 
little  creatures,  who  have  no  tools  but  a  beak  and 
claws  to  build  it  with.  Think  alfo  how  clofely 
the  hens  fit  upon  their  e^gs  ;  which  /hows  that  they 
have  a  g:eat  defire  to  harch  them  ;*  and  the  clofe  at- 
tendance which  both  birds  give  to  ,their  young  ones, 
is  a  proof  that  they  feel  a  very  ftrong  love  and  af- 
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feclion  for  them.  Now  who,"  added  Mrs.  Simp- 
kins,  "  would  render  all  thefe  pains  and  care  fruit- 
lefs,  and  deflroy  fo  much  pleafure  and  happinefs 
only  for  the  fa'<e  of  diverting  themfelves  ?" 

"  What  father  or  mother,  among  mankind,"  faid 
Mr.  Simpkins,  "  would  like  to  have  their  houfes, 
with  all  their  goods,  feized  on,  themfelves  left  with- 
out fo  much  as  a  bed  to  lie  on,  and  their  children 
carried  away,  they  know  not  whither?  What  child 
would  like  to  he  torn  from  its  tender  parents,  crammed 
with  poifonous  food,  and  fliut  up  in  a  little  prifon, 
where  he  could  not  be  at  liberty  even  to  flretch  his 
limbs  ?  "Yet  this  is  often  the  fate  of  a  neft  of  pretty 
birds;  whilft  the  boy  who  has  feizc^l  it  rejoices  in 
his  prize,  and  thinks  nothing  of  the  mifery  he  in- 
flicts, but  even  fometimes  carries  his  cruelty  fo  far 
as  to  tie  a  ftring  to  a  young  bird,  and  torment  it 
with  the  hope  of  efcaping,  till  perhaps  a  limb  is 
broke,  or  it  flutters  and  fatigues  itfelf  to  death. 
Now,"  continued  Mr.  Simpkins,  addreffing  him- 
felf  to  the  boys,  *'  if  fuch  hardships  were  inflicted 
on  you,  if  you  were  dragged  about  fo,  and  had  your 
limbs  broke,  would  you  not  make  loud  complaints  ? 
Let  me  beg  of  you,  therefore,  Tom  and  Joe,  to  do 
as  you  would  be  done  by,  if  you  were  birds,  and  do 
not  treat  poor  things  in  that  manner,  who,  though 
they  cannot  fpeak  to  make  their  diftrefles  known  to 
us,  certainly  futrer  a  deal  of  pain  and  mifery." 

The  boys  promifed  thev  would  never  take  young 
birds  ;  but  defired  to  know  whether  they  might  not 
take  birds'  eggs  ?  The  farmer  replied,  No,  he  could 
but  (hoot  the  fpai  rows,  he  faid,  if  he  found  a  neccffity 
of  deftroving  them  to  preferve  his  corn  ;  and  this 
he  (hould  be  forry  to  do,  neither  would  he,  if  he 
could  have  them  frightened  away.  "  It  is  hard 
enough,  I  fometimes  think,"  continued  he,  "  for 
the  poor  things  to  be  driven  from  what  appears  a 
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tempting  feaft  to  them  :  but  this  \vc  farmers  muft 
do,  or  we  fliould  have  no  bread  to  cat  ourfelvcs,  nor 
any  corn  to  fupply  the  markets  with  ;  and  the  birds 
may  find  other  food,  fuch  as  plantain,  groundfd, 
and  berries  of  various  kinds ;  and  they  have  had 
wings  given  them  on  purpofe  that  they  may  fly  about 
and  rtek  ,t  . 

In  this  manner  the  good  farmer  and  his  wife  coiv- 
verfed,  till  thev  arrived  at  home  ;  when  Ihc  went  up 
flairs  and  pulled  off  her  heft  clnrh.es,  left  they  fhould 
get  damaged;  and  then  brought  down  her  hufband's 
every-day  coat,  and  put  his  Sunday's  coat  carefully 
by. 

It  has  been  mentioned,  that  Mrs.  Mills  made  great 
game  of  Mrs.  Simpkins's  manner  of  dreffing  ;  T  will 
therefore  defcribe  it,  and  then  my  readers  may 
judge  for  themfelves  who  appeared  the  moft  in  cha- 
racter for  the  wife  of  a  man  who  lived  on  a  //;•<-.// 
farm,  where  it  was  neceflary  to  make  the  moft  of 
every  thing,  in  order  to  get  forward  in  the  world,  and 
who  had  not,  either  by  birth  or  education,  any  claim 
to  gentility.  As  Mrs  Simpkins  had  lived  a  long  while 
with  Mrs.  Brown,  and  all  the  family  refpecled  her, 
and  approved  her  marriage,  they  refolved  to  treat  her 
with  her  wedding  garments ;  and  the  choice  of  her 
gown  was  left  to  herfelf ;  flie  therefore  fixed  upon  a 
neat  quaker  colour  (ilk  and  (VufF,  which  her  mif- 
trefs  bought  her  ;  and  atfo  a  white  ftufF  petticoat, 
quilted  in  fmall  diamonds.  The  gown  was  made 
with  robins,  and  laced  before  with  white  fatin  rib- 
bon, and  it  had  no  train. 

Mrs.  Bennet  infifted  on  making  the  cap  ;  and 
told  her  that",  as  (he  was  going  to  be  a  farmer's  wife, 
and  the  miftrefs  of  a  family,  ihe  might  drefs  a  little 
better  than  when  Ihe  was  a  maid-fervant  :  however, 
Kitty  entreated  that  it  might  not  be  too  dreffy,  as 
(he  thought  there  ought  to  be  a  difference  between 
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fuch  folks  as  fhe  and  the  topping  farmers  wives. 
Mrs  Bennet •accordingly  endeavoured  to  fuit  it  to 
her  taftc,  and  made  it  of  fine  lawn,  w.th  a  pretty  edg- 
ing and  a  fnug  crimped-wire  border,  and  trimmed 
it  with  white  ribbon,  pinned  on  in  very  exacl:  puffs, 
and  a  haw  before  and  behind  ;  it  had  affo  a  lappet 
trimmed  with  the  fame  edging,  which  went  behind 
the  ribbon,  and  came  a  little  below  the  ears,  but  no 
ribbon  ftreamers. 

Mrs.  Bennet  alfo  made  her  a  prefent  of  a  clear 
double  muflin  handkerchief,  with  a  narrow  w  or  Iced 
border,  a  pair  of.  robins  to  match  it,  and  a  clear  lawn 
apron. 

Mr.  Bennet  gave  her  a  neat  black  cloak  and  bonnet ; 
and  Mr.  Brown,  her  miitrefs's  fon,  bought  her  a  pair 
of  filver  buckles,  and  a  pair  of  white  filk  mittins. 

Thefe  things  Mrs.  Simpkins  was  married  in  ;  and 
they  were  her  heft  apparel  for  many  years;  and,  when 
put  on  with  exac^ncfs,  they  looked  altogether  very 
handtbme,  however  Mrs.  Mills  might  defpife  them. 

The  furniture  of  her  houfe  was  of  a  piece  with  her 
drefs  ;  but  that  I  (hall  have  occalion  to  defcribe  in 
another  place. 


CHAP.    VII. 

WHEN  the  family  fat  down  to  fupper  Roger 
Hicks  was  miffing  ;  and  on  inquiry  the  farmer  found 
fiom  Richard  Bruce,  that  Tom  Lang  and  Joe  Mar- 
tin had  been  playing  tricks  with  Roger,  till  they 
made  him  fo  angry  that  he  went  to  the  alehoufe  to 
get  out  of  the  way.  This  account  vexed  Mr.  Simp- 
kins  a  good  deal ;  and  he  told  the  boys  they  were 
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a  couple  of  boobies.  Their  only  excufe  was,  that 
Roger  was  foolifl),  and  they  could  not  help  laughing 
at  him. 

"  1  don't  know  what  you  call  foolifli,"  faid  the 
farmer.  "  He  may  talk  a  little  oddijb\  and  not  be 
fo  cute  as  you  are,  Tom  Lang  ;  but  1  am  furc  he  is 
as  good  natuicd  a  fdlow  as  ever  lived  HI  a  houfe, 
and  minds  his  work  as  well  ;  and  he  fhan't  be  tor- 
mented under  my  roof.  He  docs  juftice  both  by 
man  and  bead  :  and  if  he  has  the  fenfe  to  do  all 
that,  he  is  wiier  than  many  that  make  game  of  him. 
God  Almighty,"  continued  the  farmer,  "  has  made 
a  difference  among  mankind,  by  giving  fome  men 
more  wit,  and  fome  more  ftrength,  .md  fo  on,  that 
they  may  help  and  receive  help  from  one  another; 
and  not  for  them  to  ridicule  their  fellow- creatures. 
However  you  boys  may  pride  yourfelves  in  your 
fharpnefs,"  added  lie,  "  there  are  people  in  the  world 
who  are  a  hundred  and  a  hundred  times  cleverer 
than  either  of  you  :  therefore  let  us  have  no  more 
of  your  pranks.  If  Roger  comes  home  drunk,  the 
iin  will  partlv  lie  at  your  c'oor."  .^ 

Juft  as  hefpake  thefe  words,  Rogercame  daggering 
in,  to  the  gteat  concern  ot  the  faimer  and  all  thex  fa- 
mily ;  for  though  the  boys  could  have  found  in  their 
hearts  to  have  h?.d  fome  fun  with  him,  they  were  forry 
to  Ice  him  come  home  tipfy,  fearing  it  would  increafe 
their  matter's  anger  againft  them  :  but  he  was  pre- 
vented faying  any  more  10  them  immediately,  by  be- 
ing obliged  to  attend  to  Roger;  who,  as  foon  as  he 
fat  down  was  very  fick,  and  afterwards  fo  headftrcng, 
that  he  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  go  to  bed  ti'l  he 
had  fung  u  Sir  John  Barleycorn."  However,  at  lalt 
he  yielded :  and  as  the  fai  mer  did  not  like  to  go  to  reft 
till  he  had  compofed  himfelf,  inflead  of  faying  any 
more  to  the  boys,  he  faid  family  prayers  as  u.ual, 
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in  which  he  did  not  fail  to  implore  divine  grace  for 
the  government  of  the  temper. 

The  next  morning  Roger  awoke  with  the  head- 
ache, fo  that  lie  could  not  get  up  at  the  ufual  hour  to 
go  to  his  work.  When  the  reft  of  the  family  affeni- 
bled  at  breakfaft,  the  farmer  began  talking  to  the  boys 
again,  not  in  anger,  but  as  a  friend. 

tf  I  hope,"  faid  he,  ''  Tom  and  Joe,  you  are 
forry  for  carrying  your  jokes  fo  far  upon  Roger  ;  in- 
deed it  was  very  wrong  in  you.  Now,  poor  fellow, 
he  is  obliged  to  lie  in  bed  with  the  head-ache, 
while  my  work  is  neglected.  Suppofe  he  had  tum- 
bled into  a  pit,  and  been  killed,  or  come  to  any 
other  accident,  while  he  was  in  liquor,  would  not 
you  have  been  unhappy  all  your  lives?  Be  advifed 
by  me;  leave  off  that  foolifh  trick,  and  try  to  live 
in  peace  with  your  fellow-fervants,  inRead  of  driving 
them  into  fin." 

The  boys  promifed  to  obey  their  mafter,  and  alfo 
to  work  the  harder,  in  order  to  help  Roger  j  and  went 
out  with  Richard  Bruce. 

As  soon  as  Roger  heard  them  go,  he  got  up,  and 
came  down  flairs,  but  looked  very  foolifh.  Mrs. 
Simpkins  and  her  mother-in-law  pitied  him,  and 
refolved  not  to  fay  any  thing  about  his  frolic :  but 
his  mafter  thought  it  his  duty  to  fpeak  to  him,  and 
began  with  afking  .him  how  he  did  ?  To  which 
Roger  anfwered,  that  he  had  a  deadly  bad  head-ache. 
"  No  wonder,  indeed!"  faid  Mr.  Simpkins:  "I 
hope  it  will  be  a  warning  to  you,  Roger,  not  to  get 
drunk  any  more."  Roger  faid  he  did  not  think  he 
fhould  of  one  while  ;  but  any  man  might  be  over- 
come with  liquor  one  time  or  another  :  and  thofe 
who  drove  him  to  the  alehoufe  muft  anfwer  for  the 
fin  of  it. — "  For  their  own  fin,  Roger,"  replied  the 
farmer ;  "  but  not  for  yours.  You  have  fenfe  enough 
lo  know,  nay,  you  have  lately  heard  the  parfon  fay- 
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in  the  pulpit,  that  it  is  a  very  wrong  .thing  to  get 
iuddled  i  and  you  might  have  helped  doing  fo,  if  yoa 
would.  It  is  a  very  common  thing,"  continued  the 
farmer,  "  not  only  for  drunkards,  but  for  paffionare 
people,  to  comfort  themfclves  as  you  now  do,  th:it 
thofe  who  provoked  them  are  alone  to  blame ;  but 
they  are  very  much  miftaken.  A  per  foil  who  tries 
to  work  another  up  into  a  pafiion,  is  guilty  of  a  fin, 
•whether  he  fucceeds  or  not,  and  for  that  he  muil 
account:  but  the  perforr  who  •  fuflers  his  temper  to 
be  wrought  into  a  heat,  is  as  guilty  as  he,  becaufe 
God  has  commanded  that  wejhould  not  give  place  unto 
wrath:  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  what  HE  has 
made  our  duty,  he  will  give  us  ftrength  to  perform, 
if  we  try  to  do  fo.  He  that  isjlow  to  -wrath  (fays  the 
wife  king  Solomon)  is  better  than  the  mighty  ;  and  he 
that  ruleth  his  fpirit  than  he  that  taketh  a  city.  And 
the  apoftle  James  fays,  Let  every  one  bejlow  to  wrath. 
Think  of  thefe  things,  Roger,  and  be  upon  your 
guard  another  time :  and  let  me  advife  you  to  take 
no  notice  to  the  boys  of  what  has  pafled  ;  I  dare 
fay  they  will  not  teafe  you  any  more."  Roger  re- 
plied, that  they  deferved  a  good  batting  ;  and  he  had 
had  thoughts  of  giving  it  them:  however,  it  ihould 
be  as  his  matter  pleafed.  He  then  went  out  ;  and 
rinding  that  the  boys  had  taken  care  of  his  horfes, 
and  done  all  they  could  for  him,  he  came  into  a  good 
humour,  went  to. work,  and  the  air  entirely  cured  his 
head-ache. 


C  II  A  P.     VIII. 

MRS^SIMPKJNS  and  her  mother-in-law,  having 
done  their  buttling  work,  fat  down  in  the  afternoon, 
one  to  her  needle,  the  other  to  knitting;  when  ti; 
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foon  fell  into  converfation  concerning  the  vifit  to 
Mrs. Mills,  whom,  as  nobodv  was  by  but  her  mo- 
ther, Mrs.  Sitnpkins  ventured  to  blame  very  freely 
for  her  ill- management  in  refpect  to  the  farming 
bufinefs.  She  faid,  fhe  thought,  for  her  part,  thiit 
induflry  and  thrift  were  both  very  neceflary  for  far- 
mers wives,  and  for  all  people  who  wifhed  to  get 
forwanHn  the  world ;  and  that  is  was  very  wrong 
to  truft  entirely  to  fervants  ;  for  the  left  Jlorekeeper 
was  the  miftrefs's  eye.  Not  that  me  approved  of  ftin- 
ginefs;  for  fhe  thought  a  maxim  which  her  poor  dear 
mafter,  Mr.  Brown,  often  repeated,  was  a  very  good 
one  ;  Be  frugal^  that  you  may  be  generous  :  for  people 
who  fave  properly  have  more  to  give  than  thofe  who 
fuffer  wafte  and  extravagance  in  houfekeeping. 

"  Only  think,"  added  fhe,  "  what  a  difference  it 
would  make  at  the  year's  end,  fhould  a  number  of 
poultry  die  off,  our  hens  lay  away,  or  the  milk  and 
cream  be  flopped  about  in  the  dairy." 

"  Very  true,"  replied  her  mother:  but  you  have 
none  of  thefe  things  to  lay  to  your  charge  ;  nor,  I 
hope,  to  mine  cither." 

"  That  I  have  not!"  replied  the  daughter;  "  for 
I  believe  you  are  as  tender  over  the  poultry  as  if  they 
were  your  children." 

"  I  look  upon  them  as  my  children,"  faid  old  Mrs. 
Simpkins,  "  as  far  as  their  happinefs  goes.  Poor 
things!  many  of  them  will  have  \)\\\.Jkort  lives,  and 
I  fhould  be  forry  to  hinder  them  from  having  happy 
ones.  I  hardly  know  a  greater  pleafure  than  in  going 
early  of  a  morning  to  the  poultry-yard.  No  fooner 
do  the  creatures  hear  my  ftep,  than  a  cackling  and 
chirping  begins ;  and  when  I  open  the  gate,  it  is  very 
diverting  to  fee  tire  buftle.  To  be  fure  they  have 
not  much  manners,  for  they  fly  over  one  another's 
backs  to  be  firft  ferved ;  and  fometimes  get  upon  my 
head  and  {boulders." 

"It 
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"  It  is  very  droll,  indeed,"  replied  Mrs.  Simpkins; 
"  and,  I  think,  impioving  too  :  I  never  enter  the 
poultry-yard  of  a  morning  without  repeating  to  my- 
felf,  naturally  as  it  were,  part  of  a  hymn  which"  I 
learnt  at  the  chaiity-fchool  when  I  was  a  little  girl. 

"  The  bea/h,  and  fowls,  and  all  their  brood, 
Come  night  and  morning  for  their  food; 
The  hand  that  fcedeth  them  they  know, 
And  to  it  grateful  homage  Jbow. 

"  Shall  ChriJJians,  then,  the  hand  above 
Not  know,  who  daily  pours  down  love, 
Jlnd  blcjjings  from  his  boundlefsjlotes; 
Who  feeds  and  keeps  both  us  and  ours. 

*'  Let  man  and  wife,  each  little  one, 

And  jcrvant,  morn  and  evening,  join 

In  every  houfehold,  rich  and  poor,  ") 

Our  God  and  Father  to  adore, 

From  this  time  forth  for  evermore  /"  J 

Old  Mrs.  Simpkins  faid,  the  fight  of  them  was 
enough  to  bring  thofe  pretty  verfes  to  mind ;  and 
flie  thought  there  were  other  lefibns  befides  to  be 
learnt  in  a  poultry-yard.  "  Of  all  things,"  faid  fhe, 
"  I  admire  the  tendernefs  of  hens  for  their  chicks. 
It  were  well  if  all  mothers  who  call  themfelves 
Chriltians  would  take  pattern  by  them:  they  are 
never  idle,  but  always  doing  fomething  for  their  fa- 
milies. Don't  you  remember,  that  our  Saviour  com- 
pares his  love  for  the  Jews  to  that  of  a  hen  for  her 
young  ?  So  it  is  plain  we  ought  to  take  example 
from  the  creatures." 

"  I  fhould,"  faid  Mrs.  Simpkins,  "  think  it  a  fin 
to  take  their  young  till  the  time  comes  for  their  leav- 
ing them  to  fhift  for  themfelves :  neither  can  I  bear 
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to  fhut  fowls  up  a  fattening  where  they  can  fee  other 
fowis  at  liberty  ;  arid,  ns  for  cramming*  ^wrll  not  do 
it  if  1  never  fend  a  fowl  to  market,  ncr  \v,!I  I  ever 
eat  anv  but  l>arn  door  fowls  mvfelt.  1  am  fure  it 
grieves  nit  to  have  any  poultry  ki'!>  ('  ;  but  it  rn  rt  be 
fo,  for  the  world  w.  uki  !i  ,^  full  of  them  if  all  were 
fufFerod  to  live;  and,  hefnies  our  own  maintenance 
de  ends  in  foine  meaiure  on  the  k'li'mg  them ;  and 
inv  comfort  is,  that  they  are  dead  in  an  inibmt.  I 
can't  think  how  fome  folks  can  he  fo  hard-hearted  as 
to  cut  chickens  heads  oft'  without  hrft  wringing  their 
necks.  I  declare  1  have,  before  now,  leen  poor  crea- 
tures fluttering  their  wings,  in  feeming  agony,  half 
an  hour  after  they  had  Joft  their  heads.  How  bar- 
barous it  is  to  tcafe  poor  hens  by  making  them  hatch 
duck-eggs  !  I  am  fure  I  have  felt  a  great  deal  for 
hens  which  1  have  feen  in  diflrefs  on  this  account. 
Hens  leem  by  nature  to  be  very  fearful  ;  and  they 
have  many  enemies  to  dread,  hawks,  and  foxes,  and 
rats,  and  I  know  not  what :  it  is  therefore  very  cruel 
to  give  them  any  caufe  for  fear,  befides  what  is  natu- 
ral to  them." 

**  It  is  very  wrong,  in  tired  !"  faid  old  Mrs.  Simp- 
kins.  "  If  a  woman  would  but  thin*  what  fhe  fuf- 
fers  when  fhe  is  afraid  her  child  will  be  drowned,  {he 
could  not  put  a  hen  to  fuch  torture.  When  I  hear 
one  fcreaming  after  a  brood  of  ducklings,  I  cannot 
help  fancying  to  myfelf  that  Hie  is  perhaps  faying  in 
her  way,  "  Come  back,  my  dears,  come  back  :  you 
will  be  drowned  !  and  what  will  then  your  poor  mo- 
ther do  ?  Come  out  of  the  cold  element,  which  will 
freeze  and  benumb  your  tender  limbs,  and  let  me  ga- 
ther you  under  my  warm  wings.  Will  no  kind  goofe 
or  duck  fave  my  darlings  ?" 

**  Such  thoughts  will  come  into  the  heads  of  ten- 
der-hearted people,  mother,"  faid  the  daughter ;  "  but 
fome  folks  have  hearts  of  flint  towards  dumb  creatures: 

though 
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though  I  don't  think  that,  properly  fpeaking,  they  are 
quite  dumb:  for  it  you  mind,  birds  make  feveral 
kinds  of  noifes,  which  I  am  fure  fignify  different 
things;  for  you  know  that  a  fowl  will  give  notice, 
hy  a  particular  noife,  that  there  is  food  to  be  had. 
This  fets  the  whole  poultry-yard  in  motion.  An- 
other kind  of  noife  makes  each  biood  run  to  its  own 
mother.  The  matter-cock,  with  a  terrible  voice,  and 
a  threatening  look,  commands  the  others  to  keep  at 
adiftance?  and  then,  with  a  milder  note,  invites  his 
favourite  hens  to  come  and  eat  what  he  has  provided : 
and  the  hen,  by  a  particular  cackling,  which  we  have 
learnt  to  underfland,  gives  notice  when  ihe  has  laid 
an  egg." 

«*  Very- true,  Kitty  !  very  true  :"  replied  old  Mrs. 
Simpkins:  "many  a  dumb  beaft,  as  well  as  fowl, 
have  made  me  underftand  them,  as  well  as  if  they  could 
fpeak.  How  many  (lories  have  you  and  1  heard  about 
dogs  that  have  faved  their  matters'  lives  by  the  figns 
they  made,  and  their  barking  !" 

'*  Aye,  dogs  are  ufeful  creatures,  and  1  do  like 
them,"  faid  Kitty  :  "  and  yet  I  cannot  help  wiming 
to  have  them  kept  in  their  proper  places,  becaufethey 
make  fo  much  dirt.  'Tis  very  pleafmgto  have  them 
with  one  when  one  goes  a  walking  ;  but  I  think  a 
kennel,  or  a  warm  (table,  with  a  little  clean  ftraw, 
better  for  them  to  fleep  in  than  the  houfe ;  and  it 
is  all  the  fame  to  them  when  they  are  ufed  to  it 
from  the  firit.  I  am  fure  it  would  have  vexed  you  to 
have  feen  the  great  greyhounds  at  Mrs.  Mills's,  how 
they  ran  about  and  dirtied  the  chairs  and  the  floors. 
It  is  very  difheartening  when  a  woman,  whether 
maid  or  miftrefs,  has  fcrubbed  a  floor  till  her  arms 
ache,  to  have  a  beaft  run  all  over  it,  and  leave  the 
marks  of  four  feet  every  time  he  moves.  I  know  I 
have  felt  very  angry  when  vifitor*  came  in  with  dogs 
at  Mr.  Brown's ;  and  have  threatened  vengeance 

many 
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many  and  many  a  time;  hut  I  never  could  get  up 
my  heart  to  hurt  the  poor  beafh." 

"  It  would  he  cruel  to  hurt  them,"  faid  the  mother, 
"  for,  poor  things,  they  think  no  harm.  They  know 
nothing  ahnut  cleaning  of  floors,  or,  it  is  my  thought, 
they  would  fooner  lick  off"  the  dirt  they  make  with 
their  own  tongues,  than  vex  us  as  they  often  do,  for 
dogs  are  good-natured  creatures,  and  feem  to  love 
mankind,  ib  that  they  would  do  any  thing  they  could 
to  pleafe  us ;  aixl  they  ought  not  to  he  ufed  as  if  they 
plagued  us  out  of  fpite  ;  and  it  is  dreadfully  barbarous 
not  to  feed  them  well." 

"  So  it  is,"  replied  young  Mrs.  Simpkins ;  "-and 
yet  how  many  people  will  keep  dogs  who  can  hardly 
keep  their  families !  I  wonder  poor  folks,  who  know 
how  pinching  hunger  is,  have  not  more  feeling  than 
to  do  it.  What  ute  can  either  a  cat  or  dog  be  of  to 
thofe  who  have  empty  cupboards,  and  nothing  in  their 
houfes  worth  guarding  ?  It  would  be  more  charity  to 
kill  the  poor  beads  than  to  let  them  pine  away  in  lin- 
gering mifery." 

"  Now  you  talk  of  cats,  Kitty,"  faid  the  mother, 
"  only  think  what  they  are  made  to  fufFer  fometimes 
by  cruel  boys,  who  delight  in  hunting  and  worrying 
them.  1  can't  fee  what  pleafure  there  can  be  in  fear- 
ing poor  beafts  out  of  their  wits  :  I  wonder  how  any 
of  them  would  like  to  be  driven  along,  with  a  rabble 
rout  at  their  heels,  urging  a  parcel  of  dogs  to  tear 
them  limb  from  limb." 

"  It  is  my  opinion,"  faid  young  Mrs.  Simpkins, 
"  that  one  thing  that  makes  boys  fo  cruel  to  cats  is, 
a  notion  fome  of  them  take  in  their  heads  that  a  cat 
has  nine  lives:  now  this  is  very  nonfenfical :  for  how 
can  any  body  think  that  God  Almighty  would  give 
more  lives  to  one  creature  than  to  another,  for  no 
other  reafon  in  the  world  but  that  they  might  be  put 
to  death  over  and  over  again  ?  If  ever  J  have  chil- 
dren, 


dren,  I  will  endeavour  to  keep  them  from  fuch  out- 
of-the-way  fancies,  and  (hall  ter.ch  them  to  he  tender 
to  cats,  becaufe  they  are  fuch  ufrful  creatures  They 
fliall  not  ufe  them  as  Mrs.  Mills's  children  ufed  the 
poor  blind  kitten.*'  She  was  going  to  tell  how  this 
was,  when  her  hufband  entered  with  the  joyful  news 
that  the  red  cow  had  £Ot  a  fine  calf;  which  put  an 
end  to  the  humane  converfation  ot  thefe  worthy  wo- 
men, who  immediately  fet  about  preparing  fome  re- 
frelhment  for  the  poor  beaft. 


CHAP.    IX. 

THE  week  after  Mr.  Sinipkins  had  made  remarks 
on  the  hiftory  of  Noah's  flood,  he  employed  the 
ichoolmafter  of  the  village  to  copy  out  for  him,  in 
print-hand,  partly  in  red  and  partly  in  black  ink,  the 
Everlatling  covenant  with  man  and  beaft,  and  the 
Token  of  the  Covenant,  as  follow  : 

THECOVENANT. 

GoDjpake  unto  NOAH, 
and  to  his  /ons  with  bitn,  faying, 

AND     I,     BEHOLD     I,     ESTABLISH 

MY  COVENANT 

WITH  YOU,  AND 

WITH  YOUR  SEED  AFTER  YOU, 

AND  WITH  EVERY 

LIVING  CREATURE 

THAT     IS    WITH    YOU,    OF    THE 

FOWL,  OF  THE  CATTLE, 

AND  OF  EVERY    BEAST  OF  THE  EARTH  ' 
WITH  YOU. 

FROM 
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FROM    ALL    THAT    GO    OUT    OF    THE    ARK., 
TO    EVERY    BEAST    OF    THE    EARTH. 

AND 

I    WILL    ESTABLISH   MY   COVENANT    WITH    YOU: 

NEITHER  SHALL  ALL  FLESH  BE  CUT  OFF 

ANY    MORE    BY    THE    WATERS    OF    A    FLOOD; 

KEITHER  SHALL  THERE  ANY  MORE  BE  A   FLOOD 

TO    DESTROY    THE    EARTH. 

THE    TOKEN. 

And  GOD  fold, 

This  is  the   TOKEN   of  the  Covenant 

which  I  make  between  ME  and  YOU, 

and  every  LIVING  CREATURE  that  is  with  you, 

for  perpetual  generations : 

I    DO    SET    MY    BOW    IN    THE    CLOUD, 

and  it  fhall  be  for  a  TOKEN  of  a  COVENANT 
between  ME  and  the  EARTH. 

And  it  fhall  come  to  pafs, 
when  I  bring  a  Cloud  over  the  Earth,  that 

THE    BOW    SHALL    BE    SEEN     IN    THE    CLOUD; 

And  I  will  remember  my  Covenant 

which  is  between  ME  and  you, 

and  every  Living  Creature  of  all  flefh  ; 

and  the  waters  fhall  no  more  become  a  flood 

to  deftroy  all  flefh. 

AND   THE  BOW  SHALL  BE  SEEN  IN  THE  CLOUD; 

and  I  will  look  upon  it,  that  I  may  remember 
THE  EVERLASTING  COVENANT 

BETWEEN  GOD  AND  EVERY  LIVING  CREATURE 

of  all  flefh,  that  is  upon  the  Earth. 

C  Jnd 
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And  GODJnid  unto  Ncab, 

THIS    IS    THE 

TOKEN  OF  HIE  COVENANT, 

TVHICII   I  HAVE   ESTABLISHED   BETWEEN   MR 
AND    ALL    FLKSH    THAT    JS    UPON    THE    EARTH. 

Genefis  i  x .  8 —  1 7 , 

Thcfe  Mr.  Simpkins  parted  on  flieets  of  rtiff  pa- 
per like  almanacks,  and  put  borders  of  black  paper 
round  them.  They  were  brought  home  on  Saturday 
evening  ;  but  Mr.  Simpkins  did  not  hang  them  up 
immediately,  becaufe  he  wifhed  to  do  this  with  fomc 
folemnity,  left  his  family  fhould  read  them,  as  too 
many  other  good  things  are  read,  without  attention. 
On  thr  Sunday,  when  they  were  ail  aflembled  in  the 
parlour,  and  the  Bib'e  laid  on  the  table,  he  produced 
them  ;  and  addrcffing  himfelf  to  his  fervants,  faid, 
"  Look  here,  my  lads  ;  this  is  a  copy  of  the  covenant 
]  told  you  of;  the  EVERLASTING  COVENANT 
written  in  HEAVEN,  and  fealed with  the  RAINBOW." 
lie  then  read  it  over  diltindMy;  and  afterwards  re- 
minded them  of  the  hiftory  of  the  flood,  which  had 
been  before  read;  wherein  it  was  related  that  GOD, 
when  he  dertroyed  every  living  fubrtancc  that  was 
upon  the  face  pf  the  earth,  remembered  Noah  and 
every  living  thing  that  was  with  him  in  the  ark  ; 
the  hearts,  the  birds,  and  even  the  veiy  reptiles  that 
crawled  upon  the  earth. 

He  obferved  to  them  that  it  was  the  fins  of  men± 
and  not  of  brutes,  which  brought  dertruclion  upon 
the  earth  ;  and  added,  that  if  they  took  notice  of 
what  at  prefent  pafled  in  the  world,  they  would  fee 
men  wicked,  and  brutes  innocent ;  and  not  o.nly  fo, 
but  ready  to  render  us  any  fcrvice  in  their  power ; 
patiently  enduring,  for  our  benefit,  toil  and  labour, 

and 


and  contented  with  fuch  food  as  we  cannot  eat  our- 
felves. 

"  I  think,  mafter,"  faid  Richard  Bruce,  "  I  re- 
member reading,  in  the  propliecy  of  Jonah,  that  God 
fpared  the  city  of  Nineveh  for  the  fake  of  the  inno- 
cent children  and  the  cattle:  and  who  can  tell  but 
that  our  land  may  at  this  very  time  be  fpared  for  the 
fame  reafon  ?  God  knows  there  is  a  deal  ofwicked- 
nefs  in  it  !  I  think,  therefore,  we  fliould  not  abufe 
creatures,  for  whofe  fake,  partly,  a  wicked  city  was 
faved." 

"  Very  true,  Richard,"  faid  the  farmer :  "  and  the 
prophet  Jeremiah  tells  us,  that  when  the  land  mourncth, 
and  the  herbs  of  every  field  wither,  for  the  wickedncfs  of 
them  that  dwell  therein,  the  beajls  and  the  birds  are  con- 
fumed.  So  that  it  is  not  God  who  is  unmerciful  to 
the  brutes,  but  it  is  the  crueltyand  unmercifulnefs  of 
men  that  provoke  the  Almighty  to  curfe  the  land. 
We  cannot  think  that  a  juft  God  will  let  'prefump- 
tuous  fmners  go  on  for  ever  without  fending  Come 
judgment  to  puniih  them:  but  God. knows  how  far 
it  is  right  to  cut  them  off." 

Mr.  Simpkins  then  defired  Tom  Lang  to  try  to 
read  the  Covenant,  which  he  did  with  great  fatisfac- 
tion  ;  and  after  that  the  Token:  but  Joe  Martin 
could  only  read  words  of  one  fyllable.  The  fanner 
then  hung  them  up  in  the  parlour  ;  and  from  that 
time  made  it  a  rule  to  have  them  read  every  Sunday. 

Here  the  good  farmer  ended  his  lecture ;  for  he 
was.  afraid  of  faying  too  much  at  one  time,  left  his 
Servants  ihould  not  remember  it. 


C*  CHAP. 
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CHAP.     X. 

Farmer  Simpkins  afterwards  employed  the  fchcoi 
mailer  to  write  out  for  him,  in  large  print-hand, 

The  Golden  Rule. 

WHATSOEVER  YE  WOULD  THAT  MEN  SHOULD  DO 
UNTO  YOU,  DO  YE  EVEN   SO    UNTO  THEM. 

'The  Summary  of  the  Law  and  the  Prophets. 

THOU  SHALT  LOVE  THE  LORD  THY   GOD   WITH 

ALL  THY  HEART,  AND  WITH  ALL  THY  SOUL; 

AND  THY  NEIGHBOUR  AS  THYSELF. 

Thefe  were  hungup  in  the  kitchen  ;  and  the  farmer 
begged  his  family  would  endeavour  to  imprint  them 
on  their  hearts  fo  deeply  that  they  might  remain  to 
their  lives'  end.  The  Golden  Rule,  he  told  them, 
explains  itfelf ;  and  thofe  anfwers  in  the  church  ca- 
techifm  which  relate  to  our  duty  to  God  and  our 
neighbour,  fufficiently  explain  the  other.  He  recom- 
mended to  them  to  learn  thoie  anfwers  perfectly,  and 
examine  their  conduct  by  them. 

The  next  evening  after  Mr.  Simpkins  hung  up  the 
Everlaiting  Covenant,  he  had  got  his  family  about 
him,  and  was  advifing  them  to  fearch  the  fcriptures 
for  directions  how  to  a<5t ;  telling  them,  he  had  done 
fo  even  from  a  child,  and  found  the  comfort  and 
advantage  of  it  on  many  trying  occafions.  As  he 
fpake  the  laft  words,  Joe  Martin  called  out,  '*  I'll 
tell  mailer  of  you,  lorn!" — "  What's  the  rrtatter 
now?"  cried  the  farmer.  On  which  Roger  Hicks 
jeplied,  that  the  boys  had  been  wrangling  and  jang- 
ling all  day  :  and  Richard  Bruce  faid  that,  though 

Tom 
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Tom  was  a  good  boy  for  his  work,  and  he  never  fa\v 
him  ufe  the  cattle  ill,  he  muft  fay  he  had  a  foolifti 
way  of  teafing  his  tellow-fervants ;  and  one  day  or 
other  lie  would  get  his  trimmings  for  it. 

Mr.  Simpkins  faid  he  was  very  forry  to  hear  fuch 
things  of  him,  and  indeed  he  had  feen  a  little  of  it 
himlelf;  but  he  would  not  allow  it;  for  if  it  was 
wrong  to  ill-treat  the  creatures  below  us,  it  muft  be 
fo  to  be  unkind  to  our  equals.  He  added,  that  it 
was  pity  thofe  who  called  themfelves  Chriftians  would 
not  obferve  the  GOLDEN  RULE  of  their  divine  Lord 
and  Mafter  JESUS  CHRIST;  which  would  reftrain 
them  not  only  from  cruel  actions,  but  from  leafing, 
which  often  gave  as  much  pain  to  the  mind  as  blows 
to  the  body. 

Joe  Martin,  encouraged  by  his  mailer's  taking  his" 
part,  immediately  began  to  complain  that  Tom  had 
given  him  the  nick-names  of  Coward  and  Cowbeater, 
for  ftriking  Colley. 

**  Jt  certainly  was  a  cowardly  action,  Joe,"  faid 
Mr.  Simpkins,  *'  to  beat  and  abufe  an  innocent, 
harmlefs  beaft,  who  has  as  much  right  to  happinefs 
as  you  have,  and  who  lias  given  you  many  a  good 
meal :  but  I  hope  you  will  do  fo  no  more  ;  and  it  is 
not  Tom's  bufinefs  to  correct  you  :  neither  is  it  right 
for  fellow-fervants,  or  indeed  any  people,  to  call 
one  another  names;  for,  as  the  little  hymn-book 
fays, 

"  Hard  names  atfirft,  and  threatening  words, 

That  'are  but  noijy  breath^ 
Afay  grow  to  clubs  and  naked fivords, 

1o  murder  and  to  death" 

Flow  often  do  we  fee  great  quarrels  arife  from  a  word 

fpoken  in  jeft  !    Therefore,   my  lads,  let   me  advife 

you  to  agree  one  with  another;  it  will  make  your 

C  3  lives 


[    54     J 

Jives  pafs  as  hnppily  again. — Don't  be  fo  touchy, 
Joe  : — Ami  do  you,  Tom,  leave  off  working  him  up. 
When  he  is  in  a  good  humour,  endeavour  to  keep 
him  fo  ;  and  when  he  is  in  a  pafiion,  anfwer  him 
mildly,  far  a  foft  anfiver  turneth  away  wrath;  and 
he  who  wilfully  leads  another  into  iin,  makes  himfelf 
a  partner  in  his  guilt,  and  will  be  called  to  account 
for  fo  doing  at  the  great  judgment  day."  He  then  de- 
iired  the  boys  to  fhake  hands,~that  they  might  go  to 
bed  in  peace ;  and  he  begged  they  would  make  it  a 
rule,  never  to  let  the  fun  go  down  on  their  wrath  : 
"  For  if,"  faid  he,  "  you  give  way  to  anger,  fo  as  to 
go  to  bed  with  refentment  in  your  heart,  you  will  not 
be  fit  to  fay  your  prayers ;  and  God  will,  perhaps, 
leave  you  to  the  temptations  of  the  devil,  who  will 
lead  you  into  hatred,  malice,  and  revenge :  and  there 
is  no  knowing  what  wickednefs  you  may  commit. — 
The  bcft  way  is,"  continued  he,  "  when  a  perfon  finds 
himfelf  angry,  as  every  man  is  liable  to  be  fometimes, 
to  flee  the  occafion,  and  get  by  himfelf,  and  pray  to 
God  Almighty  to  enable  him  to  keep  his  anger 
within  jufl  bounds,  and  to  imitate  the  example  of  his 
blefled  Saviour.  To  enforce  this  advice,  Mr.  Simp- 
Juns  added  this  night,  to  the  ufual  family  devotions, 
a  prayer  which  Mr.  Brown  had  given  him,  for  a 
meek  and  quiet  temper ;  and  then,  with  a  mind  per- 
ieclly  ferene,  retired  to  reft  in  charity  with  all  man-" 
kind. 


CHAP.     XI. 

IN  a  fhort  time,  farmer  Mills  drove  his  wife  in  a 
one-horfe  chaife  to  fee  Mrs.  Simpkins;  for  though 
it  was  not  above  'two  miles,  Ihe  did  not  chufe  to 
\valk;  and  was  too  proud  to  ride  on  a  pillion.  As 
Mills  had  learnt  th;it  Mr.  Simpkins  was  not  fond  of 

drinking, 
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c!i  inking,  and  kept  no  better  liquor  than  ale,  he  pre- 
tended to  have  an  engagement  with  lomc  friends  at 
an  inn  in  the  market- town,  and  invited  Mr.  Simp- 
kins  to  go  along  with  him,  afluring  him  that  he 
would  meet  very  jovial  company  ;  but  the  good  far- 
mer thought  that  mould  he  go  once,  he  would  be 
expected  to  go  again  ;  therefore  begged  to  be  excufed  ; 
but  faid  that,  as  he  had  hufmefs  to  do  in  the  town,  if 
Mr.  Mills  would  give  him  a  caft  thither  he  fhoulct 
be  obliged  to  him:  accordingly  the  other  took  him- 
up  in  the  chaife,  and  drove  off;  telling  his  wife  that 
ihe  muft  get  home  on  foot,  for  he  could  not  fetcU 
her. 

Mr.  Simpkins  had  a  mbft  uncomfortable  ride  ;  for 
the  poor  horfe  was  fcarcely  able  to  move  with  the 
chaife  for  want  of  flrength  ;  and  had  been  bent  a!>;>ut 
and  left  in  his  hnrnefs  till  he  was  raw  in  fome  places ; 
yet  Mills  had  no  pity  on  him,  but  whipped  and  fwore 
at  him  all  the  way  ;  nay,  once  he  got  out  in  a  paf- 
fion,  and  beat  the  poor  bead:  about  the  head  with  the 
handle  of  his  whip,  and  quite  (tunned  him  ;  and  this 
only  becaufe  he  ftarted  and  ftumbled  a  little,  owing  to 
his  having  been  made,  by  cruel  treatment,  afraid  of 
his  own  (hadow. 

Mr.  Srmpkins  begged  and  entreated  that  "Mills 
would  have  mercy  ;  but  all  in  vain  ;  fo  was  glad  when 
he  got  to  his  journey's  end. 

After  having  difpatched  his  bufmefs,  he  returned 
home  in  one  of  his  own  carts,  which  went  to  carry 
fome  things  to  town.  When  he  came  thither,  he 
found  that  his  wife  was  gone  part  of  the  way  with 
her  gueft  ;  on  which  he  let  off  to  meet  her.  As  they 
walked  along,  he  told  her  of  Mills's  barbarity,  which 
ihocked  her  exceedingly;  and  (he  faid,  me  had  ra- 
ther walk  on  foofall  her  life,  than  fit  behind  a  horfe 
to  fee  it  tortured  in  that  manner.  As  for  Mr.  Simp- 
kins,  his  head  was  fo  full  of  the  fubjefr,  that  he 
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could  not  help  telling  his  family  of  Mills's  cruelty  ; 
Tincl  begged  none  of  them  would,  at  any  time  of  their 
lives,  do  fuch  things.  He  then  told  them,  that  on 
Sunday  he  would  read  the  hiftory  of  Balaam  and  his 
Afs ;  which  he  did  ;  and  all  parties  feemed  much  en- 
tertained with  it. 

««  I  think,"  faid  Roger  Hicks,  "  that  Balak  was 
very  wicked  in  wanting  to  curfe  a  whole  nation. 
Pray,  matter,  what  had  the  Ifraelites  done  to  provoke 
him  to  do  fo?" 

'*  Nothing  at  all,"  replied  the  farmer  ;  "  for  they 
had  been  commanded  not  to  moleft  the  Moabites  on 
account  of  Lot,  from  whom  they  defcended ;  but 
Balak  does  not  appear  to  have  known  this;  and  was 
afraid  they  would  overcome  his  people,  as  they  had 
done  other  nations :  and  1  have  read,  in  a  book  at 
Mr.  Brown's,  that  it  was  the  cuftom  among  heathens 
to  fend  for  conjurors  and  fuch  fort  of  people,  at  the 
beginning  of  a  war,  to  curfe  their  enemies  in  the 
name  of  their  falfe  gods,  in  hopes  that  thefe  idols 
would  help  their  worihippers ;  and  as  Balaam  was 
known  to  be  a  prophet  of  the  God  of  Ifrael,  Balak 
thought  that  if  he  could  bribe  hi.n  to  curfe  God's 
people,  their  own  God  would  deilroy  them." 

"  Blefs  me?"  fold  Mrs.  Simpkins,  '"what  ftrange 
notions  the  heathen  people  had  of  God  !  1  am  glad  I 
am  not  one  of  them.  But  yet  I  do  not  well  under- 
ftancl  what  Balaam's  iin  was,  iince  he  did  not  go  with- 
out God's  leave." 

"  His  fin,"  faid  Mr.  Simpkins,  "  as  the  book  I 
juft  fpo'ce  of  explained  it,  was  this  :  Balaam  went  to 
Moab  with  a  clefire  to  obtain  the  rewards  offered  by 
Balak  ;  ami  would  not  have  fcrupled  to  curfe  the 
people  o{  lliael,  if  God  had  wot  put  a.blefling  in  his 
mouth,  and  obliged  him  to  utter  it,  whether  he  liked 
it  or  not." 

•*  It  appears,"  faid  old  Mrs.  Simpkins,  «'  that  Ba- 
laam 
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laam  was  a  very  hard-hearted  man,  or  he  would  not 
have  ufed  his  poor  Afs  fo." 

"  Yes,"  replied  Mr.  Simpkins,  "  he  was  hard- 
hearted enough  ;  and  though  I  don't  love  to  caft  re- 
flections upon  a  neighbour,  I  muft  fay  farmer  Mills 
put  me  in  mind  of  him  the  other  day  ;  and  I  could 
not  help  wifliing  his  poor  horfe  was  able  to  fpeak  :  as 
he  was  not.  I  fpoke  for  him  as  well  as  I  could.  The 
fcripture  fays,  ivejhould  open  our  mouths  for  the  dumb" 

"  And  what  did  you  fay,  mafter?"  faid  Roger 
Hicks. 

"  I  told  him,"  anfwered  Mr.  Simpkins,  "  that 
the  bead  was  not  to  blame  for  ftarting,  for  he  no 
more  liked  to  be  frightened  than  we  did.  It  could 
be  no  more  pleafure  to  him  to  make  a  falfe  ftep,  than 
it  was  to  us ;  and  that  he  felt  more  pain  and  jar 
from  it  than  we.  1  begged  him  to  confider,  that 
while  he  enjoyed  an  eafy  feat  the  horfe  went  afoot ; 
that  perhaps  his  (hoe  pinched  him,  or  he  might  have 
trod  upon  a  (harp  flint,  or  a  loofe  ftone ;  that,  in 
fuch  a  cafe,  if  he  were  walking  he  might  ftumble 
too  ;  efpecially  if  he  was  at  the  fame  time  terrified 
out  of  his  wits  by  a  beadle,  or  fome  fuch  perfon,  fol- 
lowing him  with  a  whip,  while  his  own  hands  were 
tied  behind  him." 

"  What  could  farmer  Mills  fay  to  this  ?"  faid  Mrs. 
Simpkins.  • 

«*  He  faid,"  replied  the  farmer,  "  that  I  did  not 
underftand  driving  ;  and  that  it  would  plague  any 
one  to  fee  a  horfe  fo  fcolifh;  that  he  loved  a  beaft  of 
fpirit :"  but  I  could  not  help  thinking  he  was  the 
greateft  fool  of  the  two." 

"  Who  could  expert  fpirit  in  a  horfe  that  belonged 
to  him  r"  faid  Richard  Bruce  :  "flawing  and  beating 
will  tame  a  favage  beaft  \  and  when  we  add  hard  la- 
hour  to  this,  we  cannot  wonder  that  a  poor  dumb 
creature  wants  Ipirit."* 

"  Well !"  faid  Mr.  Simpkins,  "  let  us  leave  former 
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Mills  to  Got!  and  his  own  confcience ;  and,  fince  we 
think  thefe  things  wrong,  let  us  a£l  better.     If  at  any- 
time we  find  ourfelves  angry  with  a  heart  for  doing 
contrary  to  our  withes,   we  (hould  confider  that  he 
hns  not  tlie  gift  of  reafon  orfpcecb  ;  that  if  it  is  foolifh 
in  him  to  he  afraid,  our  folly  is  greater  than  his  if  we 
do  not  try  to  get  the  better  of  our  anger ;  that  there 
is  greater  room  to  hope  to  overcome  him  by  gentle- 
nefs  and  good  management  than  by  whips  and  fpurs  ; 
and,   above  all,  let  us  think  that  though  we  fee  ru> 
angel   in  our  way,  there  may  be  thoufands  that  are 
witncffes  of  our  conduct,  and  that  God  certainly  fees 
ns :  and  fmce  it  is  written  in  the  fcriptures  that  he 
once  interfered  in  favour  of  a  bead,  we  may  depend  on 
it  that  he  notes  our  treatment  of  dumb  creatures,  and 
regards  cruelty   to  them  as  a  fin  :  and  I  think  it  is 
worth  noticing,  that  this  beaft  was  an  Ajs ;  a  creature 
that,  of  .all  brutes,  is  in  thefe  davs  doomed  to  fuffer 
the  grcateft  harcHhtps,  though  our  Saviour  himfelf  has 
recommended  him  to  our  mercy,  by  mentioning  him 
as  an  obje£t  of  companion  ;  and  made  his  triumphant 
entrance  into  Jerusalem  riding  on  an  afs.     This  cir- 
currrftance,"  continued  Mr.  Simpkins,  **  I  think  en- 
titles the  afs  to  fome  degree  of  refpe£t  among  Chrif- 
tians;  but,  inflead  of  that,  you  will  fee  both  men 
and  boys  mocking  and   abuting  this  kind  of  beaft 
wherever  it   pafles.     One  would  take  fuch  folks  for 
the  fervants  of  the  very  fcribes  and  pharifees,  who, 
on  all  occafions,  infulted  our  LORD  ;  for  they  ap- 
pear to  be  inftigated  by  fecret  malice,  which  the  crea- 
ture himfelt   can  have  done  nothing  to  deferve." 

*'  I  have  feen  many  an  harmlefs  afs  abufed  in  my 
time,"  cried  Roger  Hicks.  "  There's  Will  Hill,  the 
chimney-fweeper,  deferves  to  have  his  bones  broke,  a 
little  footy  rafca! ;  not  content  with  making  the  beaft 
carry  him  and  his  foot  too,  he  never  mounts  the 
back  of  the  afs  but  he  beats  him  the  whole  tiine;  and 
not  only  fo,  but  gives  him  many  a  bang  when  he 
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ought  to  be  at  red,  merely  for  fport.     The  full  time 
1  catch  him  at  it  again,  I  will  make  him  remember  it." 

Tom  Lang  faid,  that  a  few  days  before,  he  had  met 
James  Fowler,  the  fandmnn,  driving  a  cart  with  two 
afles,  which  he  had  loaded  to  fo  unmerciful  a  degree, 
that  one  of  them  fell  down  dead ;  and  after  that  he 
attempted  to  make  the  other  go  on  by  himfelf ;  and 
he  fuppofed  would  have  killed  that  too,  had  not  he, 
according  to  his  matter's  orders,  taken  a  horfe  from 
his  own  cart  to  relieve  him. 

"  Wdll  !"  faid  Mr.  Simpkins,  "  unfeeling  people 
will  do  many  cruel  and  wonderful  things ;  but  depend 
on  it,  they  arefaners  in  the  fight  of  God  ;  and,  if 
they  do  not  repent,  will  be  judged  for  fuch  offences." 

"  I  have  heard  people,"  faid  Richurd  Bruce, 
"  make  game  of  the  hiftory  of  Balaam,  and  fay  if  is 
impoifible  a  heart  could  ever  fpeak." 

"  Wicked  people,"  anfweted  the  farmer,  "  will 
make  game  of  any  tiling  ;  but  they  don't  consider 
that  God  is  almighty  ^  and  therefore  all  things  are  pof- 
fible  to  him  :  for  ray  part,  i  firmly  believe  that  the 
afs  did  fpeak  cHftinft  words;  and  I  thin'.c  the  account 
of  his  doing  fo  is  put  in  the  Bible  on  purpofc  to  teach 
men  mercy  to  brutcsJ* 

"  What  a  wonderful  book  the  Bible  is  !"  faid  Mrs. 
.Simpkins  ;  I  am  fure  there  is  not  another  like  it  in 
the  woilcl:  it  teaches  perfons  in- all  ttations,  what 
they  ought  to  do  at  all  times." 

"  Very  truej"  anfwerrd  Mr.  Smipkins  ;  "  I  do 
not  believe  there  is  any  thing  we  have  occalion  to  do 
throughout  our  lives,  but  we  may  find  an  example  or 
a  precept  in  the  fcriptjtrcs  to  inftruct  us  how  to  adt. 
Let  us  therefore  praife  God  for  the  Welling  of  learn- 
ing to  read  them  ;  and  pray  to  him  for  grace  to  make  a 
right  ufe  of  this  knowledge."  He  then  defired  Mrs. 
Simpkins  to  join  with  him  in  one  of  Dr.  Watts's 
iSongs,  entitled,  "  Praife  to  God- for  learning  to  read-" 
-and  then  in  that  on  "  The  excellency  of  the  Bible-" 
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after  which,  he  added,  to  the  ufual  devotions,  the  col- 
ledl  of  the  church  for  the  fecond  Sunday  in  Advent. 

CHAP.  xn. 

ANOTHER  Sunday  Mr,  Simpkins  read  the  twenty- 
fourth  chapter  of  Genefis :  as  loon  as  he  had  finiftied 
it,  liis  wife  exprefled  herfclf  greatly  delighted  with 
the  tendernefs  of  Rebekah  towards  the  poor  camels, 
which  ihe  fuppofed  were  beafts  that  were  ufed  in 
thofe  days  inftead  of  horfes. 

Tom  Lang  begged  to  know  what  fort  of  creatures 
they  were  ;  on  which   Richard  Bruce  faid  he  once 
faw  a  camel  that  was  fhqwn  at  .a  fair  as  a  light ;  and 
defcribed  it  as  a  very  tall  beaft,  with  a  long  neck,  and 
Jong  legs,  and  two  bunches  on  its  back,  between  which 
its  loads  are  laid.     He  faid  that  the  man  who  Ihewed 
it,  told  him  a  carriel  would  travel  for  eight  days  toge- 
ther without  eating  any  thing  but  a  ball  of  pafte  each 
day  ;  and  go  for  four  or  five  <lays  without  drinking  ; 
and  that  one  hour's  relt  in  twenty-four  was  all  that 
was  allowed  him  on  a  journey,  over  deferts  of  fand, 
where  there  is  not  fo  much  as  a  tree  to  fhelter  them. 
Old  Mrs.  Simpkins  faid,  that  fhe  fuppofed  Abra- 
ham lived  in  that  country,   by  his  having  fo  many 
camels;  and  obfcrved,  that  it  muft  be  very  hard  work 
for  a  young  woman  to  draw  water  for  ten  large  beafts, 
which  would  drink  a  great  deal  at  a  time,  as  they 
drank  fo  feldom.     It  was  a  (ign,   fhe  faid,  that  Re- 
bekah was  tender-hearted,   or   fhe   would  not  have 
kept  on  drawing  till  they  were  fatisried. 

Mrs.  Simpkins  remarked,  that  Laban  was  alfo  very 
good  to  the  poor  beafts ;  for  though  he  had  got  a 
gueft  that  brought  gold,  and  filver,  and  jewels,  he  at- 
tended to  the  camels  in  the  firft  place ;  ungirded 
them,  and  gave  them  ftraw  and  provender  enough, 
before  he  fet  out  any  refreshment  for  Abraham's 
fteward,  and  the  men  who  were  with  him. 

The 
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The  farmer  replied,  that  it  was  certainly  right  to 
take  the  firft  care  of  creatures  which  could  not  take 
care  of  themfelves.  He  faid,  it  often  made  his  heart 
ache  to  fee  a  poor  beaft,  who  had  done  hard  work, 
and  borne  the  burthen  and  heat  of  the  day,  left  in 
harnefs,  and  neglected  to  be  fed,  while  a  cruel  driver 
fat  drinking  and  Tinging  at  an  alehoufe.  He  then 
gave  flricl;  orders  to  his  men  and  boys  to  take  care  that 
all  his  cattle  had  their  meat  in  due  feafon  ;  that  they 
ungirded  them  as  foon  as  their  labour  was  rimmed, 
and  gave  them  provender  enough  :  he  alfo  defired 
them  to  be  fure  and  lead  them  away  to  watering  ; 
which,  he  faid,  altogether  would  not  be  half  fo  much 
trouble  as  a  young  woman,  nay,  he  might  fay,  a 
young  lady,  had  ;aken  for  the  camels  of  a  frranger. 

Richard  Bruce  faid,  that  fmce  GOD  had  been 
pleafed  to  provide  food  for  all  forts  of  beafts,  he 
thought  men  had  no  right  to  withhold  it  from  them. 
He  obferved,  that  there  were  a  great  many  texts  of 
fcripture  that  mentioned  GOD'S  providence  to  differ- 
ent forts  of  creatures. 

"  Yes,"  "replied  Mr.  Simpkins,  "  King  David 
points  out  feveral  inflances  of  GOD'S  goodnefs  to 
them ;  and  I  remember  in  one  place  he  calls  GOD* 
the  preferver  of  M  AN  and  BEAST,  who  givetbfood  to  all 
FLESH  ;  and  in  another  he  fays,  that  GOD  fendeth 
fprings  into  the  vallies  that  run  among  the  hillsy  that  all 
the  bcajls  of  th^  field  may  drink  thereof ';  that  I  he  wild 
ajjes  may  quench  thiir  thirjl ;  and  that  the  fowls  of  the 
air  may  have  their  habitation  in  the  trees ,  noui  ;jhcd  by 
their  moijlure,  and  Jin g  among  the  branches  :  and  alfo, 
that  GOD  bringeth  forth  grajmfor  the  CATTLE,  as 
well  as  herb  for  the  j:>  vice  of  man." 

"  I  wonder  any  j  ecple  can  be  fo  filly."  faid  Ri- 
chard Bruce,  "  as  to  think  all  things  in  the  world 
were  made  for  MAN  only,  when  the  very  pfalm  you 
are  talking  of,  rm^cr,  tells  the  direct  contrary. 

*  Pfalm  xxxvi,  6.  Pfalm  civ. 

Does 
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Does  not  David  fay,  that  trees  are  partly  inaJc  that 
the  birds  may  build  their  ne/ls  ?  and  that,  as  for  the 
stork,  the  fir-  tree  is  her  hottfe  ?  And  not  only  fo,  but 
the  very  rocks  and/>/>£  hills,  which  men  cannot  climby 
are  a  refuse  for  wild  goats  and  comes. 

"  Nay,"  laid  the  farmer,  "  the  darknefs  of  the 
night  is  partly  ordained,  as  the  Pfalmifl  tells  us,  for 
the  -convenicncy  of  -wild  BEASTS  of  the  fireft,  that 
they  may  move  and  creep  forth  when  men  are  at  their 
reft,  and  fo  not  likely  to  be  terrified  by  them." 

"  When  I  faw  the  lion,  and  the  tiger,  and  the 
wolf,  and  the  leopard,  at  fair,"  laid  Richard  Bruce, 
lf  1  blefled  God  that  they  were  not  fo  plentiful  here 
as  our  flocks  and  herds ;  if  they  were,  I  know  not 
what  we  fhould  do." 

*'  Our  natural  courage,  and  their  dread  of  man- 
kind, would,  I  hope,  in  that  cafe,  come  to  our  aid, 
Richard,"  fa  id  the  former  :  "  but,  thanks  to  God 
Almighty's  providence,  which  ordained  every  thing 
for  the  heft,  vie  are  not  Hkely  to  be  put  to  the  trial. 
Thofe  creatures  which  are  of  moft  tife  to  us  are 
brought  within  our  reach  ;  and  thofe  v.  hich  would 
difturb  and  frighten  us  are  placed  at  a  diftance. 
The  moft  terrible  beafts  are  of  ufe  in  the  countries 
they  properly  belong  to,  as  I  have  read  in  a  book  of 
travels;  and  people  hunt  them  for  the  fake  of  their 
{kins  :  but  you  find  by  the  Pfalmift,  they  generally 
go  about  in  the  night ;  fo  that  man  may  purfue  his 
daily  work  in  fafety  ;  for,  when  the  fun  arijcth,  the 
lions  (and  other  beafts  too,  1  fuppofe)  who  go  roaring 
about  all  night,  anaUjfk  their  meat  from  GOD.! — when 
the  fun  arifeth,  1  fayj^.  the y  gc t  them  away  together,  and 
lay  them,  down  in  their  acns,  while  man  goeth  forth  to 
his  work,  and  to  his  labour,  until  the  evening.  Well 
might  David  fay,  0  LORD  !  how  manifold  are  thy 
works!  in  wifdom  hajl  thou  made  them  all:  the  EARTH 
is  full  of  thy  riches  :  and  /o  is  the  great  and  wide  fea 
a/fo,  whereon  aye  things  crrcp'tHg  innumerable,  both  fniall 
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and  great :   there  go  the  flips  ;  and  there  is  that  Levia- 
than, in'hom  then  hojl  made  to  take  his,  paflimc  therein  \ 
thefe  wait  all  upon  thee,  and  thou  givejl  them  their  meat 
in   due  fcafon  ;   that  thou  givejl  them  they  gather  ;   thou 
openejl  thine  hand,  and  they  are  filled  ivith  good" 
"  What  is  a"  Leftathan  ?"  ftid  Tom  Lang. 
"I    do   not -know,"   faid   Mr.  Simpkins ;    "but 
fome  great  creature  that  lives  in  the  fea,  without 
doubt." 

"  I  do  love  David's  pfalms,"  laid  Mrs.  Simpkins; 
"  while  they  are  reading  one's  heart  feels  his 
\vords:  what  he  fays  ftrems  fo  true,  that  1  could 
fancy  them  my  own  thoughts." 

"  Yes,  Kitty,"  faid  her  huiband,  "they  are  very 
delightful  ;  for  whether  one  is  in  joy  or  forrow,  dif- 
pofed  for  prayer  or  praife,  there  is  fomething  fuit- 
able  to  be  found  in. the  pfnlms.  And  I  think,  when 
they  are  well  fung,  they  are  quite  charming.  I  won- 
der pfalmody  is  fo  much  neglected,  for  I  know  no- 
thing that  helps  more  to  lift  the  thoughts  to  God." 

"  But  why,"  faid  Richard  Bruce,  "  did  David 
curfe  his  enemiej  fo?  After ' rending  in  the  New 
Teftament  that  we  fhoidd  love  our  enemies,  blefs,  and 
curfe  not  \  1  don't  know  how  to  repeat  thefe  curfes 
at  church." 

"  I  confider  them  in  quite  another  light,"  faid 
Mr.  Simpkins :  "  my  good  mafter,  Mr.  Brown,  told 
me,  that  they  were  meant  as  curfes  againft  thefe 
idolatrous  nations  who  prefumptuoufly  oppofed  GOD 
when  he  difplayed  his  miracles  in  the  world  ;  and 
that  David  pronounced  them  in  God's  name,  not 
his  own  :  as  king  ot  Ifrael  he  was  exprefsly  ap- 
pointed to  cut  thole  idolaters  off.  To  Chriftians 
thefe  curfes  are  no  more  than  admonitions  to  avoid 
thofe  crimes  which  provoked  divine  juftice  to  root 
the  heathens  out ;  and,  by  reading  the  pfalms  care- 
fully, you  will  eafily  difcover  what  thofe  crimes  were. 
It  would  be  very  wicked  in  us  to  denounce  thofe 
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eurfes  again  ft  our  private  enemies  ;  and  very  prefump- 
tuous  to  utter  them  againft  any  that  we  regard  as 
GOD'S  enemies  ;  hecaufe  we  liave  no  command,  we 
are  not  infpired  to  do  it,  as  David  was.  Therefore, 
Richard,  let  us  take  -warning  by  the  eurfes  ;  but  blejs 
and  love  our  enemies  like  Chrijiiansn  and  let  us  try  to 
imitate  the  goodnefs  of  God.  by  feeding  and  provid- 
ing for  every  living  creature  that  is  by  him  commit- 
ted to  our  care. 

CHAP.     XIII. 

IN  the  manner  above  related,  did  good  farmer 
Simpkins,  endeavour  to  improve  his  family,  and  re- 
gulate his  own  heart  ;"  and  the  firft  quarter  of  a  year 
foon  pa  fled  away.  AtChriftmas  'fquire  Harvey  came 
to  reftde  at  his  own  eftate,  the  repairs  of  his  houfe 
being  at  that  time  completed. 

'Squire  Harvey  was  a  very  worthy  gentleman  ;  and 
his  lady  was  extremely  humane  and  charitable.  The 
day  alter  Chriftmas-day  they  invited  a]  1  their  tenants  ; 
among  them  they  particularly  dtftmguiflied  farmer 
Simpkins  and  his  wife  ;  the  'fquire  admired  his  humi- 
lity and  ^ood  fenfe;  and  Mrs.  Harvey  was  charmed 
with  the  modefly  and  neatnefs  of  Mrs.  Simpkins; 
and  when  ihe  was  gone,  the  lady  remarked,  that  her 
drefs  was  perfe&ly  in  cbaraffer.  "  Really,"  faid 
Mrs.  Harvey,  "  fhe  made  a  very  refpei  able  appear- 
ance, fo  that  you  might  judge  her  to  be  the  miftrefs 
of  a  family,  and  a  very  reputable  perfon;  but  there 
was  no  attempt  at  fafhion  nnd  finery  as  in  the  wo- 
man who  lives  at.  the  other  little  farm  ;  (he  whom 
we  faw  the  other  day  in  a  one-horfe  chaiie. 

«*  You  mean,   1   fuppofe,   Mrs.  Mills,"   faid  the 


The  very  fame,"  replied  the  lady.  «*  It  is 
very  Grange  to  >-,»c,"  continued  Mrs.  Harvey,  "that 
women  will  ever  be  fo  lilly  as  to  dn.fs  above  their 
ftation  !  ii  they  did  but  know  how  ridiculous  it 

makes 
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makes  them  in  the  eyes  of  their  fuperiors,  and  how 
much  envy  it  creates  in  their  equals,  they  would  not 
do  it ;  for  I  imagine  it  is  chiefly  intended  to  give 
them  confequence  in  the  world;  whereas,  in  effect,  it 
takes  away  what  they  might  otherwife  claim  as  their 
due." 

*«  Very  true,"  replied  Tquire  Harvey  ;  "  Hut  when 
vanity  and  the  love  of  drefs  have  got  poffeffion  of  a 
female  heart,  who  can  driv  *  them  out  ?" 

"  I  own  it  is  a  hard  talk,"  replied  Mrs.  Harvey ; 
"  but  I  wifh  it  were  poffible  to  perfuade  the  lower  or- 
ders of  people  to  be  contented  with  fuitable  apparel ; 
it  would  fave  them  a  deal  of  uneaiinefs.  1  (hall  try 
what  can  be  done  with  the  children  when  we  hare 
Sunday  fchools  among  us ;  for  I  look  upon  it  as  a 
thing  of  real  importance  to  happinefs,  among  all 
ranks  of  people,  to  drefs  in  a  manner  becoming  their 
ftation  in  life.  The  extravagant  love  of  drefs  Ipoils 
numbers  of  good  fervants,  and  Keeps  a  lahouiing 
man  in  continual  diftrels.  A  girl,"  continued  the/ 
lady,  "  who  indulges  it,  is  liable  to  a  thouland  temp- 
tations i  and  if  (he  becomes  a  wife  involves  her  huf- 
band  in  debts,  which  embitter  his  days,  and  give  rife 
to  perpetual  bickerings  and  wranglings  between  them, 
which  would  never  have  happened,  would  fhe  have 
been  contented  with  luch  clothes  as  his  circumftances 
could  afford." 

"  I  am  afraid,"  faid  'fquire  Harvey,  "  that  if  you 
give  your  people  advice  on  the  fubjedt,  they  will  only 
think  you  do  it  out  of  jealoufy." 

"  1  hope  they  will  not  be  fo  fooltih,"  anfwered 
Mrs.  Harvey,  *'  as  1  have  nothing  but  their  intereft 
and  happinefs  in  view  :  I  only  wifh  to  lelTen  their 
wants,  which  they  increafe  to  no  purpofe.  Bat  I 
think  the  bell  way  will  be  to  get  Mrs.  Simpkins  to 
talk  to  them  ;  Hie  is  a  pat.ern  of  propriety  and  neat- 
nefs.  1  (hould  much  like  to  fee  her  at  her  own  houfe  ; 
and  will  afk  Mrs.  Williams  to  go  with  me." 

The  next  day  Mrs.  Harvey  lent  to  requeft  Mrs. 

Williams 
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WiKiams  to  go  with  her  in  the  coach,  and  fhe  readily 
complied  with  the  invitation. 

Mr.  Williams  was  the  clergyman  of  the  parifh, 
whom  Tcjuire  Harvey  had  lately  prcfcntcd  to  the  vi- 
carage :  he  and  his  lady  were  both  moft  excellent 
people  :  to  fum  up  their  characleis  in  one  word,  they 
were  Chrijtiarrs  indeed. 

This  worthy  divine  had  already  refolved  to  confider 
his  parifhioners  as  his  children,  as  far  as  related  to 
their  eternal  falvation,  and  the  relief  of  thofe  worldly 
neceffities  which  his  charitable  offices  could  extend.to. 
Both  he  and  Mrs.  Williams  were  therefore  exceed- 
ingly pleafed  to  hear  there  was  fuch  a  good  farmer 
and  his  wife  in  the  village. 

When  the  ladies  arrived  at  Mrs.  Simpkins's  they 
found  her,  like  a  notable  dame  as  (he  was,  uking- 
care  of  a  poor  little  calf;  which,  being  now  old" 
enough,  fhe  was  weaning  from  its  mother,  with 
a  view  to  the  bringing  it  up.  Mrs.  Simpkins  was 
rather  furprifed  at  feeing  a  coach  flop,  and  two  ladfes 
alight  from  it :  however,  as  her  confcience  told  her 
flie  was  doing  her  duty,  fhe  did  not  flurry  herfelf 
about  being  in  her  working  drefs;  neither  did  fhe 
make  apologies,  as  if  (he  thought  they  were  coming 
to  make  a  vifit  to  her  as  their  equal,  but  very  civilly 
fliewed  them  into  the  parlour,  and  faid  {he  would 
lighfa  fire  in-  a  minute;  but  they  in  lifted  on  fitting^ 
down  in  the  kitchen,  which  was  very  neat  ;  and  they 
feated  themfelves.  Mrs.  Simpkins  faid  flie  would: 
wait  on  them  in  a  minute ;  for  H»e  could  not  be  eafy 
without  giving  Tom  Lang  a  great  charge  to  drive  the 
cows  fo  far  from  home  that  Hie  might  not  hear  the 
lowing  of  the  calf ;  for  (he  faid  it  would  be  teafing 
them  both  fadly  to  keep  them  near  together :  neither 
could  flie  bear  to  hear  their  moanings.  She  then 
ran  up  flairs,  and  tied  on  a  white  upron,  and  waited 
on  the  ladies,  to  know  if  they  would  accept  of  any 
refreshment  her  houfe  afforded;  but  they  laid,  that 
the  greateft  treat  (he  could  give  them  would  be 


to  (hew  them  her  houfe.  To  this  fhe  with  great 
pleafure  confented,  and  the  ladies  were  highly  enter- 
tained, as  I  ms;ke  no  doubt  my  readers  will  he,  with 
the  description  which  I  lhall  give  them  in  the  follow- 
ing chapter. 


CHAP.     XIV. 

THE  houfe  confiftedof  a  very  commodious  kitchen, 
with  a  good  pantry  and  waih-houfe  adjoining,  and  a 
delightful  dairy.  There  was  alfo  a  neat,  middle- 
fized  parlour,  four  bedchambers,  and  two  garrets, 
with  very  convenient  clofets. 

In  the  kitchen  was  an  open  chimney,  which  ad- 
mitted of  two  forms,  one  on  each  fide  ;  on  thefe  the 
men  and  boys  fat  very  comfortably  of  a  winter's 
evening,  and  ate  their  bread  and  cheefe,  while  they 
liftened  to  the  converfation  which  pafTed  at  an  oaken 
table,  round  which  were  ufually  placed  the  farmer, 
his  wife,  and  mother. 

Two  iron  dogs,  (as  they  are  called,)  with  bright 
knobs,  ferved  to  keep  a  comfortable  wood-fire  toge- 
ther. The  chimney-piece  was  ornamented  with  a 
brafs  peftle  and  mortar,  and  fume  candlefticks  of  the 
fame  metal  ;  and  over  thefe  hung  the  bafting-ladle, 
&c.  all  which  bore  additional  witnefs  to  the  neatnefs 
of  the  houfewife:  as  it  was  Chriftmas-time,  the 
chimney-piece  was  likewife  adorned  with  holly,  &c. 
all  thefe  were  fet  off'  by  white  corners,  and  a  neat  red 
hearth.  On  one  fide  of  the  kitchen  was  a  deal 
drefler,  on  which  was  fpread  a  cloth  as  white  as 
fnow  ;  above  it  were  (helves,  furnished  with  pewter 
difhes  and  plates,  which  vied  with  filver  for  bright^ 
nefs  ;  and  beneath  it  flood  a  copper  porridge-pot  and 
^  few  faucc-pans,  which,  though  they  had  been 
bought  fecond-hand,  looked  as  if  jull  new  out  of  the 
brazier's  (hop. 

In  another  part  were  fhelves  for  earthen  di  flies,  and 
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the  bjfons  which  were  in  common  ufe.  The  chairs 
were  of  deal,  with  rufli  bottoms,  and  one  of  them 
had  elbows  to  it ;  this  was  intended  for  the  matter  of 
the  family,  that  he  might  be  diltinguifhed  from  his 
domeftics.  The  floor  was  paved  with  large  tiles, 
which  were  kept  as  neat  as  poflible  ;  fattened  to  the 
ceiling  was  a  bacon-rack  ;  and  near  the  wiiulow  hung 
two  cages,  in  which  were  the  birds  Mrs.  Simpkins  had 
brought  from  Mrs.  Mills's ;  they  foon  got  well  with 
the  kind  treatment  they  met  with,  and  lung  delight-' 
fully.  There  was  alfo  in  the  kitchen  a  wooden  fcreen, 
which  ferved  in  winter  as  a  flicker  from  the  cold 
air  that  blew  in  when  the  door  was  left  open,  as  it 
was  frequently  obliged  to  be,  and  which  the  farmer 
feared  would  give  his  mother  the  rheumatifm.  The 
walls  and  ceiling  were  nicely  whitewafhed  ;  but  Mrs. 
Simpkins  had  a  great  diflike  to  wh'te  walls,  and 
had  delired  her  hufband  to  buy  her  a  few  coloured 
prints,  which  he  readily  did.  As  my  readers  may  be 
curious  to  know  the  iubjecSls  he  fixed  upon,  I  will 
inform  them. 

The  tiril  of  them  was  a  print  reprefenting  our  Sa- 
viour's humility,  and  the  }  ope's  pride  ;  over  this  he 
hung  the  Golden  Rule,  and  the  lummary  of  the  law 
and  the  prophets.  On  one  iule  of  it  was  a  very  droll 
print,  called  the  ha.  py  marriage  ;  and  on  the  other,  a 
dialogue  entitled  Death  and  the  Lady,  with  the  print 
to  it.  There  was  another  print  entitled  Keep  within 
Compais;  and  one  reprefenting  a  mifer  raking  gold 
together,  and  a  fpendthiift  throwing  it  about.  Mr. 
Simpkins  had  alfo  bought,  to  pafte  up  among  them, 
the  t'Vay  to  Wealth,  taken  from  Poor  Richard's  Alma- 
nack. Intermixed  with  thefe  were  a  variety  of  paint- 
ed ftars,  fuch  as  boys  put  upon  kites,  which  had  been 
given  to  Mr.  Simpidns  by  his  ichool-fellows,  and 
which  he  had  carefully  preferved. 

Mrs.  Haivey  and  Mrs.  Williams  were  exceedingly 
entertained  with  the  prints,  and  thought  them  very 
edify  inc. 

,     b  Mrs. 


Mrs.  Simpkins  then  ll.cwed  the  ladies  her  dairy, 
and  even  her  pigdies.  It  is  unnecefiary  to  defcribe 
the  former,  any  farther  than  hy  faying,  that  every 
xitenfil  in  it  was  as  neat  as  poffible ;  and  that  the 
milk,  cream,  and  butter,  had  a  moft  inviting  appear- 
ance :  but  as  it  may  feem  odd  that  (he  mould  exhibit 
her  pigtlies,  I  muft  inform  my  readers  that  they  were 
clean  beyond  any  idea  that  can  be  formed  from  the 
appearance  of  pigllies  in  general,  for  they  were  paved, 
and  warned  down  every  day. 

As  the  coldnefs  of  the  weather  made  it  difagree- 
able  to  be  long  together  in  the  open  air,  the  ladies 
wi(hed  to  return  into  the  houfe  ;  and,  having  warm- 
ed themfelves,  they  proceeded  to  view  the  other 
apartments. 

Mrs.  Simpkins  took  them  into  her  parlour,  which 
was  a  very  pleafant  one  in  fummer,  for  it  had  two 
large  cafement  windows,  that  looked  into  a  delight- 
ful garden,  which  abounded  with  fruit  and  flowers : 
juft  withoutfide  thefe  windows  grew  a  honeyfuckle, 
a  fweetbi  iar,  a  rofe  tree,  and  a  jeflamine.  The  cur- 
tains were  fmall  red  and  white  check,  which  drew 
upon  rods,  and  hung  down  in  the  day-time  juft  be- 
low the  frames.  In  the  chimney  was  a  very  neat 
pair  of  dogs,  with  brafs  knobs,  and  fire-irons  to 
match :  the  infide  of  the  fireplace  was  let  with 
Dutch  tiles,  on  which  were  defcribed  a  variety  of 
fcripture  hiltories ;  and  in  the  fireplace  was  a  large 
jar  with  boughs  of  holly,  ivy,  &c.  Under  the  win- 
dow ftood  a  large  oaken  table,  which  was  polifhed 
like  a  looking  glafs,  that  hung  over  it ;  and  on  the 
other  fide  was  a  cane  couch,  with  cufhions  of  patch- 
work, made  ont  of  bits  Mrs.  Simpkins  had  fevved 
together,  and  joined  whilft  (he  was  a  fervant ;  there 
were  alfo  fix  chairs  of  the  fame  kind. 

In  one  corner  was  a  cupboard ;  in  this  were  rang- 
ed, in  exa£l  order,  twelve  beautiful  delft  plates,  fome 
diihes,  a  few  bafons,  and  likewife  a  fet  of  blue  and 
white  china  tea-things,  which  had  been  given  to 
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Mrs.  Simpkins  on  her  marriage  :  alfo  twoglafs  mugs, 
and  a  few  drinking-glafles.  In  the  oppollte  corner 
was  a  Dutch  cuckoo-clock  :  the  top  of  the  cupboard 
was  ornamented  with  plafter  images,  painted;  thefe 
were  bought  of  a  man  that  travelled  the  country  ; 
and  on  the  mantle-fhelf  were  jars,  and  a  pair  of  par- 
rots of  the  fame  fort.  Over  the  chimney-piece,  in  a 
black  frame,  hung  a  print  of  the  King  and  Queen, 
and  all  the  Royal  Family,  in  fome  parts  adorned  with 
gold  and  coloured  frolt,  to  imitate  precious  Hones  -  I 
will  not  take  upon  myfelf  to  fay  that  the  faces  in  this 
print  were  exa£t  11  enefles ;  but  it  ferved  at  once  to 
teftify  and  keep  alive  the  loyalty  which  glowed  in  the 
breaft  of  our  worthy  farmer  ;  who  declared,  that  it  did 
his  heart  good  to  look;  at  their  majefties,  and  all  their 
royal  offspring. 

At  the  fide  of  the  room,  oppofite  to  the  window, 
hung  the  EVERLASTING  COVENANT,  and  the  TO- 
KEN OF  THE  COVENANT;  between  which,  in  a 
neat  frame  and  glafs,  was  a  fampler,  which  Mrs. 
Simpkins  had  wrought  at  the  charity-fchool ;  the 
bolton  and  filks  having  been  given  her  by  her  god- 
mother :  it  was  a  very  pretty  one,  and  worked  with 
fuch  exa£tnefs,  that  it  was  difficult  to  tell  the  wrong 
fide  from  the  right. 

All  round  it  wasj^^>rderof  true  darning  in  fquares ; 
at  the  top  a  large  ^alphabet  in  common- hi  aid,  and 
another  of  eyelet  holes ;  then  a  row  of  figures  :  next 
to  them  followed  thefe  texts  of  fcripture  in  one- 
thread  braid. 

' '  Favour  is  deceitful,  and  beauty  is  vain  ;  but  a  wo- 
man thatfeareth  the  Lord  Jhe Jhall  bepraljcd" 

"  Blejffed  are  the  meek,  for  they  Jhall  inherit  the 
earth." 

"  EleJJedare  the  peace-makers,  for  they  Jhall  be  called 
the  children  of  God" 

Then  followed  in  eyelet-holes : 

"  Katherlne  Sparks  wrought  this  fampler  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  174.8,  aged  10  years." 

By 


Bv  way  of  concluiion  was  added  this  verfe  from 
Dr.  Watts's  fongs : 

"  T'hanks  to  my  friends  for  their  care  in  my  breeding, 

H/ho  taught  me  betimes  to  love  working  and  reading" 

As  this  fampler  was  not  fo  long  as  the  Covenant, 
Mrs.  Simpkirts  wrought  a  fmallcr  one,  at  her  leifure 
hours,   to  hang  under  it;  containing  the  following 
verfe,  with  a  border  fomething  like  wheat-ears : 
41   God  freed  the  Plough 
And  Dairy  too" 

On  each  fide  of  the  Covenant  was  hung  a  frho  1- 
piecc,  written  by  Mr.  Simpkins  when  at  fchool,  and 
curioufly  flourished  by  his  matter:  one  contained  our 
Saviour's  Golden  Rule  :  and  the  other  our  dutv  to 
God  and  our  neighbour,  in  verfe,  from  Dr.  Watts'* 
fongs. 

There  were,  befides,  four  little  prints,  reprefenting 
a  hay-field,  a  harveft-field,  Iheep  /hearing,  and  a 
farm-yard. 

The  beft  chamber  was  much  in  the  fame  ftyle  with 
the  parlour.  -The  bed  was  green  harrateen,  the  win- 
dow-curtains white  linen.  On  the  bed  was  a  very 
pretty  patch-work  quilt ;  which,- as  well  as  other  things 
in  the  houfe,  had  been  Mrs.  Simpkins's  mother's,  who 
died  a  little  after  Mr.  Brown.  Here  was  no  toilet,  as 
at  Mrs.  Mills's,  but  a  little  table,  covered  with  a  nap- 
kin ;  on  which  flood- a  fmall  fw^3g  glafs,  and  a  pin- 
culhion-box,  ornamented  with  fpiit-iufhes,  and  pieces 
of  coloured  filks.  There  was  alfo  a  neat  wainfcot 
chett  of  drawers  and  two  chairs,  which,  with  two 
ilools,  completed  the  furniture  of  the  room,  except- 
ing the  prints,  which  chiefly  confifted  of  fubje&s  taken 
from  the  hiftory  of  our  Saviour.  The  other  apart- 
ments were  furnifhed  plain  and  neat ;  but  contained 
nothing  deferving  of  a  particular  defcription. 

Mrs.  Harvey  and  Mrs.  Williams  juftly  extolled 
the  neatnefs  of  the  houfe,  and  faid  that,  if  it  would 
not  hinder  hufinefs,  they  would  fit  half  an  hour ;  as 
old  Mrs.  Simpkins  had,  while  they  were  viewing  the 
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different  places,  removed  the  holly  and  lighted  a  fire 
in  the  parlour.  Mrs.  Simpkins  affured  the  ladies  her 
mother  could  do  all  that  was  wanted,  and  that  (he 
{hould  be  very  proud  of  the  honour.  She  then  brought 
out  a  nice  little  white-bread  cake  and  a  pat  of  butter, 
and  exprefled  her  concern  that  (he  had  no  wine,  but 
hoped  Ihe  {hould  be  able  to  make  fome  the  next  year. 
The  ladies  faid,  that  if  (he  had  had  wine  they  mould 
not  have  drank  any,  but  begged  fhe  would  indulge 
them  with  a  little  milk  ;  this  The  immediately  fetched 
in  one  of  her  glafs  mugs ;  after  which  the  ladies  de-* 
fired  her  to  be  feated,  and  Mrs.  Harvey  told  her  (he 
had  a  favour  to  beg,  which  was,  that  (he  would  dif- 
pofe  of  five  guineas  for  her  among  the  poor  women 
of  the  village :  and  told  her  that  (he  {hould  herfelf 
look  in  upon  them,  and  fee  if  they  made  a  proper  ufe 
of  it;  and  Mrs.  Williams  faid,  that  (he  intended  to^ 
vifit  them  alfo,  as  foon  as  (he  was  fettled  in  her  houfe : 
in  the  mean  time,  if  Mrs.  Simpkins  (hould  meet 
with  any  particular  inftance  of  diftrefs,  (he  begged 
to  be  made  acquainted  with  it. 

Having  finifhed  the  bufinefs  they  came  about,  the 
ladies  took  leave,  and  returned  home,  charmed  with 
the  delightful  view  they  had  had  of  rural  fimplicity  ; 
and  Mrs.  Simpkins  purfued  her  work,  pleafed  to  find 
fuch  good  ladies  thought  her  worthy  of  their  notice. 

w 

CHAP.    XV. 

WHEN  Mr.  Simpkins  came  home,  his  wife  told 
him  of  the  benefaction  that  had  been  left  with  her ; 
and  they  both  agreed  that  it  would  be  beft  to  diftri- 
bute  it  that  very  afternoon,  as  the  weather  was  cold, 
and  therefore  moft  likely  the  poor  people  were  in  great 
diftrefs.  Mrs.  Simpkins  and  her  mother  got  dinner 
immediately,  and  fet  out  directly,  after  leaving  the 
farmer  to  keep  houfe,  who  faid  he  {hould  take  the 
opportunity  of  writing  a  letter  to  his  old  friend  Dick 

Howe  ; 
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Howe  ;  which  he  did,   and  gave  him  an  account  ot 
his  happy  fituation,  and  his  marriage  with  Kitty. 

Jn  the  couife  of  their  ramble  the  mother  and 
daughter  faw  a  variety  of  fcenes  of  diftrefs,  and  re- 
joiced many  hearts  by  the  feafonable  relief  which  the 
'fquire's  lady  had  enabled  them  to  beftow ;  the  thoughts 
of  which  afforded  them  io  much  fatisfuclion,  that, 
though  they  returned  a  good  deal  fatigued,  they  did 
r.ot  at  all  grudge  the  trouble,  but  were  thankful  to 
God  for  making  them  inftrumental  to  the  comfort  of 
their  indigent  neighbours,  whofe  mifcry  had  fo  moved 
the  heart  of  Mrs.  Simpkins,  that  (he  could  not  help 
expreffing  to  her  hufband  a  wifli  that  flie  could  make 
an  addition  to  Mrs.  Harvey's  donation. 

The  good  farmer  told  her  this  was  a  charitable 
wim,  and  God  would  accept  the  will  for  the  deed; 
and  he  hoped  (he  would  not  make  heifelf  uneafy  at 
not  having  money  to  beftow,  iince  Providence  had 
ordered  it  otherwife,  and  it  was  her  duty  to  fubmit, 
and  be  contented  with  all  the  circumftances  of  her 
condition  :  befules,  he  faid,  fhe  might  have  opportu- 
nities of  doing  as  much  good  among  her  poorer 
neighbours  as  if  (lie  had  money  to  give  them  :  *'  for 
GOD,"  faid  he,  "  knows  every  one's  wants  and  fees 
into  every  one's  heart ;  and  as  our  good  mailer,  Mr. 
Brown,  ufed  to  fay,  *  The  wretched  and  the  cbaritablr 
generally  find  one  another  out  at  proper  times :'  fo  that 
you  have  nothing  to  do,  my  dear  Kitty,"  continued 
the  farmer,  "  but  to  keep  yourfelf  tlifpofed  for  cha- 
ritable actions ;  and  there  is  no  doubt  God  will  give 
you  occafions  of  pra&ifmg  them." 

Mrs  Simpkins  faid  all  this  was  very  true ;  yet  (lie 
fhould  not  be  rightly  cafy  till  flie  could  contribute  her 
own  mite  to  the  relief  of  mifery  ;  and  before  (he  def- 
ied her  eyes,  (he  prayed  in  fccret  to  God,  who  feetli 
in  fecret,  befeeching  him  to  grant  her  the  means  of 
helping  her  poor  neighbours.  It  immediately  occur- 
red to  her,  that  (he  might  eafily  afford  to  make  a  little 
caudle  for  a  lying-in  woman;  that  /he  could  fpare 
D  fome 
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fome  fkimmecl  milk  for  fome  ftarving  children  ;  that 
if  fhe  favecl  the  pot-liquor  when  (he  boiled  a  leg  of 
pork,  or  a  leg  of  mutton,  it  would  with  a  few  pea*, 
make  fome  tolerable  foup.  This  plan  made  her 
quite  eafy,  and  fhc  went  into  a  comfortable  fleep ; 
and  the  very  next  morning  began  putting  it  in  exe- 
cution, and  from  that  time  became  a  benefaftrcfs  to 
the  neighbourhood  in  many  refpedls. 

Old  Mrs.  Simpkins  was  occupied  with  the  fame 
thoughts ;  but  not  being  a  houfekeeper,  and  having 
no  money  but  what  her  good  fon  gave  her,  flie  did 
not  know  what  to  do ;  at  lait  fhe  refolved  to  beftow 
fome  good  advice,  which,  (he  obferved,  many  of  her 
neighbours  fteod  in  need  of;  and  which  her  experi- 
ence in  a  ftate  of  poverty  qualified  her  to  give;  and 
alfo  to  do  fome  odd  jobs  of  fewing  or  knitting  for 
them  when  fhe  had  time. 

In  two  days  thefe  worthy  women  went  out  again 
to  fee  the  effects  of  Mrs.  Harvey's  bounty,  that  they 
might  give  an  account  of  their  ftewardfhip. 

Old  Mrs.  Simpkins  had  ebferved  in  the  village  fhe 
lived  in  before,  that  there  was  a  great  deal  of  felfifh- 
nefs  and  want  of  charity  among  the  poor  women  in 
general.  If  a  gift  of  coals,  bread,  or  clothes,  was  to 
be  distributed,  they  were  ready  to  tear  each  other  to 
pieces  to  obtain  the  preference.  If  private  benefac- 
tions were  beftowed  upon  particular  perfons,  thofe 
perfons  immediately  became  objects  of  envy;  then 
you  would  hear  fuch  railing  againft  them  as  was 
quite  (hocking;  and  every  fault  that  could  be  re- 
membered for  years  back  was  brought  out  againft 
them,  and  reports  fpread  to  their  difadvantage,  in 
hopes  that  their  benefactors  would  be  deterred  from 
beftowing  any  more  favours  upon  them.  She  ob- 
ierved,  with  concern,  that  the  fame  fpirit  prevailed 
in  this  village  alfo;  fhe  therefore  took  a  deal  of 
pains  to  perfuade  her  poor  neighbours  to  be  more  ge- 
nerous. She  told  them  that  fhe  was  very  fure,  if 
they  would  be  induftrious,  cleanly,  and  good-hu- 
moured. 
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moured,  fo  as  to  make  home  comfortable  to  their 
hufbands — if  they  would  bring  up  their  children  in 
the  fear  of  God,  and  help  one  another  to  the  utmoft 
of  their  power,  they  would  not  want  half  fo  much 
affiftance  from  the  parifh,  or  the  rich,  as  they  gene- 
rally did. 

To  this  the  women  ufually  replied,  that  they  were 
as  good  as  their  betters,  and  that  God  did  not  ex- 
pect charity  from  poor  folks.  The  good  old  woman 
allowed  that  poor  people  could  not  bellow  like  the 
rich ;  but  (he  infifted  that  they  often  could,  and 
fhould,  give  a/ms,  and  appealed  to  their  own  con(ci- 
cnces,  whether  it  was  not  frequently  in  their  powtr 
to  fpare  a  halfpenny  or  a  farthing.  This  they  could 
not  deny:  Well  then,  me  would  fay,  if  all  the  poor 
in  the  village  would  fpare  a  halfpenny  when  they 
could  afford  it,  a  loaf,  or  fome  other  thing,  might  be 
purchafed  for  a  poor  wretch,  who,"  at  that  time,  had 
not  a  farthing  to  keep  him  from  ftarving.  A  day 
might  come,  (he  faid,  when  each  of  thefc  perfons 
might  (tand  in  need  of  the  fame  afliilance,  when  by 
the  lame  means  he  might  receive  a  loaf  paid  for  be- 
forehand, for  the  fmall  price  of  a  halfpenny. 

Old  Mrs.  Simpkins  alfo  obferved,  that  poor  wo- 
men might  help  one  another  in  many  other  ways — 
by  fitting  up  of  nights  with  the  fick,  fweeping  their 
rooms,  letting  their  great  girls  look  after  a  child  for 
a  fick  neighbour,  or  fending  a  boy  of  errands  for 
them,  or  any  other  thing  which  thefe  diftreffed  peo- 
ple could  not  do  for  themfelves  :  in  return  tor  which 
they  might  juftly  claim  help  from  them  in  time  of 
need.  She  added,  that  her  hufband  often  faid  the 
poor  were  God's  family  in  a  very  particular  manner ; 
but  that,  if  they  expected  he  mould  treat  them  as  his 
children,  they  muft  endeavour  to'  live  as  fuch,  and  to 
be  affectionate  to  their  brethren,  and  not  to  wilh  to 
bite  and  devour  one  anotlaer,  and  uourifh  fpite  and 
envy  in  their  hearts  againll  them.  She  faid  aho, 
that  flic  had  lived  many  vears  in  the  world,  and  couici 
D  2  lay 
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•tay  with  king  David,  "  I  have  been  young,  and  now  am 
9 Id,  yet  did  1  never  fee  the  ughtcow  foi  fakcn,  and  heir 
feed  begging  bread:"  that  is  to  fav,  obliged  to  /,  kt  up 
the  trade  of  a  beggar  to  gain  a  livclihwd  :  thout!1  .  to 
be  fure,  the  belt  people  might  Comet  ii-nes  he  minced 
to  great  {traits,  in  order  to  try  their  patience  and 
truft  in  God;  but  it  always  happened  that  relief  and 
comfort  came  to  them,  and  fometimes  in  a  very  un- 
expedled  manner;  of  which  (he  could  name  many 
inftances.  The  worthy  woman  therefore  entreated 
the  poor  people  to  be  kindly  affectionate  one  to  ano- 
ther ;  not  merely  with  felrifh  views,  but  for  Chrill's 
iake,  who  would  regaid  the  meaneft  offices  done  to 
their  fellow-chriftians,  in  obedience  to  his  com- 
mands, and  in  imitation  of  his  example,  as  done  to 
Jhkiifeif.  Thefe  perfuafions  were  feconded  by  Mrs. 
.Simpkins ;  and  many  women  attended  to  the  good 
advice  which  was  given  them,  and  found  the  happy 
«ffe£U  oi  it,  for  they  were  beloved  by  their  neigh- 
tours,  and  their  own  conferences  told  them  they 
were  approved  by  God :  but  others  kept  on  grum- 
bling and  murmuring  at  every  thing  that  went  bcfide 
them,  by  which  means  they  were  defpifed  by  their 
equals,  and  negle&ed  by  their  fuperiors ;  and  the 
evils  of  poverty  fell  with  greater  weight  upon  them, 
as  they  had  neither  the  hle-flings  of  God  to  remove 
them,  nor  the  benevolence  of  mankind  to  lighten  them. 
Mr.  Sunpkins  took,  equal  pains  with  the  men  in  the 
village,  and  excited  them  to  many  good  n*Stions:  he 
alfo  employed  as  great  a  number  of  them  as  he  could 
without  extravoguiice,  arnl  gave  the  preference  to 
thole  who  were  kmdeft  to  their 


CHAP.     XVI. 

readers  will  doubtlefs  be  curious  to  know  in 
what  manner  the  good  farmer  and  his  familv  palled 
the  Cbriflinas  holidays^  I  ihall  therefore  remind  them 

that 
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rhat  Mr.  Simpkins  had  been  fully  inftruc"red  by  the 
worthy  clergyman,  \vhofe  name  has  fo  frequently 
appeared  in  this  hiftory,  in  every  part  of  Chnftiaiv 
doiStrine  and  practice  that  was  level  to  his  capacity ; 
among  other  things,  he  taught  him  to  confider 
Chiifimas  not  as  a  feafon  of  licentious  riot,  hut  as  a 
time  fet  apart  for  the  enjoyment'  of  innocent  fefti- 
vity.  and  the  cultivation  of  Chriftian  hofpitality  ;  irv 
which  the  hufbandman  might  relax  from  his  ufual 
labours,  and  give  up- his  mind  to  decent  merriment. 
Agreeably  to  this  idea  of  Ghriftmas,  Mr.  Simpkins 
allowed  his  men  and  boys  to  go  in  turns  to  fee  their 
friends  ;  and  he,  his  wife,,  and  his  mother,  made  little 
excurfions  to  the  village  they  formerly  lived  in,  and- 
alfo  vifited,  and  received  vifits  from,  their  new  neigh- 
bours ;  and  all  were  regaled  with  mince-pies  and  other 
good  cheer,  and  amufed  themlelves  with  many  a 
merry  fong  and  diverting  ftory :  but  Mr.  Simpkins 
and  his  family  declined  card-plaving,  as  they  were 
not  {killed  in  any  game,  and  thought  cards  rather 
difturbed  hofpitality  than  promoted  it.  On  this  ac- 
count Mr.  and-  Mrs  Mills  were  not  among  the- 
number  of  their  vititors,  neither  did  they  receive  any. 
invitation  from  them. 

Chnftmas-day  itfelf  was  patted  in  a  different  man- 
ner from  the  reft  of  the  holidays;  for  Mr.  Simpkin* 
had  been  taught  to  regard  it  as  a  great  folemnity, 
and  would  not  willingly  have  mifled  obferving  it  re- 
ligioufly  on  any  account.  Before  they  went  to 
church  he  read  to  his  family  the  hiftory  of  our  Lord's 
birth,  as  recorded  by  St.  Matthew  and  St.  Luke, 
and  defired  them  to  take  particular  notice  of  that 
part  which  related  to  the  angels  appearing  to  the 
ihepherds,  and  then  tell  him,  whether,  if  'they  had 
been  thofe  fhephcrds,  they  fhould,  inftead  offeeking 
for  the  SAVIOUR,  as  the  angels  directed  them,  have 
lent  for  a  fiddler  to  play  to  them — have  fat  down  to 
cards — or  gone  to  an  al  houie  to  get  drunk? 

They  aU.  aufwered,  that  it  would  have  been  very 
D  3  improper 


improper  to  do  fo.     "  Well  then,"  faid  tlie  farmer* 
"  it  cannot  he  right  for  us  to  pra&ife  thofc  things 
on  the  day  that  is  appointed  by  our  church  for  the 
commemoration  of  our  Saviour's  birth  ;  for  you  may 
ohferve  that  the  angel   faid,  Behold  I  bring  you  good 
tidings  of  great  joy,  which  Jhall  be   to  ALL  PEOPLE  ; 
therefore  people  are  concerned  to  fcek  their   Saviour 
r.s  the  fhepherds  did.     He  is  not  now  to  be  found  in 
Bethlehem,    but  we  may  find  him   in  Heaven :  the 
fccriptuies  will  direct  our  hearts  to  him,  and  there 
we  may  read  the  great  things  which  came  to  pafs.     I 
beg,"  added   he,  "that  you  will  attend  with  great 
devotion  to  both  the  prayers  and  fermon  at  church." 
Richard  Bruce   faid  he  thought  it  very  right  to 
fpend  Chtiftmas-day  in  that  manner,  but  he  wimed 
to  know  which  was  the  very  day  of  ChrifVs  nati- 
vity.    Mr.  Simpkins  replied  that,  provided  they  kept 
one  day,  it  was  not  at  all  material  whether  they  ob- 
ierved  the  exa&  day  or  not,  for  all  days  are  the  fame 
in  the  fight  of  our  great  Redeemer;  "  and,  indeed," 
laid  he,  "  Chrift  has  not  abfolutely  enjoined  us  to 
keep  any  day,  but  left  our  own  reafon  to  direct  us  in 
this  particular:  yet  there  is  no  doubt  but  he  will  be 
pleafcd  with  our  commemoration  of  his  birth,  as  it 
naturally  leads  us  to  thankfulnefs  for  the  benefits  we 
derive  from  it." 

On  this  day  the  good  farmer,  his  wife,  and  mother, 
and  Richard  Bruce,  received  the  facrament  of  the 
Lord's  Supper;  and  in  the  evening,  he  read  in  Nel- 
fon  on  the  Feafls  and  Fafts ;  after  which  he  and  his 
wife  fung  an  hymn  fuitable  to  the  day  ;  he  then  took 
leave  of  Roger  Hicks  and  Tom  Lang,  who  were  to 
have  the  firft  holidays,  and  begged  they  would  not 
difgrace  that  holy  feafon  by  any  improper  words  and 
aclions,  but  to  be  merry  and  wife. 

It  has  already  been  related  that  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Simpkins  received  an  invitation  to  dine  at  'fquire 
Harvey's  the  day  after  Chriftmai-day,  and  that  Mrs. 
Harvey  and  Mrs.  Williams  paid  a  vifit  at  the  farm, 

and 
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and  left  a  donation  for  the  poor.  A  few  days  after 
this  was  diflributed  they  called  again,  and  were  fo 
well  pleafed  with  the  account  they  received,  as  to 
cdelire  Mrs.  Simpkins  would  go  with  them  in  the 
coach,  to  point  out  the  moft  deferving  objects,  to 
whom  they  would  diftribute  the  fame  fum  with  their 
own  hands.  Mrs.  Simpkins,  though  not  in  her  bed 
clothes,  was  very  neatly  drefled,  and  expreflod  her 
r«adinefs  to  go,  but  faid  Hie  could  very  well  walk  ; 
this  the  ladies  would  not  allow;  fo  fhe  flopped  into 
the  coach,  and  the  whole  party  were  received  with 
great  joy  by  their  poor  neighbours.  The  ladies 
returned  home  perfectly  fatished  with  their  excur- 
fion,  and  left  Mrs.  Simpkins  at  her  own  houfc  :  (he 
was  happy  in  the  reflexion  that  the  miferies  of  her 
poor  neighbours  met  with  fuch  feafonable  relief; 
and  her  mother  was  a  partaker  of  her  joy. 

Thofe  good  women  did  not  confine  their  benevo- 
lence to  their  own  fpecies ;  all  the  time  the  fevere 
cold  lafted  they  d.d  every  thing  that  could  comfort 
and  defend  their  poulty,  nurfed  up  their  little  calves 
with  great  tendemefs,  and  faw  that  the  boys  fed  the 
cows  regularly  :  they  alto  fcattered  crumbs  and  grain 
for  the  flocks  of  birds,  which  hunger  drove  to  feek 
their  charitable  affiftance;  among  thefe  were  two 
redbreafts,  which  particularly  engaged  Mrs.  Simp- 
kins's  attention.  Thefe  pretty  creaiures  came  every 
day,  and  foon  were  fo  tame  as  to  enter  the  room  and 
feed  out  of  her  hand ;  and  when  every  other  kind  of 
bird  was  filetit,  would  fmg  fo  fwettly  that  it  was  quite 
delightful  to  hear  them:  but  at  laft  it  happened  that 
one  was  miffing,  and  when  the  other  appeared  it  did 
not  ftay  to  be  led  and  fmg  as  ufual,  but  flew  away 
as  if  difappointed  at  not  rinding  its  mate.  Mrs. 
Simpkiro  was  'alarmed  at  this  circumftance,  ami 
thought  lome  accident  had  happened  ;  (he  therefore 
retolved  to  go  in  fearcli  of*he  loft  bird  as  loon  as  rtie 
could  fpare  half  an  hour:  but  this  (he  could  not  do 
till  the  afternoon;  when  to  her  grief,  ftie  found  in 
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the  garden  the  poor  little  creature  in  a  bird- trap, 
where  ihe  lay  fqwezed  to  death  by  a  brick  that  had 
fallen  on  her.  Mrs.  Simpkins  carried  it  into  the 
liouie,  and  as  foon  as  the  family  aflembled,  produced 
it,  and  defired  to  know  which  of  them  had  occafiont-d 
its  death.  Tom  Lang  con fe (Ted  that  he  had  fet  the 
trap  for  birds,  but  \\5th  no  defign  to  catch  poor 
Robin;  for  he  knew  it  was  unlucky  to  kill  red- 
breafts,  becaufe  tke  Robin  and  the  Wren  are  God  Al- 
jnighty's  cock  and  hen. 

"  I  rever  could  find  out  for  what  reafon  they  were 
called  fo,"  faid  Mr.  Simpkins;  "  but  for  my  part, 
I  regard  every  bird  that  Hies  as  GOD  ALM'GHTY'S 
cock  or  hen.  God  made  them  ;  and  we  read  in  the 
Teftament,  that  not  a  Jparrew  falls  to  the  ground  but 
tur  heavenly  Father  knsu/s  it :  and  therefore  it  is,  and 
ever  Ihall  be,  a  rule  with  me  not  to  kill  any  bird 
vmlefs  1  find  a  neceflity  for  doing  fo,  in  order  to  pre- 
ferve  my  corn,  and  other  things,  for  the  benefit  of 
man  and  beaft;  and  as  for  fetting  traps  to  catch  them,. 
or  torturing  them  in  any  other  way,  I  would  not  do 
it;  nor  will  I  fuffer  it  to  be  done  by  any  belonging 
to  me:  no;  while  they  live  let  them  fly  about  in 
the  open  air,  build  their  nclts,  rear  their  young,  and 
be  as  happy  as  their  Makerdefigned  them  to  be." 
Mrs.  Simpkins  was  very  angry,  and  told  Tom  he 
ought  to  be  punifhed  for  fo  cruel  an  action  :  but  he 
promifed  to  let  no  more  traps,  and  was  forgiven  ; 
though  not  without  many  injunctions  to  keep  his 
promifes,  attended  with  many  lamentations  for  the  lufs 
of  poor  Robin.  "  No  wonder  her  mate  would  not  eat 
his  breakfaft,  faid  old  Mrs.  Simpkins;  *'  poor  thing! 
he  has  gone  forrowing  about  ail  day ;  I  dare  fay  we 
ihall  have  no  more  of  his  fmging  for  one  while." 
Tom  Lang  kept  his  word,  and  never  fet  any  more 
traps  ;  but  he  often  made  his  miftrefs  angry  by  his 
unlucky  tricks;  amongft  which  was  that  of  blacking 
the  ceilings  and  walls  of  the  oulhoufes  with  the 
fmoke  of  a  candle  ;  a  filly  cuftom  that  many  bovs 
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aie  addi&ccTto.  She  fakl  me  wondered  they  could' 
talce  delight  in  making  places  look  fo  filthy  ;  and  the 
farmer  declared,  that  whoever  did  it  at  his  houfe 
fhould  white-wafli  the  place  himfelf  after  his  day's- 
work,  was  clone. 

Another  circumftance  happened,  during  the-  (hoot- 
ing feafon,  which  vexed  Mrs.Simpkins  a  good  deal. 
She  was  waiving  with  her  hufband  through  a  held, 
where  they  found  a  whole  covey  of  young  partridges 
ftarved  to  death  in  -their  neft ;  they  heard  afterwards 
Roger  Hicks  had  fet  a  fnare  and  caught  the  old  one. 
Mr.  Simpkins  was  greatly  difpleafed,  and  told  Ro- 
ger he  defpifed  a  poacher  at  his  heart;  Roger  faid 
he  faw  no  harm  in  poaching,  for  he  thought  poor  men  > 
had  as  much  right  to  game  as  rich  ones. 

"  In  former  days,  Roger,"  faid  the  farmer,  "  this 
might  he  the  cafe  j  hut  if  a- man -lives  under  ago-- 
vernment,  he  is  bound  to  obey  its  laws;  and  you 
know  there  are  Jaws  in  refpedi  to  killing  of  game, 
and  therefore  we  fhould  keep  thofe  among  the  reft. 

"  Properly  fpeaking,"  continued  he,  '*-!  do  think 
it  is  the- farmer's  bufmefs  to  kill  the  game,  for  he  is 
likely  to  be  a  fufrerer  by  the  birds;  but  if  gen- 
tlemen will  take  the  trouble  of  deftroying  them  for 
us,  wit-h.  all  my  heart;  I  am  not  fo  fond  of  killing 
as  to  grudge  them  the  plcafure,  and  they  are  welcome 
to  eat  the  game  after  they  have  done;  for,  in  my 
opinion,  a  good  leg  of  boiled  poik  and  a  barn-door 
fowl,  is  worth  ail  the  partridges  and  pheafants  in  the 
kingdom;  don't  you  think  fo,  Roger?" 

Roger  replied,  that,  to  own  the  truth,  it  was  not 
for  the  fake  of  eating  the  birds;  but  he  did  not  J ike 
to  be  put  upon. 

**  Then  you  ac~l  from  fpitefulnefs  and  pride,"  faid 
the  farmer:  never  give  way  to  thefe ;  for  they  will 
anfwer  no  purpofe  in  life,  Roger,  but  to  vex  your- 
fclf.  Depend  upon  it  gentlemen  will  not  care  for- 
your  anger;  and  if  they  catch  you  poaching,  they 
will  ma..e  you  fufYer  for  it.  Inttead  of  rnursv.unng 
D  becaufe  • 
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becaufe  one  law  in  the  convolution  is  not  to   your 
mind,   think  how  many  excellent  ones  there  are  to   . 
defend  the  pcrfon  and  properties  of  the  lovveft  peo- 
ple in  the  kingdom.     Remember  that   a  gentleman 
cannot   kill  you  without   forfeiting   his  own    life : 
but    I   have    been    told,    that    in    fome    countries 
many  a   poor  man  is  killed,  and  no  account  taken  of 
him,   becaufe  they  have  not  fuch  good  laws  as  we 
have:  and  I   have  heard  that  all  the  poorer  people 
are  flaves,  while  we  are  free-born  Englifhmen.     So 
let  the  gentlemen  fhoot  away.     Poor  fouls  !  many  of 
them  wonld  fit  and  lounge  about  till  they  died,   if 
the  plcafurc  of  the  field  did  not  invite  them  abroad. 
Confuler,  Roger,  that  we  countrymen  enjoy  the  fields 
all  the  year  round  ;  and  are,   in  general,  healthy  and 
cheerful  ;  while  many  of  thofe  above  us  are  dying 
with  gout  and  vapours.     The  partridges  and  phea- 
fants  mud  be  deftroyed,   becaufe  they  would  other- 
w.fe  diflrefs  us,  by  devouring  the  fruits  of,  our  la- 
bour: and  we  might  be  obliged  to  lofe  many  a  day's 
work   in   hunting  them.     Let  us,  therefore,  quietly 
yield  the  game  to  the  higher  ranks  of  people,  and  re- 
joice   that    foinething   will    bring    them    abroad.     I 
dare  fay,  Roger,"   continued  the  farmer,    "  that- you 
would   not    wifh   any     man   to    lie    fick   a    bed    for 
a   month  or  two,   merely  to  give  you  an  opportunity 
of  killing  a  few  birds  and  hares,  which  you  fct  no 
value   upon :    therefore,    if  you    find    yourfelf  hurt 
when  you    fee  gentlemen   fhooting-,  or  courting,   or 
hunting,  think  to  -youifelf  they  are  doing  it  for  their 
health." 

Roger  did  not  much  rclifli  this  do&rine;  but  faid 
lie  was  forry  for  the  poor  little  birds  that  had  been 
ftarved  in  their  nefls,  and  would  leave  off  fetting 
fnares. 

CHAP.     XVII. 

AFTER  the  Chriftmas  holidays  were  over,  all  par- 
ties returned  to  their  different  occupations,  which 

they 
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they  puifued  with  great  indullry ;  and  when  the 
fpring  came  on,  Mr.  Simpkins  had  the  happinefs  of 
feeing  his  grafs  grow  very  thick,  and  every  kind  of 
grain  and  ropts,  which  he  had  fown  and  planted, 
fpringing  forth  in  a  moft  promising  manner.  His 
live-flock  was  alfo  increafed  by  the  addition  of  two 
calves,  eight  lambs,  twenty-two  pigs,  and  a  con- 
fiderable  number  of  poultry. 

It  is  impoffible  to  defcribe  with  what  gratitude 
and  thankfulnefs  the  good  farmer,  his  wife,  and 
mother,  received  the  numerous  bleflings  which  were 
{howered  down  upon  them  by  the  bountiful  provi- 
dence of  God:  their  zeal  in -his  fervice  increafed; 
and  they  delighted,  more  than  ever,  in  keeping  his 
Sjbhaths,  in  felting  a  good  example,  and  in  teach- 
ing their  houfchold  to  know  ana  tear  the  Giver  of 
all  good  things. 

The  cafe  was    very   different  with  firmer  Mills ; 
he  was  as  negligent  out  ot  the  houfe  as  his  wife  was 
in  it ;  and  his  krvants  being  as  carelefs  as  himfelf, 
the  ground  was  not  properly  manured  ;  the  confe- 
quence  of  which  was,  that  his  crop  in  general  made 
a  very  poor  appearance:  while  his  neighbour  Simp- 
kins's    promifed    a    hundred    fold    increafe.      This 
raifed  the  envy  of  Wills  ;  and  his  wife's  was  excited 
by  the  notice  which  was  taken  of  Mis.  Simpkins  and 
her  mother  by  all  the  gentry  of  the  village,   while 
flie  and  her  hufband  were  univerfally  defpifed  by  all 
ranks  of  people;  as  they  not  only  incurred  the  ridi- 
cule and  contempt  of  the   rich   by  their  affectation, 
but  the  hatred  of  the  lower  ranks  by  their  injuttice 
and  oppreffion  ;  for  they  withheld  the  wages  of  the 
labourer •,  and  ground  the  faces  of  the  poor.     Full   of 
thefe  malicious  fcntiments,  they  became  the  piofeffed 
enemies  ef  farmer   Simpkins   and  his  wife,   who,  at 
firft,  were  vexed   at  it ;  but,    in   a  little  time,   they 
got  the  better  of  this  vexation  •,  for  they  faid  they 
could  not  expect   to    have   the  good-will  of  every 
D  6  body  ; 
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body;  neitlicr  was   the  goodwill   of  wicked  people 
worth  having. 

As  farmer  Mills  did  not  keep  up  his  fences  pro- 
perly, his  cattle  not  having  feed  enough  in  his  fields, 
often  firayed  into  the  grounds  of  Mr.  Simpkins,  and 
broke  his  hedges  to   tegale  themfelves   in  his  rich 
paftures.     As  the  good  farmer  knew  how  badly  the 
poor  beafts  were  kept,  he  could  not  get  up  his  heart 
to    pound   them,  bwt  defired  his   men   and  boys  to 
watch  them  well,  to  let  them   Iced  a  little   while, 
where  they  did  no  damage,    and  then    drive   them 
home,  and   flop  the  gaps  they  had  made.     He  faid 
that  he  looked  upon  what  he  thus  allowed  them  to 
fat,  as  fo  much  given  in  chanty.     Nay,  he  .carried 
his  humanity  farther  ;  for  when  he  faw  a   poor  beaft 
drawing  a  load  which  he  could  fcarcely  move  with, 
he  would  order  a  hoife  of  his  own  to  give  him  a  lift 
through  a  fandy  lane  or  clayey  road;  and  if  he   faw 
a    poor  jackafs,    or  a   horfe  fallen  under   his  load, 
would  relieve  them  jutl  the  fame  as  if  they  belonged 
to  himfelf ;  and   if  by  chance  he  faw  them  ftraying 
into  other  people's  ground,  would  fend  or  take  them 
home,  left  they  (hould  be  ill  ufed;  and  all  this  he  did 
in   compliance  with  the  divine  precepts,   which  he 
had  written  down   in  his  little  pocket  book,  as  hag 
been  related. 

Early  in  the  fpring  Mr.  Simpkins  found  it  necef- 
fary  to  increafe  the  number  of  his  labourers,  and 
for  this  purpofe  h«  hired  feveral  men  and  boys:  the 
fufl  morning  he  got  them  together  he  addrefletl 
them  as  follows: 

"  I  am  now  going,  my  lads,  to  fend  you  into  my 
fields,  where  I  hope  you  who  are  hufbands  and  fa- 
thers will  earn  money  enough  to  keep  your  families 
comfortably  ;  and  that  you,  who  are  not  vet  grown 
to  man's  eflate,  will  be  able  to  gain  fomething  to- 
wards relieving  your  parents  from  the  expenfe  of 
maintaining  you.  I  beg  you  will  condder  youifelves 
as  felipw-fervants,  and  be  good-natured  and  ready 

to 
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to  do  a  good  turn  for  one  another ;  and  I  hope  you 
will  ufe  my  cattle  well,  otherwife  I  fliall  certainly 
turn  you  off.  I  likewife  hope  that  you  will  not  be 
cruel  to  any  dumb  creature  that  may  fall  in  your 
way.  Some  of  you  boys,"  continued  he,  "  will  b» 
employed  in  fearing  crows,  and  keeping  fmall  birds 
from  the  lent  corn ;  but  I  charge  you  not  to  fpoil  a 
birds's  neft." — "  May  we  keep  jackdaws,  matter  ?" 
faid  one  boy,  "By  no  means,"  faid  the  farmer ; 
"  unlefs  you  would  like  yourfelf  to  have  a  leg  cut 
off,  and  be  condemned  to  hop  all  your  life.  It  is  the 
nature  of  thofe  birds  to  fly,  and  I  dare  lav  they  like 
flying  as  well  as  you  do  running  ;  therefore  do  as  you 
would  be  done  by. — But  come,  let  us  fpend  no  more 
time  in  talking  ;  the  fun  calls  you  forth  to  the  field  ; 
but  1  Wiflied  to  let  you  know  my  mind  ;  for  a  good 
beginning  makes  a  good  ending" 

The  farmer  then  allotted  each  labourer  his  day's 
work,  and  walked  from  field  to  field  overlooking 
them,  till  the  hour  of  breakfaft  ;  when  he  returned 
home  to  his  dear  Kitty. 

When  Joe  Martin  went  down  into  the  cellar  to 
draw  a  little  beer  for  bieakfaiT,  he  difcovered  two 
frogs ;  he  inAantly  feized  the  poor  creatures,  and 
took  them  in  his  hat  to  the  barn  yard,  without  fay- 
ing any  thing  to  Mrs  Simpkins  ;  at  the  fight  of  this 
prize,  two  of  the  new. boys,  who  had  fat  down  on  a 
bench  to  eat  the  bread  awl  cheefe  they  had  brought 
with  them,  jumped  up  and  began  exulting  over  the 
frogs,  refolving  to  punilh  them  for  the  offence  they 
had  been  guilty  of  in  getting  into  the  cellar.  Mrs. 
Simpkins,  hearing  their  noite,  fuppofed  they  were 
quarrelling,  and  went  out  to  fee  ;  when  (he  beheld 
joe  Martin  pelting  one  frog  with  ftones,  and  Ben 
CheH.er,  one  of  the  new  boys,  holding  the  other  on 
a  pitch-fork,  which  he  had  run  quite  through  its 
body;  Mrs.  Simpkins  immediately  called  out  to  them 
to  delift,  and  made  them  kill  the  latter  directly,  as  it 
was  too  far  gone  to  recover:  the  other  /he  obliged 
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Joe  to  fling  into  a  ditch,  were  it  funk  to  the  bot- 
tom, and  happily  cfcnped  from  its  cruel  enemy. 
When  this  was  done,  (he  exprefled  her  difplcafure 
to  both  boys,  and  nfked  them  whether  they  (hould 
like  to  be  pelted  with  itones,  or  to  have  a  pitch-fork 
run  into  them  ?  They  owned  they  mould  not. 
"Well  then,"  faid  Hie,"  how  can  you  have  the 
barbarity  to  beat  a  poor  frog  to  a  jelly,  or  pierce  it 
through  and  through?  Don't  you  know  that  frogs 
can  feel  as  wcl!  us  \ou  r" 

"I  thought,  Miftrefs,"  faid  Joe,  "  that  we  might 
do  any  thing  with  fuch  nafty  poifonous  creatures  as 
frogs." 

"They  are  nafty  things,  in  a  houfe  to  be  furc," 
faid  Mrs.  Simpkms  ;  "  but  I  don't  know  that  they 
are  poifonous:  I  have  heard  fay  they  are  good  food; 
and  that  they,  and  toads  too,  are  ufeful  in  eating  up 
many  things  that  would  make  water  unwholfome; 
therefore,  though  I  {fiould  not  chufe  to  feed  on  frogs, 
as  I  have  heard  French  people  do,  1  never  will  or- 
der any  to  be  killed,  unlefs  they  abound  fo  as  to 
become  a  plague;  in  which  cafe  we  muft  deflroy 
them  in  our  own  defence :  for  my  part,  I  never 
killed  a  beetle  or  a  worm  without  faying  to  myfelf, 
is  it  likely  to  do  a  real  injury  to  mankind?" 

Mrs.  Simpkins  then  made  a  thorough  fearch  in 
her  cellar,  and  found  another  frog,  which  fhe  im- 
mediately ordered  Joe  Martin  to  tiing  into  the  ditch 
to  its  former  companion. 

When  the  farmer  came  home  to  dinner,  he  faid 
he  had  juft  been  reprimanding  a  boy  for  fpoiling  an 
ant's  neft;.  He  declared  that  he  could  not  bear  to 
deUroy  fuch  induftrious  creatures;  but  faid  he 
had  watched  many  a  one  when  he  was  a  boy  him- 
felf,  and  had  feen  them  do  fuch  things,  that  he 
often  thought  of  king  Solomon's  words,  Go  to  the 
anty  thou  Jluggard  ;  conjider  her  ways  and 'be  wife.  "It 
is  my  belief,"  continued  the  farmer,"  that  there  is 
not  a  living  creatuie  upon  the  face  of  the  earth  but 

what 
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what  has  plcafure  in  life;  what- right,  therefore, 
have  we  to  rob  them  of  this  bleffing  while  they  do 
us  no  harm  ?  God  Almighty  has  given  us  leave  to 
kill  fuch  things  as  are  good  for  us  to  eat;  and  we 
certainly  may  deftroy  thole  that  will  hurt  us;  but  he 
never  faid,  kill  for  your  diver/ion  only  :  on  the  con- 
trary, we  are  commanded  to  be  merciful,  even  as  our 
Father  which  is  in  heaven  is  merciful:  that  is  to  say, 
to  the  utmost  of  our  power." 

"I  da*re  say,  then,"  faid  his  wife, "  you  never 
fpun  cock-chaffers  upon  pins?  " — "  Indeed,  I  did 
not,"  replied  he  :  "I  ufed  to  a(k  my  companions, 
who  did  fo,  "whether  they  would  like  to  have  a  fpit 
run  through  their  arm,  and  to  be  twirled  about  in 
that  manner  ?  Neither  could  I  find  any  delight  in 
hunting  for  (hakes,  and  fuch  kind  of  creatures,  on 
pnrpofe  to  kill  them :  I  believe  they  are  very  harm- 
lels,  and  we  have  but  few  in  this  country ;  fo  we 
may  fafely  let  them  alone." 

"  May  we  not  k:ll  vvafps,  mafler?"  faid  Tom 
Lang. 

**  Not  mefely  for  the  fake  of  killing,"  replied 
the  farmer  ;  **  and,  at  any  rate,  be  fure  to  put  them 
to  a  quick  death  :  I  never  could  bear  to  fee  wafps  cut 
in  two  by  fciflars,  and  left  to  linger  iu  torment." 

"What  do  V"U  fay  in  refpeil  to  moles,  fnails, 
and  caterpillars?"  faid  his  wife. 

"  I  fay,"  replied  he,  "  juft  the  fame  as  I  do  of 
other  creatures;  if  thev  really  harm  us,  deftroy  them; 
if  not,  why  fhould  we  kill  or  torment  them  r" 

"What  do  you  thin.  ,  then,  of  angling  with  live 
worms  r"  laid  old  Mrs,  Simpkins. 

"  1  think,"  anfwered  the  farmer, tf  that  it  is  a 
horrid  barbarous  cuftom.  Worms  appear  to  me," 
continued  he,  "  to  have  an  uncommon  deal  of  life 
in  them  :  they  are  very  difficult  to  kill.  Crufh  part 
of  them,  the  other  part  will  furvive  and  call  it  off: 
and  even  pull  them  in  two,  both  parts  will  live  a 
long  while.  Only  think  then,  mother,  what  the 
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po<  r  creatures  muft  fuffer.  In  the  firft  place,  they 
arc  put  to  the  lame  kind  of  pain  which  we  fhoufd 
endure  if  pulled  to  pieces  by  holies:  but,  infteadof 
being  releafed  from  their  misery  by  death  after  this 
torment,  their  life  is  doubled,  as  one  may  fay,  and 
each  part  condemned  to  the  additional  agony  of 
being  fixed  to  a  hool ,  which  we  may  compare  to  our 
being  pot  on  a  large  iron  flake.  Whilft  wri'hing 
about  on  tHs  hook,  in  great  pain  no  doubt,  firft  one 
fifh,  and  then  another,  bites  a  bit  off  its  poor  man. 
glcd  divided  body  ;  which  is  at  laft  (wallowed  up. 
by  one  unfortunate  creature,  who  in  its  turn  be- 
comes the  object  of  our  pity,  if  pity  can  find  a  place 
in  the  bieaft  of  an  angler.  Eut  I  have  feen  many 
people,  Kitty,  and  people  who  I  (hould  have  thought 
knew  what  humanity  was,  ferve  a  poor  worm  as  I 
have  defciibed,  and  tear  a  fifh's  entrails  with  a 
barbed  hooic ;  and  then  throw  itgafping  for  breath 
on  a  funny  banx  without  the  leaft  appearance  of 
concern." 

"  Is  there  no  quick  way  of  killing  worms  for 
anglers?"  faid  Mrs.  Sunpkins. 

"  I  do  not  know,"  replied  the  farmer,  "  but 
thofe  who  arc  fkilful  can  make  artificial  Mies  and 
worms  too ;  fo  they  have  no  occafion  to  torment 
living  ones." 

IV.  rs.  Simpkins  faid  (he  was  very  happy  in  having 
found  a  quick   way  of  killing  eels;   which  was    to. 
take  them  by  the  head  and  tail,  and  give  them  a  fud- 
den  pull  ;  this  breaks  the  marrow  that  runs  through  : 
the  back-bone,  and  they  die  in  an  inftant. 

"It  is  certainly  out  duty,  "  anfwered  the  farmer, . 
"  to  ftudy  the  quickcft  way  of  killing  every  thing 
that  we  are  under  the  neceflity  of  putting  to  death, 
that  it  may  be  over  before  they  have  any  dread  of 
pain,  and  that  they  may  enjoy  hnppinefs.  as  long  as 
they  live.  We  fhould  confider  that  dumb  creatures 
have  not,  like  us,  the  hope  of  a  glorious  immortality 
to  ivveeten  their  fufferings." 

"  Very 


"  Very  true,"  faid  Mrs.  Simp'<ins,  "  and  we 
fhould  confider  alfo,  Thomas,  that  we  muft  give  an 
account,  in  annthti  world,  how  we  have  ufed  or 
abuled  the  things  in  this.  What  our  own  hearts, 
on  proper  reflection,  condemn  us  for  here,  1  thi:i!c 
we  mav  jurtly  expei\  God  will  judge  us  tor  hereafter 
— Why  clfe  is  confcience  given  us? 

"  If  we  would  attend  to  our  conference  within 
us,  Kittv  "  faid  the  tarmer,  «•  we  mould  feldom  be 
at  a  lofs  to  know  how  to  a<£t  in  refpedl  to  the  duty  of 
mercy,  efp.'Ci.illy,  as  we  have  alfo  a  plain  written  rult 
to  go  by,  Do  unto  others  as  you  would  they  Jbauld  do 
unto  you" 

Having  eat  his  dinner,  and  fufficiently  refted  him- 
felf,  Mr  Simp.dns  again  went  out  to  look  after  his 
labourers. 


CHAP.    XVIII. 

SHROVETIDE  now  approached,  and  Mr.  Simpkins 
gave  ftridl  orders  to  all  his  men  and  boys  not  to 
fling  at  cocks  ;  and  declared  he  would  turn  away  him 
who  did,  and  never  employ  him  in  his  fervice  again. 
When  he  fat  down  with  bis  family  on  Sunday 
evening,  he  renewed  the  fubjedl,  and  faid  he  couJd 
not  difcover  from  whence  that  cruel  cuftom  took 
rife;  but  he  fuppokd  by  the  feafon,  at  which  it  was 
practifed,  that  it  muft  be  on  account  of  the  cock's 
crowing  when  St.  Peter  denied  Chrift ;  and  he  was 
of  opinion  that  the  apoftle  himfelf,  if  alive,  would 
be  one  of  the  laft  to  countenance  fuch  barbarity  in 
his  caufe  :  for  the  crowing  of  the  cock,  though  it  oc- 
cafioned  Peter  to  weep  bitterly,  was  in  the  end  a  mean 
of  much  good  to  him,  by  awakening  him  to  repent- 
ance, and  calling  him  back  to  his  duty  ;  "  and  there- 
fore," added  Mr.  Simpkins,  "  I  fhould  think  that 
ChrilYians  ought  rather  to  honour  the  cock  than  ill- 
treat  him.  For  my  part,"  continued  he,  "  1  never 
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hear  the  crowing  of  a  cock  at  Shrovetide,  but  I 
think  of  St.  Peter,  and  it  reminds  me  not  to  be  con- 
fident in  my  ownjfrengtb  and  rca/on  ;  but  to  feek  foi 
divine  grace  to  bring  me  to  a  proper  fenfe  of  my  fins, 
to  keep  me  from  prefumption,  and  to  ftrengthen  my 
mind  ;to  continue  ftcdfaft  in  the  faith  and  duty  of  a 
Chriftian. 

"  1  have  often  thought,"  faid  Richard  Bruce, 
**  that  it  was  vqry  remarkable,  in  St.  Peter  in  parti- 
cular, to  deny  Chrirt  ;  becaufe  of  all  the  difciples  he 
was  the  moft  zealous." 

"  He  was  fo,  Richard,"  replied  the  farmer;  "  but 
if  you  remember  he  had  boafted  of  his  own  ftrength, 
and  therefore  God  withdrew  his  aid,  in  order  to  con- 
vince him  of  the  weaknefs  of  human  nature  when  un- 
afliffed  by  divine  grace.  Befides,  St.  Peter  ran  him- 
felf  into  temptation,  which  was  very  wrong,  when 
Chrift  had  told  him  that  he  had  not  itrength  to  refill 
it.  He  fliould  in  fuch  a  cafe  have  retired  and  prayed 
to  God  to  deliver  him  from  evil,  inftead  of  putting 
himfelf  in  the  way  to  be  queftioned  at  the  palace  of 
the  high  prieft." 

"  To  be  fure,"  faid  Richard  Bruce,  our  Lord's 
difciples  had  no  bufinefs  there,  unlefs^they  had  had 
the  courage  to  offer  themfelves  as  witnefles  of  his  in- 
nocence." 

"  No^oubt,"  replied  the  farmer,  "  St.  Peter  was 
very  much  to  blame,  and  we  fliould  all  take  warning 
by  his  example ;  though  we  have  not  our  Lord  to 
fpeak  diredlly  to  us  on  particular  occalions,  we  have 
a  number  of  warnings  in  the  Scripture  to  keep  us 
from  preiumption  at  all  times,  and  we  pray  every 
day  not  to  be  led  into  temptation ;  therefore,  when 
it  is  in  our  power,  we  fhould  avoid  all  places  where 
we  are  likely  to  be  tern,. ted  to  commit  tin." 

"  V\  ell,"  faid  Mis.  Simpkins,  "  Peter  was  cer- 
tainly greatly  to  blame ;  but  how  commendable  hii 
behaviour  was  afterwaids  !  He  did  not  fly  in  a  palBon 
with  the  cock,  and  threaten  to  wring  his  neck  off 

for 
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Mm  up,  and  then  throw  at  him  agsin  till  he  dieJ. 
Poor  creatures  '   how  much  they  mult  fuffer  !" 

"  Don't  talk  of  it,"  cried  Mrs.  Simpkins,  "  for  it 
makes  my  heart  ache.  I  ihall  keep  my  fowls  in  the 
pcultry  yard  all  Shrovetide,  for  fear  they  fhould  he 
ferved  fo;  and  I  think  you  are  quite  right,  lorn, 
not  to  fling  at  any  thing  in  the  ihape  of  a  cock,  for 
thaf  looks  like  would- t e  cruelty. 

"  Mav  we  have  pancakes  on  Shrove  Tuefday,  mif- 
trefs  ?"  (aid  Joe  Martin.  "  1  have  no  objection,  Joe," 
aniwered  Mrs.  Simpkins,  "  to  vour  having  pancakes 
at  any  time,  whtn  I  have  epgs  to  fpare  ;  which  hap- 
pens to  he  the  cafe  now,  and  therefore  1  will  indulge 
you  ;  hut  as  for  having  them  on  throve  Tuefday  in 
particular,  that  is  all  nonfenfe." 

*'  Yes,"  replied  the  farmer,  it  is  nonfenfe  to  eat 
any  particular  food  on  certain  days,  whether  it  it 
done  out  of  fuperftition,  or  mere  cuflom.  It  can 
make  no  difference  in  the  fight  of  God,  what  kind 
of  food  a  Chriftlan  cats ;  becaufe  we  have  no  com- 
mand lo  abftain  from  any  fort." 

"  All  round  London,"  laid  Roger  Hicks,  "  they 
eat  crofs  buns  on  Good  Friday.  What  can  that  be 
for,  roafter?" 

"  1  have  heard  of  them,"  anfwered  Mrs.  Simp- 
kins.  "  Rachel  Smithers  told  me  they  have  a  crofs 
marked  in  the  middle;  to  put  folks  in  mind  t>f  our 
Saviour's  crofs,  I  fuppofe  ;  but  (he  fuid  people  feem- 
ed  to  eat  them  without  thinking  any  thing  about  re- 
ligion ;  for  they  open  their  fhops  and  go  about  their 
bufinefs  jufl  as  ufual." 

"  That  is  very  (hocking,  and  very  indecent  too," 
faid  Mr,  Simpkins.  **  What !  when  our  church 
calls  upon  us  to  commemorate  the  fufferings  which 
our  blefTed  Redeemer  fubmitted  to  for  our  fakes,  (hall 
•we  go  about  our  worldly  affairs,  regardlefs  of  his  dy- 
ing love  r  1  think  if  we  only  read  the  hiftory  of  the. 
crucifixion  on  that  day,,,  it  would  be  enough  to  make 
us  a£l  otherwife." 

"  Surelv, 
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"  Surely,  if  anv  day  in  the  year  deferves  to  be 
kept  with  more  folemnity  than  another,  it  is  that  of 
our  Saviour's  death.  Not  that  we  fhould  mourn 
for  it  on  his  account  :  on  the  contrary,  he  told  the 
women  who  followed  him  to  his  crucifixion,  that 
they  Jhould  not  u>ccp  for  him,  but  for  themfclves.  We 
iliould  therefore  make  Good  Friday  a  day  of  humi- 
liation, for  thofe  fins  which  made  his  death  neceflary 
for  our  redemption.  And  Eafter-day  fhould  be  oh- 
ferved  as  a  day  of  joy  and  thankfgiving  for  his  refur- 
re6tion,  which  is  an  earneft  of  our  own.  But  people 
-are  apt  to  confider  holidays  as  feafons  devoted  to  idle 
mirth,  defigned  to  be  fpent  entirely  in  frolicking.  To 
be  fure  it  is  very  agreeable  to  reft  now  and  then  from 
labour ;  and  \ve  have  no  occafion  to  pray  all  dav  long 
in  holiday  time;  but  I  think  Good  Friday,  Eatter- 
day,  Ch  rift  mas-day,  and  Whitfunday,  demand  parti- 
cular attention." 

While  Mr.  Simpkins  gave  thefe  ufeful  leflbns  to 
his  family,  farmer  Mills  abandoned  his  fervants  to 
their  own  will,  and  his  cocks  to  their  cruelty;  and 
many  a  noble  fowl  lay  weltering  in  his  blood,  deftroy- 
ed  by  their  wanton  barbarity :  not  only  fo,  but  he 
went  himfelf  to  a  cock-fight  (a  fport  he  was  remark- 
ably fond  of) :  at  this  inhuman  meeting  no  lefs  than 
four  cocks  fought  till  they  dropped  down  dead  ;  and 
many  others  loft  their  eyes,  or  were  fo  maimed  that 
they  were  never  well  any  more. 

When  Richard  Bruce  heard  of  this,  he  faid  that, 
though  he  did  not  approve  of  cock-fighting,  he  did 
not  think  it  fo  bad  as  throwing  at  cocks ;  becaufe  it 
was  the  nature  of  cocks  to  fight,  and  they  feem  to 
do  it  of  their  own  accord. 

"  They  are  too  apt  to  fight,  indeed,"  replied  the 
farmer,  "  and  want  no  weapons  befides  what  nature 
has  turnifhed  them  with  ;  and  therefore  I  think  it  is 
very  cruel  to  cue  their  fpurs  away  and  arm  them  with 
fteel.  A  good-nntured  perfon  would  rather  be  forry 
to  fee  them  pecking  and  fpurring  one  another,  and 
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would  endeavour  to  part  them.  If  it  is  wrong  to  work 
up  men  of  paflionate  tempers  into  a  rage;  ami  put 
weapons  in  their  hands,  it  mutt  be  \\rong  to  fervc 
birds  fo.  When  we  fee  to  what  extreme  of  violence 
anger  will  lead  even  fuch  feeble  things  as  fowls,  we 
fhould  take  warning  to  govern  our  own  inclinations 
to  wrath  ;  and  rejoice  that  we  have  not  only  reafon  to 
govern  our  turbulent  paffions,  but  may  have  divine 
grace  to  reftrain  them,  if  we  will  pray  for  it." 

"  I  do  not  think,"  faid  Mrs.  Simpkins,  "  that 
there  is  a  creature  in  the  world  but  what  we  may 
learn  fomething  or  other  from." 

"  Indeed  there  is  not,  Kitty,"  anfwered  the  far- 
mer, "  if  we  we  will  make  ufe  of  our  reafon  and  un- 
derstanding ;  but,  inftead  of  that,  men  are  apt  to  copy 
animals  in  what  they  fhould  drive  to  correfl  in  them  ; 
and  to  fink  themfelves  even  below  the  creatures  whom 
they  are  appointed  to  govern." 

On  Shrove  Tuefday  Mrs.  Simpkins,  agreeably  to 
her  promife,  treated  the  men  and  boys  with  pancakes ; 
when  fhe  and  her  mother  had  fuch  a  job  of  frying, 
that  they  had  caufe  to  rejoice  that  Shrovetide  came 
but  once  a  year. 

CHAP.     XIX. 

THERE  was  a  moft  glorious  hay  harveft,  and 
Mr.  Simpkins's  crop  was  uncommonly  plentiful ;  fo 
that  he  had  a  good  deal  to  fend  to  market,  beiides 
referving  a  fufficient  flock  for  his  own  cattle  in  the 
enfuing  winter;  and  as  he  was  early  in  carrying  it 
in,  he  fold  it  for  a  good  price,  and  was  enabled  to 
buy  another  hbrfe  and  two  cows:  his  two  former 
cows  were  in  full  milk,  fo  that  Mrs.  Simpkins  every 
week  carried  butter  to  market ;  fhe  had  likewifc 
plenty  of  poultry,  eggs,  and  fucking  pigs,  to  fell ; 
and  her  fauiages  were  quite  famous,  not  merely  for 
their  flavour,  but  on  account  of  her  neatnefs. 

There 
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There  was  belonging  to  the  farm  a  large  piece  of 
garden  ground  planted  for  an  orchard,  but  by  Mr. 
Simpkins's  excellent  management,  it  produced  a 
variety  of  vegetables  in  high  perfection,  before  they 
were  plentiful  in  general ;  part  of  thefe  he  fold  to 
great  advantage ;  fo  that  with  one  thing  or  another 
he  got  forward  apace,  and  began  to  lay  by  money 
towards  his  year's  rent ;  which  was  a  great  pleafure  to 
him. 

Farmer  Mills,  on  the  contrary,  was  unfuccefsful 
in  every  thing ;  he  neglected  getting  in  his  hay 
while  the  fun  ihined,  and  wet  weather  came  on  and 
fpoiled  it  ;  his  flieep  almoft  all  died  of  the  rot ;  and 
his  fubftance  wafted  away  by  degrees  till  he  was 
involved  in  great  difficulties.  Inftead  of  endeavour- 
ing to  extricate  himfelf  by  induftry  and  frugality, 
he  drank  harder  than  ever,  and  often  came  home 
fuddled.  This  his  wife  found  fault  with ;  and  he 
in  return  railed  againft  her  for  dreffing  fo  fine  :  fo 
they  led  a  very  uncomfortable  life  together  ;  and  of 
courfe  their  children  were  badly  looked  to,  and  the 
fervants  left  to  do  as  they  pleafed.  As  for  the  Sab- 
bath day,  it  v/as,  in  this  family,  devoted  to  vice  and 
licentioufnefs.  The  houfe  was  either  filled  with  riot- 
ous guefts,  or  the  farmer  and  his  wife  went  journies 
to  vifit  people  like  themfelves,  whom  they  had  not  the 
leaft  friendfhip  for.  The  fervants,  thinking  that  they 
were  justified  in  doing  the  fame  as  their  mafter  and 
miftrefs,  either  romped  about  at  home,  fwearing  and 
talking  all  manner  of  profanenefs  and  indecency  ;  or 
went  about  frolicking  to  alehoufes  with  the  maids,  or 
other  young  women,  whofe  fweethearts  they  pretend- 
ed to  be  ;  but  of  whom  they  made  game  as  foon  as 
they  left  them. 

As  for  the  boys,  they  diverted  themfelves  with 
abufing  the  poor  jackais,  hunting  the  cats,  fetting 
the  dogs  together,  fpoiling  birds'  nefts,  and  fuch 
kinds  of  cruel  divertions ;  or  elfe  played  at  chuck- 
farthing,  tofling-up,  6cc«  and  foon  learnt  to  game 
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and  drink,    and  were  always  fighting  and   quarrel- 
ling. 

While  the  matter,  miflrefs,  and  fervants,  purfued 
thefe  had  couries,  their  cattle  fuffeied  a  variety  of 
hardships,  hefides  thofe  already  related.  '\  he  cows 
were  negle6led  to  he  milked,  the  calves  to  be  fuckled  ; 
the  horfes  were  often  left  without  fodder,  or  obliged 
to  run  races  with  unfeeling  fellows  upon  their  backs, 
who,  perhaps,  knocked  them  about  the  head  with 
flicks,  or  threw  them  into  a  violent  heat,  and  turned 
them  in  this  condition  into  an  open  field,  or  tied  them 
to  an  empty  rack  or  manger,  without  fo  much  as  a 
little  clean  litter  to  refrefh  them. 

We  may  be  fure  that  the  blejjlng  of  GOD  did  not 
attend  this  diflblute  family  ;  none  of  their  affairs 
profpered ;  and,  with  all  their  pretences  to  gaiety, 
they  knew  not  what  happinefs  was  ;  for  happinefs  is 
only  to  be  found  with  th'jfe  who  ferve  GOD  and  love 
his  creatures. 

Among  Mr.  Mills's  horfes  was  one  that  he  kept 
for  his  own  riding;  this  was  better  fed  than  the 
reft,  but  it  had  endured  a  number  of  tortures  ;  for, 
though  he  was  really  a  handfome  beaft,  his  mailer 
could  not  be  contented  with  him  as  nature  had  form- 
ed him,  but  would  have  him  altered  to  his  own  fancy  ; 
fo  he  had  him  docked  and  nicked,  and  his  ears  crop 
ped,  by  which  means  he  cut  what  is  efteemed  a  hand- 
fome  figure  upon  the  road,  where  the  fanner  v\as 
very  proud  of  exhibiting  him,  at  horfe-races  in  par- 
ticular; and,  in  order  to  ihew  his  mettle,  he  would 
whip  and  fpur  him  till  he  went  at  a  fuiious  rate. 
Farmer  Mills,  like  many  other  thoughtlefs  people, 
would  often  fuffer  his  horfe  to  drink  Ireely  of  water 
juft  as  he  was  fetting  out ;  and  this  was  the  cafe  one 
Sunday  morning  when  he  was  going  to  a  diflant 
village  to  join  a  drinking  party.  No  fooner  was  he 
mounted  than  away  he  went  full  gallop,  and  foon 
coming  to  a  hill,  inflead  of  drawing  in  his  horfe,  he 
kept  preffing  the  poor  animal  to  keep  up  his  pace 
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till  he  quite  loft  his  wind  ;  and  in  going  down  at  the 
fame  rate  on  the  other  fide  he  fell,  and  rolling  over 
his  cruel  rider  broke  his  thigh  ;  but  foon  jumping 
up,  galloped  home.  Mills  lay  for  fome  time  in  a 
•dreadful  condition;  till  fanner  Simpkins,  who  \vas 
walking  with  his  family  to  church,  accidentally  faw 
him.  He  ordered  Roger  Hicks  to  go  home  with  one 
of  the  boys  immediately,  and  get  a  cart  with  fome 
clean  ftraw  ;  and  Mrs.  Simpkins  entreated  her  mo- 
ther to  return  and  fend  a  feather-bed  alib:  fhe  then, 
by  her  hufband's  defire,  went  to  break  the  affair  to 
Mrs.  Mills,  and  Richard  Bruce  was  difpatched  for 
the  do&or. 

Mrs.  Mills  was  dreffing  herfelf,  being  in  expecta- 
tion of  company,  when  the  horfe  returned  without 
his  rider ;  and  ihe  was  fetting  off  with  the  fervanls 
to  look  for  her  hufband,  when  Mrs.  Simpkins  met 
her  and  told  her  of  the  accident  in  as  cautious  a  man- 
ner as  poffible.  Mrs.  Mills  was  in  dreadful  agita- 
tion when  fhe  faw  her  hufband,  and  Mrs.  Simpkins 
endeavoured  to  compofe  her.  In  a  fhort  time  the 
cart  arrived,  into  which  Mills  was  lifted,  and  laid 
on  the  feather  bed,  where  he  groaned  with  agony* 
and  vented  a  thoufand  curfes  on  the  horfe,  forgetful 
of  the  many  unprovoked  blows  and  cuts  which  he 
had  at  different  times  beftowed  upon  the  poor  beaft ; 
and  that  in  the  prefent  initance  no  fault  could  juftly 
be  laid  to  him. 

When  Mills  arrived  at  his  own  houfe  he  was,  with 
great  pain  and  difficulty,  conveyed  up  ftairs,  and  the 
•lurgeon  foon  arrived,  who,  with  his  afliftant,  fet  the 
limb,  but  pronounced  it  a  very  dangerous  ira£ture. 
As  foon  as  this  operation  was  performed  he  defired 
his  patient  might  be  kept  quiet ;  and  old  Mrs.  Simp- 
kins  offered  to  fit  by  him  till  a  nurfe  was  procured, 
and  Mr.  Mills's  mother,  whom  Richard  Bmce  was 
gone  to  fetch,  fhould  arrive.  In  the  mean  time,  far- 
mer Simpkins  and  his  wife  did  all  they  could  to  coin- 
fort  Mrs.  Mills,  who  now  began  to  feel  the  dreadful 
E  erredti 
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effe&s  of  her  own  fin  and  folly ;  and  was  convinced 
that  thofe  whom  (he  had  defpifcd  for  their  plain  ap- 
parel had  minds  adorned  with  humanity  and  tender- 
nefs ;  which  are  more  ornamental  than  the  mod  coftly 
garments. 

In  this  manner  the  day  paflcd  away,  fo  that  Mr. 
Simpkins  and  his  family  were  prevented  from  going 
to  church  both  morning  and  afternoon.  But  they 
did  not  think  it.neceflary  to  ftay  at  Mills's  when  he 
had  got  his  wife's  mother  and  other  relations  about 
him  ;  fo  left  the  houfe  with  many  good  wilhes,  and 
aflurances  of  being  ready  to  do  any  thing  in  their 
power  to  help  or  comfort  them. 


CHAP.     XX. 

THE  fir  ft  thing  Mr.  Simpkins  did,  after  he  re- 
turned home,  was  to  fee  with  his  own  eyes  that  the 
horfes,  which  had  been  ufed,  were  fed  and  properly 
taken  care  of;  and  when  evening  came  on,  he 
got  his  family  about  him,  refolving  to  fuit  his  in- 
firucTions  to  the  prefent  melancholy  occafion.  Ac- 
cordingly, when  they  were  all  feated,  he  obferved  to 
them  what  a  fad  accident  hnd  happened :  on  which 
Roger  Hicks  called  out,  that  it  was  a  judgment 
upon  Mills  for  ufmg  his  beafl  fo  ill,  and  upon  a  Sun- 
day too. 

"  Don't  fay  fo,  Roger,"  replied  the  farmer:  "  to 
be  fure  a  beaft  has  a  right  to  the  Sabbath  as  well  as  a 
man  ;  but  God  Almighty  only  knows  what  we  judg- 
ments and  what  are  not;  and  we  are  commanded  net 
to  judge  others,  left  ivejhould  be  judged  ourfelves :  we 
ought  rather  to  receive  thefe  things  as  warnings ;  and 
I  hope  you  will  all  do  fo,  and  keep  the  Sabbath-day 
holy  ;  and  then  for  that  day  at  leaft  you  will  be  fafe 
from  fuch  accidents  as  thefe.  Let  us  read  the  fourth 
commandment,"  faid  he. 

•'  I  can 
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w  I  can  fay  it  by  heart,  mafter,"  cried  Joe  Martin. 
*'  Do  fo>  my  boy,"  replied  the  farmer;  "  but  mind 
the  fenfe  of  it  as  well  as  the  words." 

When  Joe  had  ended  it,  "  This  commandment," 
&id  the  farmer,  "  is  particularly  addrefled  to  heads  of 
families ;  it  is  therefore  the  duty  of  a  mafter  to  fee 
that  it  is  ohferved,  not  only  by  himfelf,  but  by  all 
that  are  in  thehoufc  with  him  ;  and  this  is  the  reafon 
why  I  make  it  fuch  a  point  with  me  that  you  fhould 
all  go  to  church  every  Sunday,  twice  a-day ;  and  hear 
me  read  in  the  evening." 

"  Have  not  we  been  guilty  of  a  fin,  mafler,"  faid 
Tom  Lang,  "  in  driving  a  cart  on  the  Sabbath- 
day  !" 

"  Not  at  all,  Tom,"  replied  the  farmer  :  "  as  it 
was  an  aft  of  mercy,  our  Lord  Jefus  Cbrift  himfelf 
has  allowed  us  to  do  fuch  things ;  and  has  told  us  that 
God  prefers  mercy  to  facnjice ;  that  is  to  fay,  to  public 
Worfhip  :  fo  that  when  we  fee  a  fellow-creature  in 
diftrefs  we  may  ftay  from  church  to  help  him,  with- 
out offending  God  Almighty  :  nay,  we  may  even  ftay 
from  church  to  fave  the  life  of  a  beaft,  if  occafion  re- 
quires; for  our  Saviour  juftifies  fuch  acYions  by  his 
difcourfes  addrefled  to  the  Jews,  when  they  found 
fault  with  him  for  healing  difeafed  people  on  the  Sab- 
bath ;  and  he  h?s  given  us  a  general  rule  to  go  by ; 
namely,  to  do  well  on  tht  Sabbath-day." 

"  True,  mafter,"  faid  Richard  Bruce  ;  "  and  our 
Saviour  fays  alfo,  The  Jon  of  man  is  lord  even  of  the 
Sabbath-day :  the  meaning  of  which  is,  as  I  heard  our 
parfon  fay  in  a  fermon,  that  every  man  is  fo  far  lord 
of  the  Sabbath-day,  that  though  mercy  and  facrificc 
are  both  commanded,  yet  when  it  fo  happens  that  the 
one  cannot  be  done  without  leaving  the  other  undone, 
we  fhould  give  mercy  the  preference.  And  he  ob- 
ferved,  that  our  Lord  faid  likewife,  The  Sabbath 
was  made  for  man,  and  not  man  for  the  Sabbath ; 
by  which  the  parfon  told  us  we  were  to  under- 
hand, that  man  was  not  created  for  the  fake  of 
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keeping  a  fabbath  ;  but  the  fabbath,  after  man  was 
created,  was  ordained  for  the  fake  cf  man  and  beail 
allb." 

•*  But  have  we  a  right,  my  dear  Thomas,"  faid 
Mrs.  Simpkins,  "  to  make  our  beafts  work  on  the 
Sabbath  day." 

"  If  we  want  their  affiftance  in  any  merciful  a£l 
\ve  doubtlefs  may,"  replied  the  farmer.  "  It  (lands 
to  reafon,  Kitty,  that,  if  a  man  may  help  a  bead,  a 
bead  ought  to  help  a  man  :  but  for  my  own  part  I 
fhall,  in  the  prelent  cafe,  take  tht  burthen  upon  my- 
ielf,  as  one  may  fay  ;  for  I  intend,  to-morrow  after- 
noon, to  let  both  the  horfes  and  the  fervants  have  a 
holiday,  in  lieu  of  the  re(t  they  have  been  deprived  of 
to-day  ;  and  that  fhall  be  my  rule  on  all  occaGons, 
xvhen  neceflity  requires  my  letting  them  to  work  on 
th^Sabbath-day." 

"  You  are  very  good,  mailer,"  faid  Roger  Kic'<s  ; 
tf  but,  for  my  part,  I  do  not  defire  any  fuch  thing  ; 
and  if  you  think  God  Almighty  will  not  be  angry 
\vith  me,  I  (hall  be  willing  to  work  on  the  fabbath, 
at  any  time." 

'*  I  thank  you,  Roger/'  faid  the  farmer  ;  "  but  I 
hope  that  wilt  not  often  happen  ;  for  we  muft  not 
do  on  the  fabbath  what  may  be  done  on  other  days, 
that  would  be  flnful,  becaufe  God  Almighty  has 
hallowed  the, Sabbath-day.  God  firft  blcfled  it,'  that 
the  labouring  man  and  beaft  might  enjoy  relr,  and 
then  hallow cd  or  fanfiijied  it  to  holy  duties.  There- 
fore, if  I,  who  am  a  maflcr,  work  on  the  Sabbath-day, 
I  fin  ;  becaufe  I  do  not  hallow  it  according  to  the 
commandment;  and  if  I  do  no  work  myfelf,  yet  fet 
my  Jervants  and  cattle  to  work  on  that  day,  I  fin  like- 
vvife  ;  becaufe  I  take  away  the  blefling.  I  mult  nei- 
ther work  nor  require  work  from  man  or  beafl ;  lor 
though  a  bcaft  has  no  notion  of  keeping  the  Sabbath-day 
holy^  he  has  a  right  to  reft  as  a  blcjjing.  And  I  think," 
added  he,  "  we  may  learn  from  this  commandment 
that  we  ihould  not  at  any  time  overload  our  cattle,  or 
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\vork  them  beyond  their  ftrength  ;  for  the  end  of  if 
fcems  to  be  to  teach  mercy  ;  which  isa  duty  at  all  times. >r 

"  But  how  are  we  fure,  mailer,"  faid  Roger  Hicks, 
44  that  we  really  keep  the  Sabbath-day  that  God  ap- 
pointed r" 

'*'  Whether  we  do  or  not,"  replied  Mr.  Simp- 
kins,  "  does  not  fignify  at  all,  provided  we  keep  the 
dav  that  is  let  apart  as  a  Sabbath  in  the  church  we 
belong  to,  and  hallow  one  day  in  feven.  With  God 
all  days  are  alike  ;  and,  as  the  Scriptures  tell  us,  even 
fabbaths  are  an  abomination  to  himr  if  we  are  not 
merciful." 

"  Pray,  mafler,"  faid  Joe  Martin,  "  what  is  meant 
by  the  jlranger  that  is  within  thy  gate  ?  We  have  no 
Grangers  here.ir 

'*  I  take  it  to  mean/'  anfwered  the  farmer,  "  a 
vifitor  or  lodger  that  one  may  happen  to  have  flay- 
ing at  one's  houfe  ;  alfo  a  hireling  day-man,  or  jour- 
ney-man, who  does  not  fo  properly  belong  to  the  fa- 
mily as  thole  who  live  confhntly  in  the  houfe  ;  and  I 
fuppofe  they  are  mentioned  to  warn  mailers  of  fami- 
lies not  to  harbour  ungodly  people,  and  to  teach  them 
to  allow  their  workmen  proper  \vnges,  that  they  may 
be  able  to  afford  to  keep  the  Sabbath-day  without 
working  on  it.  So  you  fee,  my  lads,"  continued  he, 
"  God  Almighty  has  gracioufly  ordained  that  all  forts 
of  people  fhou'.d  have  kifure  to  obey  his  command  of 
keeping  the  Sabbath-day  holy." 

"  All  forts  of  people  do  not  find  leifure,  mailer," 
replied  Roger  Hicks;  "  for  I  remember  once  that 
when  I  lived  at  a  farmer's  near  London,  there  was 
more  work  done  on  a  Sunday  in  the  market-gardens, 
than  on  any  day  in  the  week  ;  and  I  have  known 
bafket- makers  at  work  for  them  all  day  befides." 

"  Thank  God,"  faid  the  farmer,  "  I  never  was  ir* 
the  way  of  fuch  things.  But  how  came  it  about?" 

"  Why,  mailer,"  replied  Roger,  "  the  poor  folk, 
faid,  their  mafters  would  not  employ  them  on  week- 
days if  ttay  did.  not  work  on  Sundays ;  and  their 
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mafiers  faid  that  rich  people  would  have  frcfh  frail 
on  Mondays,  and  therefore  they  inuft  fend  it  to  mar- 
ket: fo  there  was  a  neceffity  for  gathering  it ;  and 
they  could  not  pack  it  without  pottles  and  bafkets, 
which  the  bafket- makers  could  not  make  faft  enough 
without  working  on  Sundays." 

lf  Dear  me,"  cried  old  Mrs.  Simp'cins,  "  ons 
would  think  London  was  an  heathen  land  :  J  hope  we 
(hall  never  have  fuch  doings  among  us.  I  fliould 
be  afraid  that  God  Almighty  would  fend  iome  heavy 
judgments  upon  us;  for  I  have  heard  Thomas  read 
many  and  many  a  time  that  Sabbath-breaking  wr,s  one 
of  the  things  which  provoked  the  Lord  to  punifti  the 
Jews  as  he  did  ;  and  God  is  no  refpecler  of  perfons.'* 

"  Well  "  faid  the  farmer,  "  whoever  is  the  firil 
inftigator  to  the  crimes  you  mention,  Roger,  has  a 
deal  to  anfwer  for.  It  is  a  tenible  thing  for  poor 
folks  to  be  driven  to  fuch  extremities  ;  but  if  they  are 
really  well  inclined,  they  may,  while  they  are  ga- 
thering fruit,  think  of  God  and  religion,  and  even 
pray  in  their  own  hearts,  and  lament  their  lot." 

"  Aye,  maftcr,"  replied  Roger,  "  they  may  do  a 
fomething  towards  keeping  the  Sabbath-day  holy, 
even  while  they  are  at  work  ;  but  inlread  of  that,  all 
Sunday  long  there  is  fuch  profane  indecent  talk 
among  them,  that  it  is  enough  to  make  a  fober  per- 
fon's  hair  ftand  an  end  to  hear  it;  and,  after  theday's 
woik  is  over,  when  they  ceitainly  have  time  to  read 
and  pray,  they  generally  go  away  to  alehoufes  and 
get  drunk." 

Mr.    Simpkins  faid  this  agreed    with  the  account 
Dick  Howe  gave   of  the  London  people,   in  a  letter 
he  received   from  him   the  day  before  :  he  then  pro- 
duced the  letter,  and  read  as  follows. 
«*  Dear  Thomas, 

"I  AM  glad  to  find  you  are  not  too  proud  to  own 
an  old  friend  now  you  are  got  up  in  the  world  •,  and 
1  thank  you  kindly  for  your  letter.  You  cannot 
think  how  glad  I  was  to  hear  you  were  married  to 

Kitty; 


Kitty  :  God  blefs  you  both,  and  fend  you  many 
happy  days  together.  What  comfort  it  muft  be  to 
you  to  be  able  to  keep  your  mother ;  I  mould  be  glad 
to  work  for  one  too,  but  as  I  have  none,  I  (hall  try, 
when  my  time  is  out,  to  do  fomethmg  for  my  coufm's 
family.  I  don't  live  with  my  coufin  now,  for  he  was 
fo  good  as  to  turn  me  over  to  a  mafter  in  London, 
where  he  thought  I  fhould  learn  more,  and  get  better 
wages  when  my  time  is  out :  and  I  am  vaftly  well 
ufed,  and  my  mafter  and  miftrefs  go  to  church  every 
Sunday,  and  fome  of  the  men  are  very  fober:  to  be 
fure  there  are  good  and  bad  of  all  forts  in  London,  and 
many  temptations  for  young  men ;  but  1  hope  I  mall 
withftand  them  all. 

"  When  I  had  been  in  London  a  month,  I  longed 
for  a  breath  of  frefh  air  ;  lo  I  afked  my  mafler  to  let 
me  go  into  the  country,  and  he  confentcd  on  my 
promife  not  to  get  into  bad  company.  John  Chand- 
ler, one  of  our  men,  walked  with  me  a  few  miles  out 
of  town,  and  we  went  into  a  church  that  lay  in  our 
way  ;  but,  clear  heart !  how  furprifed  I  was  to  fee  the 
road,  nothing  but  coaches,  and  chaifes,  and  horfes, 
driving  and  porting  as  if  it  were  an  horferace.  Stage 
coaches  crammed  full  within  fide,  and  loaded  without, 
enough  to  kill  the  poor  beads  that  drew  them; 
poll- chaifes  bowling  along,  driven  by  unfeeling 
poft-boys,  who  whipped  the  poor  horfes  without 
mercy,  let  them  be  ever  fo  tired  ;  nay,  even  if  the 
Ikin  of  their  (houlders  was  quite  rubbed  off  in  places 
- — I  am  fure  nobody  would  ever  have  thought  it  was 
Sunday. 

"  After  church,  as  we  wanted  a  bit  of  dinner,  we 
went  to  an  ordinary,  which  is  a  fort  of  club  where 
each  perfon  pays  a  milling,  and  eats  what  is  put  be- 
fore him  :  here  we  had  very  good  vidluals,  but  I  can't 
fay  fo  much  for  the  company  :  there  were  a  number 
ot  'prentices,  who,  on  Sundays,  drefs  out  and  make 
believe  to  be  gentlemen  ;  and  to  (hew  thejr  gentility 
fwear  and  talk  all  manner  of  bad  ftuff. 
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"  The  houfe  we  went  to  wns  near  the  banks  of  the 
Thames,  and  the  window  looked  on  the  river:  here 
I  fnw  another  light  1  fhould  not  have  expert  ed. — 
There  were  a  number  of  boats  with  flags  flying,  as  if 
they  were  going  to  Lord  Mayor's  (how  ;  thcfe  were 
rowed  by  young  men,  drefied  in  trowfers  and  jackets, 
like  failors ;  but  Jack  Chandler  told  me  they  were 
moitly  'pi entices  and  journeymen,  and  that  they 
would  either  go  to  fome  place  to  fit  angling  all  day, 
«r  elfe  to  a  public  houfe  to  drink  ;  but  they  could  not 
ftay  fo  long  as  the  coaches-,  bccaufe  of  the  tide,  fo  I 
law  them  go  back  ;  and,  if  it  had  not  been  Sunday,  I 
could  have  had  fome  fun  in  feeing  them  run  aground, 
and  fuch  awkward  tricks- 

'*  While  we  vvcreat  dinner  fome  phaetons  (as  they 
tall  them)  drove  into  the  yard  of  a  large  inn  over  the 
\vay,  with  young  men  and  women  in  them,  and  fome 
•iris  on  horfeb.ick.  I  thought  thefe  fmart  folks, 
were  nothing  lefs  than  lords  and  ladies  and  dukes ; 
but  I  foon  found  they  were  rakifh  fparks  and  bold 
huffies — I  was  quite  grieved  to  lee  fuch  fights,  and 
begged  John  Chandler  would  go  to  church  again, 
which -he  did  ;  and,  would  you  believe  it,  Tom  !  the 
pews  were  almoil  all  empty,  though  there  was  a  very 
iine  parfon. 

"  Jn  the  evening  the  road  was  worfe  than  before; 
the  chaifes  and  horles  racketing  after  one  another;  the 
drivers  drunk,  and  many  of  the  girls  the  fame,  with 
faces  as  red  as  fcarlet,  and  their  hair  all  about  their 
cars.  "  Well,"  faid  J,  "  Jack,  let  us  make  hafte 
home  ;  if  this  is  the  way  Londoners  pafs  the  Sunday,, 
the  Lord  have  mercy  on  their  fouls  — no  wonder  fo 
many  turn  highwaymen,  and  that  lo  many  poor 
wretches  are  hanged"! 

"  Since  that  day  I  have  gone  feveral  times  along 
with  another  journeyman  of  a  Sunday,  to  his  mother's 
houfe,  where  for  nine-pence  I  get  a  bit  of  dinner 
comfortably  ;  and  as  I  go  to  church  twice,  and  keep 
ibber  company  the  rell  of  the  day,  1  think  there  is 
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no    harm    in    leaving   the    fmoky   town    now   and 
then.. 

"  I  have  wrote  you  a  long  letter,  for  I  can  write 
fader  than  i  ufecl  to  do,  as  my  inarter  lets  me  go  to 
an  evcning-fchool,  and  pays  for  me ;  and  I  kce|>  his 
books.  If  I  have  any  holidays  at  Whitfuntide,  'I 
will  come  and  fee  you.  My  kind  refpedts  to  all 
friends,  and  I  remain, 

"  Your  loving  friend, 

"  Richard  Howe." 

"What  fliocking  doings  !"  cried  old  Mrs.  Simpkins; 
tf  it  makes  my  blood  run  cold  in  my  heart  to  think- 
what  fuch  poor  wicked  wretches  will  do  when  the 
laft  trumpet  lliall  found,  and  they  are  called  to  give 
an  account  of  themfelves  to  their  heavenly  judge." 

"  Ah,  poor  creatures!"  faid  Richard- Bruce,  "  they 
think  nothing  of  another  world  ;  but  I  hope  their 
children  who  come  after  them  will  be  taught:  better 
at  the  Suntiny-fchools." 

"  Well,"  faid  the  farmer,  "  it  is  now  time  to  go 
to  bed,  therefore  let  us  join  in  prayer  to  God  that  he 
will  give  us  grace  to  obferve  the  fabbath  properly  ; 
and  let  us  alfo  pray  that  he  will  reftore  poor  farmer 
Mills,  and  preferve  us  from  fuch  dreadful  accidents 
as  we  have  feen  this  day."  He  then  kneeled  down, 
and  all  the  family  joined  with  him-  very  devoutly  ; 
afterwards  they  retired  to  reft. 

CHAP.     XXL 

As  foon  as  Mr.  Simpkins  had  fet  his  labourers  to 
work  the  next  morning,  he  went  to  inquire  after 
farmer  Mills,  and  found'he  had  had  a  very  bad  night: 
after  this  he  kept  growing  worfe  and  worfe,  fothat  in 
a  few  days  the  furgeon  found  it  ncceflary  to  cut  ofF 
the  limb,  in  order  to  prevent  a  mortification.  This 
dreadful  operation,  though  performed  with  great  fkill, 
was  followed  by  a  fever,  occafioned  by  the  bad  ftate 
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Ms  Wood  was  in  through  intemperate  living  and  im- 
patience under  misfortune :  this  fever  deprived  him 
of  his  fenfes  in  a  great  meafure,  but  could  not  deftroy 
his  confciencc:  inftead  of  talking  of  heaven  as  many 
good  people  do,  when  light-headed,  at  the  point  of 
death,  his  mind  was  full  of  horror,  and  it  was  (hock- 
ing to  hear  the  dreadful  fears  he  expre.Ted.  Mr. 
Simpkins  entreated  Mr.  Williams  to  attend  him  ; 
which  he  readily  did  feveral  times,  but  could  never 
find  him  compofed  enough  to  join  in  prayer;  but  juft 
before  he  expired  he  cried  out — "  O  that  1  had  fcrvcd 
iny  Maker  !  that  I  had  kept  his  fabbaths !" 

Mr.  Simpkins,  who  called  in  every  day,  happened 
to  he  there  at  this  awful  period,  and  was  exceedingly 
aflt&ed  with  the  unhappy  end  of  this  wicked  man. 
He  drove  to  comfort  his  widow,  but  /he  was  averfe 
from  fuch  confolation  as  he  could  offer,  and  gave 
way  to  the  mod  violent  tranfports  of  grief  or  rather 
paffion,  from  the  idea  that  fhe  muft  change  her  gay 
courfe  of  life.  Mrs.  Simpkins  and  her  mother  joined 
their  bed  endeavours  with  thofe  of  the  good  farmer, 
to  bring  this  wretched  woman  to  fentiments  fuitable 
to  her  condition  ;  but  fhe  had  no  idea  of  refrgnation 
to  the  divine  will;  fhe  had  no  confidence  in  Him 
who  is  a  hufband  to  the  widow ;  yhey  therefore  left 
her,  hoping  that  the  violence  of  her  grief  would  na- 
turally fpend  itfelf:  however,  Mrs.  Simpkins  took 
the  two  little  children  home  with  her,  and  kept  them 
till  their  father  was  buried. 

Though,  as  I  faid  Sefore,  Mr.  Simpkins  was  far 
from  being  fond  of  calling  reflections  upon  others, 
he  thought  it  his  duty  to  fet  fo  ftrik'mg  an  example 
before  the  young  people  who  were  under  his  care; 
he  therefore  described  to  them  the  latter  end  of  farmer 
Mills,  and  entreated  them  to  accuftom  themfelves  to 
keep  the  Sabbath-day  holy,  as  it  was  the  mod  likely 
mean  of  preferving  them  from  wickednefs  and  vice. 
He  told  them  that  if  they  did  not  fpend  the  greateft 
part  of  it  in  religious  employment  it  would  be  a  day 
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of  idlcnefs  inftead  of  rcjl\  and  idlenefs  would  expofe 
them  to  the  temptations  of  the  devil.  "  I  believe," 
added  lie,  "it  is  a  true  faying,  that  the  devil  never 
finds  a  man  idle  but  he  fets  him  to  work  ;"  and  I  believe 
too,  that  there  are  more  prcfumptuous  fins  committed 
on  the  Sabbath-day  than  on  any  day  of  the  year ;  for 
it  is  a  very  common  thing  to  hear  profane  people 
glorying  over  jeiigious  ones,  for  l\\tjlavery  they  fup- 
pofci  the  latter  to  he  under,  and  their  own  freedom 
from  re/li\'ints,  which  is  as  much  as  defying  God, 
and  Binning  in  (pile  of  his  commands." 

Mrs.  Simp.»ins  laid,  that  though  (he  was  not  in 
Mills's  room  at  the  lafr.,  (lie  faw  enough  to  make  her 
frequently  fay  to  herfelf,  Let  me  d:e  the  death  of  tkc 
rigbUatS)  and  let  my  la  :  end  be  like  bis  \ 

Old  Mi>.  Simpktns  faid,  that  only  foolifh  people 
mock  and  jeer  and  feoff  at  religion,  for  Ihe  was  cer- 
tain that  there  was  nothing  like  it  to  hear  up  the 
mind  under  misfortune  ;  and  when  (he  was  trying  to 
comfort  Mrs.  Mills,  (lie  could  not  help  thinking 
what  confolation  flie  had  received  from  religion  when 
ilie  loll  one  of  the  heft  hufoands  that  ever  was. 

"  Ay,  mittreis,"  faid  Richard  Bruce,  "  religion  is 
the  hell  cordial  for  grief,  and  the  heft  fweetener  of 
pleaiure.  I  will  be  bound  to  lay,  that  religious  people 
exyoyprt/pctitywi  much  again  as  wicked  people  do." 

44  i'hat  is  certainly  the  cafe,  Richard,"  replied  the 
farmer;  "  for  in  ;>r.;(^evi;y  a  righteous  man  rejoices 
in  having  the  means  o(  doing  good  to  others  j  and  he 
lifts  up  his  heart  v\  ith  tbankfulnefs  to  the  giver  of  all 
good  things ;  ar  .1  you  know  the  Pfaltnift  faid,  apleaf.mt 
and  a  joyful  thl  ig  it  .'j  to  .'  :t'?<i:ikful.  But  a  wicked  man, 
in  profperity,  thiiiVs  omy  how  he  may  indulge  his  vices, 
and  runs  into  all  kinds  of  riots,  which  muft  make  him 
unhappy  in  the  miuil  of  hisfeeming  mirth.  But  what 
muft  he  feel  at  the  hour  of  death  !  lie  cannot  look 
forward  to  a  world  of  evcrlafting  happinefs;  and  all 
beyond  the  grave  is  gloom  and  horror." 

"  If  people  really  believed  in  a  future  itote,"  faid 
E  6  Mrs. 
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Mrs.  Simpkins,  "  I  think  they  never  could  lead  fucTi 
carelefs  lives." 

u  The  misfortune  is,  Kitty,"  replied  the  farmer, 
"  that  few  like  to  think  of  a  future  (late  till  they 
arejuft  entering  upon  it;  inftead  of  living  in  con- 
ftant  preparation  for  it." 

"  What  do  you  think  of  a  death-bed  repentance, 
matter  r"  faid  Richard  Bruce. 

*'  I  think,"  replied  the  farmer,  "  that  it  is  very 
dangerous  to  truft  to  it,  Richard.  No  one,  who  lives 
in  a  couife  of  fin,  can  poffibly  tell  what  their  difpo- 
fition  will  be  at  the  laft,  if  their  fenfes  are  continued  ; 
and  their  heads  may  be  fo  bad  from  the  firft,  that  they 
may  not  be  able  to  think  ;  they  may  drop  down  dead 
ftiddenly  ;  or  may  be  killed  by  an  accident." 

"  I  have  heard  people  plead  the  example  of  the 
penitent  thief  on  the  crofs,  in  favour  of  a  death-bed 
repentance,"  faid  Richard. 

"  This  example,"  ankvered  the  former,  "  encou- 
rages fmners  to  fcek  the  mercy  of  God  through 
Chrifl  at  their  laft  moments,  if  their  penitence  is  fm- 
cere;  but  you  find  by  the  other  thief  who  was  cruci- 
fied with  our  Lord,  rhat,  unlefs  there  is  a  clifpofition 
in  the  mind  to  improve  divine  grace,  it  is  offered  iir 
vain.  God  dees  not  force  fmners  to  repent,  whether 
they  will  or  no;  and  I  hope  none  of  my  houfehold 
will  run  fuch  a  hazard  as  to  drive  off  repentance  to  fo 
dangerous  a  time,  but  ferve  their  Maker  and  keep  his 
fabbaths  before  that  awful  hour  arrives ;  that  they  may 
not  have  caufe  to  lament  their  omifiions,  when  too 
late,  like  poor  Mills.  Let  me  pcrfuade  you,  my  lads,'* 
faid  he,  addrcfiing  hirr.felf  to  the  boys,  "  to  remember 
jour  Creator  in  the  days  of  your  youth ;  pray  for  divine 
grace,  ftudy  the  holy  Icriptures,  and  ufe  your  bed 
endeavours  to  copy  the  life  of  your  blcficd  Redeemer. 
Fear  God  and  keep  bis  commandments  ;  for  this  will 
bring  you  •peace  at  the  laft. 

The  boys  ieemed  properly  affe&ed  with  this  dif- 
•eurfc;  and  indeed  they  were  both  much  improved. 

CHAP. 
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IN  a  fliort  time  after  the  funeral,  all  Mills's  effe&s 
were  feizcd  hy  the  creditors,  and  Mis.  Mills  was 
obliged  to  leave  the  houfe.  A  fale  was  made  to  pay 
the  debts,  and  the  furniture  fetchrd  a  good  deal  of 
money;  but  the  live  flock  was  fo  very  bad,  that  none 
but  Mr,  Simplcins  would  bid  for  the  cattle  ;  fo  that 
he  bought  three  horfes  and  two  cows  for  a  very  fmall 
fum ;  the  riding  horfe  was  forfeited  to  the  lord  of  the 
manor,  on  account  of  having  occafioned  the  death  of 
a  man. 

When  farmer  Srmpkins's  fervants  drove  off  the 
poor  fkeletons  of  cows  and  horfes,  the  neighbouring 
farmers  laughed  at  his  purchafe;  however,  when  he 
did  what  his  confcience  told  him  was  right,  he 
x cared  not  for  the  ridicule  of  the  world  ;  for  he  thought 
the  poor  beaft.s  had  fuffered  enough,  and  he  wifhed  to 
give  them  a  little  good  treatment. 

At  fn  ft  he  did  not  fet  the  horfes  to  work,  for  he 
faid  many  fabbaths  were  due  to  them,  and  it  was  fur- 
prifmg  to  fee  what  difference  a  week  or  two  made 
in  them:  when  he  got  them  a  little  in  heart  he  fet 
them  to  light  work,  and  never  put  them  in  the  fame 
teauvwith  his  ftrong  cattle;  by  degrees  they  got  flout 
and  able,  and  were  as  good  as  horfes  that  he  muft 
have  given  a  high  price  for:  fo  Mr.  Simp1. ins  had 
ample  amends  for  his  charity,  befides  the  pleafure 
of  doing  good.  The  cows  alfo  improved  as  much, 
and  paid  him  in  milk",  butter,  and  cheefe. 

Farmer  Mills  had  a  dog  which  he  had  taught  to 
baric  at  Mr,  Simpkins  whenever  he  faw  him ;  and 
indeed  the  latter  was  obliged  to  walk  with  a  good 
oaken  flick  to  prevent  his  biting  him.  In  the  hurry 
and  confufion  occafioned  by  Mills's  accident,  this 
dog,  which  was  chained  up  in  a  ftable  at  a  d'utance 
from  the  houfe,  was  left  two  days  without  victuals. 
Mr,  Simpkins,  miffing  him,  inquired  what  was  be- 
come 


come  of  his  enemy;  and,  as  foon  ns  he  heaid  that 
he  had  been  forgotten,  he  begged  to  be  fupplied  with 
fome  bones,  which  he  carried  himfelt  and  gave  to 
him.  The  poor  creature  received  this  welcome  gift 
with  a  thankful  and  a  grateful  heart;  he  wagged  his 
tail,  he  balked;  he  howled  with  joy,  and  lick'-d  the 
feet  of  his  benefactor,  who  kindly  releafed  him  from 
his  confinement.  It  is  impofiible  to  exprefs  the 
tranfport  of  the  poor  creature,  who  appeared  as  if 
his  nature  was  entirely  altered;  and  from  that  hour 
he  was  a  good  and  trufty  fervant  to  Mr.  Simpkins, 
and  never  could  be  driven  from  his  houfe,  but 
guarded  it  well,  and  was  his  matter's  walking  com- 
panion many  years,  till  he  died  of  old  age.  The 
two  greyhounds  wrre  purchafed  by  a  fporting  gen- 
tleman in  the  neighbourhood.  What  little  poultry 
there  was  Mr.  Simpkins  purchafed.  The  kittens, 
which  Mrs.  Simpkins  faw  ufed  fo  cruelly,  were 
both  dead ;  the  puppy  had  been  given  away,  and 
the  old  cat  was  hunted  to  death  by  the  boys  whilp 
their  matter  by  a  dying. 

As  for  the  feivants,  they  of  courfe  loft  their  places; 
and  it  was  fo  long  before  they  could  get  others,  that 
they  fufteted  many  diftrefles;  for  nobody,  who  loved 
regularity,  would  hire  perfons  who  had  lived  in  fo 
diforderly  a  family. 

At  Whitfuntide,  Richard  Howe  obtained  leave  to 
pafs  a  fortnight  with  his  friends;  one  week  of  which 
he  fpent  very  happily  with  Mr.  Simpkins,  who  was 
heartily  rejoiced  to  fee  him  fuch  a  neat  creditable 
looking  young  fellow;  and  he  told  him  there  was  no 
doubt  he  would  make  his  way  in  the  world.  Richard 
told  a  number  of  (lories  abaut  the  ways  of  the  Lon- 
don people,  which  made  the  boys  ftare  again,  and 
the  reft  of  the  family  lift  up  their  hands  with  won- 
der and  concern;  he  alfo  defcribed  the  fine  buildings 
and  the  lamps,  and  all  the  fights  he  had  feen,  whkh 
diverted  them  very  much ;  fo  that  when  the  time 
eame  for  his  departure,  they  were  all  very  forry  to 

lofe 


[  III  ] 

lofe  fo  agi  eeable  a  companion.  The  fheep  (hearing 
happened  while  Richard  Howe  was  there,  on  which 
occafion  Mr.  Simpkins  allowed  the  lads  and  lades  a 
dance  in  the  ham,  and  joined  with  them.  When  his 
friend  was  going,  the  farmer  (hook  him  heartily  by 
the  hand,  and  they  encouraged  each  other  to  con- 
tinue to  lead  religious  fober  lives. 

Mrs.  Simpkins,  about  this  time,  received  a  letter 
from  Mrs.  Brown,  informing  her  that  (he  was  not 
very  well,  and  had  been  advited  to  try  change  of  air; 
therefore,  if  fhe  could  accommodate  her,  fhe  {hould 
be  glad  to  board  with  her  for  a  month  or  two,  and 
would  bring  Rachael  Smithers  with  her,  whom  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Bennet,  had  given  up  to  her  on 
Kitty's  marriage.  This  would  have  been  joyful 
news  to  Mrs.  Simpkins,  had  not  the  pleafuie  been 
damped  by  her  concern  for  the  lady's  illnefs;  how- 
ever, flie  got  the  heft  bed  well  aired,  and  in  a  few 
days  her  good  mifhefs  'arrived.  Mrs.  Brown  was 
very  indifferent,  and  the  journey  had  fatigued  her  a 
good  deal  ;  but  by  the  great  care  and  attention  that 
was  paid  her,  and  the  goodnefs  of  the  air,  her  health 
mended  every  day,  and  (he  was  foon  able  to  partake 
of  the  happinefs  of  this  worthy  family.  The  farmer 
continued  his  Sunday  evening  inftrucYion,  which 
Mrs.  Brown  infifted  fliould  be  given  in  the  parlour, 
as  ufual  ;  and  fhe  often  joined  her  own  to  them. 
The  harveit-time  came  on  foon  after  her  arrival, 
when  Rachael  Smilhers  was  of  great  ufe  to  Mrs. 
Simpkins  and  her  mother,  who  began  to  lind  the 
wo.lc  too  heavy,  as  the  flock  of  every  thing  '-ncreafed, 
and  they  had  currant  wine  to  make,  and  other  good 
things,  which  their  garden  enabled  them  to  have  at 
little  expenfe.  Mrs.  Brown  had  great  entertainment 
in  walking  in  the  fields  to  fee  the  reaper  cutting 
down  the  corn  ;  it  was  likevvife  very  pleating  to  ob- 
ferve  the  farmer  encouraging  them  by  his  kindnefs  to 
purfue  their  bufmefs  with  alacrity,  building  up  the 
ihocks,  and  every  now  and  then  Hopping  to  view 
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them,  with  a  countenance  that  exprefled  the  gratitude 
of  his  heart  for  the  plentiful  increafe  which  God  had 
gracioufly  granted  him.  When  they  began  carrying 
in  the  harveft,  the  gleaners  were  permitted  to  come 
into  the  field,  and  found  a  trcafure  there;  for  the 
good  farmer  had  literally  obeyed  the  divine  precepts 
concerning  them,  which  he  had  written  down  in  his 
pocket-hook.  An  incident  happened  refpedVmg  one 
of  thefe,  which  I  cannot  help  relating,  as  it  will 
afford  a  leflbn  which  may  be  ufeful  to  many. 

Among  the  gleaners  was  a  Jad  whom  Mr.  Simp- 
kins  obferved  to  throw  down  a  bee,  after  having  fuck- 
ed its  bag  of  honey  :  as  the  poor  in  feel  was  dead,  Mr. 
Simpkins  faid  nothing  to  the  boy  at  the  time,  but  let 
him  purfue  his  work  till  he  had  gathered  as  much 
corn  as  he  could  well  cany:  another  gleaner  aflifted 
him  to  lift  it  on  his  head ;  an-d  he  fet  off  with  his 
load,  pleafing  himfelf  with  the  thoughts  of  the  pfea- 
fure  he  fhould  have  in  contributing  towards  the  fup- 
ply  of  the  family,  who  were  at  that  time  in  great  dif- 
trefs.  What  then  muftbe  his  furprife  and-difappoint- 
ment  in  finding  his  {lore  feized  by  farmer  Simpkins, 
while  the  reft  of  the  gleaners  were  fuffered  to  pro- 
ceed? Every  one  wondered  at  this  action  in  fokind  a< 
neighbour,  and  (lopped  to  hear  it  explained.  On 
this,  the  farmer  faid  to  the  boy — "  Do  you  remem- 
ber what  you  did  to  the  poor  bee  this  morning?  He 
was  like  vou,  carrying  home  his  gleaning?,  when, 
with  great' barbarity,  you  caught  him,  robbed,  and 
murdered  him.  For  this  cruelty  I  mean  to  punilh 
you  ;  for  I  will  never  fee  any  innocent  creature  ill 
ufed  on  my  grounds  without  taking  its  part."  The 
hoy  begged  and  entreated  that  he  might  have  the 
corn,  as  his  mother,  who  was  a  widow,  had  not  any 
money  to  buy  bread  ;  and  promifed,  that  he  would 
never  more  kill  a  bee.  On  this,  the  good  .farmer 
reftored  his  gleanings;  but  de fired  him  and  every, 
one  prefent,  to  remember  that  bees  worked  as  hard, 
and  \\  ere  as  capable  of  feeling,  as  themfelves ;  which,. 


?re  faid,  he  vvould  convince  them  of,  if  they  would 
come,  the  firft  leifure  day,  to  fee  his  wife's  heesr 
which  were  then  at  work  in  fome  glafs  hives  that 
Airs.  Brown  had  made  her  a  prefent  of. 

Mrs.  Brown,  who  was  by,  was  extremely  delight- 
ed at  the  farmer's  method  of  bringing  this  matter 
home  to  the  boy's  own  feeling,  a-ncl  told  the  gleaners, 
that  it  was  a  pity  to  deftroy  fuch  induflrious  creatures 
as  bees,  merely  for  tbe  fake  of  lucking  their  bags  of 
honey,  which  had  coft  them  fo  much  pains  tocolledl 
from  flower  to  flower.  "  If  this  boy  had  even  rob- 
bed the  bee  without  killing  him,"  continued  the 
lady,  "  the  poor  creature  would  have  been  ruined; 
for  the  queen  of  the  hive  fuffers  none  of  her  fubjefts 
to  return  without  honey:  fhe  allows  no  idlenefs  in 
her  dominions.  I  am  fure,  Mr.  Simpkins,"  added 
Mrs.  Brown,  "  that  none  of  thefe  good  people,  who 
know  what  labour  is,  and  who  have  felt  the  comforts 
of  enjoying  the  fruits  of  their  industry,  will  ever  de- 
flroy  bees,  when  they  are  {hewn  how  ingenious  and 
labourious  they  are." 

The  harveft  bei'ng  now  completed,  the  laft  load 
was  carried  home  in  great  triumph,  and  an  excellent 
fupper,  confifHng  of  cold  buttock  of  beef,  a  leg  of 
mutton  and  other  good  things,  was  provided  :  to 
which  was  added  plenty  of  nut-brown  ale,  which 
went  cheerfully  round,  accompanied  with  many  a 
{bug.  The  farmer  himfelf  fung  Harvejl-kome. 
When  he  had  finiflied,  Roger  Hicks  faid  there  \\  as 
fomething  in  that  fong  which  he  could  never  under- 
fland  ;  Serious  bids  play:  he  could  not  think  what 
ferioufntfs  had  to  do  with  a  harveft  feaft  ! 

Mrs.  Brown,  who  went  into  the  kitchen  to  view 
the  merry  party,  was  greatly  diverted  at  Roger's  in- 
nocent miftake ;  and  the  farmer  told  him  that  he 
had  afked  a  learned  gentleman  the  meaning  of  the 
word,  who  told  him  that  Ceres  was  the  name  of  a 
heathen  goddefs,  who  they  fancied  took  care  of  corn 
fields.  "  Let  us  have  nothing  heathenilh.  here," 
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cries  Roger:  "  Well  then,"  faid  the  farmer,  "  for 
the  future  I  will  ling — For  now  we  may  play,  and  keep 
holiday.  csV."  All  the  company  allowed  it  to  be  a 
good  ::<ireration;  and  Roger  was  called  upon  to  fing 
Sir  John  Barleycorn^  which  he  did  with  a  great  deal 
of  humour.  When  he  had  finished  it,  "Now,"  faid 
the  farmer,  "  I  fhall  be  even  with  you,  Koger;  for 
what  \izvefofemn  vows  to  do  in  a  jfftinf  fong  ?"  This 
fet  all  the  company  to  thinking  how  it  could  be  al- 
tered; aiid  Richard  Bruce  faid,  "  If  I  was  a  pointer, 
1  would  piint  the  third  line  of  the  firft  verfe  thus ; 
And  they  zll  agreed,  hut  not  in  ivrath" — "  This  will 
do  excellently  well,"  faid  the  farmer  :  but  how  would 
you  alter  the  fecond  verfe,  Richard?"  This  puzzled 
them  for  fome  time;  and  at  laft  Tom  Lang  faid  that 
he  thought  it  might  be  '*  Andtben  declared  evryone :" 
which  alteration  was  alfo  approved ;  and  Roger  was 
defired  to-fmg  it  again,  with  thefe  amendments. 
"  Very  well,  Roger,"  faid  the  farmer;  "  and  now, 
that  you  have  made  a  nobleman  of  Sir  John,  let  me 
advife'you  to  take  care  that  he  does  not  knock  you 
down."  Roger  replied,  that  he  knew  his  tricks  too 
well  to  let  him  do  that.  After  which  a  variety  of 
other  fongs  were  fung  ;  to  moft  of  which  objections, 
were  made :  on  this  Richard  Bruce  faid  that  he 
thought  it  was  a  great  pity  fome  good  perfon  would 
not  look  over  ballads,  for  there  were  a  great  many 
that  wanted  but  little  alterations  to  make  them  very, 
pretty :  but  now-a-days  a  man  was  afraid  to  lay  out 
a  halfpenny  in  fongs,  left  half  of  his  bargain  Ihould 
be-wickednefs  or  traih." 

Among  the  labourers  was  a  man  named  William 
Smith,  who  efteemed  him-felf  a  gieat  fcholar, and  po- 
litician. On  the  company  joining  in  chorus  with  Mr. 
Simpkins  in  Godfave  the  king,  William  Smith  obferv- 
ed,  that,  as  for  the  king,  he  had  nothing  to  fay  againft 
him,  but  he  believed  his  minifters  were  no  better  than 
they  lliould  be ;  for  he  had  rend  a  great  deal  about 
then)  in  thenewfpapers,  which  he  took  in  every  week. 
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Mi.  Simpkins  replied,  that  for  his  part  he  did 
not  pretend  to  know  much  about  the  king's  minifters; 
nor,  indeed,  did  he  think  any  man  could  who  lived  at 
fuch  a  difhnce  from  them;  and  he  made  it  a  rule 
not  to  talk  evil  of  the  rulers  of  the  land,  but  {hould  pay 
the  taxes  with  cheerfulnefs,  while  he  could  enjoy  the 
fruits  of  his  own  mduftry,  and  fit  in  peace  under  his  own 
vine  and  his  own  fig-tree:  and  he  dellred  no  politics 
might  be  talked  at  his  table." 

Richard  Bruce  faid,  "  that  he  thought  newfpapers 
were  flupid  things  j  he  faw  nothing  diverting  in  them, 
except  about  men  who  rode  upon  four  horfes  at  once, 
flying  about  in  air  balloons,  and  fuch  kind  of  things; 
and  he  had  fome  thoughts  they  were  put  in  to  make 
countrymen  (tare.  But  come,"  faid  he,  "  'tis  my 
turn  to  ling  now."  On  this  he  immediately  llruck 
up  The  ploughman' s  delight ;  which  reftored  the  cheer- 
fulnefs that  politics  had  nearly  put  an  end  to. 

In  th'vs  manner  the  evening  paflfed  away  till  the 
clock  fti  uck  eleven,  the  hour  fixed  upon  for  their 
departure;  when  every  one  of  the  men  returned 
home  quite  fober,  though  cheerful.  When  they 
were  gone,  Mr.  Simpkins  obferved  to  Richard  Bruce, 
that  good  ale  was  certainly  to  be  reckoned  among 
the  bleffings  of  life,  provided  it  was  taken  in  mo- 
deration, and  that  it  was  very  proper  for  working 
people ;  but  as  for  drams,  a  man  might  as  well  pour 
melted  lead  down  his  throat,  for  they  would  as  furely 
deitroy  him,  though  not  fo  quickly:  he  therefore 
begged  his  fervants  never  would  be  tempted  to  drink 
them.  He  then  deftred  them  to  colle6btheir  thoughts 
and  join  with  him  in  a  (hort  prayer,  in  which  he  re- 
turned thanks  to  God  for  the  blefl'  gs  he  had  (how- 
cred  down  on  the  land,  and  for  the  fhare  of  them 
which  \vas  allotted  to  himfelf.  Mrs.  Brown  declared 
heifelf  extremely  delighted  with  the  fcene  of  ruilic 
fetlivity,  from  which  all  boifterous  noify  mirth,  and 
intemperate  excefs,  were  banimed;  and  each  party 
retired  to  bed  with  contented  and  cheerful  hearts. 

CHAP. 


CHAP.    XXIII. 

THE  orchard  was  as  fruitful  as  the  fields  had  been, 
ib  that,  after  felling  a  good  deal  of  fruit  at  market, 
Airs.  Simpkins  was  enabled  to  lay  by  apples  enough 
for  her  ufe  in  the  winterx  and  to  make  a  fmall  cafk 
or  cyder.  She  had  alfo  made  a  little  grape  wine;  but 
the  latter  was  intended  only  to  treat  friends  with. 

When  Michaelmas  came,  the  farmer  found  that 
he  had  not  only  more  than  double  the  (lock  he  begun 
with,  but  had  money  fufEcient  to  pay  his  year's  rentr 
and  the  intereft  of  the  fum  he  borrowed  of  'fquirc 
Harvey.  This,  on  the  quarter-day,  he  carried  to  hrs 
landlord,  who  was  fo  pleafed  with  his  punctuality, 
that  he  told  him,  nothing  fhould  be  wanting  on  his 
part  to  make  him  happy. 

Mrs,  Brown  (laid  till  the  weather  began  to  be  cold, 
•when  (lie  returned  in  good  health  to  her  daughter ; 
and  llachael  Smithers  went  with  her.  At  her  depar- 
ture, Mrs.  Brown  made  Mrs.  Simpkins  a  prefent  for 
her  board,  with  many  acknowledgments  for  the  plea- 
fure  fhe  had  received  in  her  family. 

As  foon  as  Rachael  Smithers  was  gone,  Mrs.  Simp- 
kins  found  it  neceflary  to  hire  a  maid  ;  for  having  eight 
cows,  and  a  great  deal  of  dairy  work,  Ihe  could  not 
manage  it  without  more  afiiftance  than  her  mother- 
in-law  was  able  to  give:  (lie  therefore  looked  out 
among  the  poor  neighbours  for  a  flrong  plain  dreff- 
ing  girl ;  but  tlv're  was  not  one  to  her  mind  old 
enough,  fo  fhe  hired  Lydia  Tompkins,  who  feemed 
to  be  an  induftrious  modefl  young  woman,  but  in- 
clined to  a  fault,,  which  lias  of  late  years  crept  in 
among  the  laborious  poor,  even  in  villages  far  diC- 
tant  from  London,  of  atlecting  to  follow  the  fafhions 
of  people  in  higher  ranks  in  life.  Mrs.  Simpkins 
rnade  it  a  condition  of  her  hiring  Lydia,  that  the 
fhould  wear  fuch  caps,  and  other  clothes,  as  the  her- 
felf  approved,  to  which  the  girl's  mother  confented,. 

rather 


rath&r  than    lofe  a  good  place  for  her  child.    Mrs. 
Tomk''  n   v/ell   meaning    woman,    and   had 

complk.  -daughter's  defire  of  wearing  gauze 

caps  and  lian ....         icfs,  from  an  idea  that  they  were 
cheaper  than  cloui  ones;  not  conlldering    that  they 
would  fcarcely  hear  wauYmg  ;    and  when  dirty,  had 
a  much  move  mean  and  untidy  appearance  than  linen- 
She  had  alfo  bought  fome  left- off  things,  which  ilie 
thought  bargains,  of  a  lady's  maid.     All  thefe  gew- 
gaws Mrs.  Simpkins  required  to  be  laid  afide  :  in  the 
room  of  which  fhe  bought  Lydia  (by  the  bounty  of 
Mrs.    Harvey  and   Mrs. Williams)    a  camlet  gown, 
and  other  things  of  a  piece  with  it  :  'and  when    the 
girl  came   to  her  place,   Mrs.  Simpkins  encouraged 
her  by  telling  her  that  fhe  had  been  a  poor  girl  her- 
felf,   and  had   always   been  praifed  by  her  betters  for 
drcfling  in   that  plain  way :  and  old  Mrs.  Simpkins 
faid,  that,  for  her  part,  (he  thought  a  fine  cap  made 
a  patched  gown  look  ftill  meaner.     That  it  did  not 
fignify  having  one  piece  of  finery,  if  a  woman  could 
not  be  fine  from  head  to  foot :  that  poor  folks'  money 
was  hardly  earned,  and  ihould  not  be  lightly  fpent. 
She  alfo  advifed  Lydia  to  go  every  day  with  her  hair, 
not  only  combed  clean,  but  put  up  fmoothly,  her 
handkerchief  pinned  even,   and   her  (hoes  up  at  the 
heels.     "  Modefty  requires  that  you  ftould  drefs  in 
this  manner,    Lydia,"  faid  Mrs.  Simpkins ;"  for  it 
will  be  a  likely  mean  to  keep  you  from  romping  and 
hoydening.    We  may  fee  the  bad  effedts  ot  loole  at- 
tire in  many  young  women,  who  grow  quite  bold  by 
it.      If  you   want  to   imitate  your 'betters,  child," 
added  (he,  "  copy  them    in  goodnefs.  No  drefs  will 
make    ladies  of  poor  folks,  but  the  very  meaneft  may 
become  a  Chriftian,  which  is  a  much  higher  character  ; 
and  one  way  of  pleafing  God,  is  to  Ihew,  by  wearing 
I'uit.tble  apparel,  that  we  are  contented  with  the  ftate 
of  life  he  has  thought  fit  to  place  us  in." 

As  Mrs.  Simpkins  was  a  very  kind  miftrefs,  and 
drefied  plain  herfelf,  Lydia  readily  followed   her  ad- 
vice, 


vice,  became  a  very  good  fervant,  nnd  lived  with 
Mrs.  Simpkins  fix  years:  and  at  laft  married  to  an 
honeft  induftrious  man.  . 

Richard  Bruce  and  Roger  Hicks  continued  fo  firmly 
attached  to  their  mafler,  that  no  advance  of  wages 
will  tempt  them  to  leave  his  fervice.  Tom  Lang 
looks  up  to  him  as  a  parent ;  and  Joe  Martin  is  grown 
very  good  tempered. 

Mr.  Simpkins's  fattle  become  old  in  his  fervice; 
and,  by  having  proper  reft  and  kind  treatment,  arc 
fit  for  work  longer  than_  they  would  otherwife  be: 
when  they  can  do  no  more,  he  keeps  them  without 
work,  till  age  and  infirmities  render  their  lives  un- 
comfortable ;  in  which  cafe  he  puts  them  to  as  quick 
and  eafy  a  death  as  pofiible  ;  and  never  fells  them  in 
their  old  age,  left  other  mafters  (hould  abufe  or  ill- 
treat  them,  well  knowing  that,  if  they  are  not  fit  for 
his  work,  they  are  not  fit  for  any  work. 

Mr.  Williams  teftifies  great  regard  for  the  worthy 
farmer,  who  has  in  his  turn  gone  through  all  the 
parifh  offices  with  great  humanity  and  integrity  ;  the 
poor  never  mention  him,  his  wife,  or  mother,  with- 
out bleflings ;  their  fuperiors  refpedt  them ;  their 
equals  love  them. 

Old  Mrs.  Simpkins  enjoys  good  health  though 
advanced  in  age,  and  has,,  lived  to  fee  fix  grand- 
children, namely,  four  forts  and  two  daughters,  who 
are  educated  by  their  pious  parents  to  the  imitation 
of  thofe  virtues  which  have. rendered  themfelves  fo 
valuable  to  the  world:  and  as  thefe  amiable  children 
grow  up,  they  aflift  their  father  and  mother  in  their 
refpecTive  employments,  fo  as  to  cafe  their  labours 
and  lighten  thfir  cares :  and,  in  love  to  each  other, 
they  are  patterns  to  all  brothers  and  fiftcrs. 

In  the  courfev  of  years,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Simpkins 
have  (ha red  with  their  neighbours  the  ufual  difap- 
pointmenrs  by  inclement  feafons:  but  while  others, 
according  to  the  cuftom  with  fome  farmers,  mur- 
mur and  repine,  they  are  always  contented  and  re- 

figned, 
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figned;  obferving,  that  weather  which  is  bad  for  one 
thing  is  good  for  another;  and,  through  the  blefling 
of  Providence,  their  lofles  have  either  been  lefs  than 
could  have  been  expected,  or  made  up  to  them  fome 
other  way  :  fo  -that  every  year  profperity  lias  in- 
creafed  their  ftore,  and  enabled  them  to  be  more 
liberal  to  their  indigent  fellow-creatures;  and  Mr. 
Simplcins  is  become  an  opulent  farmer,  and  rents  a 
considerable  part  of  Mr.  Harvey's  eftate  :  but  neither 
he  nor  his  wife  ever  forgot  from  whom  their  riches 
flow,  or  in  what  manner  Chriftians  Should  enjo£ 
them.  Sicknefs  and  fonovv  fometimes  fall  to  their 
lot;  but  every  affliction  is  borne  with  patient  fub- 
miffion  to  the  Divine  will,  and  every  deliverance  ac- 
knowledged with  grateful  thankfgivings. 

May  the  examples  and  inftru&iorrs  contained  in 
this  hiftory  have  due  influence  on  thofe  for  whole 
ufe  they  are  defigned,  and  excite  them  to  the  prac- 
tice of  universal  benevolence  !  And  may  every  reader, 
like  farmer  Simpkins  and  his  wife,  have  the  con/lant 
ieftimony  of  a  good  conference,  and  a  well-grounded  hope 
of  everla/iing  happincfs  through  the  merits  of  &ur 
DIVINE  REDEEMER. 


THE    END. 
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